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2018 PROGRAMME OF OUR MEETINGS 

 
 

Unless stated otherwise meetings take place at Hillingdon Baptist Church, 

25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9LS 

Doors open at 7.30 p.m. 

 

 
 

DATE SPEAKER SUBJECT 

Tuesday 23
rd

 January 

joint U3A 2.00 p.m. 

Dave Annal ‘Lost in London’ 

Thursday 15
th
 February Jenny Mallin ‘A Grandmother’s Legacy; a memoir 

of 5 generations in the days of the Raj’ 

Thursday 15
th

 March A.G.M.  

 

Thursday 19
th

 April  

 

Ian Harvey 

‘The Die is Cast: Drowning, 

Illegitimacy and Emigration. A Family 

History with Sources for the Brave.’ 

Thursday 17
th

 May Else Churchill ‘18
th

 & 19
th

 Century Newspapers’  

Thursday 21
st
 June Tony Kemp ‘The History of E.M.I.’ 

Thursday 19
th

 July Rev. Paul Hullyer ‘Charles Booth − His Life and Labour 

of London’ 

AUGUST NO MEETING NO MEETING 

Tuesday 4
th
 September 

joint U3A 2.00 p.m. 

Nick Barratt ‘Researching and Writing Your Family 

History’ 

Thursday 18
th

 October  MEMBERS EVENING 

Tuesday 13
th

 November 

joint U3A 2.00 p.m. 

Derek Morris ‘Insurance and Family History’ 

Thursday 6
th

 December  SOCIAL/QUIZ EVENING 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember that we always welcome visitors to our 

meetings and that the entrance fee for them is £1. 
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      CHAIRMAN'S NOTES     
By Ian Harvey 

 
 

Wills are tricky things that tend to get people generally (and family 

historians in particular) very excited; perhaps too excited! 

 

Has all the money been left to the Battersea Dogs Home? Has one sibling 

inherited more than another thereby creating some huge feud in the 

family? Is there a deed of variation whereby the wishes expressed in the 

will itself are overturned? Is there no will at all? All are possible sources 

of ‘sturm und drang’ i.e. ‘storm and stress’ or turmoil. 

  

Below is the famous last page of Shakespeare’s will in which he 

famously leaves his wife the ‘second best bed’.  
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Would she have been miffed at this? Or is it possible that she actually 

preferred the second best bed. Perhaps it was more comfortable! History 

does not tell us! 

 

Broadly speaking there are two reasons why family historians get excited 

about wills. 

 

Firstly, in listing recipients of bequests insights may be found about 

family members who had otherwise escaped the researcher’s radar. For 

example it may have been written ‘to my son John who resides in parish 

X’ when it is known that the writer of the will lived in parish Y.   

 

Secondly, the will gives some indication of the social station of the 

individual. Shakespeare was obviously wealthy enough to have a first and 

second best bed. My great great Grandmother was not wealthy but she 

attached to her will an inventory of all the contents in her cottage, down 

to the last teaspoon. Incidentally it provides a fascinating insight into a 

Victorian home.  

 

As many of you will know, wills were not always written for many of our 

ancestors were illiterate? How many, in that case, could afford a solicitor 

to write a will? They could give a verbal will in front of witnesses. I stand 

to be corrected but I believe that under English law this is still possible 

although it is hardly ever used these days. 

 

In October I read a news article that intrigued me. It concerned an unsent 

text message on a mobile phone that appeared to be the will of a recently 

deceased man. What surprised me was that it was accepted by an 

Australian court as a valid will.   

 

Brisbane Supreme Court ruled that the unsent text, which left everything 

that he had to his brother and nephew, indicated his intentions. 

Apparently the law in Queensland was changed in 2006 to allow for less 

formal types of documents to be considered as a will. In 2013 they 

accepted a DVD simply marked ‘my will’.    

 

We live in a curious modern age and this kind of thing has the potential to 

throw up new problems for family historians. Who would think to look at 

a mobile phone? Incidentally, the text message made no mention of his 

wife! She, not unexpectedly, was reported as ‘not amused’. 
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EDITORS’  JOTTINGS 

 

 

We have had a tremendous response to our appeal to members for articles 

and other material in the December edition. So our thanks to all who sent 

us articles; they will appear in the next few editions. 

 

We also had this suggestion from April Ashton:  

‘Why not ask members to search out old photographs of the locality, scan 

them as jpeg files and send them to the society. A ‘gallery’ featuring them 

together with say just a few sentences would make an interesting item’.  

 

N.B. Any members wishing to act on April’s suggestion but who do not 

have access to a computer can send their photographs to us and after 

scanning we will return them safely (in the same condition that we 

receive them).  

 
Robin Hoare wrote to say: ‘The Chairman's notes reminded me of a 

number of resources I have found in secondhand bookshops during the 

past few years. They include: British Military Badges & Buttons: British 

Military Uniforms: Medal Rolls of Officers & Men of the New Zealand 

Colonial Units for services in the New Zealand Wars 1845-1866:British 

Regiments 1914-1918 this lists all the regiments and their deployment 

during WW1 and was produced against individual orders as opposed to 

general publication: The Naval Long Service Medals (1830-1990). 

Charity/Secondhand bookshops should not be disregarded as a source for 

genealogy books, the above have cost me no more than £5 in total! 
 

N.B. See the piece by Robin on page 17 

 
 

We carried out research for a member and received the following letter 

from Marcia Dancer: 

‘..I am really thrilled with all you found on the ‘Dancers’… There is a lot 

to go through with more ideas to research all due to you…Many many 

thanks, Marcia’  

 

Following this great response let us keep the process going so that we do 

not have to reduce the number of journal pages because of lack of 

material. 
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WHERE WERE THEY BORN? (Continued) 

By John Bridger 

 

 

As I stated at the conclusion of the first part of ‘Where were they born?’ 

(Journal No. 120 December 2017) I was happy to have found where my 2 

x great grandfather’s first two sons were born. This didn’t mean that there 

was more to be discovered. 

 

The 1839 Parish baptism register for David MORGAN, the second son, 

gives the abode as ‘Irland or near St. John’s’. Was Irland a miss-spelling 

of Ireland?  

 

 

David Morgan BRIDGER baptism parish record entry. 

 

 

On the other hand David’s birth registration (below) gave the family 

address as ‘Back Lane’ Swansea. 

 

 

My earlier researches had shown that Francis, David’s father, came to 

Swansea from Pagham, Sussex, his birthplace. The only other place that 

Francis lived was Abergwili, Carmarthenshire.  
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I decided to leave this and moved on to further research of Francis’s 

siblings. My interest centred on a younger brother Charles. There was no 

record of him in either the 1841 or 1851 censuses. I eventually found him 

on the 1861 census which recorded him, with his wife and children at an 

address in  Birkenhead, The Wirral, Cheshire.  Since this census also gave 

his place of birth as Pagham, Sussex. I concluded this was Charles the 

brother of Francis! 

 

Of great interest was the stated birth place of the wife and seven of the 

couple’s children (born between 1838 and 1855) − Ireland!  

 

This in itself did not resolve the problem of ‘Irland’ but it did open up 

possibilities. Judging by the range of birth dates of his children (1838 to 

1855) Charles must have been in Ireland for at least 17 years. Irish records 

and newspapers were unable to throw any light on his life in Ireland until I 

looked at the later newspaper editions. There in the Irish section of the 

British Newspaper Archives for the Dublin edition of the Daily Express 

25
th
 February 1889 I found this item;  

 

‘Bridger on 25 February (1889) at Birkenhead, of paralysis, aged 46 

years John, son of the late Charles Bridger of Birkenhead, formerly of 

Farm Cottage, Newport, Co. Mayo’ 

 

John was the second son of Charles and it confirms that the family lived in 

County Mayo. Farm Cottage also suggests that Charles worked on the land 

or possibly had his own holding. Newport is on the far west coast of 

Ireland which is by road and ferry some 580 miles from Pagham, Sussex.  

 

This raised more questions: 

Did Charles go directly from Pagham to County Mayo?  

Why choose the most westerly side of Ireland? 

Why was he there at all?  

 

Perhaps the following would give the answer to some of my queries. In 

1844 the government set up a commission ‘TO ENQUIRE INTO THE 

OCCUPATION OF LAND IN IRELAND’. It had wide ranging terms of 

reference and covered all aspects of land use. 

 

In Part 2 I came across this entry; ‘Witness No. 480 Charles Bridger of 

Newport C. Mayo’. These extracts from his evidence on pages 442-445 

lead me to believe it was my Charles. 
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These extracts give support to my belief that it is my Charles. Firstly he 

lived in Newport, secondly he had a farm there and thirdly he was from 

Sussex. The reference to his father (John) could explain why I have been 

unable to find John and wife Sarah in English records. He could have 

moved his family from Pagham to Ireland which left Francis his brother to 

move to Swansea 
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Charles’s work in land drainage was reported in the Mayo Constitution 

Journal, 29
th
 September 1843, of The Westpoint Agricultural Society 

Autumn Show. Charles received an award ‘For draining not less than two 

acres - Charles Bridger Note....This part of Co. Mayo is boggy and 

required drainage’. 

 

I knew that on the 1861 census Charles and his family were in Birkenhead. 

1855 was the birth year of his last child to be born in Ireland so they must 

have returned to England between those dates.  

 

This raised another question - why did they leave County Mayo? Two 

situations could have contributed to Charles’s decision to return to 

England. 

 

1) Ireland suffered a major catastrophe between 1846 and 1850. In each of 

these years the potato crop failed due to blight which became known as the 

Potato Famine. It was a time of turmoil and failure for tenant farmers but 

Charles seemed to have survived with help in 1846 and 1847 from the 

Ireland Poverty Relief Loans facility. He received £1 and £1-10s which at 

the time were large amounts for a tenant farmer and were probably enough 

to see him through the crisis. The loans appear to have been repaid later.  

 

2) The land owner, Sir Robert O'Donnell, had fallen into severe financial 

difficulties in the 1850s. The result was that he sold most of his 30,000 

acres until he had only 7,500 acres. These upheavals and changes must 

have affected the tenants of Sir Richard and perhaps Charles had to look 

elsewhere for employment. A steadier and predictable life in thriving 

Liverpool must have been just what was required. In the 1861 census he 

was a foreman on the docks. 

 

To return to the problem of the abode recorded as ‘Irland’ in the parish 

record of the baptism of David MORGAN.  

 

Two facts remain; David’s birth was registered by his mother six days 

after the birth; David’s baptism recorded the abode as Irland near St. 

Johns. These facts have posed a new set of questions: 

 

Francis did not register his son, where was he? 

 

Two addresses were given in the baptism record; did this mean that  

Francis was in Ireland and Mary in St. Johns, Swansea? 
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Did this mean that Francis was visiting his brother in Ireland? If so was 

Francis considering moving to Ireland to join his brother?  

 

Nothing I've found throws any certainty on any of this but what is certain 

is that the 1841 census shows Francis and family in Abergwili, 

Carmarthenshire. 

 

 

 

A COMMEMORATION OF RUISLIP COACHMAKERS 

By Melanie Winterbotham 
 

 

Even in the 19th century accounts of road conditions in Ruislip do not 

evoke scenes of elegant travel; yet our top families must have aspired at 

least to the hire of a London built coach and in the late Stuart period 

coaches were made by just one Ruislip family.  

 

Abraham KEENE, a native of Warwickshire, was apprenticed in 1666 to a 

coach maker belonging to the Company of Leathersellers in London. In 

1677, the Company of Coachmakers and Coach Harness Makers was 

granted its own charter and records of that company show that Abraham 

took on his own apprentices, two of whom were from Ruislip. In 1687 he 

took on Richard EWELL (EWER?), son of John a yeoman; and in 1692 

John LIVING, son of John, also a yeoman, who was probably a close 

relative of Abraham’s first wife. Although John Living completed his term 

and became a freeman of the Coachmakers in 1701, neither apprentice 

appears in further records. 

 

In 1681 Abraham married Mary, daughter of Richard LIVING of Ruislip.  

Mary had no children and died aged 48 in 1696. On 30
th

 October 1697, he 

married Hannah WINGFIELD in Ruislip; they had a daughter Mary in 

1699 who sadly was buried in Ruislip the same year. Hannah died in 1714, 

and Abraham in 1720, by which time he had retired to Bury Street in 

Ruislip; he still had property in London, but had ‘left off his trade’ by 1706 

and his business is not mentioned in his will. 

 

A son Abraham was baptised at St. Andrew Holborn in 1701 who was 

apprenticed in 1716 to John SHERRIFFE, a Coachmaker, who ran a 

hackney coach and four horses.  
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Alas, this master died the same year and Abraham was apparently not 

transferred to either his master’s widow or another Coachmaker.  His 

father’s will three years later provides that ‘when he shall come to be an 

apprentice I desire he may have such clothes and tooles as may be useful 

for him during his apprenticeship and to allow him fourty shillings yearly 

as my executors shall see needful for him during his apprenticeship.’  

Abraham junior is only to come into his property once he has reached the 

ripe age of 24. 

 

Abraham did become a company member, possibly by patrimony (i.e. by 

virtue of his father’s membership); there is no record of him as an 

employer. Like many second generation London craftsmen, he may have 

preferred life as a country gentleman, though not for long in his case, as he 

died unmarried at the age of 31 in 1732. 

 

Abraham’s will is unusual in naming so many of those important to him in 

life, and informing us of his funeral and burial arrangements. He had 

clearly spent much time in London and had friends and relatives connected 

with his trade i.e. other coachmakers, a tyre smith, an upholsterer, and a 

currier (who would prepare the leather work) as well as other craftsmen. 

 

His affinity with his mother’s ‘town’ of Ruislip was strong. He had 

property there and was to be buried here. He remembered not only his 

peers, but labourers and brick makers (who were to receive clothing). He 

kept his mother’s gowns perhaps in the hope that a future wife could use 

the material. (But would they have been too musty after 18 years?). He is 

renting property in Ruislip from John CHILDS/CHILDE, where he had 

brewing equipment (this could have been a public house) and he also had a 

tenant, John LYON. 

 

Abraham signed his will on 10
th
 April 1732 and it was witnessed by 

William KING, William AMBRIDGE and Charles LUCAS senior. While 

his father made a few fairly humble instructions ‘not more than £8 to be 

spent on his funeral, of which 25 shillings on bread for the poor; only those 

who draw the pall are to be given hatbands and gloves’, Abraham junior 

gave remarkably detailed instructions to his executors: 
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‘He desires to be put in a yellow deal coffin two inches in thickness, and 

nominates six men to bear him to the parish church of Ruislip:  Luke Angel 

sen’r, Charles Lucas, Henry Wright smith, Henry Jackkett, Henry 

Barringer sen’r, and Richard Merry sen’r. They are each to be paid five 

shillings.’  

He notes that they are all married men, and ‘chosen amongst them I leave 

rings to in my last will and testament’. Modest in words, but not in 

statement, he desires ‘a large marble slab to be laid over our grave in 

commemoration of the death and age of us all together with the motto 

  Praises on Tombs are Trifles vainly spent 

  A Good Mans Name is his own Monument” 

 

Joseph WINGFIELD was to be his undertaker, for which he agreed a 30 

guineas charge for his own work, and £12 to the masons for the ‘Stone in 

Completion’. 

 

There is to this day a black marble slab on the floor of St Martin’s church, 

commemorating Abraham’s mother and father as well as himself, with the 

motto as prescribed; also commemorated in the church is ‘Mary, second 

daughter of Mr Richard Living of this Parish and wife of Abraham Keene 

citizen and coachmaker of London ...’ 

 

As for coachmaking, another apprentice Robert HEDGER was bound in 

1706 to a Thomas BURGES of the Company of Coachmakers. 

Unfortunately, Robert died and was buried in Ruislip in 1715; his sister 

Jane married the nearest thing in Ruislip to a coachmaker Luke ANGEL 

(one of Abraham KEENE’s pallbearers), a wheelwright.  

 

Apprenticeship records for the Company are incomplete. Because most of 

the records were destroyed during WW2 we are reliant on transcriptions by 

earlier historians. It is just possible there were others, but it is not until 

1772 that we find another Ruislip entry: John ROBINSON, son of William, 

gentleman, apprenticed to Justus OLNEY of Moorfields. This must have 

involved a costly premium because later that year OLNEY became Master 

of the Company. Apart from a possible burial in Ruislip in 1782 no more is 

heard of John.  

 

So any coaches that negotiated the Ruislip lanes to reach the grand houses 

were sadly built by strangers. 
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There follows a transcription of the 1732 will of Abraham KEENE: 

 

‘Executors:  

 John Alder of St A Holborn tailor, John Perry of St A Holborn tyre smith 

£20  

to godson William Marsh of Portugal Street, St Clement Danes, at age 21 

£50 to Thomas Sparkes of St Brides upholsterer my watch of £5 

to Joseph Stone of Harefield “wich he shall elect” my bureau standing in 

my room to Edmond Jay of Newteners Lane in St Gyles in the Fields 

currier” £5 p.a. to uncle John Wingfield the clock in my room to John Lyon 

my tenant in Ruislip 

all my linen to John Alder the two silk gowns and petticoats which were my 

late mother’s to Abigail Jaquesi and Sarah Wingfield– Abigail to elect 

which 

my brewing vessels ... and my best suit of cloaths to John Childs of Ruislip 

towne; rest of clothes to Henry Jackkett of Ruislip labourer) & George 

Scott brickmaker – to be divided equally between them 

a 1 guinea ring to each of:  Mr Marsh of Bishops Gate Street coachmaker;  

Mr Onyon of Aldersgate Street coachmaker;  Mr Mawhood of Smithfield 

draper; Mr Lintour in Shoe Lane baker and Sarah his wife;  John 

Readding of Ruislip, Captain Dayer my tenant and his wife;  Edmond Jay;  

Peter Miller in Southwark hatter;  Weyman Lee esq;  John Childe my 

landlord and his wife;  Henry Wright smith of Ruislip towne; Edward 

Living of Dux Hill Ruislip;  James Puddifant of Norwood. 

3 silver spoons & 3 rings to Susannah Perry sister of John.’ 

 

 

 

 

                                                          

                                                                                               

                                        

 

 

 

 

 

                                  

 

 

 

 

 

A coach from c1670 
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CONSEQUENCES OF WAR FOR THE KIRBY BROTHERS 

By David Butler 
 

 

I was born in 1935 so from the age of four to ten I experienced WW2. 

Much of that time was spent in Hayes End with my paternal grandmother 

Nellie BUTLER, nee KIRBY, born 1883 in Hillingdon. She had three 

sisters and six brothers (none of whom I knew). 

 

The recent commemorations of WW1 brought to my mind my great 

uncles Herbert and George KIRBY.  

 

Herbert KIRBY served with the East Kent regiment and died on 2
nd

 

August 1918. He was involved at Passchendaele and is remembered at the 

Tyne Cot Memorial (on Panel 17). 

 

His brother George KIRBY served with the Norfolk regiment and died 6 

days later in France. He is buried in the Morlancourt British cemetery 

Number 2, grave ref. A1. 

 

Another of Nan’s brothers, Arthur KIRBY, was a private in the 12
th
 

Lancers who died in 1900 in Pretoria, South Africa. At the time of the 

second Boer War the 12
th
 were the first cavalry regiment to arrive in Cape 

Town in 1899. Arthur was awarded the Queen’s South Africa medal with 

4 Bars including the relief of Kimberley, reputedly the most brilliant 

cavalry exploit of the war (see military record below). 

 

Bad fortune continued for the KIRBY brothers into WW2. William 

KIRBY was a grower on Guernsey and after the occupation of the 

Channel Islands he was deported to Germany together with his wife and 

daughter. In 1942 they were sent to Stalag V1F, Dorsten transit 

internment camp. This trauma affected his health so much so that in 1949 

he walked out of an upstairs window of the St. Elizabeth hospital in 

Guernsey and died as a result of his injuries. 

 

Nellie was widowed in 1913 when her husband Arthur BUTLER, a 

gardener, died. Nellie died in 1971 in Hillingdon hospital after she had 

lived most of her life in Hayes End with her sister Agnes. Agnes died 2 

days later at home. 
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Military Record of Arthur KIRBY. 

 

Name: A. Kirby 

Service number: 4318 

Rank: Private 

Regiment: 12th (Prince of Wales's Royal) Lancers 

Rank: Private, Number: 4318 

Memorial: Royal Garrison Church. West end; Plaque. 12th Lancers, 

Aldershot, Hampshire, England 

Biography Notes:  

Queen’s South African Medal P;D;J;RoK 

Clasps:  

P         −−     Paardeberg 

D        −−     Dreifontein  

J         −−     Johannesburg 

RoK   −−     Relief of Kimberley 

Event detail: Died Disease on 02/06/1900 at Maraisburg 

Event unit: 12th (Prince Of Wales's Royal) Lancers 

Event source: SAFF 

Country: Great Britain 

Record set: Anglo-Boer War Records 1899-1902 

Category: Military, armed forces & conflict 

Subcategory: Boer Wars 

Collections from: Great Britain, UK None 
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CHARITY SHOP SERENDIPITY 

By Robin Hoare (H80) 
 

 

I volunteer one day a week in a second-hand book/art/record shop for a 

local charity in Tavistock, Devon. One day a Bible was handed in, and 

inside I found the following inscription: 

 

I have always felt a Bible should have a ‘home’, so I wondered if it was 

possible to trace the family of Sinclair Bennitt MAY.  
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I started my researches with a Google search. This led me to a photograph 

of a brass plaque in a church in Staverton near Totnes, Devon. The plaque 

stated that Sinclair had been a Private in the 44
th
 Battalion of the 

Australian Imperial Force and that he had been killed at Hill 40 near 

Ypres on October 4
th
 1917 during the Passchendaele advance. His age 

when buried at Zonnebeke, Belgium was 19yrs and 7 months. 

 

A search of on-line newspapers uncovered his obituary in the Western 

Morning News dated October 23
rd

 1917 which gave a little more detail of 

his life: he was educated at St. Lawrence College, Ramsgate, went to sea 

(with the British-India Steamship Company on the Australia route) and 

took an active part in the war when he volunteered in January 1917. 

 

I was intrigued to know why he was in an Australian battalion and found 

the answer on the Australian War Memorial website 

http://www.awm.gov.au/. Their Nominal Roll showed that Sinclair aged 

20 was a labourer (?) and when he enlisted on 3
rd

 January 1917 his 

address was Albany, Western Australia. Further details included his rate 

of pay. This website also provided the War Diary for the 11
th
 Australian 

Infantry Brigade which included the 44
th

 Battalion. The diary was 

extremely detailed and the final paragraph stated that up to 5 p.m. on the 

5
th

 October the Brigade had 32 officers and 713 other ranks killed or 

wounded and had taken 600 prisoners! Of the 44
th

 Battalion’s 992 men 

involved in the Ypres operations only 158 emerged unwounded when it 

was relieved for a rest period on the 21
st
 October. 

 

The 44th Battalion was known as ‘Old Bill’s 1000’ after its first 

Commanding Officer Lieutenant Colonel William MANSBRIDGE and it 

remained on active service until the end of the war. On the 4
th

 July 1918 

the battalion was approximately 600 strong, but when it was relieved on 

the 3
rd

 October only 80 men remained standing. 

 

I have tried to trace a living relative, but an appeal in the local newspaper 

has not produced any response. 

 

Rawdon Edward Dennys REILLY, who gave the bible, was a lieutenant 

in the 63
rd

 Battalion (West Suffolk) who later became a Lieutenant 

Colonel. 

 

Although I did not find any living relatives I found this a useful research 

exercise and was surprised to find so much in a relatively short time. 
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OLIVER TWIST 

By Alan Rowland 
 

 

Having survived December’s festivities, which included too many 

‘goodies’ and multiple showings on TV channels of the musical film 

‘Oliver’, I dipped into my copy of a book I had recently been given,  

‘Lost London’ by Richard Cuard. Reading it I came across a short entry 

entitled ‘Jacobs Island’ which describes the place chosen by Charles 

Dickens, in ‘Oliver Twist’, to kill off the villain Bill Sykes. 

 

The author makes the point that Dickens was attacked over his portrayal 

of the place where Sykes died. Politicians refused to believe that such an 

awful place could exist in ‘their’ city. In 1850 one alderman publicly 

declared ‘that not only did Jacob’s Island not exist but it had never 

existed’! Dickens wrote, in a new edition of his book, that ‘Jacob’s Island 

continues to exist (like an ill-bred place as it is) in the year 1867..’ 

 

The area in question lay south of the Thames in Bermondsey between the 

horribly polluted Neckinger River and a man made ditch that served as a 

mill run for the medieval Bermondsey Abbey. Jacob’s Island was a south 

London rookery similar to those that could be found north of the river at 

St. Giles. 

The Folly Ditch, Jacob’s Island 
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In the 23
rd

 September 1849 London edition of the ‘The Morning 

Chronicle’, there appeared an article by Henry Mayhew entitled ‘A visit 

to the cholera districts of Bermondsey’. ‘Lost London’ includes a part of 

this article which we reproduce below:  

 

The various ditches of Jacob’s Island were filled in during the 1850s and 

many of the buildings were destroyed in a fire that raged for two weeks in 

1861. 

 

Having read of the location that staged the death of Bill Sykes I decided 

to have a look for Fagin’s Den where the old villain housed and operated 

his team of pickpockets. This was another rookery or slum area north of 

the river in Saffron Hill which runs between Farringdon Road and Hatton 

Garden.  

 

 

 



 

©  Hillingdon Family History Society      21                                            March  2018 

This concluded my searches for the London locations set out in ‘Oliver 

Twist’ but it suddenly occurred to me that I had never really thought of 

the terrible conditions described in the book as they might apply to my 

own ancestors. My maternal great grandfather was born in St. Martins in 

the Fields Workhouse, London in 1845 and was therefore almost a 

contemporary of the fictional Oliver. As he grew up I think he might well 

have witnessed the conditions described by Dickens including the 

nefarious activities surrounding the light fingered pickpockets of that 

time. Just imagine; my mother’s grandfather was around at the time and 

might have frequented the places selected by Dickens for the adventures 

of Oliver Twist! 

 

     Oliver meets Fagin and Dodger                     The end of Bill Sykes                             
(Etchings by David Cruikshank, hand coloured by an unknown artist) 

 

Indeed anyone of us with London based ancestors can make a similar 

claim, but do we ever apply this thinking to the other ages through which 

our ancestors lived? I then thought of my paternal 3 x great grandfather. 

Although I have not been able to finalise his place of birth, according to 

the 1841 census he was born c1763 which was just thirteen years after the 

death of J.S. Bach!  

 

Of course all of this really isn’t new, what I have described here shows 

the benefits of making a Time Line for your ancestors. Whilst it wouldn’t 

‘flesh out’ individuals it would, in a small way, help to envisage what 

conditions might have been like for them. 

 

 



 

©  Hillingdon Family History Society      22                                            March  2018 

THE CHALLENGES OF AN UNUSUAL SURNAME. 

By Bob Trease 
 

 

One wintry evening just over 30 years ago I answered the phone. The 

caller introduced herself as Jinnie, the daughter of the late George 

TREASE. Her father had researched family history since the late 1950s 

and she had found some correspondence between him and me. She 

invited me to work with her to continue her late father’s research. I 

agreed and so began a long-lasting hobby and friendship. 

 

Although our name is unusual we pronounce it as Trees which is a fairly 

common name. So how had the unusual spelling come about? 

 

We traced the culprit back to William born 1771 in Cornwall, an Excise 

Officer, whose handsome signature is shown above. All his descendants 

were literate and had copied his spelling.  

 

No signatures existed for his father, so we examined the signatures of 

William’s numerous TREASE uncles.  

We were in for a shock as you can see from Uncle Samuel’s signature 

also shown above. He spelt his name Treays as had all his literate 

brothers and descendants.  

 

We later discovered from their living descendants that they pronounce 

the name TREAYS to rhyme with ‘liaise’. 
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William had an uncle, Peter, whose family was illiterate which gave 

another twist to our surname. At his marriage in Cornwall, Peter’s 

surname was recorded as TREASE. His son Peter joined the Royal Navy 

and when he first married in Stoke Damerel, Devon, his name was 

entered in the parish register as TREISE.  

 

On his son’s second marriage in Portsea, Hampshire his name was 

entered as TRAYS. His son’s descendants went on to use two spelling 

variations, TRAYES and TRAYS.  

 

Our family tree now had three differently pronounced surnames - 

TREES, TREE-AYS, TRAYES and four spelling variations TREASE, 

TREAYS, TRAYES, and TRAYS but there was more to come! 

 

When my ancestor Michael TREASE died in Cornwall during the Civil 

War, his youngest son Samuel moved across the border to seek a 

livelihood in Crediton, Devon. The Crediton marriage register entry 

records his name as TREASE. The baptism entries for his children use 

spellings of TREES, TREYS, TREYSE, TRESE, and TREASSE. 

Eventually, around 1750, the surname for this branch of the family 

settled to be TRAIES giving us a fifth spelling variation. Other Cornish 

TREASE families, whom we think are related, use more spellings - 

TREAIS, TREISE and TRAISE bringing us to eight spelling variations.  

 

Further information on the pronunciation of TREASE came from an 

unexpected source. My cousin and her husband retired to Cornwall and 

began visiting places associated with our family in times past. One such 

place was Warbstow where ‘Lawn’ (short for Trelawney) TREASE had 

run the village smithy which was the TREASE family business for 120 

years until Lawn died childless in 1956. There they spoke to some 

elderly people who remembered Lawn with affection and one of whom 

had actually worked with him. They said his surname had been 

pronounced ‘TRAYS’. 

 

It seems that in much of Cornwall the e in the common prefix ‘tre’ is 

silent and thus almost indistinguishable from ‘tr’ but it is still a separate 

syllable.  

So the pronunciation is Tr - ays with a momentary pause after the Tr 

sound, not Trays, a single syllable. We, English TREASE’s, were almost 

certainly pronouncing the Cornish spelling incorrectly. 
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Two of Lawn’s uncles and an aunt emigrated to Australia where they 

had 36 children, 29 of whom married and had families. The Australian 

TREASE family regularly have reunions attended by 500+ TREASE 

‘rellies’. When I attended one, I noticed they tended to pronounce our 

surname with a hard ‘s’ sound, to rhyme with Greece, whereas we tend 

to pronounce our name with more of a ‘z’ sound like TREEZ, so yet 

another subtle variation in pronunciation. 

 

This charming photo shows 

Lawn’s House at Warbstow 

Cross taken around 1910 it 

evokes Cornish village life 

of that period. 

 

The house and the smithy 

next door were owned by the 

Trease family from about 

1840 until Lawn’s death in 

1956. 

 

At the time that the 

photograph was taken, the 

house was known as the 

‘Corner House’ and sub-let 

to a tenant, Sidney Symons, 

who used it as a corner store. 

 

The signs on the wall by the 

front door advertise 

‘Lipton’s Tea’, ‘Symons 

licensed to sell Tobacco’ and 

‘GP Confectionery Tea’ 

(London based George 

Payne was renowned for his 

tea and later ‘Poppets’ 

sweets).  

 

With a growing family, Lawn’s dad had moved from here to a bigger but 

less characterful house a short distance away on a track to the right but 

just out of view of the photo.  
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He still used the smithy which is next to this house but not visible in this 

photo. So far I have been unable to find any surviving photos of the 

smithy. Lawn moved back here after he got married and the house is 

now known as ‘Trelawney House' but is much modernised and extended 

and barely recognisable 

 

Unfortunately for us family researchers, strange words or sounds tend to 

get corrupted into something more familiar. A classic example is a 

Holborn pub I used to frequent called ‘The Bull and Mouth’ - celebrating 

the 1544 naval victory of Boulogne Mouth!  

 

In parish registers I found practically every spelling variation you could 

conceive for the name TREASE including TRIES, TRIESE, TRAYZE, 

TREAS, TREIZE, TRES, TREAS, TRAYSE, TRASE, TREES, 

TROYS, TREAES, TREYES, TREAYES - and those variations are in 

addition to those I’ve already listed earlier! 

 

The census returns were hardly better. Even where the name was spelt 

correctly, the numerous transcription errors hampered research. The 

culmination of errors encountered came when I worked with a team of 

TRAIES family researchers on Rootschat. On the team was Deb, an 

unrelated lady from the USA, who joined us purely for the challenge and 

satisfaction of finding the mis-transcribed entries we sought. She was 

brilliant and managed to find TREASE/TRAIES entries incorrectly 

transcribed as TRAVIS, TRAVES, FREAYS, TRIAYS, GRAYS, 

SYCAYS, KEAYS, TREYEAS, TRAILS, FRAIES, TRACES, 

TRAIFES, TRAES, TRAIAS, TRALES and FERRIES. This small 

branch of the family tree was eventually unravelled after we’d 

exchanged well over 400 messages. The team effort was highly 

productive and even, dare I say it, exciting, particularly when you 

switched on the computer to find that, while you’d been away living 

your life, a team member had solved a problem or just found or spotted 

something new. 

 

When I started researching my family, I knew that Jinnie’s father had 

easily located my family because there were only about 25 Trease entries 

in the UK phone directories. That made me think researching our name 

would be fairly simple but I am now a lot older and wiser. I think you 

need different techniques from those used for a common surname but 

research remains challenging. I suppose I’ve learnt two main lessons.  
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Number one is that although odd looking surnames have a tendency to 

get incorrectly transcribed you can predict some of these in advance and 

include the variations in your searches. If your surname begins with a T 

try substituting an F. Also examine the way your name is written on 

original documents and try to forecast transcription errors.  

 

For example, the letters ‘i’ and ‘e’ in the name TRAIES could easily be 

misread as ‘v’ or ‘l’ to give TRAVES, TRAVIS, TRALES and TRAILS. 

For specific areas of Cornwall I use the excellent Cornwall OPC 

database and search on the first two letters as either Tr or Fr and then 

manually inspect each entry that appears. 

 

Number two is that an odd sounding name tends to get written into 

parish registers in numerous different ways and has a tendency to evolve 

into something else, particularly when the ancestor moves to a new 

parish. An example I came across recently was a widow Catharine 

ROUTLEY who married Thomas TREISE in Cornwall in 1712. The 

surname ROUTLEY was very unusual in Cornwall at that time. 

Daughter Catherine junior had been baptised ROUTLY and buried 

ROWLTEY? Son Robert (from 1
st
 marriage) was married ROWLEY 

(possibly a transcription error missing the‘t’). Grandson Edward was 

married as a ROUTLIF and children baptised as ROUTLIFFE and 

ROUTCLIFFE. Her granddaughter was married as RITLEY. Other 

variations apparently of the same name but not yet definitely connected 

include RATTLEY, RATLEFE, and RATCLIFF. There seem to be no 

set rules for determining such name changes but vowel sounds and 

endings appear the most likely sounds to get misheard. 

 

My family tree has been researched for over 50 years but I am still aware 

that there may be a name variation that has escaped notice and there may 

be a living family branch with a different surname perhaps, TRAY, 

TRACE, or TREES. I do know that family history research is never 

really finished. I have found it a very satisfying ongoing hobby that 

encompasses history, problem solving, and introduces you to new friends 

and relatives you never knew you had, some of whom may be delightful 

kindred spirits.  

 

Happy researching to you all! 
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CAN YOU HELP CLAIRE RANDALL? 

By Alan Rowland 
 

 

 

In January we were approached by Claire Randall to see if anyone from 

our society, or if not a member anyone who reads our journal, who might 

have some information that will help her complete her research into 

James Jennings, Lord of Hayes Manor, Middlesex. The subject of her 

research is Deptford organist and composer, William Richardson (1672 to 

1731), who dedicated his 1729 book of hymn tunes to ‘James Jennings 

Esq. of Hayes in the County of Middlesex’ and she is trying to discover 

how they were connected.         

 

As is usual there are various spellings of the Jennings surname including; 

Jennynge; Jennyngs and Jenyns. The family had their baptisms and 

burials at St. Mary the Virgin’s Church in Hayes from about 1660-1727.  

 

James’ grandfather, Roger Jenyns (d.1693) bought Hayes Manor in 1677.   

James inherited Hayes Manor on his brother’s (John) death in 1724 and 

sold the estate in 1729. There are records showing James attended Eton 

School and St. John’s College, Cambridge before being admitted to the 

Inner Temple in 1702 and called to the Bar in 1708.   No burial records 

have been found for him so far.   His father, an MP, had addresses given 

for him at Hayes as well as Bedford Row, St. Andrews, Holborn so James 

may have lived and died in London. 

 

The History of Parliament: the House of Commons 1690-1715 ed. D. 

Hayton, E. Cruickshanks, S. Handley 2002 states that Roger Jenyns was 

first cousin to Sarah Churchill (née Jenyns), Duchess of Marlborough 

(1660-1744) which suggests they shared the same grandfather, John 

Jenyns (1596-1642) of Sandridge, Herts. As the Vicar of Deptford, 

George Stanhope, was Chaplain to Queen Anne, this seems a likely 

connection between James Jennings and William Richardson.       

 

If anyone has any information on the Jennings of Hayes and their family 

tree please let us know. If it duplicates something Claire already has we 

will not forward it on but please accept our thanks for your help. We will 

pass on to Claire anything that does not appear in her research summary. 
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A TALK ─ BAGGING THE BAGSHAWS 

By Charles Hampshire 
 

 

One of our Members, Jenny Mundy, gave an excellent talk to our 

October meeting. Jenny started by showing parts of her family tree 

including her Grandmother Annie Bagshaw who was born in Derbyshire 

near Buxton.  

 

As is fairly common, when we go back in time we often find people with 

the same name in a local place, extended family in a locality and it can 

be difficult to work out who fits where. Jenny gave an example of two 

Edward Bagshaws born at similar times and baptised in the same church 

who both had a sister, Elizabeth Bagshaw. They married at different 

times and often held the same occupation, farmers. One was the son of 

Matthew Badshaw, the other the son of Thomas Bagshaw, but which is 

which? Jenny went on to show how additional data was obtained over 

time and how this helped put the jigsaw pieces together. Jenny also 

mentioned a chance meeting with a woman, when visiting a graveyard, 

who was a Bagshaw before her marriage. 

 

Jenny found a useful way of assembling data and making connections 

using her own design of relationship charts and family record sheet. She 

also uses colour coding on the latter with yellow indicating data that 

needs conformation. These provide a list of facts about each individual 

and their spouse as well as recording record sources. Such recordkeeping 

may assist others in researching their family trees. 

 

Jenny also talked about the value of monumental inscriptions, tenancy 

and land records, newspapers, obituaries, photographs, & wills and 

illustrated how these had helped build a better picture of her own family 

tree. Jenny concluded by saying how perseverance, time and luck had 

played a part in her own research and how the research was ongoing. 

 

All in all it was a very informative talk with some useful lessons on 

record keeping. Thanks to Jenny. 
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A TALK ─ GENETIC GENEALOGY 

WHAT D.N.A. CAN DO FOR YOU 

By Charles Hampshire 
 

 

Dr Maurice Gleeson gave a fascinating talk to H.F.H.S. and U3A 

members at our November meeting. After explaining a little about his 

background as a psychiatrist, pharmaceutical physician with an interest 

in genealogy, especially one name studies, he warned that DNA may 

give unexpected answers revealing illegitimacy, secret adoptions, babies 

switched at birth or half siblings. Be aware of these possibilities and 

consider the implications before doing a DNA test. 

 

Our speaker then explained the different types of DNA test and those 

available commercially. The main ones are currently Ancestry (c. £79 

plus postage), Family Tree DNA (the cheapest and largest non US 

membership), Living DNA, and My Heritage DNA. Each has their own 

databases. Ancestry currently has the largest genealogical database but is 

skewed towards the USA. DNA can reveal information such as 

migration pathways, ethnic make up, long lost cousins, medical risk 

assessments and help build your family tree.   

 

We learnt that mitochondrial DNA is just passed on through the female 

line and that Surnames and Y DNA are linked. Y DNA goes back more 

than 200,000 years. Autosomal DNA assists with recent ancestry 5-7 

generations. 

 

We learnt a little about the technicalities of DNA including Nucheck de 

bases (G,C,A &T). G and C and A and T are mirror images and second 

strands. STR is short random repeat and SNP Single Nucleotide 

polymorphism. A Haplotype is a DNA signature.. One doesn’t need to 

know much about the technicalities of DNA, the real power of DNA is in 

comparison. 

 

The DNA test itself is quite simple, involving a swab. Information is put 

on your webpage (such as your ancestry tree) and one’s DNA is 

compared with everyone on the database. Dr Gleeson said that DNA can 

point us in the right direction for further family history research.  

 

Readers interested in finding out more than this article can cover might 

like to look at the following: 
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https://isogg.org/wiki/Genetic_genealogy - International Society of 

Genetic Genealogy 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_gmdCkH0xNI – Dr Maurice 

Gleeson’s talk 

http://dnaandfamilytreeresearch.blogspot.co.uk/  - Guidance on how 

to use DNA to further your family history research. 

 

 

 

A TALK ─ LOST IN LONDON 

By John Symons 
 

 

On Tuesday 24
th

 January for our first meeting of 2018, shared with the 

Hillingdon U3A Family History Group, we were pleased to welcome 

back Dave Annal with a talk on how to research in London which has its 

own special characteristics. The following is just a summary of the points 

made − I did not have the time or the space to provide a more exhaustive 

account. 

 

Dave started by dealing with the definition of London which changed 

over different time periods. Historically London was just the square mile 

of the City of London surrounded to the north of the River Thames by the 

County of Middlesex and to the south of the river by the County of 

Surrey. In 1889 the London County Council was created, extending the 

boundaries out to take in parts of Middlesex and Surrey (broadly the inner 

London postal districts) and then again in 1966 when the Greater London 

Council was formed to encompass the London Boroughs we know today 

including of course Hillingdon. At this point Middlesex disappeared as an 

administrative entity but survives as a postal address. 

 

The focus of the talk was the parish records and other local records 

available for London rather than the national records of civil registration, 

census and probate available throughout England. Most of these records 

for London now including Middlesex are held at the London 

Metropolitan Archives with many for Westminster only at the City of 

Westminster Archives. There are some 200 ecclesiastical parishes 

covered by these offices and ten ecclesiastical probate courts which were 

in use prior to the national probate service being set up.  
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New parishes were regularly set up to accommodate the population 

growth as London expanded. Few of the inhabitants could claim ancestry 

from London as most were drawn to the capital by work from around the 

country and indeed from abroad like the Huguenots. In most cases the 

question is when your ancestors arrived in London and where from. 

 

To obtain a better understanding of where your people lived in London’s 

various eras Dave recommended looking at old maps. Many of these are 

available online (and shown on the listing below) and others are available 

from the LMA and local record offices throughout London.  

 

In addition the national range of maps available from the National 

Library of Scotland <maps.nls.uk> should not be overlooked. It is often 

possible to identify streets and specific addresses but you need to be 

aware that house numbers might well change over time.  

 

What has dramatically changed the nature of London research is the 

digitisation and indexing of London parish records. Before this it was at 

best laborious and at worst impossible to find ancestors in the myriad of 

London parishes. Each covered a relatively small geographic area so it 

was easy for people to be baptised and married in a number of different 

parishes so it you were to stand any chance of finding them it meant long 

stretches on the microfilm machines. Now that Ancestry has largely 

digitised the records of the London Metropolitan Archives and 

FindMyPast (FMP) those of the City of Westminster Archives, the 

potential for finding people has vastly increased. That is not to say that all 

records have been indexed correctly or at all. Some parishes have not 

been recorded and others have only partial coverage. On Ancestry the 

way to check is to use the browse parish facility which will show the 

coverage by date. The standard of transcribing often leaves much to be 

desired which might lead you to miss entries you are searching for so 

look for alternative spellings and the like. There is also a separate set on 

non-conformist registers on Ancestry which should be consulted. 

 

There are other sources to consider as well such as: 

• FamilySearch from the LDS have a number of London parish 

records indexed. 

• Boyd’s Marriage Index (on FMP) 

• Pallot’s Marriage Index (on Ancestry) 

• West Middlesex Marriage Index (on FMP) 

• Greater London Burial Index (on FMP) 
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On the theme of burials, the congested nature of London meant that it 

quickly became impractical to bury an individual in the churchyards 

which was the practice in rural areas.  

 

To deal with this, burial grounds were created surrounding the city in 

locations such as Finsbury and Brompton. Here there was more space and 

from the 19
th
 century you can expect to find burials away from the 

parishes where people lived. An even more radical solution was adopted 

with the creation of the Brookwood Cemetery near Woking in Surrey. 

This even had a dedicated railway ‘The Necropolis Railway’ which 

would take the coffins and mourners from a terminal next to Waterloo 

Station to the cemetery for interment. Records for this cemetery are kept 

at the Surrey History Centre. Other cemeteries records may be found on 

Ancestry and FMP and also on www.deceasedonline.com. This is a 

subscription site but has an easy to use and free search facility. 

 

Probate records for the London ecclesiastical courts will be found on 

Ancestry. It is also quite common for London wills to be proved in the 

Prerogative Court of Canterbury (PCC) which are on The National 

Archives (TNA) web site www.nationalarchives.gov.uk and also on 

Ancestry. The indexing on the TNA site is more reliable and is therefore 

recommended for initial searches. 

 

Other sources for London include  

• Freedoms of City and Apprenticeships 

 

• Hearth Tax records 

 

• Old Bailey Online 

 

• London Lives – where you can search in a varied collection of 

court and other records. 

 

• Collage from the LMA – for drawings and photos of many distinct 

locations across London. 

 

 

This was a very well received presentation which was directly relevant to 

probably most of those present. Dave’s obvious enthusiasm for the 

subject came across and made for a most informative and enjoyable 

afternoon. 
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Details of a selection of the web sites in addition to Ancestry and 

FindMyPast are given below. 

 

Record Offices and Libraries 
 

London Metropolitan Archives 40 Northampton Rd, London EC1R 0HB 
http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/london-metropolitan-archives/ 
  
 

City of Westminster Archives 10 St Ann's St, London SW1P 2DE 
https://www.westminster.gov.uk/archives 
 

Guildhall Library Aldermanbury, London EC2V 7HH 
 http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/guildhall-library/ 
 

Society of Genealogists 14 Charterhouse Buildings, Goswell Road, London 
EC1M 7BA http://www.sog.org.uk/ 
 

Other sites 

 
Maps:  Rocque’s Map of London, 1746 http://www.locatinglondon.org 
Horwood’s Map of London, 1799 http://www.romanticlondon.org/horwoods-
plan/ 
Stanford’s Map of London, 1862 : http://www.mappalondon.com/ 
Charles Booth’s ‘poverty’ maps http://booth.lse.ac.uk/   
 
Cemeteries & Burials 
- Deceased Online  https://www.deceasedonline.com/ 
- Abney Park Cemetery Index  http://www.devsys.co.uk/ap/ 
 
Wills 
- Prerogative Court of Canterbury   http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-
with-yourresearch/research-guides/wills-1384-1858/ 
 
Apprentices 
- Records of London’s Livery Companies Online  
http://www.londonroll.org/home 
 
Lists of Names 
- Hearth Tax Online  
http://www.hearthtax.org.uk/communities/london/index.html 
 
Miscellany 
- Old Bailey Online  http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/ 
- London Lives   http://www.londonlives.org/ 
- Collage    https://collage.cityoflondon.gov.uk/ 
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Thank you to all members who returned the 

renewal form with their 2018 subscription. 

This makes my job so much easier. This time 

there was another form to sign and return; 

some members did so but if you are one of 

those that didn’t could you please return the 

completed form as soon as possible. We must 

have these signed forms to allow us to use 

your details for society only business. All computers holding your 

information are password protected. 

 

Many thanks to all those who made donations, they help to keep our 

society running for everyone. 

 

The total number of members for 2017 was 179 so once again I must 

stress that we need new members. Please encourage anyone that you 

know who has any interest in their family’s history to join us. 

 

Finally thank you to all for the many Christmas cards and letters that 

were received by me and the committee. 

 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

 

B96 Mr. Mike Brooks 

Email: mikebrooks05@hotmail.co.uk 

23 Tayfield Close, Ickenham, 

Middlesex. UB10 8XA 

C80 Mr. George Ronald Clemson  

F31 Mrs. Maureen Ferguson 

Email: mjferguson2@btinternet.com 

9 Mills Close, Uxbridge, 

Middlesex. UB10 0JY 

H92 Mrs. Christine Harrison  

 

CHANGE OF NAME 

 

C77 Mrs. Helen Bird previously Helen Cope. 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

By Patricia Reynolds 
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CHANGE OF EMAIL 

 

R41 Mr. Arthur Rooks    Email: arthur77@gmail.com 

 

RESIGNATIONS 

 

E15 Mr. John Eldridge 

L9 Mr. Ron Lightning 

M35 Mrs. Janet McRobbie 

                                                                                     

 

 

RESEARCH BY HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

 

 

 
                                                             

 

?      
 

 

 

The society undertakes a limited amount of investigation on behalf of 

members and others.  

 

Local investigations involving the London Borough of Hillingdon and its 

nine ancient parishes will generally be restricted to the sources detailed in 

‘Family History in Hillingdon’ published by the society (at present in the 

process of being updated and revised).  

 

In addition we can extend searches using the London Metropolitan 

Archives and the National Archives at Kew and other London record 

offices. 

 

 

We can also carry out national investigations embracing the whole of the 

U.K. as well as other countries worldwide.    
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The society charges members £5.00 per hour for pursuing such enquiries 

(£10.00 per hour for non-members), plus the cost of any expenses 

necessarily incurred such as copying, postage etc.  

 

Those who want to make use of this service should be specific as to their 

requirements and should indicate clearly the upper limit of expenditure 

they are willing to incur.  

 

It must be appreciated that in some cases an investigation may not 

produce any results or may result in a negative answer, in these cases a 

charge will still have to be made.  

 

Please contact the Membership Secretary or email the society, see back 

cover for contact information. 

 

 

 

 

HELP LINE 

 

 

In this part of the journal we advertise pleas, from members and non-

members, for information and assistance. If you have become “stuck” on 

some part of your family tree but believe that the answer may lie here in 

our corner of Middlesex, our local knowledge may be able to help. 

 

Members may advertise at no cost, but a charge of £2 for each entry is 

made for non-members.  Send your queries (with as much specific detail 

as possible please), together with payment, to the membership secretary:- 

  

Mrs Patricia Reynolds,  

20 Lilac Place,Yiewsley, West Drayton, 

Middlesex UB7 8LR. 
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It is some while since we had a book review and even now what follows 

is not a review by H.F.H.S. The author of the book, Dr. Roy Parker sent 

us a review of his work by Dr. Nick Sign the Vice Chairman, Suffolk 

Local History Society. Dr. Parker felt that Dr. Sign’s comments might 

interest all researchers. 

 

 

Hoddlesden and its Satellite Villages                                 by Roy Parker 

Scotforth Books 2012                    230 pages, 100+ colour   R.R.P. £14.99      
 

When invited to review this book my initial thought was to rule it out as 

not being about Suffolk and thus not appropriate for an SLHC Newsletter.  

However, on reflection, it seems a good opportunity to find out 

something of the research being undertaken in other counties, what 

sources are being consulted and the methodology employed.  

To any great admirer of the work of the late Professor Margaret Spufford, 

whose pioneering book Contrasting Communities revealed in greater 

detail the mechanisms of economic, religious, social and demographic 

change in seventeenth-century Cambridgeshire (with some surprising 

results), this study using a similar approach in another region and in a 

different period is of great interest. The scope of Dr Parker’s book is an 

ambitious one, to chart economic and social changes in a group of East 

Lancashire villages, or townships, in the Forest of Rossendale over a very 

long-time span, but the results are impressive.  
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Beginning with a brief outline of the area in Roman times, the account 

establishes how little the Forest of Rossendale had changed before the 

sixteenth century.  

 

Thenceforward, inward migration of settlers to farm mainly sheep and 

some cattle drove population growth. Yet an economy based on animal 

husbandry on limited land, where the practice of partible inheritance 

steadily reduced farm sizes could not endure. So, in the eighteenth 

century the villages were transformed, becoming thriving industrial 

centres for textile manufacture.  

 

This domestic textile production sustained the villages well throughout 

the eighteenth century, with cotton mix fabrics and eventually pure cotton 

gradually taking over from wool. Important social changes took place 

such as the rise of a landless textile workforce employed as handloom 

weavers who, though now dependent solely on wages, became very 

prosperous on the high rates of pay they could command through their 

specialist skills. Technology contributed with the introduction of hand 

operated spinning machines and then small water powered mills, still 

located in rural areas on the banks of fast flowing streams. Then, in the 

first decades of the nineteenth century, steam power allowed the 

relocation first of spinning and later of weaving to the valley towns where 

coal supplies and transport links were available. 

 

The collapse of domestic production ensued leading to the well-known 

migration to swell the urban population.  

 

However, using very close analysis of the census data, Dr Parker 

examines the demographic trends in depth and shows convincingly that 

the process was far more complex and varied than might be assumed, 

revealing interesting differences between his chosen communities in the 

effects they experienced. 

 

Later chapters take the reader through related aspects providing a detailed 

examination of the villages, first as agricultural then as industrial 

communities, including other employments and businesses located in 

them.  

 

Chapter 7 gives a clear picture of the various types of housing available 

for workers with many excellent colour photographs as illustrations.  
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Stories of Hoddlesden, Blacksnape, Eccleshill and Yate and Pickup Bank 

are brought up to date with their more recent transformation into popular 

dormitory townships whose inhabitants work much further away. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beautifully produced in hardback form and very well illustrated with 

many photographs, maps and graphs; it is based on an extensive 

bibliography which testifies to the very wide range of primary and 

secondary sources consulted and the work benefits from copious and 

detailed references arranged as endnotes for each chapter. It is written in 

a highly readable style and it is particularly illuminating to learn more 

about the finer details of industrial expansion and demographic changes, 

often known only in broad outline. Moreover, it is interesting to reflect 

that these developments in far-away Lancashire led to the collapse of 

textile production in Suffolk in the early nineteenth century. 
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PBN PUBLICATIONS 

(Established 1988) 

 

WE SPECIALISE IN TRANSCRIBING, INDEXING & PUBLISHING 

ALL TYPES OF SUSSEX MATERIAL FOR FAMILY HISTORIANS 

 

PRE-1841 CENSUS RETURNS        PARISH REGISTERS 

1841 CENSUS RETURNS                POLL BOOKS & DIRECTORIES 

MILITIA LISTS    CREW LISTS 

GAOL RECORDS               MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS 

POPULATION SURVEYS              QUARTER SESSIONS RECORDS 

 

59 PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE ON CD OR AS BOOK/FICHE 

 

PARISHES COVERED IN OUR PUBLICATIONS 

 

ALCISTON:  ALFRISTON:  ARLINGTON:  ASHBURNHAM:   BARCOMBE:   

BATTLE: BEDDINGHAM: BERWICK: BEXHILL: BISHOPSTONE: 

BLACHINGTON: BRIGHTLING:     BRIGHTON:     BURWASH:     

BUXTED:    CATSFIELD:    CHAILEY: CHALVINGTON: CHIDDINGLY: 

CROWHURST: DALLINGTON: DENTON: DITCHLING: EASTBOURNE: 

EAST CHILTINGTON: EAST DEAN: EAST GRINSTEAD: EAST 

HOATHLY: ETCHINGHAM: EWHURST: FAIRLIGHT: FLETCHING: 

FOLKINGTON: FRAMFIELD: FRANT: FRISTON: GLYNDE: GUESTLING: 

HAILSHAM: HAMSEY: HARTFIELD: HASTINGS: HEIGHTON: 

HELLINGLY: HERSTMONCEUX: HOLLINGTON: HOOE: HORSTED 

KEYNES:  ISFIELD: JEVINGTON: LAMBERHURST: LAUGHTON: 

LEWES: LINDFIELD: LITLINGTON: LITTLE HORSTED: LULLINGTON: 

MARESFIELD: MAYFIELD: MOUNTFIELD: NEWHAVEN: NEWICK: 

NINFIELD: ORE: PENHURST: PETT: PEVENSEY:   PLUMPTON:   

RINGMER:  RIPE:    ROTHERFIELD:    ROTTINGDEAN: SEAFORD: 

SEDLESCOMBE: SELMESTON: SOUTH MALLING: STANMER: STREAT: 

TARRING: TICEHURST: UCKFIELD: WADHURST: WALDRON: 

WARTLING: WEST DEAN: WESTFIELD: WEST FIRLE: WESTHAM: 

WESTMESTON: WHATLINGTON: WILLINGDON: WILMINGTON: 

WITHYHAM: WIVELSFIELD. 

 

FOR FULL DETAILS SEE OUR WEBSITE: 

 

www.pbnpublications.com 
 

OR SEND S.A.E. TO: PBN PUBLICATIONS, 

24 THE AVENUE, ICKENHAM, MIDDLESEX  UB10 8NP 
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Please note that prices are in pounds (£) sterling and EXCLUDE 

postage and packing (see below). 
 

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE ON CD – ROM  Cost 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877  5.50 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877  5.50 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 5.50 

St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.   5.50 

St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 

Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 

St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. 5.50 

The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929 5.50 

St. John’s Church, Hillingdon, Middx.  Burials  1903–1924 5.50 

  

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE AS FICHE SETS  

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877 (set of 4) 4.00 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877 (set of 2) 2.00 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 (set of 1) 1.00 

St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 3) 3.00 

St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 2) 2.00 

Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.   (set of 2) 2.00 

St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. (set of 1) 1.00 

The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929  (set of 2) 2.00 

Middlesex Sessions Records (Hillingdon Extracts)                                (set of 2) 2.00 

 

Please add postage and packaging as follows: 

 For each set of fiche............................................................... £1.00 

 For each CD–ROM to UK address........................................ £1.00 

 For airmail to overseas addresses…..Email Mrs. G. May for costs. 
 

Cheques should be in pounds STERLING, crossed A/C payee and made 

payable to Hillingdon Family History Society. 

 

The publications can be obtained from the Publications Officer: 
 

Mrs. Gill May, 20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8BB 
 

Telephone:  01753 885602   Email:  gillmay20@btinternet.com 

 

or alternatively visit these on–line bookshops: 

www.parishchest.com     and      www.genfair.com     

HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS 
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Hillingdon Park Baptist Church, 25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon  

(car park at rear of church accessed from Auriol Drive). 

 

There is a public car park on the eastern side of Long Lane (access 

between the Co-op & the Chinese take away restaurant, or via the exit 

slip road off the A40 from London). The nearest L.T. station is 

Hillingdon and there is a U2 bus stop on Hercies Road outside the 

Church. Please note that the main entrance to the Church is on the side of 

the Church. Our Research Room is on the 1
st
 floor. 

 

It is open one morning each week (Friday) and at our monthly meetings. 

On the first Saturday of each month our research session is held in 

Uxbridge Library (6
th
 floor). A bulletin issued at every monthly meeting 

gives the opening dates of the Research Room. The Society does not meet 

or open the Research Room during August.   

 



 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
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President Michael Gandy, B.A., F.S.G. 
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Vice Chair Joy Higgs 01895 272745 
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IF UNDELIVERED PLEASE RETURN TO: 

   Patricia Reynolds, 20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, West Drayton, Middlesex. UB7 8LR 

U.K. 
 

 

 
 

Nine ancient Middlesex parishes    

were incorporated into the new 

London Borough of Hillingdon :     

Cowley, Harefield, Harlington, 

Harmondsworth, Hayes, Hillingdon, 

Ickenham, Ruislip and West Drayton 

The original records and registers 

for these parishes are now kept at: 

London Metropolitan Archives, 

40 Northampton Road, Clerkenwell 

London. EC1R 0HB 
 

Hillingdon today embraces a mixture of Greater London suburbs, ancient  

and modern, large and small, each with its own distinctive identity. 

Heathrow Airport lies at the Southern end of the borough. Other localities in 

the Borough include Colham Green, Eastcote, Longford, Northwood, Ruislip 

Manor, Sipson, South Ruislip, Uxbridge, Yeading and Yiewsley. 


