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 018 was a busy year here in 

the Forest of Dean. The wild 

boar dug up part of our driveway, 

as they do: we made several new 

friends, and had visits from some 

old ones, then our beautiful dog 

became ill and we had to say goodbye 

to her, our vegetable patch produced 

enough beans, peas etc for us to be 

able to bottle or freeze some for 

later, and we’re still eating them. 

We harvested sixteen pounds of 

blackberries from our garden 

hedge, and fourteen pounds of 

plums from one old tree in our      

garden. Our home-made wine and 

jam now sitting in the cupboard will 

keep us happy for a little while 

more. Our polytunnel flew away in 

the gales a few weeks before 

Christmas and it was one of those 

moments when I wished I’d had my 

camera in my hand, or even my 

phone. The whole polytunnel, 

frame, moorings, and cover all   

intact, flew past my kitchen window 

about three feet above the ground 

and all I could do was stare in 

amazement. It landed on its side in 

our neighbour’s Ornamental Cherry 

tree, just over the fence and, as 

soon as the torrential rain stopped, 

I ran out to rescue it and the tree, 

expecting to find the polytunnel all 

mangled and bent with the cover 

ripped to shreds. I was joyfully  

surprised to find that the whole 

structure was completely intact, no  

rips, and no bent framework. I 

managed to dismantle it and take it 

back home without the neighbours 

being bothered by it, though I 

needed to tell them about it as their 

tree sustained a little damage. It’s 

just that you don’t expect to see a 

4mx3m plastic structure taking off 

from a lawn runway just outside 

your window. 

     That excitement now over with, 

and the seasonal celebrations 

wrapped up and put away for next 

time, this part of the year always 

feels like an anti-climax. There is a 

promise of new experiences and 

spring being not too far off, but still 

it always feels as though we are 

waiting for the newness to give us 

some sign of how it might turn out. 

My old mum used to say that as we 

get older the years slip by more 

quickly and, like all young people, I 

used to laugh; but now I’m not as 

young as I used to be, I have to 

say I have noticed this to be a truth 

I cannot deny. Looking at my mobile 

phone, which is really a hand-held 

computer, I can watch video of my 

nephew and his six-year-old daughter 

as she rides her new birthday bike 

down the road in Tasmania or 

watch my grandson in Edinburgh 

out in the city with his gorgeous 

wife. I talk to my sisters via Skype 

and email, and when I think back to 

my childhood I am astounded at the 

EDITORIAL 
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simplicity of our lives as they 

were then. How times have 

changed, mostly for the better, but 

some of it I would gladly give up for 

a little of that simplicity. I think I 

must be getting old! 

     So what plans are on the cards 

for the new year? First off is a new 

bathroom, followed by my daughter’s 

new business venture, with plenty 

of input from me. The garden needs 

to be planted again, and I need to 

finish writing my present book 

which has demanded a lot of my 

concentration over the last few 

months. Maybe soon we’ll feel 

ready to offer a home to another 

dog, it seems churlish somehow to 

have all these miles of wonderful 

walks and no dog to share them 

with.  We are hoping, too, to get to  

Versailles in the spring, a visit  we’ve 

planned for several years but never 

managed to fit it in.  I was there 

sixty-one years ago, though I don’t 

expect it will have changed much, 

after all, isn’t that what those 

places are all about? Showing us 

how the other half used to live cen-

turies ago, as well as letting us see 

the beauty and art of the place.  It 

has stayed in my memory all these 

years and I hope I’m not  disap-

pointed, though I don’t think that 

will happen. Also we have an invita-

tion to visit friends who have gone 

to live in Milan; I have never been 

to Italy and am determined to take 

up that invitation no matter what 

happens.  Have a wonderful 2019 

whatever your plans are. 

Maggie Bennett, 
Erant Editor. 

Once again I ask members to supply material for Domus           

Historiae.  I will do my best to provide an interesting and          

informative  journal, and perhaps raise a smile or two for the 

readers.  But without your input, however small, it becomes     

increasingly difficult to sustain the quality I aim to achieve. 

Editor. 
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West Yorkshire History Centre 

Wakefield Archive Service  

127 Kirkgate 

Wakefield 

WF1 1JG 

: 01924 782030  

Email: wakefield@wyjs.org.uk 

 

Opening hours 

Monday 9.30am-5.00pm 

Tuesday 9.30am-5.00pm 

Thursday 9.30am-5.00pm 

Friday 9.30am-5.00pm 

CARN (COUNTY ARCHIVE RESEARCH 
NETWORK) CARD 

     Great news, as the future for 
those of us with CARN cards, has 
been secured. 

     From April 2019, 1 card will of-

fer access to all the 42 archive and 
records offices in England and 
Wales. These cards will be FREE to 
individuals, registering will be from 
early 2019, these cards will be   
offering enhanced security and are 

also compliant with GDPR. The 

scheme has been funded by all 42 
centres, FFHS, Ancestry and an 
anonymous donor. 

ORDNANCE SURVEY MAPS 

     The historic 2.5 inch Maps of 
England and Wales 1841 - 1952 are 
now free online thanks to the     

National Library of Scotland. Just 
click on Search then Maps, then 
Images. 

GENERAL RECORDS OFFICE 

     I received an update to facilitate 
searches. 

Keep to a short 2 year span 

Use phonetic spelling 

Mother’s name is usually available 

Margaret Williams. 

KEEPING YOU IN THE LOOP 

FIND MY PAST:- 

ELECTORAL REGISTERS 1920s – 30s 

     On Friday, August 31st 2018, 
Find My Past announced the release 
of over 53 million indexed England 

and Wales Electoral Registers covering 

the 1920s and early 1930s. 

     It is hoped that this release will 
bridge the vital gap left by the   
destruction of the 1931 census of 
England and Wales. This, combined 

with the 1911 Census and 1939 
Register, should provide family  

historians with record coverage for 
early 20th century Britain, an area 
that has been quite problematic. 

LIVING DNA 

     November 12th 2018 saw Find 
My Past introduce Living DNA. This 

a service which uses a person’s 

DNA, very similar to the Ancestry 
service but with the added benefit 
that it provides a “bio geographical 
ancestry” element. This, apparently, 
breaks the UK down into specific 
British and Irish regions and links 

them to relevant records from 
80,000 years ago to the present 

day including Norman, Saxon and 
Viking chronicles. Living DNA also 
has global movements mapping 
ancestors’ travels.  

(All this description is copied from 
the press release I was sent.) 

© Barnsley Family History Society 2019
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MEMBERS’ FEEDBACK AND QUERIES 

Dear Editor, 

     Thank you for publishing my 

letter and photo in the October 

journal but although I mentioned 

that my Mother SELINA PASHLEY 

was born at 19 Beever Street in 

Goldthorpe I failed to mention that 

she lived there until  she left home 

at 14.  The photo reproduced on 

the back page of the journal was 

taken in 1994 when I visited    

Goldthorpe with my mother.  Sadly 

the whole street was demolished 

earlier this year to  make way for a 

new housing estate. The Photo will 

always be a reminder of the happy 

and sad memories of the past. 

Barbara Alderton 

Member 1850 

which would be lost in time forever 

if it was not for people like you and 

me and many others do not put 

them in books, journals and nowa-

days online.  

     I found your journal containing 

the article when searching for my 

own work on Dr. Burke for a publication.  

     I could not help noticing the    

information, such as his attending 

Queen's College, Galway. That   

information was only in the College 

records, which I also sourced.  The      

records also told of his education, at 

Hollyville School in Monkstown, 

Dublin. That is the only record that 

contained his name, as such school 

records were burned in the Custom 

House fire in 1921 during the War of 

Independence (Ironically his half 

sister, Emily was involved in that 

war).  

     I have no problem with and am 

glad that people read and benefit 

from it [Maria’s blog]. I would be 

most grateful in your next article 

about Dr. Burke if you could give 

my blog a reference.  

     I wish you and your fellow    

members of the Barnsley Family  

History Society the best of luck with 

your work and journal. 

Maria Gillen 

Dear Jeff, 

     I read with interest your article 

on Dr. William Henry Emeris Burke, 

in the Journal of Barnsley Family     

History of July 2018. I have written 

about him too in my blog The Life 

and Times of Emily M. Weddall. 

Mrs. Weddall, nee Burke was his 

half  sister.  

     I am very pleased that Dr. 

Burke is written about with great 

compassion as you did, as he lived 

in a less informed and much less 

forgiving age. I am a great fan of 

Local History and Historical Journals 

as they preserve the sayings and 

doings of the local population, which 

© Barnsley Family History Society 2019
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Please direct responses to the editor, who will forward them to 

the member, and also post replies in a future issue of the journal. 

editor@barnsleyfhs.co.uk 

Dear Jeff, 

     Thank you very much for your 

email. I am truly glad that Dr. 

Burke's unfortunate situation is  

being addressed fairly even if it is 

130 years later. I am also appreciative 

of anyone who tackles his difficult  

story like your good self.  

     I will send you on a copy of my 

book. It is more folkloric and I have 

to add it does contain elements of 

the conflict between Ireland and 

the UK, as Dr. Burke's half sister, 

Emily Weddall was an ardent Irish 

Nationalist. In spite of her politics 

that did not seemed to be shared 

by her brother. She was married to 

a Yorkshire man, Edward Weddall, 

from Pocklington, whom she remained 

loyal to all her life. She was also a 

big fan of Morris dancing and used 

to organise such dances in a local 

hotel in her older years.  

     I look forward to reading parts 

two and three of your article.  I 

hope to go to Yorkshire in the near 

enough future, as Mrs. Weddall had 

so many links to it, and will       

certainly will put Barnsley on my 

list of place to visit.  

Maria 

Editor 

I responded to Maria, to which, I  

received the following reply. 
Dear Editor, 

     Unfortunately I have lost the 
original correspondence relating to 
an earlier request for help about 
tracing my Barnsley/Sheffield ancestry 

and their origins in the Elscar area. 

     Earlier this year I received a large 
number of documents ...including 
BMD copies relating to my matriarchal 
side of the Ellis and Duncan families...in 
the post... but no name ...but believe 

they are from one of the ladies on the 
Barnsley FHS committee. 

     Needless to say I'm very indebted 
to this person.. a kind lady *  from 
the handwriting... and plan to write 
articles about the fascinating lives of 
these ancestors, including possibly 
two ( and definitely one) bigamous 

relationships in the same Ellis family 

in the early 19th century!  

      I hope to use these documents 
with due thanks to the researcher! 

 Kind regards 

 Richard Ellis 
 Member 322 

*we talked briefly on the phone about 

her visiting the Sheffield archives. 

  
nb  I have subsequently taken an 
interest in the early 19thC mining 
in the Elscar area...as at least one 
of my ancestors there was a miner/
mining engineer.. and coincidentally 
there are presently celebrations 

held there (re "Twitter") 

Help Wanted 

© Barnsley Family History Society 2019
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 ere we go again, just when I 

have finally managed to write 

my reports on a regular three 

monthly basis, I find that I have 

very little to report! 

     The Committee has not been 

able to hold a meeting since the 

last one in June 2018. Usually, we 

recommence our two monthly cycle 

in September, after the summer 

break but this has not been possible 

due to circumstances beyond any-

one’s control. The members of the 

Committee have kept in touch via 

email and ‘phone but have not 

physically met so, with the Christmas 

season coming up, it will be January 

2019 at the earliest before we, as 

your Committee, meet again at 

Buckley Methodist Church. (If you 

have any items you wish to bring to 

our attention, please do not hesitate 

to contact me or any Committee.) 

     As I mentioned in my last report, 

we are hoping to recruit at least two 

more members to the Committee, as 

well. Can I ask if anyone would be 

able to undertake a role for us, as 

some Committee members are taking 

at least two roles at present? Please 

contact any Committee member, or 

myself, for any further information, 

any contribution you may be able 

to make would be very much       

appreciated.  All contact details are 

on the inside cover of the magazine. 

     With the final months of World 

War 1 and the Armistice on November 

11th 2018, I have been receiving 

many communications and updates  

from Ancestry, Find My Past, Family 

Search, The National Archives and 

the Federation of Family History 

Societies.  

    There has been a huge upsurge 

in personal interest regarding family 

history internationally as people are 

wanting to research any family 

members who may have been   

involved keeping the home fires 

burning, working in armaments and 

the industries associated with keeping 

the troops supplied, as well as 

those brave souls being involved 

with the fighting on land, sea and, 

increasingly, in the air. 

     I do not know if you were able 

to see the Peter Jackson film, “They 

Shall Not Grow Old” (2018), it was 

showing in cinemas in the week 

before November 11th, it was then 

shown on BBC 2 on Armistice Day 

itself. A copy has been sent to 

every Secondary school, it should 

be essential viewing although it was 

not easy to watch. I knew that the 

infestation of rats and trench foot 

ravaged the sodden trenches but I 

had no idea of the extent of it. The 

Sunday Telegraph Review (11th 

Nov. 2018) quote summed the film 

up – “The end result looks as if it 

was shot and recorded yesterday”. 

     Doreen Piper, our Vice Chair, 

has put together a varied programme 

of talks for the Members’ meetings; 

these are usually very well received 

by our members, (especially 

Pauline’s tea/ coffee and cakes at 

the end.)  Jackie Depelle on October  

SECRETARY’S REPORT 
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16th was as good as ever on The 

1911 Census, those present really 

enjoyed the talk which was so    

informative end interesting, it was 

illustrated via a Power Point     

presentation which added a great 

deal to the verbal content. 

     As I write this, Richard Wimpenny 

is booked for the November meeting 

on the 20th with a talk on       

Passchendaele – Suffering in 

the Mud – which resonates very 

appropriately with the Peter Jackson 

film. 

     The Federation of Family  

History Societies sends monthly 

updates, their site has a wealth of 

links to events & information of  

interest to family historians, although 

it can be rather London centric. 

There is an effort being made to 

accommodate societies and their 

members in other parts of the 

country with events being booked 

for Manchester and Bristol. An item 

they sent to me which may be of 

interest is Family Tree Live April 

26th and 27th. This two day event 

is linked to Ancestry and the Family 

Tree site. Again, this event is in 

Alexandra Palace, London, which 

may suit BFHS members in the 

South, each ticket costs £12 per day. 

     I get brief updates on a wide 

variety of topics which may be of 

interest to BFHS members, so I will 

include the most relevant in the 

‘Keeping You in the Loop’ column 

which will be a regular feature from 

now on, as it has been well received 

from the feedback I have had.   

    In July 2018, Ancestry sent an 

update regarding its item on Brick 

Wall Solutions which was      

originally published on February 

20th 2018. Two members have  

contacted me regarding further  

information so I shall be including  

an updated article in the April journal. 

For those of us who are  still      

researching our families, there are 

some really useful hints if you are 

stuck, like me, my husband’s grandad 

who seems to have had two fathers 

and my great grandad who had no 

wife/ partner or record of birth!  

     I hope that I kept you aware of 

the happenings, or lack of them, at 

Barnsley Family History Society for 

the last quarter. 

     My very best wishes to you all 

for 2019. 

 

Margaret E. Williams. 

Polite Reminder to return your Nomination for Committee 

slips to the Membership Secretary. 

© Barnsley Family History Society 2019
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RECENT PUBLICATION 

     Michael Chance and Tony Heald have published a book of photographs 

and reminiscences about Ardsley, Stairfoot & Hoyle Mill. A complimentary 

book to their previous offering, Ardsley & Stairfoot Revisited. 

Covers: Paperback. 

Price: £15.99. 

Printers: Comtec. 

Number of pages: 192. 

Images: B&W. 

ISBN: 978-1-78926-927-7. 

Stockist: Chronicle bookshop, Experience Barnsley museum., local outlets. 

The book will be reviewed in the April journal. 

© Barnsley Family History Society 2019
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THE ROOKE FAMILY OF BARNSLEY: PART ONE 

 
he Rooke family must be one of the better documented families 

from Barnsley and roundabout during the early modern period – 

and perhaps one of the oldest still extant.  It is one of a number of 

Barnsley families, whose links extended well beyond the local area, including 

Derbyshire and London.  One branch, with the inclusion of a family tree, is 

followed in some detail in Rowland Jackson’s book, The History of the 

Town and Township of Barnsley, Bell & Daldy, London, 1858, but there are 

several lines of inquiry that can be opened in addition to examining some 

of the details related by Jackson.  In particular, the family receives  mention in 

wills, quarter session records, manorial records and legal disputes (civil 

and ecclesiastical); many of these raise further questions for the genealogist 

or family historian as well as providing some definite or likely answers. 

Various aspects of Rooke genealogy and family history between 1500 and 

1900 will be explored over the course of a number of articles.  I do not 

claim to have exhausted all known information on the family so discussion 

is invited and additions are welcomed. 

An abstract of the will of Gervase Rooke (c1613-1693) 

     The first item to explore relates to Gervase Rooke and two of his family: a 

grandson Gervase and a son Benjamin. Gervase the testator seems likely 

to have been the third and youngest son of William Rooke and Ann 

Roodes; he was baptised in Barnsley but married Elizabeth Urin [?]  in 

Morton, Derbyshire, on 5th November 1637.  He appears to have spent 

much time in that county over the course of his long life but he was buried 

at St Mary’s Barnsley – an image of his gravestone can be found via 

https://www.gravestonephotos.com.  A copy of Gervase’s will is held at 

the Borthwick Institute, York, but a very useful abstract can be found in 

the Register Book for the Parish of Leeds, published by the Thoresby Society.1  

A shortened transcript of that entry note is provided below. 

     William Rooke [...] was the son of Gervase Rooke, of Dranfield, co. 

Derby, yeoman, who is described in the pedigree in Jackson’s Barnsley, p. 

97, as of Barnsley, gent., baptized 13th July, 1613, and buried 19th June, 

1693. [...]  The descendants of Gervase Rooke’s son John Rooke are given 

in Jackson’s pedigree, which shows a descent from John Roke or Rooke, of 

Barnsley (Will dated 24th September, 1504, and proved at York), who married 

Joan, daughter of Edward Holdam, of Royston. Another son, William, 

above mentioned, Mayor of Leeds 1683, had seven children, of whom Sir 

William Rooke, knt., Mayor of Leeds 1714, died unmarried 11th November, 

1746; and Benjamin Rooke, a Turkey merchant in London, died s.p. 17th 

March, 1741, at Leeds, having married – first, Martha Burdon, who had two 

© Barnsley Family History Society 2019
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daughters who died young; and secondly, a lady unknown; the other   

children of William Rooke all died young. Daniel Rooke, the remaining son 

of Gervase Rooke, had a grandson William Rooke, described as of Leeds 

and Dodworth, and he is now represented by Mr Charles Staveley Rooke, 

of Leeds. 

“Will of Gervase Rook, of Dranfield, in the county of Derby, yeoman. 

To my dear and loving wife Elizabeth Rook, all that my messuage in 

Ridgeway, within the parish of Ekington in the said county, with all 

the closes, land &c, thereunto belonging, and now in the possession 

of George Turner, sickle smith, for her life, and after her decease to 

Mary Sprentall (daughter of my son-in-law William Sprentall), Sarah 

Stubbing, Amy Stubbing and Martha Stubbing (daughters of Thomas 

Stubbing, my son-in-law, lately deceased) equally. Unto my son, 

John Rook of Barnsley, 40s, and to Olive, his wife, 20s.  To my 

grandchild John Rook £5, to my grandchild Gervase Rook £5. To my 

grandchild Daniel Rook £5.  To my grandchild Rebecca Rook £5, and 

to my grandchild £5.  Unto my son William Rook, of Leeds, 40s, and 

to Isabell his wife, 20s, and to their sons William and Benjamin, 20s.  

each.  To Daniel Rook, of Barnsley, my son, 40s, and to Sarah his 

wife, 20s, and to his daughters Ann and Elizabeth, £10 apiece, and 

to his daughter Sarah £20.  To my daughter Elizabeth Stubbing, of 

Dranfield, widdow, £5, and to my grandchildren Edward Greenwood 

and Joseph Greenwood 20s.  apiece, and to my grandchild Elizabeth 

Greenwood their sister, now married to a person whose name I 

know not, 5s.  To Mary Clay, widdow, of Chesterfield, 40s.  To Sarah 

the wife of George Norlige 20s.  To my grandchildren – John Sprentall 

40s., and to his two daughters Ann and Elizabeth 40s.  apiece; and 

to Joshua Sprentall 40s., and to his wife and child 20s.  apiece; and 

to Nicholas Sprentall £10, and to Daniel Sprentall £30, and to Benjamin 

Sprentall £20.  To the poor of Barnsley £6.  Rest of personal estate 

(debts, legacies and funeral expenses being first paid and allowed) 

unto my dear and loving wife Elizabeth for ever.  She sole executrix. 

Dated 19th April, 1693.  Witnesses, Olive x Johnson, Anne x Wood, 

Jam: Donford, Jno. Sprentall. Proved 1st August, 1693, at York.” 

     Gervase’s will is helpful on numerous counts. Firstly, it gives his wife’s 

name and two further generations of the Rooke family name through   

children and grandchildren (and three generations through the female 

line). That will be useful for teasing out the possible identities of other branches  
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resident in and around Barnsley. Secondly, the tight timescale between its 

writing and being proved after Gervase’s death is a matter of months so 

there is no good reason to suppose that those mentioned in it would not 

be alive in April 1693. Thirdly, it mentions possessions in Derbyshire that 

are potentially useful for tracing family connexions. The Rookes were not 

the only Barnsley family to have held possessions in Derbyshire but the 

information provided here is vital for establishing family links between 

members there and in Barnsley, Rotherham and London. 

Gervase’s children 

     The marriage of Gervase and Elizabeth produced a number of children, 

all seem to have been baptised in Derbyshire (Dronfield or Eckington). 

Name Surname Relationship Baptism date Parish 

Sarah Rooke Daughter 01 Apr 1638 Dronfield 

John Rooke Son 17 Nov 1639 Dronfield 

Elizabeth Rooke Daughter 26 Dec 1641 Dronfield 

Gervase Rooke Son 20 Aug 1643 Dronfield 

William Rooke Son 05 Oct 1645 Dronfield 

Benjamin Rooke Son 02 Apr 1648 Dronfield 

N Rooke Son? 09 Dec 1652 Eckington 

Rebecca Rooke Daughter 17 Jun 1655 Eckington 

     N should be Daniel, not written in the register but most likely on the 

basis of other evidence concerning his age and personal affairs, to be   

discussed elsewhere.  John and Daniel Rooke seem to have returned to 

Barnsley to live there. 

Gervase’s grandson Gervase 

     Jackson’s pedigree states that Gervase Rooke’s grandson Gervase died 

young.2  Now the combination of Gervase and Rooke is not common. 

Moreover, Benjamin Rooke, the son of William of Leeds is mentioned as a 

merchant in London around 1712.3  Accordingly, one should pay attention 

to details of a Gervase Rooke recorded in some London registers in the 

early eighteenth century.4  One Gervase Rooke married Joanna Newton at 

St Helen’s, Bishopgate, London, in 1703.  His parish was recorded as St 

Dunstan in the West, hers as St Dunstan in the East.  The names given to 

their children reap due reward when compared to others in Gervase’s   

putative close family: John, William, Gervase, Elizabeth, Olive, Benjamin and 
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and Robert (the exception) were all baptised at St Dunstan in the East, 

London, between 1704 and 1713. That could suggest Gervase as the son 

of John and grandson of our Gervase. 

    The Court Rolls from the manor of Eckington, Derbyshire, allow for a 

perfect illumination!  The Court Baron of 3rd May 1705 documents a surrender, 

by John Rooke of Barnsley, gent., and Olivia his wife, of a messuage and 

lands in Troway to the use of Gervase, son of John and Olivia, and to Joan 

his wife.5  A second item, presented by the homage at the Great Court 

Baron meeting of 28th April 1709, records that Gervase, now of the parish 

of St. Dunstan in the East, London, gent., and Joan his wife had surrendered 

property and land in Troway on 26th February last.6  Gervase and his family 

seem likely to have remained in London but he did not die young and   

unmarried as suggested by Jackson.  It is possible that a Gervase Rock, 

recorded as a burial in 1736 in Boyd’s London Burials, might be our man; 

this is speculative but the burial is listed for St. Dunstan in the East.  A 

more likely candidate is a Joanna Rooke who was recorded receiving burial 

at St Dunstan in the East on 14th January 1741/2;7 unfortunately, the entry 

does not indicate her marital status.  

Gervase’s son Benjamin 

     The Eckington Rolls provide information pertaining to another son of 

Gervase. Benjamin is mentioned on more than one occasion, helpfully in 

April 1682 as a woollen draper of Rotherham.  That detail suggests two 

further links: firstly to a Benjamin Rooke marrying a Sarah Smoth 

(probably Smith) at All Saints, Rotherham, in 1680 (Boyds); secondly, to 

the burial of a Benjamin at the same church on 26th August 1688.  It may 

be that his widow remarried eighteen months later, to William Smithson in 

February 1689-90.  An early death for Benjamin with no children would 

explain his absence from Gervase’s will of 1693. 

To be continued. 

Richard Axe. 

ENDNOTES 

1 Thoresby Society vol. X: Leeds Parish Church Registers, 1667-1695, Seventh and 
Eighth Books; ed. by G. D. Lumb; 1901. 

2 Mentioned as d. y. on the Rooke stemma in Jackson’s book, between pages 96-7. 

3 Ralph Thoresby: Ducatus Leodiensis, p88 stemma. 

4 Some images are available via ancestry.co.uk.  

5 Eckington: the court rolls / calendared by H. J. H. Garratt. Vol.5, 1694-1804,    
Huddersfield, Volume V, 1997, p38. 

6 Ibid, p49. 

7 From the London Metropolitan archives, via Ancestry. 
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POLITE REMINDER 

THE 2019 MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION 

WAS DUE ON THE 1ST JANUARY 2019 

We hope you have enjoyed membership of Barnsley Family History Society  

To continue your membership, if you’ve not already done so, could you 

please complete, sign, and return the forms that were printed on the 

centre pages of the October 2018 edition of the journal.  You will also 

find all payment options and a standing order mandate.  

Please send your subscription to:  

Elaine Jackson, Barnsley FHS Membership Secretary,  

7 Honeywell Street, BARNSLEY. S71 1PR 

You can also pay your membership subscription through the  

Genfair website: 

https://www.genfair.co.uk/supplier.php?sid=2 

Barnsley Family History Society 

Notice is hereby given of the 

33rd Annual General Meeting 

To be held on Tuesday 19th February 2019 

at Buckley Street Methodist Church Hall, Union Court, Barnsley. 

S70 1JN  at 7.30pm 

AGENDA 

1. Welcome and Chairman’s opening remarks 

2. Apologies for absence 

3. Minutes of the last meeting held on 20th February 2018 

4. Matters arising 

5. Chairman’s Report 

6. Treasurer’s Report 

7. Acceptance of 2018 Accounts 

8. Election of officers 

Please note that only fully paid up members of the society 
can take part in, and cast their votes at the AGM. 
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JUST HOW POOR WAS MY GRANDFATHER’S FAMILY? 

 y grandfather, Thomas Cherryholme, was born in 1896 at 

Dewsbury, Yorkshire, to parents Mary (née Tolan) and John 

Cherryholme, the seventh child born to the couple.  John, a 

shoemaker, died in 1899; Mary in 1908 and my grandfather was         

subsequently sent to Canada as part of the British Home Child scheme.  

Between the years 1869 and the Great Depression, as many as 100,000 

children were exported from Britain to Canada, most between the ages of 

seven and fourteen.  Boys came as “farm labourers” and girls were 

“mothers’ helpers.”  Many of these children were treated well, but most 

were generally denied affection because they were “just hired hands.”  

Studies show that over two-thirds were abused by their patrons in Canada. 

     But my story, this story, begins three and a half years before my 

grandfather was born. 

     My on-going research recently uncovered a most disturbing look into 

just how deplorable the family’s living conditions were.  On March 20, 

1893, The Bradford Daily Telegraph reported the following: 

“ILL-TREATMENT OF CHILDREN AT HECKMONDWIKE 

     Today the Dewsbury magistrates were occupied for a 

considerable time in hearing a charge against Mary Cherryholme, 

aged 30, of Cater Lane, Heckmondwike, of causing three of her 

children unnecessary suffering.  Mr. Blakeley prosecuted on 

behalf of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children.       

The evidence was that the children – the oldest being nine 

and the youngest eleven months – were frequently neglected 

by the defendant, and more so than usual during the last 

few weeks.  On the tenth inst. two officers visited her house 

and found two of the children in a wretched condition.  The 

house was filthy and unfit to live in, especially for children.  

Two of them were covered with vermin, and the bed-clothes 

were as black as they possibly could be.  There was only a 

very small piece of bread in the house, and the neighbours 

had to take food to the children daily.  The prisoner was 

committed for a month.” 

     If any reader has family who lived at Cater Lane, Heckmondwike, in 

1893 who might have been the “neighbours” who fed this family – many 

thanks from my family to yours. 
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     The family composition, in 1893, would have been:  John William, 

b1884 (the nine year old in the article); Harold, b1888; Mary Elizabeth, 

b1890; and Eleanor, b1892 (the eleven month old in the article).  Another 

child, named George, had been born in 1886 and died in 1888.  Then, into 

this  destitution, a child named Tom was born at the Dewsbury Union 

Workhouse in 1894 and he died there in 1896, just months before my 

grandfather, named Thomas, was born in 1896.  I have to wonder where 

my shoemaker great grandfather was in that 1893 newspaper report.  He 

was obviously around to make babies! 

Only three of John and Mary’s children lived to be adults. 

     John William, started having brushes with 

law enforcement as early as 1906 and his arrest 

records  continued through to 1924.  He married 

Alice Chadwick in 1918 and had two sons.  Alice 

died in 1923.  John William then married Edith 

Parker in 1927 and had three more sons, one of 

whom died at three years of age.  John William 

died in 1958 from respiratory failure, chronic 

bronchitis and emphysema. His wife Edith, died in 

1999.  John William left over 20 descendants in the 

Heckmondwike area of Yorkshire. 

     Harold died at home in 1901 of cardiac failure and pulmonary tuberculosis.  

He was thirteen years old. 

     Mary Elizabeth, who was known as Lizzie, died in 1908 at St. Mary’s 

Orphanage in Leeds, as a result of cardiac disease.  She was 17 years old; 

her mother had died at the Dewsbury Union Workhouse only ten days earlier. 

     Eleanor married Patrick Brett in 1926.  The couple had no children.  

She died at Birstall in 1963.  Patrick died in 1972. 

     My grandfather, Thomas, was a ward of the  

Dewsbury Union Workhouse when he was sent to 

Canada in 1912.  He married Marilda Raymond in    

Canada in 1919 following his return from serving  

overseas with the Canadian Expeditionary Force   

during WWI.  They had five children, one of whom – 

their eldest son, Richard - was my father.  Thomas 

died in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada in 1960. He left over 

100 Canadian descendants. 
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      My grandfather's record, on being sent to Canada, had the following 

notation: "The boy had a bad start in consequence of mother's conduct." 

     The “Bradford Daily Telegraph” article is the first glimpse I've found of 

what his early life must have been like.  I’m happy to report that his many 

descendants have not suffered a similar lot in life. 

    By the way, if any reader comes across the name Cherryholme in their 

family tree, you will prove to be related to me.  So, hello cousin!  And 

please do get in touch.  I love meeting new cousins. 

C. Bonnie (née Cherryholme) Fowler. 

Member 573 

Now it’s your turn.  Everyone has a story to tell! 

If you’ve enjoyed reading the articles in this issue, why not write a piece 

for a future issue of the journal?  Please contact the editor:  

editor@barnsleyfhs.co.uk   

who will offer any assistance, or encouragement you might need.  

Remember, every journey starts with the first step. 

BARNSLEY UNION – MASTER AND MATRON WANTED. 

The Guardians of the Poor of the Barnsley Union are desirous of 

appointing a married man and his wife to be Master and 

Matron of the Barnsley Union Workhouse.  The man and 

wife must be without incumbrance.  The duties are prescribed 

by the General Consolidated Order of the Poor Law Board.  

Salary for the master £80 per annum, and for the matron 

£40 per annum.  Apartments, rations, and washing in the 

house.  Applications with testimonials must be sent to me, 

on or before the 4th day of October, 1875. 

John Tyas, Clerk to the Guardians.   

Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer, 25th September, 1875. 

ADVERTISEMENT 
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Forthcoming items in the April Journal: 

Down Your Way; 

The Rooke Family of Barnsley: Part Two; 

What the Papers Said. 

                    Barnsley  

Family History Society 

PONDER FOR A MOMENT! 

Would I like to help fellow 

members of  Barnsley FHS? 

IF YOUR ANSWER IS, 
YES, I WOULD! 

Then, why not join the Barnsley 
FHS committee, where your 

skills can be put to good use. 

For more information about 
joining the committee, please  

e-mail, Margaret: 

secretary@barnsleyfhs.co.uk 

WHO WILL BE PLEASED TO 

HEAR FROM YOU. 

Experience Barnsley Discovery Centre 
(Archives & Local Studies) 
Town Hall 
Church Street 
Barnsley 
S70 2TA  

: 01226 773950 

E-mail:  archives@barnsley.gov.uk 

Opening hours 

   Monday  10.00am-4.00pm 

   Tuesday  10.00am-6.30pm 

   Wednesday  10.00am-4.00pm 

   Thursday  10.00am-4.00pm 

   Friday   10.00am-4.00pm 
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DEATH OF A VENERABLE MEDICAL PRACTITIONER 
Dr. Charles Octavius Rowley (11th May 1824 – 19th November 1908) 

 he death took place on Thursday 

week, at his residence, 32, 

Huddersfield Road, of Dr. Charles 

Octavius Rowley, M.R.C.S. Eng. 

1850; L.S.A. 1849; who had      

attained the ripe age of 85, and 

was the oldest medical practitioner 

in the Barnsley district.  The deceased 

gentleman belonged to a family 

which settled at Cawthorne in the 

17th century, having originated in 

the parish of Kirkburton.  He was 

the youngest son of John Rowley, 

a flax-spinner, whose works were 

at Old Mill, and who lived at Flash 

House, Cawthorne – a quaint building 

which as having been for several 

generations the estate of the Rowley 

family. Over the door are the     

letters "J. A. R., 1729," for John 

and his wife Alice Rowley, in whose 

time the house was built or rebuilt. 

The same letters with the date of 

1689 are found on the barn. His 

father, also called John, died there 

in 1728, in his 87th year, whilst the 

son, who died in 1761, saw his 91st 

year. The Rowley estate of Flash 

House was bought by Mr. Stanhope 

after the death of John the father of 

Mr. Charles Octavius Rowley, of 

Barnsley, in 1829.  

     Here Dr. Rowley was born, and 

as he grew up and had leanings 

towards the medical profession, he 

was apprenticed to the late Dr. 

Crooks, of Church Street, Barnsley.   

He continued his studies at the Old 

School of Medicine, Leeds (now the 

Yorkshire College), and there took 

his degrees.  He afterwards practiced 

at High Hoyland and Silkstone, and 

was for twenty-one years a medical 

officer under the Penistone Union.  

In the latter part of 1879 he removed 

to Barnsley, having bought the 

practice of the late Dr. C. H.  

Wainwright, in 20 Church Street, 

Barnsley.  In that year he was also 

appointed medical officer for the 

second district of the Barnsley   

Union, in the place of Mr. Stawman, 

who had resigned.  Dr. Rowley retired 

from active work some years ago, 

and became entitled to a super-

annuation allowance under the Poor 

Law Act.  Only this year the deceased 

moved from the house in Church 

Street, which he had occupied for 

close on thirty years.  In his later 

years Dr. Rowley became very   

feeble, but the end was peaceful.  

Deceased leaves a widow, two 

sons, and three daughters.  The 

two sons have adopted the same 

profession as their father.  The 

elder son, Dr. Charles Rowley, is 

practising near Auckland, New  

Zealand, whilst the younger son, 

Dr. O. F. Rowley, is in practice in 

Barnsley.  The internment took 

place at Silkstone churchyard on 

Saturday afternoon, the ceremony 

being conducted by the Rector of  
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ADVERTISEMENT 

Barnsley (the Ven. Archdeacon Norris), assisted by the Vicar of Silkstone 

(the Rev. J. M. S. Walker.)  The family mourners were Dr. O. F. Rowley, 

and Mrs. Sophia Cassells (son and daughter); Miss M. Rowley and 

Miss E.  Rowley, (daughters), Mr. T. Rowley and Miss Rowley (nephew 

and niece), Miss Cassells (granddaughter.)  Amongst others present in 

the churchyard were Dr. Collings, Mrs. White, Miss Collings, Dr.     

Allott, Mr. H. Horsfield (Town Clerk of Barnsley), and Mr. Massie (who 

conducted the funeral  arrangements.). 

Barnsley Chronicle, 28 November, 1908. 

COCK INN, BARNSLEY. 

Richard Hydes, (late of the Bay Horse, in Barnsley) begs 

leave to inform Travellers, his Friends in particular, and 

the Public in general, that he has taken and entered to 

that old accustomed house,  

THE COCK INN,  

(Lately occupied by Mrs Walker) 

Where he humbly solicits for their Patronage and Support.  

He also returns his sincere Thanks to his Friends for their 

Custom at the Bay Horse, and hopes for a continuance of 

their favours at the Cock Inn, which he will ever studiously 

endeavour to merit by the most civil treatment, and an 

attention to the comfort and accommodation of his customers. 

 Plenty of good Stabling. 

Leeds Intelligencer, 11 September, 1797. 
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MEMBERSHIP SECTION  

A  warm welcome Peter, and David to Barnsley Family History Society.  I 
hope that you will find your membership useful, enjoyable, rewarding 

and above all productive. 

     Mem. No. 

     1876 Mr. Peter Robinson 

Guy   All    SAL ENG    Pre. 1800 

McGinty  All     IRL   Pre. 1800 

Miller   South Wales    WLS   Pre. 1890 

Robinson  Wigan    LAN ENG   Pre. 1800 

     1877 TBA 

     1878 Mr. David Brignell 

Brignell  Darton   WRY ENG c. 1850-1920 

Brignell  Mapplewell   WRY ENG c. 1850-1920 

Ibberson  Darton   WRY ENG c. 1850-1920 

Ibberson  Mapplewell   WRY ENG c. 1850-1920 

Ledger  Darton   WRY ENG c. 1850-1920 

Ledger  Mapplewell   WRY ENG c. 1850-1920 

Truelove  Darton   WRY ENG c. 1850-1920 

Truelove  Mapplewell   WRY ENG c. 1850-1920 

NEW MEMBERS  

ALLEN; BALL; BARACLOUGH; BARRACLOUGH; BINGHAM; BOOTH; BOURNE; BOWLER; 
BRETNER; BRIGNELL; BRITNER; BROOK; BURDEN; CHARLESWORTH; CLOUGH; COLLINS; 
CONOLLY; CROOK; CUTTELL; DALES; DALTON; DEAN; DICKINSON; DYSON; ELEY;   
EVANS; EXLEY; FEARNLEY; FISHER; FOTHERGILL; GILLESPIE; GRANGER; GUEST; GUY; 
HALL; HARDESTY; HEELEY; HEPWORTH; IBBERSON; IRVING; JUBB; KELLY; LEDGER; 
LINDLEY; LINGWOOD; MARSHALL; MASON; MCGINTY; MCQUILLAN; MILLER; MITCHELL; 
MOODY; NEWTON; NICHOLSON; OLDROYD; PETTY; PLATTS; REYNOLDS; RICHARDS; 
RICHARDSON; ROBINSON; ROTHERY; ROYSTON; SANDERSON; SENIOR; SEWLEY;   
SIMPSON; SMEDLEY; SMITH; SOUTH; TALBOT; TAYLOR; TENNANT; TOWNEND; TOWNSEND; 
TRUELOVE; TURTON; VICKERMAN; WILSON; WORTLEY; WROE. 

WEBSITE SURNAME INTERESTS: NEW ADDITIONS 

Elaine Jackson. 
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 atal Accident at Colliery 

On Tuesday an inquest was 

held before Mr. T. Taylor, coroner, 

at the Hope and Anchor Inn, Roystone, 

touching the death of Joseph 

Davis, a miner, 58 years of age, 

who was killed while working at the 

Ryhill Main Colliery, on the previous 

day.  Godfrey Davis, miner Wood 

End, Walton, said the deceased was 

his brother, and a widower.  He 

resided with Wm. Kinsey, of Cross

-lane, Roystone.  Frank Burton, 

miner, Station-lane, Ryhill, said he 

had worked as mate with the deceased 

for about six months.  On Monday 

morning they went to work as 

usual, and about seven o’clock   

deceased was engaged setting a 

prop in the hurrying gate at their 

working place.  He struck the prop 

with the hammer once, when a 

large stone, about six feet square 

(1.8 mts.) and 10 inches (250 mm) 

thick, fell upon him from the roof.  

Witness raised an alarm, and the 

deputy (Harry Firth) and others 

came and deceased was liberated.  

He moaned once, and then expired.  

Harry Firth, deputy, said deceased 

was a steady man and seemed to 

understand his work.  His working 

place would have been inspected by 

the night deputy about 4 o’clock 

that morning.  Ellen Pearson, who 

laid out the body, said the left thigh 

was broken, the left elbow and left 

knee injured, and the head seemed 

to be crushed.  A verdict of 

“Accidently killed” was returned.1 

 

WHAT THE PAPERS SAID 

 he death has occurred of Mr. 

Hayward, late of the Hope 

and Anchor Inn, Royston.  Mr.   Hayward 

followed Mr. W. Beaumont at the 

inn named, and lived there many 

years, during which time he had the 

misfortune to lose his wife.  Lately 

he has been keeping an hotel in 

Wakefield.  His remains were brought 

to Royston last Sunday and laid to 

rest in the churchyard, in the same 

grave as his wife.  It was a very 

large funeral, deceased being 

greatly respected both at Royston 

and Wakefield.2 

 he first wedding in the New 

Wesleyan Chapel, Royston, 

took place on Thursday week, the 

parties being Mr. Robert Boyce 

and Miss Laura Buckley.  The 

usual custom is to give the first 

wedding party a present.  On this 

occasion the officiating minister 

(the Rev. J. Moffatt) gave the 

couple a Bible.  The chapel was well 

filled. 3 

 

 

 

 

1  
Barnsley Chronicle, 12th September 

1891. 
2  Barnsley Chronicle, 21st March 
1903. 
3 Barnsley Chronicle, 21st March 
1903. 
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 he Free Grammar School of 

Barnsley, being now vacant, by 

the resignation of Mr. Whiteley, 

the late School-master there.  The 

Trustees for the said, school, have 

appointed a Meeting at the house of 

Mr. Francis Roper, the White 

Bear, in Barnsley, on Monday the 

thirty-first day of this instant May, 

in   order to elect a new School-

master, who must be properly 

qualified to teach Classics, English, 

Waiting, and Accompts. 

     These is belonging to the said 

school, a good house consisting of 

four rooms on a floor, kitchen, and 

brewhouse, with about half an acre 

of land adjoining, lately converted 

into a garden, and several rents 

issuing out of estates in and near 

Barnsley, amounting to Nineteen 

pounds a year, or upwards. 

     Further particulars may be had 

by applying personally, or by letter 

(post-paid) to Mr. John Bent, 

Postmaster, at Barnsley aforesaid. 

     The late Master had frequently 

more than twenty young gentlemen 

boarded in his own house, and a 

much larger number were boarded 

in the town.3 

 
 
 

 
 
 
1 Leeds Times 2nd July 1898. 
2 Yorkshire Post and Leeds   

        Intelligencer 18th August 1887. 
3 Leeds Intelligencer 18th May 1779. 

 t a dinner held at the Queen's 

Hotel, Barnsley, on Friday, Mr. 

A. R. Kell, late secretary of the 

Barnsley Agricultural and Horticultural 

Society, who has recently left the 

town, was presented with an        

illuminated address and cheque 

subscribed by members and other 

friends in the town.1 

Y esterday a painful affair occurred 

at the village of Silkstone, near 

Barnsley, which resulted in Police-

constable Nixon of that place     

app rehend i ng  Mr.  He nry 

Whiteley, farmer, of Silkstone, on 

a charge of committing a serious 

assault on a farm servant.  From 

what can be gathered it seems that 

Mr. Whiteley and the servant were 

working alone in the farmyard.  

Some words passed, and the servant 

threw a broom at his master, and it 

is said,  also struck him.  What followed 

may be best described by the after 

circumstances which arose.  The 

farm servant was found lying with 

his head cut open, the wound 

bleeding profusely.  Police-

constable Nixon on arriving put on 

a bandage, and bound up the head 

to check the bleeding. Until Dr. 

McCoubrey, of Dodworth, arrived 

and stitched up the wound.  The 

farm servant was for the most part 

insensible, but in his lucid moments 

he declared his master had caused 

the wound by striking him with a 

shovel.  Mr. Whiteley, who is a very 

respectable man, was conveyed to 

Barnsley Police Station and locked-

up, pending an inquiry into the case 

and the condition of the servant.2 
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January 5 Hermann Philipp Detzner (1882-1970) German officer, engineer 

and surveyor surrenders at the Finschhafen District of New 

Guinea. 

January 6 An attempt to overthrow Germany's provisional government 

occurs in Berlin as several buildings are seized by members of 

the communist Spartacus League led by Karl Liebknecht. The 

revolution is violently thwarted by bands of men composed of 

ex-soldiers led by former German Army officers, Liebknecht is 

killed in the action. 

January 10 Fakhri Pasha (1868-1948) Commander of the Ottoman army 

and governor of Medina, surrenders at Medina.  

January 18 The Paris Peace Conference opens with delegates from 32  

nations invited. President Woodrow Wilson attends, marking 

the first-ever visit to Europe by a sitting president. 

January 19 The first-ever nationwide election in Germany results in pro-

democracy political parties getting 75 percent of the vote. 

January 25 Proposal to create the League of Nations accepted.  The first 

international organisation whose main aim was to maintain 

world peace.  

January 27 The Czechoslovak Legion assumes complete control of the 

Trans-Siberian Railway.  

February 6 The newly elected German Assembly meets in Weimar and 

begins work on a new democratic constitution. 

April 28 The League of Nations is founded, championed by President 

Wilson as a means of peaceably resolving future conflicts. 

Germany is excluded for the time being. Despite Wilson's  

intentions, the United States never joins as the U.S. Senate 

subsequently rejects membership to avoid further European 

entanglements. 

June 21 The Germans sink 74 of their own warships in anticipation of 

being forced to yield them to the Allies.  Amongst these are 

53 ships scuttled in Scapa Flow with nine deaths, the last 

casualties of the war.   

TIMELINE 5th JANUARY 1919 TO 11th NOVEMBER 1919 
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June 28 At the Palace of Versailles, a German delegation signs the 

Treaty formally ending the war. Its 230 pages contain 

terms that have little in common with Wilson's Fourteen 

Points as the Germans had hoped. Germans back home 

react with mass demonstrations against the perceived 

harshness, especially clauses that assess sole blame for 

the war on Germany. 

July 8 Germany ratifies the Treaty of Versailles.  

July 21 The United Kingdom ratifies the Treaty of Versailles.  

July 31 The Weimar Republic is born in Germany from a new  

constitution which provides for a liberal democracy. The 

government consists of two houses of Parliament 

(Reichstag) and a president elected by the people. The 

president can dissolve the Reichstag and rule by decree 

in the event of an emergency. 

November 10 A Banquet in Honour of The President of the French    

Republic, Raymond Nicolas Landry Poincaré (1860-1934)  

is hosted by King George V (1865-1936) and held at 

Buckingham Palace during the evening hours of  November 10.  

November 11 The very first Armistice Day is held in the Grounds 

of Buckingham Palace on the Morning of November 11. 

This will set the trend for the yearly Remembrance 

Day. 

Aside: 

In September 1919 

 orporal Adolf Hitler (1889-1945?) is ordered by the German Army to 

investigate a small political group in Munich called the German Workers' 

Party. Hitler soon joins the group and begins to build it up, later changing 

its name to the National Socialist German Workers' (Nazi) Party. The anti-

democratic group vehemently opposes the Treaty of  Versailles and claims 

the German Army was not defeated on the battlefield but was betrayed by 

a "stab in the back" wrought by disloyal politicians on the home front. 

 

Jeff Chambers. 
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DOWN YOUR WAY 

 hilst searching through a 1931 Electoral Register of Barnsley, I was 

struck by how many parts of the area as been redeveloped in such 

a   relatively short period of time.  Many of the streets are no longer there, 

with many splendid houses reduced into rubble. 

     Trying to locate photographs of the streets and/or houses proved most 

difficult, if not impossible. 

     Before its too late, I’m suggesting that Barnsley FHS create databases 

of streets and of their residents.  

     If you have any research about any of the streets and/or families that 

lived on the following  streets in the 1930’s (more streets to follow in future 

journals) and would like to add your research to a database which can be 

shared with other members of the society, I would love to hear from you.   

     Any scanned copies of photographs taken of the people,  houses or the 

streets would be added to a database of photographs.  Any donations of    

photographs would be gratefully received. 

Details of your research will be published in a future issue of Domus Historiae.   

So without delay, commit that text to paper and submit today. 

To: publications@barnsleyfhs.co.uk 

AVON STREET 1931 

Number Residents First name Surname 

1 
Doris 

Leonard 
PALFREYMAN 

2 
Ernest 

Florence 
JONES 

3 
Frank 

Phyllis 
HOYLAND 

4 

George Arthur 

Isabella Ann 

Robert 

HIRST 

HIRST 

PEACH 

5 Mary Elizabeth MURRAY 

6 
Catherine Nora 

Ernest Gordon 
TINDALL 
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Number Residents First name Surname 

7 
Laura 

Michael Francis 
DOYLE 

8 Not Known  

9 
Albert Edward 

Martha 
FOULSTONE 

10 Not Known  

11 

Bertha 

John 

Mary Jane 

YOUEL 

                                 AVON STREET                       CONT.                                    

BALA STREET 1931 

Number Residents First name Surname 

1 Not Known  

2 
John  

Ellen  

BAKER 

LAUGHTON 

3 Not Known  

4 
Ernest George Sedgwick  

Carrie Rhodes   

MASON 

(née Taylor) MASON 

5 Not Known  

6 
John William  

Annie  
SMITH 

7 Not Known  

8 
Walter 

Emily 
NEEDHAM 

9 Not Known  

10 

Oliver 

Edith 

Eva Adelaide 

HYNDS 

11 
William Francis 

Evelyn Winifred 

TIGHE 

(née Fryer) TIGHE 

12 Not Known  
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                                  BALA STREET                      CONT.                                    

Number Residents First name Surname 

13 
Wilfrid Harold 

Florence Mary 

KERRY 

(née Burgin) KERRY 

14 Not Known  

15 
Edmund 

Margaret Ann 

SYKES 

(née Wren) SYKES 

16 Not Known  

17 
William 

Sarah Ellen 
WHITTAKER 

18 Not Known  

19 
George Henry 

Kitty 

MATTHEWS 

(née Brown) MATTHEWS 

20 Not Known  

21 

Harry 

Sarah 

Harry, Jnr. 

TUFNELL 

(née Locker) TUFNELL 

22 Not Known  

23 
Arthur 

Lily 
PEARSON 

24 Not Known  

25 
Richard 

Lily 

HYDE 

(née Wilkinson) HYDE 

26 Not Known  

27 
Thomas Henry 

Sarah Ann 

CASPER 

(née Robinson) CASPER 

28 Not Known  

29 
Mary 

Frances 
HODGSON 
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BEEVOR STREET                    

4 Sarah Jane MOSS 

5 Not Known  

6 

Emily 

Leonard 

William Sugden 

CLAYTON 

7 Not Known  

8 
Emma 

Francis 
BEAUMONT 

9 Not Known  

10 
Sarah Ann 

William Arthur 
NORTHROP 

11 Not Known  

12 

George Henry 

Mary Ann 

William 

CARPENTER 

Number Residents First name Surname 

1 Not Known  

2 
Ernest  

Sarah Ann 

ROSE 

FEETHAM 

3 Not Known  

BELGRAVE ROAD                    

Number Residents First name Surname 

1 
Horace 

Maud 
MALLINSON 

2 

Beatrice 
Alfred 
Alice 

Alice 

Muriel 
Walter 

MURRAY 

3 
Gladys 
Wright 

MASON 
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Number Residents First name Surname 

4 

Frances 
Tom 
Edna 

BETCHETTI 
BETCHETTI 
WADE 

5 

Alice 

Doris 
John 
James 

BUCKLEY 

HESKETH 
HESKETH 
HESKETH 

6 

Albert 
Alice 
Emily 
Hannah Maria 

Hubert 

BETCHETTI 

7 

Frances 
John 
William 

PEACH 

8 
Hannah Maria 
Wilfred 

GREEN 

9 
Florence 
William Henry 

HANNAM 

10 
Mabel Annie 
Walter Stanley 

DRAKE 

11 

Eliza Ann 
Elizabeth 
William 

HOGG 

12 

Amelia Davies 
Decimus 
Eva Rebecca 
Hilda 

Leonard 

ROUND 

13 

Henry Benjamin 
Mary 

Redvers 

Larkin  
Hutchinson 

Hutchinson 

14 
Eleanor 
James Henry 

BARRACLOUGH 

15 Not Known  

16 
Ada Jane 
Joseph 

FOWEATHER 

                              BELGRAVE ROAD                      CONT.                                    
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Do you recognise any of your relatives living in any of these streets in 1931? 

Jeff Chambers. 

Avon Street, Barnsley 

Postcode: S71 1ED  

Nat Grid: SE350061 

Ordnance Survey Coordinates:  

(Eastings)  435076 

(Northings)  406170 

Bala Street, Barnsley 

Postcode: S71 1DY   

Nat Grid: SE349063 

Ordnance Survey Coordinates:  

(Eastings)  434958 

(Northings)  406362 

Beevor Street, Barnsley 

Houses demolished in 19??, now 

an industrial estate. 

Postcode: S71 1HN   

Nat Grid: SE358064 

Ordnance Survey Coordinates:   

(Eastings)  435873 

(Northings)  406422 

Belgrave Road, Barnsley 

Postcode: S71 1EH   

Nat Grid: SE351063 

Ordnance Survey Coordinates:  

(Eastings)  435165 

(Northings)  406353 

Number Residents First name Surname 

17 Not Known  

18 
John 
Margaret 

McMULLEN 

The 

Lumn 

Alice 
Arthur 

SAXON 

20 
Herbert Clayton 
Lavenia 

PICKARD 

21-29 Not Known  

30 

Annie Mona 

Clara 
Mary 

BOSTWICK 

GREEN 
GREEN 

Church 

view 

Annie 
Ralph 

SHAW 

 
Ethel 
Harry 

AMBLER 

                              BELGRAVE ROAD                      CONT.                                    
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Conservatives for their attitude to 

Home Rule in Ireland and to the 

role of the Army. He reminded  

everyone that, guided by the principal 

of what he would want done if he 

worked at the coal face, he had 

supported the Coal Mines Act,    

Anti-Sweating Act, Labour Exchange 

Act, Minimum Wage Act and the 

Trade Union Act. He told them 

about the benefits of the People's 

Budget in which £50 million was 

being raised without additional 

taxation out of which one million 

people would receive old aged   

pensions at a cost of £12.6 million. 

The National Insurance Act disbursed 

£25 million in sickness and un-

employment benefits, with £11  

million in workers' contributions 

and £14 million from the State. 

Contrary to rumours he had no  

interest in joining the House of 

Lords unless members were 

elected: 'I would rather wear out 

than rust out, and I cannot wear 

out in a better way than by          

representing a downright Radical 

community like Barnsley in the 

House of Commons.' The meeting 

was followed by a lecture,         

illustrated by his own photographs, 

on his recent visit to Australia and 

New Zealand as a member of the 

Empire Parliamentary Party. He told 

his constituents: 'These countries 

had the only really representative 

government in the world, because  

 n April 1914, during a debate 

about a new Bill, Sir Joseph 

Walton reminded Members of his 

travels in British East Africa and 'he 

questioned whether there was any 

railway which traversed a country 

so absolutely varied in character as 

did the Uganda railway.' The £7 

million debt (worth at least £616 

million in 2016) had been paid for 

by British taxpayers and should be 

paid off by 1929 but it had also 

been very successful in generating 

income. This prompted a response 

by a  Conservative candidate: 'Sir 

Joseph Walton is our parliamentary 

Marco Polo. He used to be a mighty 

authority on China and the local 

accent he could get into the pronunciation 

of New-chang and Chung-king-tu 

no doubt helped him on his way to 

a baronetcy. He preached the gospel 

of railways for Colonial advance’. 

     On 20 April 1914, just as recent 

strike action in the collieries had 

ended, Sir Joseph attended several 

events in the Public Hall in Barnsley. 

At the Barnsley Division Liberal 

Council AGM in the afternoon, he 

'delivered a rousing address to the 

delegates on the Army crisis' then 

at the public meeting in the evening 

he gave 'the best fighting speech he 

ever made' to a large enthusiastic 

crowd. He explained his frustrations 

at the House of Lords’ delaying the 

introduction of Bills, he criticized the  

SIR JOSEPH WALTON MP: IN THE NEWSPAPERS (1914-1918) 
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they had adult suffrage, and every 

man there and every woman had a 

voice' and there was 'complete  

religious equality.' Sir Joseph had 

motored over 2,000 miles and  

travelled 7-8,000 miles by train 

while out there and he was in    

favour of the nationalisation of    

railways. He subsequently attended 

similar meetings in Wombwell, 

Hemsworth, Cudworth and Royston. 

     On 22 August 1914, the front 

page headline of the Barnsley 

Chronicle read: BARNSLEY AND 

THE WAR / GREAT MEETING IN THE 

PUBIC HALL / SIR JOSEPH WALTON 

ON THE GRAVE CRISIS / SPEECHES 

BY MR J WADSWORTH MP, THE 

MAYOR, MR J HEWITT, AND       

ALDERMAN RALEY. Sir Joseph was 

cheered as he rose to speak. ‘He 

regretted that it had been necessary 

for him to come to his constituents 

at Barnsley now, because [of] the 

greatest crime against humanity in 

the world,’ 'A war between civilized 

and Christian nations was the  

maddest of all things in God's 

world’. He went on to explain the 

history of how the war had started: 

'The German policy was 'might, not 

right,' ‘while our policy was the 

sanctity of international agree-

ments, of civilisation and the up-

holding of everything that can pro-

mote the advancement of democ-

racy of all countries’. He advised 

people to only rely on information 

that came through the Official Press  

Bureau and 'in strong language he 

condemned the publication of false 

news at a critical time like this.' The 

House of Commons were working 

closely together and they had 

passed legislation for £104 million 

to be raised via taxation with £1 

million to be spent on housing, 

more on roads but the majority on 

naval and military operations in 

addition to ensuring continued   

import of food supplies. Sir Joseph 

felt that the impact on the coal 

trade was unfair, since it was no 

longer being exported because of 

the risks, leading to lack of work for 

men; he was also directly affected 

since he owned two collieries in 

Northumberland which were providing 

no work at present. 'I was glad to 

see the Barnsley Reservists and the 

Barnsley Territorials have come out 

so well' and 'I am also delighted to 

know that their wives and families 

are going to be so well looked after 

in Barnsley'. Sir Joseph was keen to 

support the Barnsley Patriotic Fund 

and he had already offered his 

home at Rushpool Hall for use as a 

hospital.  

     In August 1915, Sir Joseph   

attended two meetings in Barnsley 

district, one of which was in 

Grimethorpe where he was invited 

to speak in support of their efforts 

to set up a unit of the Home      

Defence Corps. He referred to the 

fact that he was wearing his Deputy 

Lieutenant uniform: ‘I am proud to  
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wear the King’s uniform. I received 

my commission more than 20 years 

ago as deputy lieutenant of the 

county, and it is by instruction of 

the War Office that I have the    

service uniform on today. I only 

wish with all my heart that I was 

not 66 years of age. If I were 

twenty years younger and was only 

46 I would manage to write myself 

down as 40. (Laughter and        

applause)’. He was appalled by the 

huge loss of life in the war and he 

congratulated Grimethorpe on   

contributing 900 volunteers to 

serve their country. He was       

opposed to conscription and       

disapproved of the ‘policy of      

concealment in this war’; he believed 

that ‘in trusting the people and telling 

the plain unvarnished truth’ they 

would respond. 

     Sir Joseph visited Barnsley on 5 

August 1916 to commemorate the 

second anniversary of the declaration 

of war at the Public Hall along with 

other local dignitaries. He moved a 

resolution, which was carried, ‘that 

this meeting records inflexible    

determination to continue to a   

victorious end the struggle in  

maintenance of those ideals of   

liberty and justice which are the 

common and sacred cause of the 

Allies’. ‘Their hearts were stirred 

with pride at the heroism and    

gallantry of the Barnsley lads, and 

filled with sorrow when they recognised 

how many had fallen, when fighting  

 

to preserve our hearths and homes 

from  the German invader.’ ‘He 

made a strenuous appeal to the 

public of Barnsley to take a sincere 

and whole-hearted interest in the 

War-Savings Campaign. He also 

paid tribute to the magnificent work 

which was being performed at the 

Barnsley shell factory’, acknowledging 

the contribution of women who 

‘would deserve well of the men in 

regards to rights and privileges  

after the war was over’.  

      Sir Joseph was the guest of 

honour at the Grand Promenade 

Concert held on Feast Sunday, 19 

August 1917, to raise money for 

Barnsley’s war charities; he had left 

a similar event at Rushpool Hall 

that day to be amongst his       

constituents and he made a £20 

donation. He denounced the Stockholm 

Conference as German intrigue  

because they were losing the war, 

he rejected a ‘sham peace’ which 

was likely to lead to a renewed war 

and was committed to peace 

agreed only on terms approved by 

the Governments of the Allies,   

representing their nations, with 

‘ample reparation’ and ‘guarantees 

that would secure future peace’. 

One of the main reasons he felt 

proud of representing the Barnsley 

Division ‘was because they were 

such a steadfast people with grit 

and determination. Whether they 

were fighting a trade dispute or 

whatever struggle they entered into  
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the men – and women, too, thank 

God – of Yorkshire were not prepared 

to throw up the sponge when the 

struggle was half over; on the   

contrary they believed in fighting to 

a finish’. 

     Sir Joseph was in Barnsley again 

on 3 October 1918 while national 

discussions were underway about 

holding a General Election; ‘he   

believed it was the feeling of an 

overwhelming majority of the people 

that the present government should 

pursue the one and only task of 

winning the war’. In response to a 

motion in the Commons to make 

women eligible to become MPs, Sir 

Joseph ‘warmly welcomed the   

resolution, as he had always      

advocated equal rights and privileges 

for men and women. He welcomed 

the addition of six million women to 

the electorate, and only wished 

they had the same franchise as 

men. He was certain the constituencies 

would return women to the House 

of Commons who were not only 

educated but would be of great 

value in the consideration of      

legislative measures for the         

betterment of women and children. 

Such women – oftentimes superior 

in ability to the majority of men – 

would be of great advantage to the 

country’. (The motion was carried 

by 274 to 25). In a debate in the 

House early November 1918, Sir 

Joseph advocated a justly deserved 

increase in separation allowances and 

pensions which were ‘miserably 

inadequate’. He compared the 

‘pittance’ of 1s 7½d per day earned 

by Privates in the British Army 

compared to between 4s 6d and 7s 

per day awarded to their comrades 

from Australia, New Zealand and 

Canada; the wives and children of 

the latter were also treated much 

more generously. He felt this     

disparity extremely unfair to the 

many gallant men who had readily 

left employment with better pay to 

voluntarily serve their country. He 

contributed £100 to the Subscription 

Fund for Prisoners of War. 

     After the war ended, Sir Joseph 

suggested establishing a Peace 

Cabinet to replace the War Cabinet 

to deal effectively with the many 

complex issues facing the country, 

not least the enormous debt      

accumulated to pay for the war. He 

proposed that Coal Miners should 

return home immediately to reduce 

numbers paid by the Army and to 

aid economic recovery; the same 

applied to skilled artisans, managers 

of small businesses and others   

indispensable to the rapid return to 

‘peace work’.  

Jane Ainsworth. 
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Baptisms  

Barnsley Ebenezer  

Methodist New Connexion 1862-1973  

Barnsley St. George 1832-1844  

Barnsley St. Mary              1813-1837  

Barnsley Wesleyan           1839-1910  

Bretton Chapelry 1813-1840 

Cawthorne All Saints          1800-1844  

Darton All Saints                1813-1822  

Royston St. John  1813-1831  

Silkstone All Saints  1813-1840  

Wentworth Wesleyan  1849-1980  

Wortley St. Leonard  1813-1856 

Marriages  

Barnsley St. George  1832-1837  

Barnsley St. Mary  1800-1837  

Cawthorne All Saints  1800-1837  

Darton All Saints  1813-1822  

Penistone St. John  1800-1837  

Royston St. John  1799-1837  

Silkstone All Saints  1800-1837 

Burials  

Barnsley St. George  1832-1850  

Barnsley St. Mary  1800-1840  

Bretton Chapelry 1800-1840 

Cawthorne All Saints  1800-1845  

Darton All Saints  1800-1845  

Denby Chapelry 1800-1856 

Dodworth St. John  1848-1934  

Hoyland Nether St. Peter  1813-1861  

Penistone St. John   1800-1856  

Royston St. John  1800-1837  

Silkstone All Saints   1800-1840  

Tankersley St. Peter  1813-1858  

Worsbrough St. Thomas  1859-1903  

Wortley St. Leonard  1800-1854 

National Probate Calendars /  

Wills Index 1858 to 1943  

Please give full name and year of death. 

Because wills were not always proved 

immediately we will search up to three 

years after the death.  

National Burial Index; Third Edition  

England & Wales. Please give full name, 

year -range and county if known.  

Soldiers who died in the Great War  

Please give full name and age if known.  

1851 Census, Barnsley Area  

Please give surname and forename(s) if 

known and age. Or request all 

occurrences of a given surname.  

1891 Census, Barnsley  

Please give surname and approximate 

age. 1891 Search results supplied as 

copy of enumeration page. 

For searches or enquiries please contact:  

Elaine LEWIS 

  e-Mail: search@barnsleyfhs.co.uk  

If applying by post please enclose  

a large SAE 

If applicable please include your 

membership number.  

The Society is offering all its members six free searches during the year. You don‘t 

have to use them all at once, they can be spread out over the year. Arrangements 

for non-members remain the same.                                                 Elaine LEWIS 

SEARCH SERVICES 
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January 15th Members Research Evening. 

February 19th 
Annual General Meeting 
GUEST SPEAKER 
Margaret Williams: TBA 

February 28th DEADLINE for articles for the April Journal. 

March 19th 
GUEST SPEAKERS 
Beryl and Barbara: Poisons, Potions and Polish. 

April16th GUEST SPEAKER: TBA 

May 21st Members Research Evening. 

June 18th 
GUEST SPEAKER 
Barbara Dixon: Hung at York. 

June 30th DEADLINE for articles for the July Journal. 

BARNSLEY FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

     Domus Historiae is the official journal of the Barnsley Family History      
Society, published in January, April, July and October of each year. 

Please send material for the April 2019 issue to the Editor: 

e-mail: editor@barnsleyfhs.co.uk by 28th February. 

     Copyright clearance is the contributor’s responsibility and you must ensure 
that written and illustrative material does not breach copyright and that all 
sources are correctly acknowledged.  The Society accepts no responsibility for 
the views expressed in the articles published.  The right to final editing lies 
with the Journal Editor. 

     Meetings of the Society are held at Buckley Street Methodist Church Hall, 
Union Court, Barnsley. S70 1JN on the 3rd Tuesday of each month from 7.30 to 
0.30pm.  There is no meeting in December.  Free parking is available and 
there is full wheelchair access.  The venue is within easy reach of Barnsley 
town centre. 

For more information visit the website at:  www.barnsleyfhs.co.uk 

DIARY DATES 

Copyright © 2019 Barnsley Family History Society. All Rights Reserved. Reproduction of any 

part of this publication is not permitted without the prior written permission of the editor. 
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Soup Kitchen, Cudworth, National Coal Strike, 1912. 

High Street, Penistone, 24-26th February 1933. 

Barnsley Road, Cudworth, 1905. 
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