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2018 PROGRAMME OF OUR MEETINGS 

 
 

Unless stated otherwise meetings take place at Hillingdon Baptist Church, 

25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9LS 

Doors open at 7.30 p.m. 

 

 
 

DATE SPEAKER SUBJECT 

Tuesday 23
rd

 January 

joint U3A 2.00 p.m. 

Dave Annal ‘Lost in London’ 

Thursday 15
th
 February Jenny Mallin ‘A Grandmother’s Legacy; a memoir 

of 5 generations in the days of the Raj’ 

Thursday 15
th
 March A.G.M.  

Thursday 19
th
 April  Eileen Bowlt ‘Middlesex Villages’ 

Thursday 17
th
 May Else Churchill ‘18

th
 & 19

th
 Century Newspapers’  

Thursday 21
st
 June TBA  

Thursday 19
th
 July Rev. Paul Hillyer ‘Charles Booth − His Life and Labour 

of London’ 

AUGUST NO MEETING NO MEETING 

Tuesday 4
th

 September 

joint U3A 2.00 p.m. 

Nick Barratt ‘Researching and Writing Your Family 

History’ 

Thursday 18
th

 October MEMBERS’ EVENING 

Tuesday 13
th

 November 

joint U3A 2.00 p.m. 

Derek Morris ‘Insurance and Family History’ 

Thursday 6
th

 December  SOCIAL/QUIZ NIGHT  

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR ─ CLOSED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember that we always welcome visitors to our 

meetings and that the entrance fee for them is £1. 
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   CHAIRMAN'S NOTES     
By Ian Harvey 

 

 

A very erudite gentleman services my clocks and his knowledge of 

horology is encyclopaedic. Over the last six months or so he has taken in 

hand a bracket clock and a grandfather clock of mine. You all know what 

a grandfather clock is but what is a bracket clock? These are spring 

driven clocks, which were made from the mid-17th to the 19th century, 

and despite their name they didn’t usually sit on a bracket. They are 

usually found on a sideboard, a mantelpiece or a table. My clock, pictured 

here, is to be found on a table. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                       

              (contd.) 
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The reason that both clocks needed looking at was that they are both 

getting on a bit. The grandfather was made in the 1830s or 1840s and the 

bracket dates from the 1820s. Like a lot of elderly people they need a 

little bit of ‘TLC’ every now and again to keep them going. Also like 

elderly people they have a sort of family history obviously not the 

conventional sort we all work on, but a history all the same. 

 

For example my bracket clock was made by a chap called Nevill in 

Bristol; so we know where it started life. If you were so inclined you 

could probably trace the ancestry of Nevill and find out more about him 

although I have not done so. During the service however, once the 

mechanism was taken out dismantled, all manner of discoveries were 

made because, over the years, each clock restorer had scratched his name 

on one of the plates inside. They are hard to read being scratched into the 

metal with the equivalent of a compass point and you can only get to 

them when the clock is in pieces. Here is the roll call inside this clock:   
 

Bigiyon July 1888; R.C Claxton 11/12/1900 & 7/9/1909; Pinner Clocks 

August 2004; J. B Chamberlain Summer 2012.  
 

The last two names are of clock restorers in Pinner and Buckinghamshire 

respectively. This clock has therefore migrated from Bristol to the 

Western edge of London in its two hundred years’ existence. Again, if 

you were so inclined you could use trade directories, the census, etc. to 

find these clock restorers – at least up to the beginning of the 20th 

century. It is what we do in family history research when we track the 

movements of our ancestors. Having found the individual restorer you 

could go off on a tangent and research his family history, but that is 

probably going too far.  Locations and dates are the key factors and they 

can only be found when the clock is serviced. 

 

Now if you have an old clock (perhaps your granny’s?) and you are 

trying to find out where your ancestors were, then when it is next serviced 

have the restorer take a close look inside. There may be an unexpected 

clue as to where your ancestor was at a particular point in time. I know, it 

is another esoteric source for family history but in some cases it could be 

useful. 

 

I will tell you about the grandfather in my next Chairman’s Notes. An 

altogether different and intriguing story! 
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EDITORS’  JOTTINGS 

 

 

If you have Huguenot ancestors or if you are just interested in this 

extraordinary group of people then you might find rewarding a visit to: 

www.huguenotsofspitalfields.org 

Here there are details of the Huguenot Month Festival – October 2018. 

The site also has many other insights into their history in London. 

 
 

You may have noticed on page 37 in the June 2018 edition that the 

‘WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS’ table had no addresses and 

email contacts. It has been our custom to publish these details in the 

journal but now The General Data Protection Regulations require us to 

obtain explicit permission from members to publish such details and if we 

have not received such permission we will not publish the contact 

information. 

  

As far as existing members are concerned they have already been asked 

this question and most have given permission for us to use the 

information for contact purposes. If you wish to update your preferences 

please contact the Membership Secretary. 

 
 

ANOTHER APPEAL FOR YOUR HELP! 

 

As you know our journals carry reports of the talks that are part of our 

programme. These reports are the work of John Symons and Charles 

Hampshire but we have run up against a problem. If both are unable to 

attend a meeting we will have no talk report! We need somebody to take 

on this task on the rare occasions when both John and Charles cannot be 

at the meeting. The reports do not have to record every word or fact but 

we need a broad description of the talk with one or two salient points 

highlighted. As you can see this would not be an onerous task but it 

would continue our aim to let those not able to attend the meeting know 

what they missed! 

 

Obviously there would need to be a degree of co-ordination to know 

when you would be required to produce a report but this should not be too 

much of a problem. Please let us know if you can help.                    (contd.) 
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One of our contributors, April Ashton, has written the following email 

which resurrects a question raised in these pages some time ago: 

 

Dear John and Alan,  

Having just enjoyed my June 2018 FHS Magazine, I have a query. 

Are you publishing articles for the Hillingdon FHS Magazine, the 

contents of which seem to have no connections with residents past and 

present of Hillingdon?  The articles may be more than interesting but 

without a remote connection to our Hillingdon ancestors,  or even a 

connection to the parishes which surround  Hillingdon, or a statement 

that later descendants have moved into Hillingdon, I cannot see the 

relevance of these publications in the Hillingdon FHS. In my humble 

opinion this may particularly apply to those who live abroad and are 

looking to their grass roots for more informal  local information about an 

area unknown to them 

With kind regards, 

April Wood Ashton 

A 21.  
 

As stated on the previous occasion we can only use the material that you 

the members send us. The society has to be located somewhere and it has 

to have a name. In our case the group of people who formed the society 

happened to be in the Hillingdon area and it was logical to use the name 

of Hillingdon to preface Family History Society. Now that much research 

is internet based, where a society is located becomes irrelevant and as 

such we can offer all our members nationwide research.  

 

As April says people have a habit of moving from one area to another as 

dictated by work, family, retirement or whatever. For example those with 

an interest in researching their ancestors that say move to Hillingdon 

from Devon need a local society, it being impractical to make a weekly 

journey to the West Country. 

 

To continue our existence as a society we need as many members as 

possible and particularly with the growth of internet research none of us 

are restricted to our ‘local area’. In order to produce a worthwhile, 

interesting journal we need source material all the time and we think that 

although the stories are not always centred on Hillingdon, they invariably 

offer research tips and ways round problems. They may also encourage 

others to try their hand at writing an article.  
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THE SAD DEATH OF TIDDLER BUTTRUM 

By Ken Pearce 
 

 

It sometimes happens that a sportsman dies as a result of injuries received 

on the playing field, and the event usually creates a deal of comment. 

Such a happening took place in Uxbridge in 1913, but the public reaction 

seems to have been greater than one would have expected. 

 

The player in question was Alfred Aaron BUTTRUM, son of a local 

builder named William BUTTRUM, whose premises were in Hillingdon 

Village quite near the church. After leaving school Alf played soccer for 

various junior sides before joining Cowley F.C. For a few seasons he was 

their leading goal scorer until his play attracted the attention of Uxbridge 

F.C. and in 1908 he joined ‘the reds’. They played their games in the 

Great Western Suburban League. 

 

Alf was an immediate success. Although small in size, hence the 

nickname Tiddler, he possessed a powerful shot and soon became the idol 

of the Uxbridge supporters. In 1909 Uxbridge won the final of the West 

Middlesex Cup helped by Alf who scored two of the team’s four goals. 

He was watched that day by player/talent scouts from Queens Park 

Rangers football club. 

 

In the 1909-10 season Uxbridge F.C. reached the final of the same cup, 

their opponents were to be Steel Barrel, a works side. There was a good 

crowd at this local derby and Alf opened the scoring. Shortly afterwards 

came the fateful moment. In a collision with an opponent Alf’s leg was 

broken and he was taken to the cottage hospital where the bone was set.  

 

He seemed well for a day or two, but then symptoms of lockjaw were 

noticed. He was at once removed to Westminster Hospital, but he died 

despite the administration of serum. The inquest was held at Westminster, 

and it was the medical evidence that proved decisive. There had been a 

scratch on Alf’s leg that could have been caused by a rusty buckle on his 

shin-guard. The inquest recorded a verdict that Alf had died of tetanus 

caused by an infection entering an open wound. 

 

The funeral took place on the following Saturday afternoon and football 

games for miles around were postponed so that players could attend.   
                                                                                                           (contd.)  
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‘Never before in Hillingdon has there been such a sad and withal 

impressive sight as when the remains of this young and promising 

footballer were laid to rest’ reported the local paper.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Players lined up between the deceased’s house and the church as the 

coffin, borne by four Uxbridge players, was carried in complete silence 

into the church.  

The aged vicar, Prebendary 

Harvey, conducted the service, 

his voice faltering from time to 

time with emotion.  

 

The internment took place in 

Hillingdon Cemetery ‘many of 

the footballers were sobbing like 

little children’. Tributes flooded 

in, and a poem was written about 

Alf that concluded: 

 

‘Ne’er more will he hear the 

cheering, 

Of the crowd as the play rules 

fast, 

Yet though he’s past all hearing, 

He has reached the Goal at last’.   

 

           The late A.A.Buttrum 

                                                                                               

Uxbridge F.C. opened a Buttrum Memorial Fund; photographs were 

made into postcards and sold in aid of the fund. Brentford F.C. sent a side 

to play Uxbridge, also in aid of the fund. 

 

These unusual events can only be explained by the character of Alf 

himself. Local crowds seem to have taken this small, curly-headed 23 

year old to their hearts. His sportsmanship was outstanding, and his sense 

of humour keen. He was even tempered, gave of his best and always 

came up smiling. His death is one of the sad but memorable moments in 

the history of Uxbridge F.C. 
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WHEN ONE BECOMES TWO 

By Melanie Winterbotham 
 

 

Here we present the second of Melanie’s stories of ‘embarrassing errors’.   

 

Having found my Huguenot ancestor Lewis GILLES, I had a stroke of 

luck when I discovered that Lewis had applied in 1767 for an Act of 

Naturalisation in the House of Lords. His parents were named as Jean and 

Marie GILLES of Bolbec, Normandy. Both Bolbec and its neighbour 

Lintot had been strong Protestant towns.  

 

However, no Jean or Marie GILLES appeared in the records to fit in with 

Lewis’s estimated birth date of 1728. Before the family came to England 

with Lewis, as what we might now call ‘economic migrants’, perhaps 

they had kept a low profile in France. If so, it certainly paid off, because 

he apparently prospered as a lace dealer. 

 

So I left Lewis there, a little disappointed that I could not relate the 

family to the revocation on the Edict of Nantes in 1685. A few years later, 

a search of the Burney Index of Eighteenth Century Newspapers led to a 

surprising discovery. In 1769, The Middlesex Journal or Chronicle of 

Liberty reported a death ‘at his house in Litchfield Street, Mr. Lewis 

Gilles, sen. Aged 85’.  

 

This was a bit of a shock, but began to make sense. With more material 

now online, I was able to find the earlier Lewis (or Louis). Within a year 

of his marriage his wife died and on 1
st
 August 1714 he married Mary 

(Marie) DELIOT at St. Martin in the Fields. I also found the baptisms of 

three children in Huguenot churches and eventually that of Lewis junior 

at St. Giles in the Fields. 

 

Lewis junior and his sister Jane (now married to Griffith JONES) were 

both mentioned in the will of their uncle James DELIOT, a brass maker 

of Marylebone, who died in 1766. Lewis senior was a tailor, living at 33 

Litchfield Street in Soho, London. 

 

So it was the elder Lewis who had applied for naturalisation in 1767 at 

the ripe age of 83, having no doubt entered England 82 years previously 

as a babe in arms.                                                                               (contd.)  
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The spur must have been the death in 1766 of his brother in law James 

DELIOT, who left property in Marylebone to him and his wife Mary. 

Lewis would want to be sure that this could pass to his children. 

 

Lewis junior continued his father’s tailoring business in Litchfield Street, 

but his wife Mary died in 1767 and he then married Ann JONES, widow 

of Thomas JONES (possibly connected with Lewis’s brother-in-law 

Griffith JONES).  

 

Ann had been running a lace business in Long Acre, and was not quite 

eclipsed after her marriage for, in the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge, 

there is a bill dated 1781 from ‘GILLES late A. JONES Lace Maker at the 

Lamb and Crown in Long Acre’. Lewis continued the tailoring business 

in Litchfield Street and in 1785 he insured it with the Sun Insurance 

Company, was on the electoral roll for one or both addresses in 1784 and 

for Long Acre alone in 1802 (this information is on the ‘London Lives’ 

website). A brief note of his death in 1805 appeared in the ‘Gentleman’s 

Magazine’. 

 

There are more loose threads to tie up, but that announcement of Lewis 

senior’s death in 1767 put a whole new and more accurate complexion on 

this family. 

 

 

 

FLEET MARRIAGES 

By Alan Rowland 
 

 

Returning to my book, ‘Lost London’ by Richard Cuard, I came across a 

short entry entitled ‘Fleet Marriages’ which I found interesting enough to 

undertake some research. 

 

From about 1613 until 1754 ‘on the spot’ marriages were regularly 

carried out in various areas surrounding the Fleet debtors’ prison. The 

streets local to Fleet Prison had a rare quality − they were outside the 

jurisdiction of the Church and these streets carried the name Rules of the 

Fleet (or the Liberties of the Fleet). Clandestine marriages were in 

demand particularly if one or both sets of parents refused to give their 

permission or if one of the couple wished to hide a previous marriage.  
                                                                                                           (contd.)  
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In either case a ‘legal’ marriage in the recognised church would require 

the calling of banns (or a licence). Banns would make the marriage public 

knowledge, a licence would be expensive; so what was needed was 

somewhere to perform the ceremony without breaking the law that 

wouldn’t cost a fortune. In other words the ‘Rules of the Fleet’ was the 

small area which was exempt from the laws of the Church 

 

Fleet Prison was originally a debtors’ prison and in exchange for paying 

their debts back to the prison thereby earning their freedom, its prisoners 

were free to roam about anywhere within the ‘Rules’. There were usually 

a few clergymen amongst the prisoners who needed money to pay off 

their debts and gain their release. It didn’t take them long to realise they 

could obtain money by marrying secretive couples, without breaking any 

Church law.  

 

The word got around and eloping couples began to pay to be married in 

the prison chapel, or in alehouses, brandy-shops and other places of ill-

repute within the ‘Rules’.  

 

A huge industry began to develop which during the 1740s was 

responsible for up to half of all London marriages. This was perfectly 

legal, because the only absolute requirement for a marriage to take place 

was the presence of a Church of England clergyman.  

 

Records of these clandestine marriages were usually kept in notebooks an 

example of a typical record from October 1730 is below. 

 

 

The entry reads (as best I can tell): 12
th
 October John Jackson of St. 

Olaves, Southwark Married Mary Shorman (?) W Lillys. 

 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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On 25
th

 March 1754 an act of Parliament, popularly known as Lord 

Hardwicke’s Marriage Act, came into force which banned marrying 

outside an Anglican church unless you were a Jew or Quaker. Before this 

Act all regulations were decided by canon law (church law), and little 

effort was made to ensure marriages took place properly. 

 

The Act made a big difference to how marriages were to be recorded. It 

enforced a separate marriage register which should be made of ‘vellum or 

durable paper’. It should have a printed form, with lines and headings to 

ensure more precise records were kept. Entries were to include the 

witnesses, signatures of all parties, the occupation of groom and the 

residences of the couple about to be married.  

 

The Act also required parental consent for marriage under licence, as well 

as the calling of banns for marriages of those under the age of 21.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fleet (Prison) with Environs of the Rules of Fleet 1798    
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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However the Act was only partially successful. Those who were denied 

parental consent avoided the problem by not having the ceremony in their 

local parish. This prevented the parents learning of the marriage when the 

banns were read. The act did not provide legal recourse after such a 

marriage so that it could be declared void or annulled. 

 

Fortunately both Find My Past and Ancestry, now have the images 

available on line.  
 

If you suspect that your ancestors might have made use of these marriage 

facilities why not look at the web sites, they could be waiting for you. 
 

 

 

 

JOURNAL DEADLINE 

 

 

JOURNAL DEADLINE 

DECEMBER 12
th
 OCTOBER 

 

 

 

 

BEWARE PUBLIC TREES!  

By Colyn Storer 
 

 

From Australia Colyn has sent us another example of public tree 

containing incorrect information, a phenomenon that has become all too 

prevalent with the march of ‘do it yourself’ research. 

 

1) CORRECT facts concerning my 6 x great grandparents: 

 Elizabeth Sanderson was born c1653 in Nottinghamshire. At age  25 

 she married Thomas MARRIOTT on 28
th
 May 1678 and together 

 they had seven children in thirteen years. Elizabeth, Thomas and  all 

  their children did not leave Nottinghamshire. The marriage was by 

 a Marriage Licence which can be viewed and the facts verified.  

 

 Elizabeth died in 1724 aged 71.                                                 (contd.) 
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2) INCORRECT statements found on public trees: 

  

 When Elizabeth SANDERSON and her twin brother Edward were 

 born in 1653 in Lowdham, Nottinghamshire, their father, Richard, 

 was 29 and their mother, Anne, was 33; baptism 30
th
 Nov 1657, in 

 Lowdham, Nottinghamshire. Her brother Thomas was born in 

 1660 in Lowdham, Nottinghamshire, when Elizabeth was 7 years 

 old. Her sister Mary was born in 1667 in Lowdham, 

 Nottinghamshire, when Elizabeth was 14 years old. Her brother 

 Thomas died on 14
th
 July 1670 in Lowdham, Nottinghamshire, when 

 Elizabeth was 17 years old. Her brother Robert was born in 1670 

 when Elizabeth was 17 years old Herrlington, Stainton, Cleveland, 

 England. 

  

Her father Richard passed away on 1 April 1684 in Lowdham, 

Nottinghamshire, at the age of 60. Her brother Robert died on 16
th
 

July 1745 in England when Elizabeth was 92 years old.       

 

No actual Marriage Bond was available at Nottingham University 

Archives in October-November 2005. No Parish registers or 

Bishop's Transcripts have survived/exist for Hose, Leicestershire for 

the period 1639-1660, so it will never be possible to verify 

Elizabeth's baptism or family. 

 

3) There are at least 21 other trees that carry this ‘misinformation’   

 (including some by known descendants of this couple). 

  

4) There are also other trees with even worse errors concerning  Elizabeth 

 SANDERSON: 

 a) Birth: 1653 - Nottinghamshire, England  

 Death: 10
th
 May 1659 - Surry, North Carolina, United States 

 Marriage: 28
th
 May 1678 - Bingham, Idaho, United States. 

 b) Elizabeth Birth: 1653 - Nottinghamshire, England 

 Death: 10
th
 May 1659 - Surry, North Carolina, United States 

 Marriage: 28
th
 May 1678 - Bingham, Nottinghamshire, England  

                                                                                                         (contd.) 
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c) Elizabeth Birth: 1653 - Nottinghamshire, England 

 Death: 10 May 1659 - Surry, North Carolina, United States 

 Marriage: 28
th
 May 1678 Nottinghamshire.  

 d) Elizabeth Birth: 1657 - Nottinghamshire, England 

 Death: 10
th
 May 1659 - Lowdham, Nottinghamshire, England 

 Marriage: 28
th
 May 1678 - Bingham, Nottinghamshire, England 

  

5) Finally the next two examples really ‘take the biscuit’:   

 a) (From a tree owned by a known descendant of the couple) 

 Elizabeth SANDERSON Birth: 1657 Australia  

 This is 130 years BEFORE Australia was settled by the English.    

     b) Elizabeth SANDERSON born 1657 in Lowden, Western 

 Australia. Western Australia was not settled by the English till 1829. 

 Death: Surry, North Carolina, United States 

 Marriage: 28 May 1678 - Bingham, Nottinghamshire, England 

 

 

 

THE BRIDGERS in WALES    1553 - 1911 

By John Bridger 
 

 

I have often wondered whether there were other BRIDGER families in 

Wales when my own ancestors arrived in Swansea from Sussex c1830. 

What I found rather surprised me as I had thought the surname was mainly 

confined to the south coast county of Sussex. 

 

The research was split between post 1841 (the first census) and pre 1841. 

Starting with the earliest records available the oldest entry for Wales was 

for a male person, Roland ap Jones ap BRIDGER baptised in 1553 in 

Anglesey. His parents obviously lived there but there are no records of 

them in the North Wales counties but there is a baptism in 1597, a 

sprinkling of marriages and death in the 1600's. This suggests perhaps 

there was only one family originally.   

 

But the biggest surprise was to find an entry in Familysearch for the burial 

of Thomas BRIDGEResto at Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire, on a day in 

April 1592; this was the only record found in the 1600s.                      
                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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It wasn’t until the 1700s that the name appeared in Tenby, Pembrokeshire. 

The first record of BRIDGERs in Swansea were my ancestors. They 

arrived in 1705 and a daughter of John BRIDGER, Eliza, was baptised in 

August that year. 

 

The 1700's also saw BRIDGERs (probably just one family) in 

Monmouthshire, possibly from the Gloucestershire area. Thus far it seems 

there had not been a great influx of BRIDGERs into Wales, but during the 

1800s the name appeared in Cardiff, Tenby, Haverfordwest, Abergwilli 

(my own family) and again in Anglesey. 

 

I was puzzled by the name BRIDGEResto. Searches on Google and the 

available family history sources produced no answers. Something was 

amiss and it needed a closer look. Fortunately I found a parish record 

page, scribed in Latin, but it was in a very bad condition. Magnification 

and sharpening the image revealed BRIDGEResto followed by the month 

of April and the year but no day. This I felt suggested that ‘esto’ was not 

part of the name. At that time writing was often ‘continuous’ that is 

without a break between words and if this was so in this case then we are 

left with ‘esto’ in old English script. 

 

In modern script ‘esto’ is in fact ‘octo’ Latin for eight so part of the 

problem was solved. The date of 1792 is incorrect since the entry follows 

other dates i.e. 1621 and 1626. A closer look suggested the correct date 

was possibly 1632. I therefore decided that a Thomas BRIDGER was 

buried on 8
th

 April 1632 but whatever the truth of the matter it does show a 

BRIDGER in South Wales at that time. The Parish record is in such a poor 

state that it is very difficult to decipher and is not worth reproducing here.  

 

From 1841 onwards census records give precise details of BRIDGER 

families. The BRIDGER totals for each census are; 

1841 = 8, 1851 = 9, 1861 = 13, 1871 = 15, 1881 = 8, 1891 = 15, 1901 = 28 

and 1911 = 42.  

I took these figures at face value although I knew that often the ‘r’ at the 

end of the name could be transcribed as ‘s’. 

 

 

 
                                                                                                            (contd.) 
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Details of these follow: 

 

Of the 8 in 1841, I identified 4 as my family (Carmarthenshire), 3 were not 

related in Carms. and Pembrokeshire and 1 in Monmouthshire again not 

related.  

 

Of the 9 in 1851, six were my family in Carms. The rest were to be found 

in N.Wales (1) and Mons. (3). 

 

Of the 13 in 1861, 6 were my family 2 were in Mons., 1 in N.Wales, and a 

newcomer in Cardiff, a mariner, with a family of 4. (But this may not be 

accurate since in the 1881 census there is another family, a manual 

worker, whose 1
st
 son was born in Cardiff in 1866. These 3 should 

therefore be added into the 1871 total). 

 

Fifteen are listed in the 1871; adding in the three individuals from above 

makes the total 18.  My family accounted for 9 and the remainder were the 

mariner Cardiff family which had grown to 5, a soldier (in Monmouthshire 

barracks?) and the manual worker family of 3. 

  

My suspicions were aroused by the 1881 census. The total was given as 8. 

This was a possible transcription error because my family was shown as 2 

which I knew to be incorrect. Referring to the census returns it was clear 

that complete returns had been wrongly transcribed e.g. 9 persons had 

been transcribed as ‘Bridges’ (see above).  

My extended family accounted for 11, the manual worker’s family 5 and 

there was 1 in Newport. The mariner’s family had left Wales so the 

revised total for 1881 was 17.  

 

Of the 15 in 1891, 10 were of my family and the Cardiff family of made 

up the rest. The BRIDGER total, as with all families, fluctuated with 

deaths, marriages with ‘outsider females’ taking the family name and 

daughters who married with the subsequent loss of the surname. For all 

that Swansea and Cardiff remained the location for these families. 

 

The 1901 census had a total of 23 but this has to be reduced by 1 because 

one entry referred to the electoral list and is therefore already included. 

The revised total again centres on Swansea and Cardiff. There is a notable 

decrease in my side of the family which was now 7, but Cardiff shows a 

significant increase to a total of 14.                                                    (contd.)  
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The existing family still remains in the Cardiff area but a newcomer of a 

plasterer and family of 6 brought the Cardiff total to 14. Back in Swansea 

there was a new BRIDGER, a hospital matron born in Sussex, but not a 

relation of mine. 

 

In the 10 years to 1911 the number increased to 38. The main component 

was my family and relations in Swansea (my family and relations 9) and 

an expansion of the Cardiff element (1 related to my family and two other 

families 18). Monmouthshire now had two families; Flintshire had two 

individuals and Cardiganshire one.  

 

However the 1939 register had a total of 58 persons (all now deceased) but 

those alive could only be identified by opening each record and even then 

they were blanked out. So no reliability could be placed on it and as the 

register wasn't a census I didn't explore further.  

 

 

 

HERBERT ALDRIDGE 1879 ─ 1918 

By John Symons 
 

 

This year marks the centenary of the end of the First World War, a war 

that caused devastation across Europe and beyond. Countless lives were 

lost, families destroyed and the social structure of the country changed 

irreparably as a result. Hidden beneath the grim figures are thousands of 

stories about individuals and families, some have already been told but 

many have not. This then is another contribution - my maternal 

grandfather Herbert ALDRIDGE who found himself caught up in the 

events of those years with tragic results. 

 

Herbert was born on 3 Jun 1879 in Maidenhead, Berkshire, the youngest 

child of Thomas George ALDRIDGE and Eliza Agnes GYNGELL. His 

father was a well respected member of the local community running an 

auction and estate agency business in the centre of town. He therefore 

grew up in comfortable circumstances but both his parents died relatively 

young. Endeavouring to follow in his father’s footsteps he had a 

succession of jobs as a clerk in the same field but then decided to become 

a partner in a draper’s shop in Portsmouth, Hampshire.                           
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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He married my grandmother Clara Elizabeth GROVE back in 

Maidenhead in 1902 and their first two children Mary Elizabeth (Molly – 

my mother) and Kathleen were born in Portsmouth where the family 

lived. 

 

This enterprise did not seem to work out as by 1911 the family had 

moved to Hitcham, near Taplow in Buckinghamshire and he was working 

as a travelling salesman for a brewery company. Once again they seem to 

have had a comfortable existence and it was here their third child Arthur 

was born in 1913. 

 

At the outbreak of war he was 35 years old with a young family to 

support but by 1916 with the ever increasing loss of men to the war effort 

he too was called up. He appealed against the decision in August 1916 on 

the grounds of domestic hardship. The application was refused but he was 

allowed just 14 days grace and after this time he was enlisted as a Private 

in the 5
th
 Durham Light Infantry (1). By early 1917 his unit was fighting in 

Northern France. He was able to write postcards home to his children 

hoping to see them again soon.  

 

Herbert’s honourable discharge certificate.                                          
                                                                                                          (contd.) 
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By the end of 1917 it had become apparent that he was no longer 

physically fit because of a heart condition that was likely exacerbated by 

the conditions he endured. As a result he was medically discharged (see 

his certificate above) and returned to England with a small pension. (2)   

 

He was not well enough to resume work after his return to England and 

he was hospitalised in the King Edward VII Hospital, Windsor. Not long 

after he died on 18
th
 May 1918 and the principal cause of death was given 

as aortic valve disease. He was never listed as a casualty of the war - but 

he surely was. 

 

These circumstances left the family with no financial support whatsoever 

as the pension ceased on his death. The family showed remarkable 

resilience however when both the older girls secured employment.  

 

My mother became a clerk with the Great Western Railway where she 

later met my father, whilst Kathleen was a typist in the War Office where 

she later met her husband to be. Arthur was sent to the London Orphans 

School for his education. 

 

By the 1930s the family rented a house in Pinner, Middlesex (where I 

grew up) and with all three children contributing to the family finances 

there was enough money to allow annual holidays to France, Switzerland 

or Italy and indeed Britain. I have numerous photos from this era.  

 

In 1939 as another war loomed it was Arthur’s turn to join the Army. He 

served in the battalion staff headquarters in North Africa and Italy and the 

only ill effects he suffered was a dose of malaria. Clara, Herbert’s widow, 

died in 1945. 

 

This year therefore also marks the centenary of Herbert’s death; had he 

not died he would have been 70 when I was born. Sadly I never knew 

either of these grandparents but there again if it were not for these events 

I would not be here writing about them now. 
 

 

References 

(1) Reading Mercury 26 August 2016 

(2) World War One Army Pension Records The National Archives WO364/26 
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BYGONE DAYS IN HILLINGDON 

By April Ashton 
 

 

An earlier article by April (A21) appeared in our December 2014 edition; 

here she expands on the subject.  

 

 

When I was born in 1942, home was in the area of Hillingdon at one time 

known as Hillingdon Heath. It was here at the top of Pole Hill Road in a 

bungalow, surrounded by a large garden that I was to spend the first five 

years of my life.  

 

During this time a second daughter and a son were born to my parents. 

Our large garden, totally untamed as I remember it had waist high grass 

but perhaps as I was less than 5 years of age the waist high grass was not 

so tall as in my imagination! One of my earliest memories is being taken 

into the garden after dark and looking towards London seeing the red 

skies in the distance as a night of bombing took place.  

 

Just prior to WW2 in the 1939 register my father, who had fought in 

WW1, was entered as an older man employed in essential war work as 

well as an air raid warden. He was home for the duration of the war but 

my mother was evacuated with me to a farm in Wales for a short while. 

There, with a friend and her son, I remember we enjoyed collecting 

chicken eggs hidden in the hay stacks around the farmyard.  

 

At home, our large garden was a magnet for my mother’s circle of 

friends, with all their small children. In good summer weather the old 

Victoria plum tree would drip with fruit and provide shade for many a 

picnic when the travails of the war torn years could be forgotten for a few 

hours. Of course that lovely old tree also provided us with enough fruit to 

bottle for the winter months and make delicious home made jam. 

 

After six years at Hillingdon Heath it was time for a change. My father 

had a successful business with premises in Southall and Hayes, so a 

search ensued for a suitable new family home. Eventually a detached 

house set well back from the road with a large garden in Vine Lane, 

Hillingdon Village was chosen. Here vegetables were grown, some under 

cold frames, together with an assortment of fruit bushes.                        
                                                                                                           (contd.)  
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In 1948 this was a mainly rural area - the Hillingdon Golf Course with its 

extensive grounds were across the road and behind the house there was a 

garden gate leading to the extensive fields that stretched across to Long 

Lane. Gypsies, with their Romany caravan and horses camped under an 

oak tree close to a large pond, were a source of constant fascination and 

as children we had the freedom to roam across the fields with our newly 

acquired dogs.  

Vine Lane, Hillingdon 

 

War time rationing was still in place but with of the correct coupons, 

barley sugar sticks were available from the local sweet shop as was 

orange juice for which we queued at an outlet in the Uxbridge Market. 

 

From our new home we were able to walk along Vine Lane to the 

Uxbridge Road across which was St. John’s Parish Church where we 

attended the weekly Sunday Services after devouring our traditional 

Sunday roast lunch with vegetables straight from the garden. 

 

This road was not today’s busy dual carriageway; there were very few 

cars then and those that were often lacked petrol which remained rationed 

into the post war period.                                                                    (contd.)   
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Across Royal Lane from the church was (and is) the ancient Red Lion 

public house.  

 

St. John’s Church and the shops across the Uxbridge Road 

 

From the top of Vine Lane along the Uxbridge Road there was (and is 

still) a small parade of shops where we were able to shop. At the corner 

shop tea was sold ‘loose’ and a Hovis loaf of bread could be bought for 4 

1/4d (fourpence farthing).  

 

Rich creamy milk was delivered in bottles to our doorstep directly from 

the farm and on icy winter mornings the frozen cream was often found 

pushed out of the bottles to form a cardboard lidded stack, a feast for all 

the local blue tits. This was a time without central heating but fireplaces 

had been built into every room and we had liberty bodices over our vests 

to keep us warm! From the woods fallen boughs were collected into 

hessian sacks and we spent many a happy time collecting wood in 

Virginia Water to stoke our greedy fires. 

 

Firelighters had not been invented at this time, so a certain skill and ritual 

had to be learnt in order to successfully light a fire.  

 
                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
 

 

 



 
Hillingdon Family History Society            23                                       September 2018 

This involved dry twigs, a few pieces of rationed coal and the larger logs 

of wood all carefully placed on a newspaper base before ignition; a gentle 

draught was needed from bellows but in their absence gentle blowing of 

the newly lit fire could work. This could however result in soot speckled 

cheeks! 

 

Black and white television became available around this time so a visit to 

a school friend on a Tuesday after school to see ‘The Railway Children’ 

became a must. At the house of an uncle we watched on television the 

rather fuzzy images of the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth 2
nd

 which at 

the time we thought wonderful and not long after a television set 

appeared in our own home! 

 

Entertainment for children during the post war years was limited. After 

lunch the ‘wireless’ (radio) offered ‘Listen With Mother’ for pre-school 

children; after school ‘Children’s Hour’ was transmitted live from 

Broadcasting House in Portland Place, London. Later on the only 

television broadcaster available (BBC) provided a small number of 

programmes for children.  

 

Hillingdon, located less than 20 miles west of central London has been 

subjected to huge changes over the years. As memories of the war years 

receded the economic situation slowly improved and influences from 

America crossed ‘the pond’ to slowly alter lives including those in 

Hillingdon.  

 

Access to London for work was now easy with the Green Line Bus 

Service and the Metropolitan and Piccadilly underground train services. 

With the increased demand for housing, green fields previously lying 

fallow disappeared under urban development.  

 

The new National Health Service, designed to care for the British nation 

from cradle to grave contributed towards a healthier workforce. However 

employment for many including the skilled remained scarce.  

 

In the parts of the Empire, Commonwealth countries and America, not 

ravaged by the war, there were greater job opportunities and higher 

standards of housing; this led to many returning soldiers taking the 

opportunity to emigrate.                                                                    

                                                                                                                
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Those who remained looked for easy sources of entertainment. Ealing 

Film Studios, founded in 1902, produced a series of classic films 

immediately following WW2 while feature films were made at the 

Southall Studios, rebuilt after a disastrous fire in 1936.  

 

In 1936 Alexander Korda had founded Denham Studios, just over the 

county border in Buckinghamshire, which produced notable films such as 

the romantic ‘Brief Encounter’.  

 

All these studios local to Hillingdon produced a prodigious number of 

films to feed the voracious appetite for light entertainment that a war 

weary population wanted, an appetite that remains unabated to this day.  

 

All of this must be truly unimaginable to the children of today. Born into 

a world of social media, Ipads, Ipods, mobile phones and computers what 

did earlier generations do with their time? Without modern day 

technology how did they manage in the ‘olden days’? 

 

These young people will face life with no less a number of challenges, 

albeit of a different nature to those that we experienced, so for them it 

must be difficult to imagine how it was for us. This is why we need to 

record what it was like to live through those post war times.   

 

Hillingdon has a long and ancient history, briefly touched upon here by 

my own limited experiences but surely there are many born before the 

beginning of this millennium who can add their own stories with rich 

memories of a bygone age for the benefit of those who are to follow us. 

 

 

 A ‘DREADFUL BUSINESS’ 

By Bob Trease 
 

 

Many lessons can be learnt from my research into the fascinating but sad 

lives of my father’s grandparents.  

 

When I began researching my family I discovered a subject or legend that 

appeared to be taboo. His aunts, if asked about her, would only say ‘a 

dreadful business’.  
                                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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I did not know the names of my father’s grandparents. I discovered that 

there was a letter from his grandmother in Australia to his mother which 

stated that when she emigrated to Australia she had been ‘with child’ (i.e. 

pregnant). There was also a promise to send a ring but that never arrived. 

The only other thing I knew was that my father’s grandfather worked for 

a brewery.  

 

Over a period of 25 years, I uncovered tragic events which I eventually 

realised must be somehow connected. From my paternal grandfather’s 

birth certificate I found the name of his father (my great grandfather). 

Careful examination of civil registration, trade directory and 1881 census 

data enabled me to construct an outline family tree. 

 

My great grandfather, Henry TREASE, was a brewer’s agent. He married 

Ann, the daughter of William Bartholomew SALISBURY, a widowed 

saddler who lived in Rugeley, Staffordshire. There was no sign of Ann in 

the 1881 census but his daughters Nelly, Florrie and Ethel were at 

boarding school in Birmingham. Edith, aged only 3, was being cared for 

by a family in Rugeley and son Will, 5, was with his father in the Burton 

Brewery Company premises in Castle Street, Dudley. In 1897 Henry, 

aged only 53, died in Derby. 

 

This photograph is captioned 

‘Ethel 1yr 9mth’ and it is almost 

certain that it shows Ann with 

an eye catching hat. The picture 

dates from 1874 and was 

probably taken during a visit to 

her father. I am sure he 

delighted in such visits and I 

sincerely hope they were happy 

days for him and the family, 

before the distressing times 

ahead. 

 

Ann couldn’t be found in the 

1881 census. Had she already 

emigrated?                         

                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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I thought it was possible that the wills of close family might refer to her, 

but Henry TREASE left no will.  

 

Her mother’s will was of no help as she had died before Ann married, 

however her father died in May 1882 and in October 1883 Ann TREASE 

of Burton on Trent was granted administration of his estate.  

 

So Ann was still in England but living apart from Henry who was still in 

Dudley. Her father had died at his brother’s house and left only £5, so he 

appeared to be really ‘hard-up’. 

 

Ann’s only sibling, her brother Drayton, died in June 1880 aged 29. He 

left no will but I thought I’d look at his death certificate - maybe Ann had 

been living with him and was the informant.  

 

I was in for my first shock. Drayton, described as a glass maker in 

Wordsley, had died from a self administered opium overdose deemed at 

an inquest to be an accident not suicide. Inquests are reported in local 

newspapers but, when I eventually got to the newspaper library in 

Colindale (now closed), I couldn’t access a suitable local newspaper for 

that date. I then decided to visit the SALISBURY home town of Rugeley 

to see if I could discover anything there.  

 

I was in for another surprise; after retirement Ann’s father was elected 

chairman of the Rugeley Board, a position somewhat similar to being 

leader of the council today. Far from being ‘hard-up’, he was wealthy, a 

benefactor of the Primitive Methodist Church and was highly respected in 

the community.  

 

He and the Earl of Lichfield had laid foundation stones for Rugeley Town 

Hall (since demolished). I approached the Rugeley local history society in 

the hope that they would have a photograph of the foundation stone 

laying ceremony. Their secretary told me the stone was in her front 

garden after being rescued by her husband! In addition to a picture, she 

supplied much information about the SALISBURY family who were 

prominent in Victorian Rugeley.  

 

I was puzzled; why did Ann’s father die penniless, living in his brother’s 

home, and why was his son a humble glass maker? Had William ‘sold up’ 

and put all his wealth in a trust for his grandchildren?  
                                                                                                                             (contd.)                                
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I was stumped for what to do next until my sister returned from a visit to 

a cousin in France who gave her a copy of the SALISBURY family tree.  

 

This showed that William Salisbury had married his first cousin, Eleanor 

Salisbury, and she had a brother, John, who was alive in the 1880s. John's 

only daughter, also called Eleanor, had a childless marriage so the Trease 

children were the last in that Salisbury family line. 

 

John SALISBURY’s will, dated December 1880, indicated that Ann and 

Henry were out of favour and had almost certainly already separated. He 

bequeathed 19 guineas to Ann and nothing to Henry. Friends and distant 

relatives got more and he expressly prevented the bequests to Ann’s five 

children ending up in the hands of their parents.  

 

A Codicil dated 2nd July 1883 cancelled the bequest to Ann which 

indicated that she’d done something more shocking than simply living 

apart from Henry but I couldn’t see how I was ever going to find out what 

it was.  

It must have 

been a struggle 

for Henry to 

bring up his 

children alone. 

 

He said he was a 

widower so as to 

avoid awkward 

questions.                           

 

This photograph 

shows him and 

the children in 

their back garden 

and is entitled 

‘Allowell House, Dudley Sep/88’.  

 

In his stove pipe hat he looks quite fearsome, but he was actually quite 

short and must have been standing on something. Daughters, Ethel, 

Florrie, and Nelly certainly wouldn’t dress like that for tennis today! 

Edith and Will are holding croquet mallets. 
                                                                                                                             (contd.)                                
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I began to research Henry and Ann’s daughters and visited my only living 

uncle, the son of Florrie (the centre child in the photo) taking with me 

photos of persons and places I hoped he could identify. He was a mine of 

family information. He said ‘The sisters never mentioned their mother. I 

was unaware of her until around 1957 when Nelly (second from the right 

in the photograph) let the cat out the bag!  

 

I was told that she went to Melbourne and married a man named 

CLARKE. When I subsequently mentioned this to my mother, she was 

cross that Nelly had mentioned it at all and ‘did not wish to hear mention 

of that woman (i.e. Ann) again.’ 

 

I showed him a photo of an elderly 

lady sitting on a deck chair captioned 

‘Mrs CLARKE aged 80 years’.  

 

He immediately recognised her 

likeness to his aunt Ethel and said that, 

without doubt, that this was his 

grandmother Ann TREASE. The type 

of photo dates it to around 1927 but for 

reasons unknown she is wearing 

clothes of an earlier era. So the family 

legend was true; Ann had written to 

my grandmother and must have sent 

her this photo which had survived - 

what a pity the letters had not been 

kept! I thanked my uncle and said I’d 

keep in touch.  

 

Sadly he died before I could arrange a 

follow-up visit. 

 

Research now switched to Australia. I’d helped some Aussie ‘rellies’ 

from a more distant TREASE family with research here in the U.K. and 

they kindly offered to reciprocate by researching Ann CLARKE in 

Melbourne. They reported back that Ann had married William CLARKE 

in 1899, two years after Henry’s death.  
                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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She had a son Henry Barton CLARKE born in 1889, who became a boot 

maker (did he make the boots worn by Ann in the photo?), married a 

widow in 1916 and died in 1961 without leaving any children of his own. 

William died in 1914 and Ann died in 1934. No sign of any earlier child, 

so maybe the family legend about Ann leaving the UK ‘with child’ was 

incorrect. 

 

I searched the passenger lists and found William and Ann CLARKE on 

the SS Orient which docked in Melbourne in May 1884. The list gave 

Ann’s age as 26 (she was actually 36) and William’s age as 20 (he was 

actually 19).  

 

Their 1899 Melbourne marriage register entry records that Evelyn Ann 

SALISBURY, 42, spinster, born in Italy, daughter of William 

Bartholomew SALISBURY and Eleanor SALISBURY (maiden name 

Villiers) married William CLARKE, 34, traveller, bachelor, born 

Staffordshire, son of Henry CLARKE and Alice CLARKE (maiden name 

BARTON). This perpetuated the untruth about Ann’s age and added two 

more as she was actually born in Rugeley and her mother’s maiden name 

was SALISBURY. I believe I now know the reason for these untruths but 

that is another story! 

 

Although I now knew what had happened, I was puzzled why a mother, 

after 8 years of bearing and bringing up 5 children, would simply run off 

with a minor knowing that she’d never see her family again. The trauma 

and sorrow felt by her children must have been awful.  

 

Strangely the cause of their separation didn’t appear to be infidelity. 

Henry never had another partner and William CLARKE, who in the 1881 

census was only 16 years old and living with his grandmother in Burton 

on Trent, appears to have come on the scene several years after Ann and 

Henry had separated. I felt really pleased that I had solved the mystery of 

Ann TREASE and consequently closed the book on that bit of research.  

 

Little did I know that I had barely scratched the surface of the story of 

what had actually happened! I resumed the research into Henry’s 

children. After Henry died Eleanor HARDY (daughter of John 

SALISBURY) who had married but was childless, welcomed them into 

her large home and treated them like the family she’d never had.  
 

                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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Her late husband and his brother had established Hardy’s Brewery of 

Kimberley, Nottingham and were wealthy benefactors of that town. 

 

It was many years later that I stumbled on several references to Henry 

TREASE in the BNA (British Newspaper Archives). The first was a 

partnership in a Birmingham Stone and Marble Masons called ‘Bowrey 

and Trease’ from which he withdrew in April 1875. The second was a 

partnership in what seemed a grander venture known as ‘Lewis and 

Trease’ involving two brickworks and a colliery. In June 1876 he took 

over total control of this business but it was unclear where he got the 

money to do this.  

 

An 1880 trade directory listed Henry as manager of the Burton Brewery 

Co. operation in Dudley so he must have abandoned the brick making 

business before 1880. However, no records of bankruptcy or business 

transfers could be found in the London Gazette. 

 

A few years after that I stumbled across another BNA reference 

concerning bankruptcy proceedings for William Bartholomew 

SALISBURY. The date, the 12th August 1880, set my pulse racing (yes, I 

know it’s sad but family history research can be very exciting) - it was 

only 8 weeks after his son Drayton had taken the opium overdose. I 

returned to the BNA to renew my search for a newspaper report of the 

inquest and this time − Eureka!  

 

The gist of the report was that Drayton had gone to Wordsley on ‘a spree’ 

and hung around with drinking companions for a few weeks telling them 

he was a jockey from Rugeley. The day he died, he asked one of them, a 

chemist called Carr, to get him some laudanum.  

 

Carr hadn’t enough money for the widely used Batley’s solution so 

instead bought Southall’s solution, which is purer and stronger, but no 

dosage was written on the bottle.  

 

That night Drayton retired to bed drunk and downed the whole bottle. 

After an adjournment, the verdict was ‘that the deceased died of opium 

poisoning, taken by himself in ignorance of the proper dose’.  

 

 
                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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Suicide was a crime in those days and prevented burial in consecrated 

ground. Drayton’s father would have done all he could to prevent such a 

verdict and may have asked for an adjournment.  

 

He almost certainly communicated the following to the coroner which 

was passed on to the jury: - 

 

1) Drayton had wealthy parents and a good education (which eliminated a 

motive).  

2) He’d been addicted to drinking and wild habits for the last 2 or 3 years 

(ruling out a one off event).  

3) He took laudanum when drunk because he thought it helped him to 

sober up (to explain why he took opium when already drunk and retiring 

to bed for the night).  

However a surgeon at the inquest said there was no way laudanum would 

actually sober him up. 

 

Although point 1) was true, Drayton must have known about his father’s 

impending bankruptcy. Point 2) indicated that Drayton had gone ‘off the 

rails’ about 1878 which was around the time Henry appears to have 

abandoned his business. In the 1871 census Drayton was recorded as a 

surveyor and appeared to have a good career ahead of him. The 

occupation of glass maker on the death certificate appears to be a 

fabrication preferable to stating no occupation. Wordsley was, at that 

time, the centre of British glassmaking. 

 

Mimicking an episode of the TV series ‘New Tricks’, I re-examined the 

evidence:  

 

If that bottle had contained Batley’s solution of laudanum, would it have 

killed him? Possibly but it would depend on how habituated he was to it.  

 

Did we know for sure that he downed the whole bottle? Unclear!  

 

Would he really have taken it when he was going to sleep? Surely no 

point - you’d sleep off your drunkenness. Unfortunately like much of this 

family history, I remained baffled and unlike ‘New Tricks’ there was no-

one I could interview. 
                                                                                                                               

                                                                              

                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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I reconsidered the issues concerning William’s bankruptcy. He was a 

retired and responsible person. It was inconceivable that he would get 

into debt on his own. Drayton was unstable and could have done 

something irresponsible that his father sorted out with a monetary 

payment. The same could have happened with Ann but seemed unlikely. 

However, Henry’s return to his old occupation of brewer’s agent 

definitely suggested that his business was no longer viable. If Henry 

couldn’t repay money lent to him by his father-in-law, it shouldn’t make 

William bankrupt, unless it was money that William had himself 

borrowed. Maybe William had taken on all the debts of the business to 

safeguard his grandchildren but I can’t find records of this in the London 

Gazette. 

 

Ann must have been devastated by her brother’s death (particularly if she 

thought it was suicide) and her father’s bankruptcy (which brought such 

an unfair and humiliating end to his distinguished life). If she thought it 

was all Henry’s fault that might explain why she left him. 

 

However that doesn’t fully explain why Drayton became unstable, unless, 

of course, he’d been working with Henry at the time the business became 

unprofitable and had sacrificed his professional career. I realised I could 

speculate forever on what had actually happened. 

 

This was my first venture into family history research and it remains 

tantalisingly incomplete but I have learnt many lessons: - 

 

1. Beware of making assumptions. Without the family legend of Ann’s 

emigration, I would have assumed that she’d died and her death 

registration was incorrectly indexed, particularly as Henry described 

himself as a widower in the 1891 census. Also, as Henry’s occupation in 

the censuses was in the brewery trade, I never considered he may have 

had career changes in between censuses. 

 

2. You know this one already - capture your relatives’ memories as soon 

as you can. I only just got to my uncle in time and the information he 

gave me was the turning point in my research. 

 

3. Do tap every resource available. My cousin, my uncle, a Rugeley local 

history society, Rugeley Library, and Australian ‘rellies’ all gave me 

information I could not readily obtain from elsewhere.                      
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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4. Look in the BNA for local newspapers where you will find obituaries, 

reports of inquests, weddings, school/sports prizes, and the like 

(remember access to the BNA is free in Hillingdon libraries at present). If 

your family were in business on their own account look them up in the 

London Gazette, a free internet resource.  

 

5. If, like me, you are researching your family name on the male side 

don’t neglect researching the wives’ immediate families. Ann’s brother 

Drayton’s tragic death and her father’s bankruptcy were significant 

events in Henry’s life. 

 

6. Never congratulate yourself that you’ve finished. Even now, after 25 

years, more information relevant to the story above could suddenly 

appear. 

 

You may have detected the pleasure/excitement I have had from the 

problem solving - for me it beats crossword puzzles and sudokus any day.  

 

Also the background research on laudanum, the brewery trade, and even 

tennis in the Victorian age becomes really engrossing when you can 

relate it to your own family. If you’re new to family history, I hope you’ll 

find your new hobby as rewarding as I have. 

 

Happy researching! 

 

 

 

 
     

West Surrey Family History Society 
REGISTERED CHARITY NO 278091   REGISTERED CHARITY NO 27809 

 

     Family History Fair & Open Day  
                           10.00am to 4.30pm 

Woking Leisure Centre, Kingfield Road, Woking 

GU22 9BA Saturday, on 3
rd

 November 2018. 

Admission is FREE. There is a cafeteria on site and there is plenty of 

parking for which Woking Borough Council charges apply. 
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A TALK ─ 18
th

 AND 19
th

 CENTURY NEWSPAPERS 
By John Symons 

 

 

On Thursday 17
th

 May 2018 we were pleased to welcome back Else 

Churchill from the Society of Genealogists who chose as her topic the 

relevance of old newspapers to family history research. 

 

Else began with a warning, which I can fully endorse, that you should 

allow at least three times the amount of time allotted to any old 

newspaper research. Not only will it take longer to find given references 

but unless you are exceptionally strong willed, you will find other stories 

to distract you. 

 

The newspaper titles available cover all of the United Kingdom. The 

national collection is held by the British Library www.bl.uk and in 

addition local titles are held by local studies and libraries (the Hillingdon 

Local Studies department at Uxbridge Library holds many titles for our 

area). The Society of Genealogists also has a printed catalogue of 

available titles. The earliest titles date back to 1701 but there are far more 

available from the 19
th
 century.  

 

The British Library also has the Burney Collection, the work of the 

Reverend Charles Burney, in about 700 bound volumes. These contain 

17
th
 and 18

th
 newspapers and pamphlets mostly published in London. 

 

In recent years access to historic newspapers has been revolutionised by 

the publication of many titles online by the British Newspaper Archive on 

 

https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/ 

 

in association with The British Library. The main advantage here is that it 

is possible to search for words and phrases but caution is needed because 

the optical character recognition process often incorrectly reads the 

original characters.  

 

The same titles are also available on FindMyPast but the search facility 

on BNA is more advanced. About half of the British Library’s titles have 

already been digitised.  
                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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What might you find? The list is almost endless but includes: 

 

• Announcements of births, deaths and marriages, sometimes with 

reports of marriages or funerals and obituaries. 

 

• Court reports: your ancestors may have been the victim of or 

perpetrator of a crime or misdemeanour or a witness to a crime. 

 

• Trade reports or advertisements. 

 

• Sports news if your ancestor was in the local team. 

 

There are also other online indexes such as the Times Digital Archive and 

many overseas indexes. For example if you have Australian connections 

you will find Trove invaluable  

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/ 

 

The size of this resource continually grows in size and content and should 

not be overlooked. It may well provide a little insight or colour to your 

ancestors’ lives. 

 
 

 

A TALK ─ THE HISTORY OF E.M.I. 

By John Symons  
 

 

On 21
st
 June 2018 Tony Kemp gave his talk on the background to one of 

the most important industrial works in the area, E.M.I. Most of us know 

of the site in Blyth Road, Hayes but Tony, who worked there for many 

years, was able to provide so much more information. 

 

The antecedent of E.M.I. was The Gramophone Record Company which 

was formed in 1898. They used the famous name ‘His Majesty’s Voice’ 

as a trademark and their record label used the picture of a dog apparently 

listening to a recording of his master’s voice.  

 

In 1907 they acquired the Hayes site where, by 1908, they produced 

shellac records which played at 78 revolutions per minute, the standard at 

that time.                                                                                            (contd.)                                
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1911 map of the Hayes site. 

 

 

 

The Office in 1912                                                                               
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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During the First World War production was diverted to support the war 

effort in particular for shell fuses but when the war ended record 

production was stepped up. 

 

E.M.I. (Electrical Musical Industries) was formed in 1931 which 

incorporated a merger with Columbia Records. In the 1930s together, 

with Marconi, work progressed on the development of radar and this 

along with other defence work accounted for much of their activity 

during the Second World War. Also during the 1930s they produced 

‘Rudge’ motor cycles and the early television sets. 

 

Production of Vinyl records started in 1952 which led to the decline of 

the ‘78s’ until 1960 when it ceased. By this time the number of staff 

employed on the site was 14,000.  

 

New emerging technologies meant that vinyl records were in decline and 

in the 1990s E.M.I. left the site which is now part of a large 

redevelopment plan. 

 

Tony’s talk sparked a fair amount of interest from members of the 

audience with family connections to the site. He recommended contact 

with Joanna Hughes, Heritage Curator for the EMI Archive Trust who 

will happily answer any questions or comments. She may be contacted by 

email at info@emiarchivetrust.org but she has told us that no old staff 

records have survived. 

 

  

 

FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

By Patricia Reynolds 

 

I hope all our members have enjoyed the 

summer even though it was too hot for 

many of us to do anything but rest. 

 

Still it is now time to pick ourselves up 

and get on with hopefully finding all our 

elusive ancestors.  
                                                                 (contd.) 
 

 

 



 
Hillingdon Family History Society            38                                       September 2018 

We still need to draw in new members, so pass the word on – where we 

are and what we can offer. 

 

Our research mornings, both at Uxbridge Library (Saturdays) and the 

Research Room (Fridays) in Hercies Road, have been very well attended 

but despite having a series of really good speakers, attendance at our 

meetings has been disappointing. It would be interesting to hear from you 

all why you no longer attend these meetings. 

     

 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 
 

S88 Mrs. Pamela Sweales  

 

 

 

 

MEMBER INTERESTS 

 

C52 Mrs. Sylvia Cook 

70 Keith Park Road, Uxbridge, Middlesex. UB10 0FG 

 

NAME COUNTY AREA DATE(S) 

BROOKS SFK Bacton 1800s + 

DAWKINS BKM Great Horwood 1700s + 

FOWLES MDX Cowley  1800s + 

FOWLES MDX Paddington 1800s + 

REEVES OXF Launton 1800s + 

SEARLES ESS Great Leighs 1700s + 
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Hayes Carnival 2018 with Gill, Patricia and Jean. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                    

                                                     

                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                   

 

                                

                                   Ickenham Festival 2018 with Gill, Patricia and Val 
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RESEARCH BY HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

 
                                                             

 

?      
 

 

 

The society undertakes a limited amount of investigation on behalf of 

members and others.  

                                                                                                            

Local investigations involving the London Borough of Hillingdon and its 

nine ancient parishes will generally be restricted to the sources detailed in 

‘Family History in Hillingdon’ published by the society (at present in the 

process of being updated and revised).  

 

In addition we can extend searches using the London Metropolitan 

Archives and the National Archives at Kew and other London record 

offices. 

 

We can also carry out national investigations embracing the whole of the 

U.K. as well as other countries worldwide.    

 

The society charges members £5.00 per hour for pursuing such enquiries 

(£10.00 per hour for non-members), plus the cost of any expenses 

necessarily incurred such as copying, postage etc.  

 

Those who want to make use of this service should be specific as to their 

requirements and should indicate clearly the upper limit of expenditure 

they are willing to incur. It must be appreciated that in some cases an 

investigation may not produce any results or may result in a negative 

answer, in these cases a charge will still have to be made.  

 

Please contact the Membership Secretary or email the society, see back 

cover for contact information. 
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HELP LINE 

 

 

In this part of the journal we advertise pleas, from members and non-

members, for information and assistance. If you have become “stuck” on 

some part of your family tree but believe that the answer may lie here in 

our corner of Middlesex, our local knowledge may be able to help. 

 

Members may advertise at no cost, but a charge of £2 for each entry is 

made for non-members.  Send your queries (with as much specific detail 

as possible please), together with payment, to the membership secretary:- 

  

Mrs Patricia Reynolds,  

20 Lilac Place,Yiewsley, West Drayton, 

Middlesex UB7 8LR. 
 

 

 

CAN YOU HELP APRIL? 
 

 

From our Help Line we have a request from April Ashton (A21) for any 

information or knowledge of THE SOUTHALL DEVELOPMENT 

SYNDICATE.  

 

On 13
th

 November 1929 at an Extraordinary Meeting pursuant to the 

Companies (Consolidation) Act 1908, passed a resolution ‘That the 

Company be wound up voluntarily; and that Cecil Frederic Twist, of 413 

Moorgate, E.C. 2, be appointed Liquidator for the purposes of such 

winding-up’.  

 

The syndicate’s address in 1908 was Bedford Road, London. 
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PBN PUBLICATIONS 

(Established 1988) 

 

WE SPECIALISE IN TRANSCRIBING, INDEXING & PUBLISHING 

ALL TYPES OF SUSSEX MATERIAL FOR FAMILY HISTORIANS 

 

PRE-1841 CENSUS RETURNS        PARISH REGISTERS 

1841 CENSUS RETURNS                POLL BOOKS & DIRECTORIES 

MILITIA LISTS    CREW LISTS 

GAOL RECORDS               MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS 

POPULATION SURVEYS              QUARTER SESSIONS RECORDS 

 

59 PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE ON CD OR AS BOOK/FICHE 

 

PARISHES COVERED IN OUR PUBLICATIONS 

 

ALCISTON:  ALFRISTON:  ARLINGTON:  ASHBURNHAM:   BARCOMBE:   

BATTLE: BEDDINGHAM: BERWICK: BEXHILL: BISHOPSTONE: 

BLACHINGTON: BRIGHTLING:     BRIGHTON:     BURWASH:     

BUXTED:    CATSFIELD:    CHAILEY: CHALVINGTON: CHIDDINGLY: 

CROWHURST: DALLINGTON: DENTON: DITCHLING: EASTBOURNE: 

EAST CHILTINGTON: EAST DEAN: EAST GRINSTEAD: EAST 

HOATHLY: ETCHINGHAM: EWHURST: FAIRLIGHT: FLETCHING: 

FOLKINGTON: FRAMFIELD: FRANT: FRISTON: GLYNDE: GUESTLING: 

HAILSHAM: HAMSEY: HARTFIELD: HASTINGS: HEIGHTON: 

HELLINGLY: HERSTMONCEUX: HOLLINGTON: HOOE: HORSTED 

KEYNES:  ISFIELD: JEVINGTON: LAMBERHURST: LAUGHTON: 

LEWES: LINDFIELD: LITLINGTON: LITTLE HORSTED: LULLINGTON: 

MARESFIELD: MAYFIELD: MOUNTFIELD: NEWHAVEN: NEWICK: 

NINFIELD: ORE: PENHURST: PETT: PEVENSEY:   PLUMPTON:   

RINGMER:  RIPE:    ROTHERFIELD:    ROTTINGDEAN: SEAFORD: 

SEDLESCOMBE: SELMESTON: SOUTH MALLING: STANMER: STREAT: 

TARRING: TICEHURST: UCKFIELD: WADHURST: WALDRON: 

WARTLING: WEST DEAN: WESTFIELD: WEST FIRLE: WESTHAM: 

WESTMESTON: WHATLINGTON: WILLINGDON: WILMINGTON: 

WITHYHAM: WIVELSFIELD. 

 

FOR FULL DETAILS SEE OUR WEBSITE: 

 

www.pbnpublications.com 
 

OR SEND S.A.E. TO: PBN PUBLICATIONS, 

24 THE AVENUE, ICKENHAM, MIDDLESEX  UB10 8NP 
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HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS 
 

 

Please note that prices are in pounds (£) sterling and EXCLUDE 

postage and packing (see below). 
 

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE ON CD – ROM  Cost 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877  5.50 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877  5.50 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 5.50 

St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.   5.50 

St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 

Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 

St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. 5.50 

The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929 5.50 

St. John’s Church, Hillingdon, Middx.  Burials  1903–1924 5.50 

  

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE AS FICHE SETS  

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877 (set of 4) 4.00 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877 (set of 2) 2.00 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 (set of 1) 1.00 

St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 3) 3.00 

St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 2) 2.00 

Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.   (set of 2) 2.00 

St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. (set of 1) 1.00 

The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929  (set of 2) 2.00 

Middlesex Sessions Records (Hillingdon Extracts)                                (set of 2) 2.00 

 

Please add postage and packaging as follows: 

 For each set of fiche............................................................... £1.00 

 For each CD–ROM to UK address........................................ £1.00 

 For airmail to overseas addresses…..Email Mrs. G. May for costs. 
 

Cheques should be in pounds STERLING, crossed A/C payee and made 

payable to Hillingdon Family History Society. 

 

The publications can be obtained from the Publications Officer: 
 

Mrs. Gill May, 20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8BB 
 

Telephone:  01753 885602   Email:  gillmay20@btinternet.com 

 

or alternatively visit these on–line bookshops: 

www.parishchest.com     and      www.genfair.com     
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Hillingdon Park Baptist Church, 25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon  

(car park at rear of church accessed from Auriol Drive). 

 

There is a public car park on the eastern side of Long Lane (access 

between the Co-op & the Chinese take away restaurant, or via the exit 

slip road off the A40 from London). The nearest L.T. station is 

Hillingdon and there is a U2 bus stop on Hercies Road outside the 

Church. Please note that the main entrance to the Church is on the side of 

the Church. Our Research Room is on the 1
st
 floor. 

 

It is open one morning each week (Friday) and at our monthly meetings. 

On the first Saturday of each month our research session is held in 

Uxbridge Library (6
th
 floor). A bulletin issued at every monthly meeting 

gives the opening dates of the Research Room. The Society does not meet 

or open the Research Room during August. 



 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

OFFICERS 

 

President Michael Gandy, B.A., F.S.G. 

 

Chairman Ian Harvey 01895 635230 

 24 The Avenue, Ickenham, Middlesex. UB10 8NP 

 

Vice Chair John Symons 01895 677722 

 11 Wye Close, Ruislip, Middlesex. HA4 7RQ 

 

Vice Chair Joy Higgs 01895 272745 

 16 Hyacinth Drive, Uxbridge, Middlesex. UB10 9QX 

 

Secretary Gill May 01753 885602 

 20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks. SL9 8BB 

 

Treasurer Charles Hampshire 01895 821351 

 4 Barrington Drive, Harefield, Middlesex. UB9 6RL 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

Librarian Valerie Fitch 0208 864 4980 

 43 Doncaster Drive, Northolt, Middlesex. UB5 4AT 

 

Membership Patricia Reynolds 01895 444442 

 20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, West Drayton, Middx. UB7 8LR 

 

Programme      Anne Moss                                                         01895 263669  

Secretary          20 Churchill Close, Hillingdon, Middlesex.         UB10 0EA   

 

Projects Joy Higgs 01895 272745 

 16 Hyacinth Drive, Uxbridge, Middlesex UB10 9QW 

 

Publicity Charles Hampshire 01895 821351 

 4 Barrington Drive, Harefield, Middlesex. UB9 6RL 
 

Journal Editors         John Symons, Alan Rowland 
 

Webmaster         Doug Adams 
 

Website: www.hfhs.org.uk  Email: enquiries@hfhs.org.uk 

 

Journal Printed by:                 EVOLVE      01923 774111 
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IF UNDELIVERED PLEASE RETURN TO: 

   Patricia Reynolds, 20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, West Drayton, Middlesex. UB7 8LR 

U.K. 
 

 

Nine ancient Middlesex parishes    

were incorporated into the new 

London Borough of Hillingdon :     

Cowley, Harefield, Harlington, 

Harmondsworth, Hayes, Hillingdon, 

Ickenham, Ruislip and West Drayton 

The original records and registers 

for these parishes are now kept at: 

London Metropolitan Archives, 

40 Northampton Road, Clerkenwell 

London. EC1R 0HB 
 

Hillingdon today embraces a mixture of Greater London suburbs, ancient  

and modern, large and small, each with its own distinctive identity. 

Heathrow Airport lies at the Southern end of the borough. Other localities in 

the Borough include Colham Green, Eastcote, Longford, Northwood, Ruislip 

Manor, Sipson, South Ruislip, Uxbridge, Yeading and Yiewsley. 


