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You can pay online at our website (PayPal: account or cards), by post
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hard-pressed volunteers.  Thank you.
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SAFHS
29th Annual

Conference and Family-History Fair

Saturday 21st April 2018
Hosted by Fife Family History Society

Charity No.: SC025246

“Was Your Ancestor a Convict?”
featuring the launch of

“The Fife Kalendar of Convicts, 1790–1880”
CD/digital download

Rothes Halls, Glenrothes, Fife  KY7 5NX

The venue has served well for past fairs, and there is ample parking outside and nearby.
No meals are provided, but the Rothes Halls has a café (open all day) and a supermarket.
For more information, please check out our website or our Twitter or Facebook pages.

www.fifefhs.org
LivingDNA – Scotland Project
Living DNA, Strathclyde University and SAFHS are seeking your help in mapping the
world’s genetic ancestry to the finest scale possible. The academic team who produced
The Fine-scale Genetic Structure of the British Population are now extending the level of
detail throughout Scotland, where at least 20 areas may have distinct genetic differences.
The project is now live: https://www.livingdna.com/en/one-family/research/scotland

Janet M Bishop No. 7410
Chairman, ASGRA (Association of Scottish Genealogists and Researchers in Archives)

Chairman, SAFHS (Scottish Association of Family-History Societies)
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Society Reports, News and Information
Alan Foubister (1942–2017)
His many friends in ANESFHS were sad to
learn of Alan’s death.
Alan was a Peterhead loon.  He came to
Aberdeen to study chemistry, and a weekly
university dances he met his future wife, Liz,
then still in her sixth year at school.  They
married in 1965, and work took them first to
Edinburgh and then to the north of England.
In 2001, they “retired” and came back to
Aberdeen.  Both Alan and Liz were interested
in family history, and soon became involved
with the Society as volunteers.  Alan was always prepared to help with whatever needed to
be done, and he got on with the job with typical quiet efficiency and good humour.  He
assisted members with their research, and helped with publications and at events and
bookstalls, where he enjoyed the interaction with members of the public. He labelled and
shelved census microfilms, he was part of a team writing reports of talks at the monthly
meetings, and he was involved in transcribing monumental inscriptions.  And if anything
needed to be lifted, moved or tidied, Alan was happy to do it and to do it without fuss.
Alan was a true gentleman, someone who was genuinely interested in other people and
enjoyed talking to them. He could get on with anybody.  We’ll miss his company and his
conversation, always characterised by common sense and wry humour.
Alan died peacefully on 1 October in Roxburghe House, surrounded by his family.
Almost to the end, he had looked forward to receiving visitors, and those of us who saw
him found him tired but cheerful, and still keen to discuss the latest news and events.
We’ll miss him.
Our thoughts are with Liz and the family, Antony, Cath and Elspeth.
library@anesfhs.org.uk Margie Mellis No. 2090

Society Reports, News and Information
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Members’ Meetings
Michael Hodgson, “Aberdeen Art Gallery redevelopment”
22nd April 2017
Michael Hodgson is campaign manager of the Inspiring Art and Music project for the
redevelopment of the Aberdeen Art Gallery, Cowdray Hall and War Memorial.  The major
alterations and additions to the building will provide new exhibition and display galleries,
new educational spaces and much-improved facilities for visitors.
He began by showing images from the Gallery’s rich collections, some of which are of
national significance.  He highlighted the Aberdeen silver collection, the sculpture court
and the costume collection, which includes the archive of the Fraserburgh-born fashion
designer, Bill Gibb. The Gallery received an endowment from the estate of Alexander
Macdonald, a granite manufacturer in the late 19th century, who stipulated that it could
only be used to purchase contemporary works.  Some of these have been controversial in
their time, and this includes The Goose Girl (or To Pastures New) by James Guthrie,
acquired in 1888, and which is now a favourite of many visitors to the Gallery.
In the late 19th century, wealthy local businessmen were becoming collectors of works of
art, and three of them were instrumental in setting up the Gallery in 1885.  Local architect
A. Marshall MacKenzie designed the building on two floors.  Several additions and
changes were made over the years.  In 1905, space was needed to exhibit sculpture by the
students of Gray’s School of Art and examples of Aberdeen’s renowned granite industry.
The sculpture court was added, with its 22 granite pillars showing locally quarried granite.
In 1925, the Cowdray Hall and War Memorial were added.
Michael stated that the changes and additions had been made over a long period without
looking at the building as a whole, until it no longer met the needs of visitors or staff.
Two of the front windows had been blocked off for the staircase.  The Cowdray Hall, with
its balcony, could no longer be used as a performance space, as it didn’t meet stricter
Health and Safety standards.  The only access for wheelchair users was by the service lift,
which was reached from a secret door in the Murray Room.  This room also had to be
closed to the public when it was being used for checking works of art before they went out
on loan to other galleries.  There were leaks – and heaters, coolers, humidifiers and
dehumidifiers had to be used.  He described it as a flawed building.
What should be done to improve the building? The staircase is being removed from the
front, and a new one built alongside a public lift at the back of the sculpture court. Stiff
public opposition met the removal of the staircase, which many believed was made of
marble.  In fact, it was red brick and concrete with a marble facing, and had been damaged
in 1985 when someone threw a sculpture down the stairs. A reason given for its removal
was that some visitors to the Gallery claimed that, when they entered from the front door,
they couldn’t find it and had to ask staff for directions.  Much of the marble facing has
been kept and will be used in the building.  The granite pillars have also been retained.
New and refurbished gallery and exhibition spaces are being created, as well as dedicated
learning spaces and a library.  The Cowdray Hall is being refurbished, and much care is
being taken to ensure that the acoustics are as good as previously.  In the Remembrance
Hall, the doors, which have long been closed, will be reopened and the balcony lifted and
widened.  The Rolls of Honour are being digitised and will be showing throughout the
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day.  Veterans were consulted on the upgrading of the Hall.  The café and shop at the front
have swapped places, and the café will be able to open even when the Gallery itself is
closed.  The windows of the café in its new location are being lowered.
On the exterior of the Gallery, an extension is being added at the rear of the building.  On
the rooftop, the pitched roofs are being removed and replaced with a new copper-clad
storey of accommodation and roof terraces.
Discoveries made during excavations for these works included a box of health salts, old
postcards and, in the back court, human remains.  There were 42 individual graves and 50
separate disarticulated skeletons from an earlier Victorian excavation. The building sits on
the site of the old friary that had belonged to the Blackfriars.  The names of tradesmen
who had worked on the original building were found on the stonework on the roof.
A lively question-and-answer session followed, in particular on the claim by some visitors
that they couldn’t find the staircase when they entered. The Gallery is due to open in
winter 2017 with 33% more space, which will mean that many more artefacts can be
displayed, including items of decorative arts and costume.
We appreciated this insight into one of the city’s favourite buildings and are looking
forward to the time when we can visit it again and see the changes for ourselves.
A report of our September 2017 meeting will appear in Journal 146 (February 2018).

Kit Corall No. 1000
—oOo—

Douglas Lockhart, “Bazaars, Benevolence and Buildings in NE Scotland”
21st October 2017
Douglas was a geographer and lecturer, and in retirement has
been researching bazaars in Scotland with Diana Webster. He
brought some of the fruits of their work to our meeting.
Originating in the marketplaces of the Middle East, bazaars
developed in Britain into shops where goods were sold, and
thence to charity fundraising events. These were popular from
the 1820s until the early 1950s, reaching a peak from the
1880s to the early 1900s.  They raised money for children’s
charities, for anti-slavery campaigns (1820–30s), for the
Volunteers (from 1859), for building harbours, bridges,
churches and manses – and, in the later years, for political parties.
Bazaars were held in cities and in towns, usually over a few days, and often on a theme
decorated by professional decorators. Kelly, Williams & Co. of Liverpool decorated
“Khartoum in Kirkcaldy”, while Carnegie & Co. produced an “Egyptian fancy fair” for St
Combs “Charleston Harbour Scheme” in 1892.
Bazaars were the forte of women. Aristocratic ladies pressured businesses to donate
money and goods, and organised other women to run stalls and serve refreshments. At the
peak of their popularity, bazaars provided entertainments ranging from role-reversing nail-
hammering for women and clothes-washing for men, to free motor-car rides. Raffles were
not always approved, especially for church bazaars.
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The popularity of bazaars waned before the First World War but revived briefly to raise
money for war memorials (Buckie, 1925) or a Memorial Hall (Cairnie).
Many bazaars produced a “bazaar book”. Some gave details of the stalls and stallholders,
but some contained poems and other literary efforts. Advertising often covered the cost of
the book. Douglas illustrated his talk with excellent slides of bazaar books, buildings and
harbours, and groups of stallholders.

Janet M Byth No. 2882
—oOo—

Moray/Banff Group report
At our May meeting, our speaker was Keith Mitchell, whose talk, The Mouse Clicks and a
Family Treasure is Found, explained how he came to retrieve a collection of family
documents that belonged to and concerned his great-uncle, Alexander Crichton Mitchell –
a noted scientist in a variety of different fields, and a member of the Royal Society of
Edinburgh.  These documents, Keith told us, crashed through so many brick walls!
During our last meeting before the summer break, we looked at a wide range of old maps,
many of which are available online, dating from the 1500s through to the present day. Of
particular interest were the first-edition six-inch Ordnance Survey maps found on the
National Library of Scotland mapping website at http://maps.nls.uk/. On these, once you
have identified the village or farm, the view can be changed to a present-day aerial view.
Our autumn programme began with a session about brick walls and ways of tackling them,
looking at various methods of finding our way through, over or round these problems.
Our meetings continue to be well attended, and we have an interesting programme of
meetings arranged through to next March.  If you are within reach, please come along.
moray.banff@anesfhs.org.uk Mary Evans No. 1975

Hear the authentic Buchan Doric of your forebears in 74 minutes of original poems and comedy
sketches on a CD recorded live in concert by Rotarians Allan J. R. Thomson and Bob Wallace,
alias Kirrie the Fit, or read the Buchan dialect in The Moss o’ Rora, Allan’s book of over 100 of
his own Doric poems and short stories.  CDs cost £11.50 incl. p&p, and books cost £12 incl. p&p
from allanjrthomson@tesco.net, or tel. 01575 573632.  Proceeds go to Ninewells Cancer
Campaign – £11,000 already donated.

THE MOSS O’ RORA

Poems & Tales of North-East Scotland
By

Allan J. R. Thomson
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Glasgow Group meetings – round-up of reports
ANESFHS was founded in 1978, and its Glasgow Group of local members has been
meeting since at least 1986 and continues to thrive.  We meet in October, November,
February and May (see Membership Card and website syllabus page).  All are welcome.
Here is a chronological summary of recent meetings and where to find reports on them.

Chris Fleet, “Mapping Aberdeenshire over time”
400 years of maps, their makers and audiences
8th October 2016
Chris Fleet is Senior Map Curator at the National Library of Scotland Map Library.  His
well-illustrated talk aimed to look behind, as well as at, maps: who was making them, and
why?  Maps over time need to select or obscure certain features to suit different agendas.
Scotland had long featured peripherally on early maps of Europe.  Forlani’s of 1561 was
the first map to show Scotland on its own on a sheet of paper.  It was based very much on
written sources and on a map by George Lilley, an English Catholic exile who had fled in
the 1540s to settle in Rome.
The 17th century saw a revolution in mapmaking.  Timothy Pont produced the first maps
that had a lot of useful detail (c. 1583–1614).  Many of his surviving maps show churches,
mountains, lochs and rivers, as well as thousands more placenames than earlier maps.  For
example, in the Glen Tanar area, he shows some farm names that still exist.  Problems
ensued after his death, when the centre of printing had moved to the Netherlands, and a
Robert Gordon was called on to revise and update Pont’s maps (1636–52).  Blaeu’s maps
are good but have only partial coverage, so it’s always useful to try to seek out Pont’s
manuscript maps on which Blaeu’s printed maps were based.
Some larger towns could commission special surveys, while others had to wait until the
late 18th or the 19th century.  Robert Gordon’s son James became parson of Rothiemay in
1681, had many notable descendants and was a skilled cartographer.  His classic map
shows not an overhead but a bird’s-eye view, including frontages of buildings.  His map of
Aberdeen has a wonderful mass of detail that lets us visualise the town like no other: new
quay built in the 1650s, dry ground sometimes overflowed by the tide, and so on.
In the first half of the 18th century, the threatened reality of Jacobite rebellions led to teams
of military engineers being sent to Scotland to conduct military surveys from bases such as
Dumbarton or Perth.  Of these, the most important, though it was very selective and
inconsistent, was Roy’s (Highlands 1747–52, Lowlands 1752–55).
After the pacification of Scotland, a great variety of new maps flourished for different
purposes: estate-owners’ maps, town maps and many others.  With the emerging print
culture, there was a real market for buying maps.  Shetland-born James Robertson made
the best series from the early 19th century.  John Thomson’s county atlas had a different
style but very similar features; and Robertson accused him of plagiarism.  Robertson was
certainly copied by Ross, showing such features as a “Roman road” up Glenshee.
Always try to look at the background behind the production of each map.  Sources were of
varied reliability.  Maps often showed proposed developments that never eventuated.
Starting in 1828, John Wood, a Yorkshireman who settled in Edinburgh, mapped 48
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Scottish towns, many of them for the first time – and showing proprietors of land.  Larger
towns drew on earlier maps.
For family-history purposes, the most useful maps are often by the Ordnance Survey.
Founded in the 1790s, it mapped southern England first, then Ireland (1820s–40s), then
Wigtownshire (1830s/40s), reaching Aberdeenshire in the 1860s.  For the first time, very
detailed maps showed types of land use, different types of trees and so on.  The OS had a
particular interest in placenames, and made close checks and attempts at standardisation.
The 1867 series (25 inches to the mile) shows all of the more inhabited areas of Scotland,
covering about a third of the mainland.  There is a mass of information on Aberdeen and
on many smaller villages.  For towns with over 4,000 inhabitants, even more detailed
maps were made.  For Aberdeen and Peterhead, there are even maps of the interiors of
public buildings, to record the infrastructure for water and sewerage services.  Spot heights
were very labour-intensive to include; and everything on the ground was recorded – even
free-standing trees, drying poles and paths in back gardens.
The OS returned at regular intervals for repeat surveys.  Aberdeen was redone in 1899,
1924 (areas) and the 1960s, and continues to be updated.  The NLS website has the whole
pre-Second World War county series and is steadily putting more maps online.
Commercial mapmakers grew through the 19th century.  Companies such as Bartholomew
often took OS maps and updated the information on the ground.  Post Office directories
are often good for covering the 20–30-year intervals of OS mapping.  Other popular
sources include feuing plans, such as by Beattie & Son.  In 1944, the OS took photographs
from the air.  The main institution holding air photographs for all of Scotland is RCAHMS
(the Royal Commission on Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland), in Edinburgh.
NLS has maps of urban areas from the end of the Second World War.
The world’s largest portal is now www.oldmapsonline.org.  The growing number of online
resources includes www.scotlandsplaces.gov.uk, a collaboration by RCAHMS, NLS and
the National Records of Scotland (NRS).  This should always be your first port of call.
The NLS website has 48,000 maps, all searchable geographically, including 13,000 OS
25-inch maps.  Click on an area of interest, and zoom in to show detail.  To print, use your
Print Screen key and paste, rather than printing directly from your browser.
Maps from the last 50 years cannot be put online; and estate maps haven’t been scanned,
because NLS’s remit is to collect all printed maps.  Estate maps were very selective
surveys, and some are still in private hands; but you could try Aberdeen Central and
University libraries. In the last four years, NLS has collaborated with the publisher Birlinn
to produce facsimiles of all the great maps and atlases of Scotland.  This is not cheap but is
a great and enjoyable investment.
All are welcome to visit the NLS Map Library – designed as a reading room rather than a
shop.  You can just turn up, but are asked to try the website first and to contact NLS in
advance with any trickier queries.  For parish boundaries, the county maps show the
parishes clearly.  The 1890s OS one-inch series shows parishes in blocks of colour.
If you are writing something for publication, and you want to incorporate a map image,
please ask permission.  NLS always requests a short credit line: “Reproduced by kind
permission of …”, which will usually suffice for most family-history or local-history
publications.
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Chris Paton, “Down and out in Scotland: researching ancestral crisis”
19th November 2016
A report by Graham Robertson (no. 11685) appeared in Journal 142 (February 2017).

Ken Nisbet, “The Register of Corrected Entries and its use for Scottish
family research”
11th February 2017
Ken is an accomplished genealogist, a long-time office-bearer in the Scottish Genealogy
Society and in SAFHS, an early (but lapsed!) member of ANESFHS, and a great friend to
the Society and to our Edinburgh and Glasgow Groups of members in particular.
He used his extensive genealogical expertise to give us yet another wide-ranging and
illuminating talk, this time on the RCE (primarily of births and deaths) and the nature and
range of changes that it may show to original entries.  RCEs tend mostly to record changes
to a child’s name, or to establish the identity of a father, or to clarify a cause of death; but
a great variety of more unusual or quirky corrections to original entries also exist.
RCE amendments are shown on a certificate by a stamp and/or written entry in the side
margin or at the foot.  Online and in the Scotland’s People Centre, look out at the top of an
image for a line alerting you to the existence of an RCE amendment (or, rarely, more than
one).  Click on that line, and it takes you to the relevant RCE image.

Members’ Day, Workshop: family-history problems and solutions
13th May 2017
A report of this meeting appeared in Journal 144 (August 2017).
glasgow@anesfhs.org.uk [all of the above by:] Ivor Normand No. 4161

Valerie Reilly, “Fashion through the lens: dating historical photographs”
7th October 2017
Valerie, a former curator at Paisley Museum, gave us
a fascinating and comprehensive talk about how to
date old photographs by their nature, their setting
and their arrangement, and by the subjects’ dress.
Her presentation was extremely detailed: 17 pages
accompanied by 103 slides, and quoting extensively
from www.fashion-era.com (The Fashion Detective).
She began with a quotation from Jayne Shrimpton,
Family Photographs and How to Date Them:
“Photographs are not only treasured family
heirlooms but also valuable historical documents, for
they can be ‘read’, scrutinised for details and
information, in much the same way as written
records”.  Valerie then urged us to go through our
own photos and write down a date and/or who
appears in the picture. Family group, c. 1891
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Trio of Paisley ladies, c. 1908

The talk began with very early photographs from about 1850, when portrait photographs
began to appear, and took us to the start of the First World War, when photography had
become much more widespread and informal. It was suggested that most of us have a
better idea of what 20th-century clothing looks like, so we could probably ourselves put a
tentative date to photographs from after that war.
Valerie looked, decade by decade, at the clues which can give us an approximate date
when a particular photograph may have been taken.  There are also some general factors
which help to date old photographs but which have nothing to do with the costumes in the
composition. These include the format of the photographs – and we were shown when
different formats were introduced or were particularly popular. The composition of the
photo can also provide clues, as can certain internal details. And the name and address of
a professional photographer usually appears.  A check through trade directories in a library
or online should give the dates at which the photographer was operating, and may even
narrow down the date-range if he or she worked from more than one address.  See also
Richard Torrance’s series of regional booklets on photographers to 1914.
We were then shown examples of the various
photographic formats and the dates when they were
used – from Daguerreotypes, through the Collodian
process, to Ambrotypes, Tintypes, Cartes-de-visite
and Cabinet Cards, ending with Kodak’s development
of the Box Brownie, which put the taking of
photographs into the hands of the many.
Clothes can be a help, but there is a cautionary note.
Women’s fashion innovations can provide us with an
“earliest possible date” but not a latest date. The same
could apply to children’s clothing. Men’s clothing is
less subject to year-by-year fluctuations in fashion.
The slides took us through many changes in format,
composition and dress and provided a fascinating
catalogue of change over the course of about a century
of photography.
Valerie’s presentation drew warm applause and no immediate rush to join the “tea queue”,
as everyone was left with so much to think about.  I am sure many of us spent the evening
looking through our old family photographs with new eyes.

Valaine Middleton No. 12834
—oOo—

Edinburgh Group meetings
ANESFHS’s Edinburgh Group of local members began meeting in 2009 and similarly
welcomes all Society members and other interested parties.  We meet in September,
November, January and April (see Membership Card and website syllabus page).
On 9th September 2017, our speaker was Dr Geoff Hare on “The James Gordon Bennetts:
researching a North-East family who emigrated to fame and fortune in America and
France”.  Geoff (no. 21515) has very kindly turned his talk into an illustrated article that
appears later in this issue of the Journal.
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“Aye tyauvin awa”
(16th-century version)

Keith and Helen Mitchell, “Moray Burial Ground Research Group”
12th November 2016
MBGRG was founded by volunteers in 2003 to survey
every burial ground in Moray (including part of old
Banffshire) – over 140 public or private sites.  As each
project is completed, the painstaking results are published.
Group co-founders Keith and Helen Mitchell gave us a
wonderful and very well-illustrated talk on the background,
the work, the methods and the achievements of MBGRG.
The comprehensive www.mbgrg.org gives a good flavour
– particularly the downloadable Newsletters (one or two
per year) with their colour photographs and extremely
interesting variety of contents.
MBGRG is a full member of SAFHS, and works with all
the authorities: Moray Council, Historic Environment
Scotland and RCAHMS. A great deal of work is carried out behind the scenes, including
historical research in various archival centres, but most of the recording work takes place
in churchyards and cemeteries.  Volunteers plot every tombstone onto a site plan, record
the full inscription accurately, and take photographic records (and scale drawings where
necessary) – all for accuracy checks, as well as archival and illustration purposes.
Buried tombstones are a speciality, and over 800 have so far been recorded.  Our audience
marvelled at the professional standards of care taken to locate, map, uncover, clean, record
and carefully re-cover each buried stone so that the inscription is preserved, and the grave
site is left exactly as it had been found, as was agreed when permission was given.
Audience members wondered whether any other groups as inspirational or as effective are
working in any other parts of Scotland – and if not, why not?  Any such group needs a
driving force, and it was hoped that MBGRG would retain enough volunteers and
momentum when Keith and Helen retired and moved away, as they have since done.
You can follow MBGRG on Facebook.  Through the website, you can join up to have fun
and learn a lot as you contribute to creating a new awareness of generations long departed.
edinburgh@anesfhs.org.uk Ivor Normand No. 4161

—oOo—

Publications List Update
Aberdeen & NE Scotland Family History Society
AA116 Chapel of Garioch & Logie Durno Kirkyards MIs. Revised edn. £3.00 90gms
AA084 Fetteresso Kirkyard MIs. £7.50 180gms
AA080 Kildrummy Kirkyard MIs. £3.00 120gms
AA081 Oldmeldrum Kirkyard (1891 extension) MIs. £7.50 150gms
jean.shirer@anesfhs.org.uk Jean Shirer  No. 0014
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From the Chairman
In this last Journal of 2017, I would like to welcome the newer members of our Society.
Since we have changed the basis of membership from the calendar year to the date of
joining, there has been a welcome upturn in numbers of new members. It remains to be
seen whether this will translate into a sustained rise in active membership.  The Society is
actively planning for the coming year, focusing on refurbishment of our Centre at King
Street and on upgrades to our IT system.
In the meantime, I wish you all a happy festive season – a time to think of the living
members of our families, but also to remember to raise a glass to our ancestors!
chairman@anesfhs.org.uk Stuart Petrie No. 15075

—oOo—

Editorial
Hello again from the hot seat, five years after leaving it.  This issue of the Journal is both
new-look and old-look as I seek to introduce new features and reinstate others, reverting in
haste to my previous template to begin with, and catching up on previously unpublished
reports of members’ meetings in Aberdeen, Elgin, Glasgow and Edinburgh.
Your ANESFHS membership entitles you to receive the quarterly Journal (by mail, or
electronically if you prefer) as well as to access our newly developed Members’ Forum
and many other useful features on our website anesfhs.org.uk.  More details on next page.
Printing, and schedules
In recent years, postal charges have gone through the roof.  For this reason, the Journal is
set at 44 numbered pages to keep the package below the 100g postal band.  The paper and
print are designed to make the Journal legible to all – and we’ll welcome feedback.  This
issue reaches you rather later than I’d hoped, but future issues will aim to reach you early
in the month on the cover.  The official copy deadline is on the inside back cover.
Colour pages
The printers make up a 48-page Journal (including covers) from three large sheets folded
and cut into 16.  One sheet is in colour, and it becomes pp. 1–6 and 39–44 (plus covers) –
hence some changes to the “usual” layout in order to maximise the use of colour this time.
If there’s sufficient demand, the cost of a second large sheet in colour can be considered.
Diary
Members’ meetings in Aberdeen, Elgin, Glasgow and Edinburgh are listed here along with
King Street festive closures and some other events (SAFHS Conference, family-history
fairs, bookstalls and so on).  This page will be reformatted to display more events, all of
which can also be found on the Society’s website, which is well worth exploring.
Letters to the Editor
I welcome all contact on North-East Scottish family-historical matters in general or in
particular, and especially feedback on items in previous Journals or on the Society’s
revamped website.  To set the ball rolling, this issue contains four members’ letters in
what I hope will become a thriving forum for discussion and reference.
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Record of Ancestors chart
Your chance to be a centrefold!  Each issue will feature the five-generation Ancestor Chart
of a current member who has given permission.  Any format is acceptable: handwritten or
typed; complete or work-in-progress.  North-East Scottish ancestry is less important than a
reasonably well-filled chart showing B/M/D dates and places for ancestors from anywhere.
I’d also welcome a note of the researches and discoveries that brought you to this point.
Queries
This ever-popular section moves from the final pages, as we prefer Queries to deal in
matters over 100 years old, i.e. long before colour photography.  This issue contains a
bumper crop mostly harvested from the “Brick Walls” section of the Members’ Forum on
our website, where you can post your own queries and offer advice to other members.  We
want the Members’ Forum to be widely used, and so the website and the Journal will
publicise each other, also linking with the Society’s presences on social media.
Articles
A traditional strength of our Journal is the range and often the depth of articles submitted
by our members.  I’ll always aim to acknowledge receipt and let you approve a proposed
final Journal-ready version of your article.  If yours ends up held over for lack of space, as
several were this time round, it’ll receive priority for the next Journal.
Other features
Members responded positively to the short e-Newsletter of 4th October inviting material
and ideas for the Journal.  In future issues, we plan to include a range of interesting items
such as interviews with notable genealogists/family historians.
We are also keen to reintroduce “Feature(d) Parish”, but we need folk to do the necessary
research and writing!  Stalwart volunteers at King Street can contribute on parish maps
and boundaries, on Society and other publications, and on material in the Society library.
May your 2018 be filled with all the sounds of family-history brick walls crashing down.
Of all the resources out there, ANESFHS is your best one-stop shop.  Visit King Street!
And please also have a think about any way in which you may be able to volunteer.
In 2018, we’ll also be celebrating 40 years since ANESFHS was founded.
journal@anesfhs.org.uk Ivor Normand No. 4161

—oOo—

ANESFHS website and Members’ Forum
In order to get the most from your Society membership, you should register on our new
website.  Go to www.anesfhs.org.uk and click on the Register link at the top right of the
screen.  For further assistance, please visit

www.anesfhs.org.uk/how-to-register
Once you have registered, you will be able to access our growing list of very useful
members-only features, including:
 All our Journals from 1979 onwards
 Monumental Inscription look-ups for many North-East Scottish graveyards
 A Members’ Forum for exchange of ideas, assistance with “brick walls”, and much else.
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100 Club News
The 100 Club gives our members the opportunity to win a cash prize while also supporting
the Society’s work.  All you need is a UK bank account, wherever you live.  The fee for
each number held is £12 per annum and is payable annually, in May, by banker’s order.
The payout is always 50 per cent of the income, and there are four prizes in the monthly
draw (1st 20 per cent,  2nd 15 per cent,  3rd 10 per cent and  4th 5 per cent of the income).
You must be a current member of the Society. If you decide not to renew your
membership, please also cancel your standing order for the 100 Club.
The draw takes place monthly, and cheques are posted to winners immediately.  Winners
are also announced in the Journal.  For further details, please see the current Information
Booklet on our website.  If you’d like to join, then please e-mail me (below).

No.
1st prize
(£24·40)

Mem.
No. No.

2nd prize
(£18·30)

Mem.
No. No.

3rd prize
(£12·20)

Mem.
No. No.

4th prize
(£6·10)

Mem.
No.

Aug 40
Douglas
McDonald 900 86

Elizabeth
Jordan 18139 105

Raymond
Mennie 11359 4

Maureen
Taylor 1553

Sep 42
Sheila
Simpson 18974 86

Elizabeth
Jordan 18139 57

Lena
Sturdy 11575 31

William
Munro 8229

Oct 21
Ian
Glendinning 12049 121

Margaret
McDowall 18020 50

Edna
Cromarty 2568 68

Gay
Murton 2127

100club@anesfhs.org.uk Teresa Shewell No. 4883

Library Corner
Book Reviews
Children’s Homes: A History of Institutional Care for Britain’s Young.
Peter Higginbotham (Pen & Sword History, 2017), viii + 310pp.  ISBN 978 1
52670 135 0.
The title is accurate: this is a thorough, up-to-date review of the early movers and shakers
who, with compassion, a social conscience and cash, provided for the destitute, diseased
and often delinquent young on the streets, the emerging political responses within a wider
social conscience and the legal frameworks developed to meet the needs of young people.
It highlights the many achievements but also lays bare the faults and pitfalls that can arise
within “care” settings for vulnerable and often difficult or damaged people.
Higginbotham writes succinctly, packing in an encyclopaedic range of information and
references on the development of social welfare and related policy.  Apart from being a
very interesting read, it is useful for family historians trying to locate and understand the
experiences of ancestors who may have been fostered, adopted, educated in secure settings
or sent to the working opportunities in Canada and Australia. The range of information,
including websites, helps to put into perspective the who, why, what and when of their
experiences and our changing society.
This is a book for every library, a must-read for trainees in caring professions and, of
course, an essential reference in family-history centres.
betty.jomac@gmail.com Betty Jordan No. 18139
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Derek Tait, Aberdeen in the Great War, Your towns and cities in the Great War series
(Pen and Sword, 2016), £2.99.
Aberdonians made an immense contribution to the First World War and to the subsequent
victory, and this book gives an interesting and indeed compelling account of the ways in
which their lives were profoundly affected by the events of these four years.
The information is drawn largely from the pages of local newspapers, though we are also
kept informed of events in the wider theatre of war. It will be of special interest to family
historians because it includes reports on local recruits, casualties, decorations and
promotions, often accompanied by photographs of the men involved, sometimes with
details of parentage, education or career.
In the first years of war, enlistment posters were to be seen everywhere – on hoardings,
buildings, shops and offices – and young men were further encouraged by countless
recruitment drives and parades.  In March 1915, we read of a march-past of some 4,500
garrison troops, watched by more than 8,000 spectators, children having been let out from
school early for the occasion. Men responded eagerly while their womenfolk embarked on
an orgy of fundraising by means of galas, flag days and concerts. Thus thousands of
pounds were collected for the benefit of troops at the Front, but also for wounded soldiers
in hospitals and schools throughout the city. Much thought was given to the comfort and
entertainment of these wounded men – and we read, for example, that hairdressers gave
them their services free. Individuals, firms and societies made contributions to the Red
Cross for the purchase of ambulances which were on public display before going into
service overseas or at home.
In May 1915, the contribution of women was noted in the Aberdeen Evening Express, and
we learn that over 300 women had gone to work in the jute mills and jam factories of
Dundee, while others were employed in munition factories, market gardens or paper mills.
The Women’s War Register also had a good response, most teachers volunteering to work
during some weeks of their summer holidays. The founding of the Land Army in 1917
brought a new way for young women to serve.
Although war news features most prominently in the newspapers, it is clear that normal
pastimes and entertainments helped to improve public morale – and we read of football
matches in 1915 when Aberdeen scored notable wins over Celtic and Hearts. For
hundreds of Aberdonians, the annual pantomime at HM Theatre was a special and much-
anticipated treat, reported in the newspapers in detail and with much enthusiasm.
By 1917, a more sombre mood prevailed in the city, for by this time most families had
suffered the loss of relatives or friends. Some foodstuffs were now scarce, and we read of
difficulty in obtaining flour, butter, margarine or cheese. Bread was being made to a
wartime recipe and was of such poor quality that bakers were ashamed to offer it to their
customers. Rationing was introduced in January 1918 and soon became a way of life.
In November 1918, the Armistice was celebrated with much joy and celebration in the
streets, but Aberdeen and Aberdonians had been changed by the war, and its effects would
be felt for many years to come.

Moira Henderson No. 73
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Lights on the Library
A new discovery for me is The Fletts of Finnichty by A. W. Hutton, MA (published and
printed privately in a limited edition for the author, 2001).  It is a fascinating if somewhat
large book, covering the history of the Findochty area and the family history of the Fletts.
About a third of the book dwells on the family tree, but the extensive uses of photographs,
maps and illustrations of the area earlier in the book make this extremely readable.
The appendices and lists show the extent of the original research.  They include Findochty
boatbuilders, Findochty-built fishing boats (1798–1931), Jacobites, the First World War
Roll of Honour, boats damaged or sunk during the war, and fishing disasters.
This book is a perfect example of a town under the microscope and is recommended
whether your interest lies in the family or in the geographical area.

Bookworm, 27th October 2017
—oOo—

Granite Roots Update
The Granite Roots Appeal was started in February 2017 with the aim of raising funds for
improvements to the Research Centre.  We have been delighted to receive support from
members all over the world.  Your generous donations have already raised a little more
than £40,000 towards our initial goal of £100,000.
The most crucial need is for an overhaul of our IT system. Our computer system has
grown with the Society, and has served us well, but unfortunately much of the key
equipment is reaching the end of its natural life, and uses older software that is no longer
supported.  With the funds that have been raised, we have begun work to replace the
obsolete and unreliable servers, and to rebuild the system with up-to-date software.
Another major goal of the Appeal is to work towards universal access to the Research
Centre.  The next target is to provide a toilet for the disabled and improved access for
wheelchair users or those with mobility issues.  In parallel with the work required to
provide access for all visitors, our plan is to provide a refurbishment of the Research
Room that will be undertaken to offer a modern and fresher look to the facility.
There is still much to do, and it is more important than ever to continue our fundraising
efforts.  With this in mind, we hope to receive further donations to the Granite Roots
Appeal, which can be made in any of the following ways:
 Online donations – visit our website www.anesfhs.org.uk, where there is a link to make

your donation via PayPal or MyDonate
 Cheque donations – make cheques payable to ANESFHS and mail to:

Aberdeen & North-East Scotland Family History Society
c/o Granite Roots Appeal, 158–164 King Street, Aberdeen  AB24 5BD.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has donated – whether it be
online, via cheque or placing spare change in the collection box.  If you haven’t had a
chance to donate yet, please consider giving to this worthy cause.

Granite Roots Committee
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Why can’t I find that OPR entry?
The Old Parochial Registers of Scotland are the Church of Scotland’s parish registers of
birth and baptism, of proclamation and marriage, and sometimes of death and burial, kept
by the ministers or session clerks of the parish.  In Scotland, statutory registration of
births, marriages and deaths was introduced in 1855 – but, once your research takes you
further back than that, you will be relying on the information contained in the OPRs.
Many of you will have had the experience of not being able to find the baptism or the
marriage of a particular person.  There are lots of reasons for this.
One of our members has recently donated a fascinating book to the Society’s library which
helps to explain the problem.  The book was written by Edinburgh advocate William
Turnbull and was published in 1849, six years before statutory registration was made
compulsory in Scotland.  Its title is:

Memoranda of the state of the parochial registers of Scotland, whereby is clearly
shown the imperative necessity for a national system of regular registration.
(Edinburgh: Thomas George Stevenson, 1849)

It was written, says the author, for friends who, like himself (and perhaps for family
historians like ourselves!), amuse their leisure hours with questions of pedigree and
topographical science.
William Turnbull may have started his research out of interest, but he was spurred on to
publication by what he calls the preposterous opposition and narrow-minded clamour
elicited on the introduction to Parliament (in 1847) of the Bills for Registration of Births,
Deaths and Marriages.  Turnbull had extracted from the New Statistical Account of 1845
the information supplied by each and every minister of the parishes in Scotland as to the
state of the parochial records.  He claims that the results of his research show clearly and
unequivocally the positive and urgent necessity for a legislative interference, as well as the
impropriety of all attempts to thwart improvements in such matters.
It makes fascinating reading.  The ministers give numerous examples of chasms in the
records, of blanks, or of what they refer to as a hiatus between certain dates.  Sometimes
the records have been lost over the years, or never kept in the first place as when a session
clerk (who was usually the schoolmaster) removed the registers or simply stopped making
entries in retaliation for non-payment of his fees, or when the minister was ill and unable
to perform his duties.  Sometimes the records were lost through fires in the minister’s
study or when the schoolhouse burned down, or were taken away by relatives of a minister
or session clerk who had died, and then were subsequently thrown out by them; or they
may have been damaged by damp or through the ravages of mice.  Many references are
made to the slovenly practice of writing the records on detached slips of paper which, as is
only to be expected, were then lost.
Sometimes we get a more unusual reason for the lack of entries in the parish registers, as
for example when the minister in Tongue in Sutherland states:

There was a record of births and marriages regularly made up; but the person who was
session clerk at the time became deranged, which was never suspected, till it was
incontestibly [sic] proved, by his being found one morning busily employed in the
churchyard distributing papers on the grave-stones, with the sanguine hope of raising an
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What does it weigh?
When you send us anything bigger than A5 (MI size), or thicker than three folded sheets of paper,
PLEASE GET IT WEIGHED!
A UK Large Letter stamp only covers up to 100 grammes and only up to 5 millimetres thick – so,
even a standard letter that is fat will be surcharged, and ANESFHS has to pay the Royal Mail.  A
heavier-than-100g letter will also be surcharged.
We get occasional packets of 1911 census transcript returns blithely posted back with a 100g Large
Letter stamp – surcharged £1.50.  Even a single ancestor chart, flat in an A4 envelope, requires a
Large Letter stamp, not a standard Letter – surcharge £1.50.
Please don’t assume that the £0.91 franking mark on what we send you equates to a Large Letter
stamp.  We get a discount for using a franking machine (which we rent, and we do half the sorting).  It
needs £1.22 return postage.  For census transcripts, we will reimburse your postage if you ask us.
A 2nd-class letter costs 56p.  A Large Letter costs 76p up to 100g, and £1.22 over 100g up to 250g –
all 2nd class.  See the Royal Mail website for more information.  Sorry, but they’ve made life more
difficult for all of us!
publications@anesfhs.org.uk Gay Murton No. 2127

army from the dead.  On examination, these papers were discovered to be the parish
register, so torn as to be completely useless.

There are several examples of records which are missing because they have been removed
to Edinburgh for a court case, often on a question of inheritance, or to local law firms to
settle a dispute, and then never returned.  Some of these records are still turning up today
in Court of Session papers or in lawyers’ offices.
And of course there was no compulsion to register; and many of the ministers writing in
the Statistical Accounts bemoan this fact and make mention of the extreme negligence, or
neglect, or disinclination of parents in registering their child’s baptism.  Some parents
were reluctant (or unable) to pay the small fee, while others didn’t see any necessity to
register, especially as no question of inheritance would arise since they had no rich friends
who might leave money or property to them or their families.
In the 1830s, several attempts were made to remedy the situation through legislation, but it
was 1854 before An Act to provide for the better Registration of Births, Deaths and
Marriages in Scotland was finally achieved.  There had been opposition from the
Established Church, but it is obvious from the returns given in Turnbull’s book that many
ministers of the Church did not share this official view.  In their reports, many of them
lament the fact that there is no statutory registration in Scotland as there is in England
(introduced there in 1837) and feel that the situation will not improve until legislation is
passed.  They emphasise the numerous advantages of having a correct record, highlight the
expense, trouble and loss which can be caused without it, and point out that there will
never be a complete record unless people are forced by law to register births, marriages
and deaths, and that this should be done in a uniform way.  Their frustration with their lack
of influence among their parishioners in this respect is clear from these returns.
Reading through these reports makes you realise that being able to find the baptism or
marriage of an ancestor in the OPRs is not a foregone conclusion, and that we should
perhaps count ourselves lucky when we do find the entry we want.
library@anesfhs.org.uk Margie Mellis No. 2090
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Diary
11th November

ANESFHS Edinburgh Group Meeting
Irish records and research: a modern overview
Jill Williams
2pm, Royal Scots Club, 29 Abercromby Place

18th November
ANESFHS Aberdeen Meeting
Dominican Blackfriars
Alison Cameron, archaeologist
2:30pm, Unitarian Church, Skene Terrace

18th November
ANESFHS Glasgow Group Meeting
Canadian records
Neil Menzies
2pm, Renfield Saint Stephen’s Church Centre,
260 Bath Street, Glasgow

9th December
ANESFHS Christmas Party
Social: fun, quizzes, mingling (nae dancin’!);
BYOB and nibbles
Open to all members and partners/families
2:00pm, 136 King Street, Aberdeen

Holiday closure, 158–164 King Street:
Closing at 4pm, Sat. 22nd December 2017;
reopening at 10am, Thurs. 4th January 2018

6th January 2018
ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group Meeting
Emigration
2pm–4pm, Activities Room, Elgin Library

20th January 2018
ANESFHS Aberdeen Meeting
Beginners’ meeting
2:30pm, Unitarian Church, Skene Terrace

20th January 2018
ANESFHS Edinburgh Group Meeting
Tackling your brick wall
Mary Evans, genealogist (Moray/Banff Group)
2pm, Royal Scots Club, 29 Abercromby Place

3rd February 2018
ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group Meeting
A look at other records
2pm–4pm, Activities Room, Elgin Library

10th February 2018
ANESFHS Glasgow Group Meeting
Using DNA to solve family-tree mysteries
Michelle Leonard, genealogist/DNA detective
2pm, RSSCC, 260 Bath Street, Glasgow

17th February 2018
ANESFHS Aberdeen Meeting
TBA – see website and next Journal
2:30pm, Unitarian Church, Skene Terrace

17th March 2018
ANESFHS Annual General Meeting
Followed by a talk – Neil Fraser
From Aboyne to Australia via Inverurie
2:00pm, Unitarian Church, Skene Terrace

7th April 2018
ANESFHS Edinburgh Group Meeting
Members’ Day: see website and next Journal
2pm, Royal Scots Club, 29 Abercromby Place

21st April 2018
ANESFHS Aberdeen Meeting
TBA – see website and next Journal
2:30pm, Unitarian Church, Skene Terrace

21st April 2018
SAFHS 29th Annual Conference and Fair
Was your ancestor a convict?
10am–4:30pm, Rothes Halls, Glenrothes, Fife
Early-bird tickets until 3rd January 2018
www.safhs.org.uk; www.fifefhs.org

12th May 2018
ANESFHS Glasgow Group Meeting
Members’ Day: Dating old photographs
2pm, Renfield Saint Stephen’s Church Centre,
260 Bath Street, Glasgow

19th May 2018
ANESFHS Aberdeen Meeting
TBA – see website and next Journal
2:30pm, Unitarian Church, Skene Terrace

8th September 2018
ANESFHS Edinburgh Group Meeting
TBA – see website and next Journal
2pm, Royal Scots Club, 29 Abercromby Place

15th September 2018
ANESFHS Aberdeen Meeting
Canon Alexander Galloway – The Renaissance
Mannie fae Inverurie [postponed from 2017]
Prof. Ray McAleese
2:30pm, Unitarian Church, Skene Terrace

6th October 2018
ANESFHS Glasgow Group Meeting
TBA – see website and next Journal
2pm, Renfield Saint Stephen’s Church Centre,
260 Bath Street, Glasgow
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,

A Voyage of Discovery: RMS Omrah
Iain Ledingham’s “Bertram Begg” article (Journal 144, pp. 25–26) interested me, as I too
had made reference (Journal 143, pp. 7–8) to a First World War troopship, the Omrah,
built for the Orient Line and launched in September 1898 (see www.fairfieldgovan.co.uk
and, if it’ll work, http://www.clydesite.co.uk/clydebuilt).  Iain highlighted a relative’s war
experience, while I had focused on the ship’s role in maintaining family and cultural links
across the world despite troubled times. For Scots, a nation of emigrants and immigrants,
the ships and the mail have played a significant part.
I have a painting of the Omrah as she was originally: a luxurious steamship with all the
latest mechanical, architectural and social comforts for first- to third-class passengers –
and, importantly, the mail.  It is a gouache in a mahogany-and-gilt frame, with hand-rolled
glass, possibly dating from around the ship’s launch.  “OMRAH” appears on the bow, but
at the centre-foot of the painting there is also “RMS OMRAH”. Initial searches were on
Australian websites, where several museums and a lively trade in postcards provided many
images of the ship (e.g. https://collections.museumvictoria.com.au/items/374393).
Newspapers next; the Sydney Morning Herald reported on 18th March 1899, p. 5: “The
new Orient liner Omrah, a stately merchant vessel, will anchor in port this morn … the
largest of the British liners in the Australian trade … flying the British flag under Captain
Ruthven”. It extols the ship’s superior construction, with watertight compartment doors
throughout, and safety exits – key points in ensuring that all bar one of those on board
survived when she was torpedoed and sunk on 12th May 1918 off Cape Spartivento in the
Mediterranean while carrying Commonwealth troops from Marseilles to Egypt (Daily
Advertiser (Wagga Wagga, 1911–54), 6th February 1919, p. 3, “Sinking of the Omrah”).
Sailing in convoys was also a factor in rescuing the 600 troops and crew within the 1¼
hours that she remained afloat. P&O stated that in April 1917 alone they had lost one
million tons to the deep (www.poheritage.com – an excellent site for historical research).
My Journal 143 report also mentioned a message in a bottle, sent from a troopship in 1917
by a Malcolm McIver of Charlton, Victoria, and found nine years later on a beach in South
Australia. Intrigued by his Scottish name, I found his army records (Australian Imperial
Force Embarkation Roll, 1914–18), his birth and family in Charlton (Australian Electoral
Rolls, 1903–80; Charlton was full of Scottish names); then, in England, his marriage to an
English-born woman (Marriage Index, 1916–2005), confirmed by a handwritten note on
his war record (National Archives of Australia, Official War Record).
From there the trail may have petered out, although his wife’s unusual first names may
indicate a connection to the Isle of Lewis.  I wonder if he married because he wanted to
leave a pension in case he was killed, and then she later married a Lewis relative of his?
By such divergent routes, “my” ship has made a link with my Lewis ancestry and friends
and family in Victoria – and I have voyaged halfway across the world on the Internet.
betty.jomac@gmail.com Betty Jordan No. 18139
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Lest We Forget
I read with interest your Journal 144 (Aug 2017), especially pp. 40–41 by Jane Edwards
(no. 11568) on her great-great-uncle John Tosh.  I have found some information for her.
John Tosh died of wounds on 26th September 1917 from the battle at Polygon Wood near
Ypres. My own great-uncle, John Joseph Sandilands, 31st Bn AIF (Australian-born son of
a Peeblesshire emigrant), died the following day at Polygon Wood and is buried there with
no grave marked. His name is on the Menin Gate in Ypres, Belgium.
These are the websites I used for researching information about John Tosh for Jane
Edwards. Perhaps they will be useful for others to research their Australian relatives.
Australian War Memorial (FREE to search):
 WW1 war records are open and available to view and download.
 56th Bn – https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/blog/56th-battalion-at-polygon-wood
 56th Bn War Diaries – https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C1339123 (then select

September 1917).
trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper (National Library of Australia; FREE to search) – digitised
newspapers, gazettes and more.  Browse articles by titles, place or date. Results:
 1917 – Died of Wounds notice – Pte John Tosh, Enfield 26/9/17.
 1918 – Probate notice for John Tosh.
 1919 – Memorial notice – Pte John Tosh, 56th Bn, died of wounds 26 Sep 1917 …
 1920 – Memorial notice – … Ever remembered by his wife and little children.
 1923, 1925 – Music and Technical Education results for children of John Tosh.
BDMNSW (http://www.bdm.nsw.gov.au/Pages/family-history/family-history.aspx) –
Register of Birth, Deaths & Marriages in the state of New South Wales (FREE to search,
then a cost for certificates). Results:
 1908 marriage of John Tosh and Mary J.
 Births of 3 children for John Tosh and Mary J. (1908–14)
 marriages of two daughters in 1942
 death of son in 1986.
Deaths in Ryerson Index (https://www.ryersonindex.org/, FREE to search): index to
death notices in Australian newspapers, from the Sydney Gazette (1803) up to almost the
present; also includes many funeral notices, and some probate notices and obituaries.
 Death notices for all three adult children and spouses between 1957 and 1999.
Ancestry.com.au (subscription required): a submitted Ancestry tree gave information for
a daughter’s middle name being that of her grandmother.
I also enjoyed your tutorial about the ScotlandsPeople website on p. 42 and will bring this
to the attention of our Scots Group here in the Caloundra Family History Research
Society, Queensland, Australia.
Roz Kuss (no. 21219) and I visited King Street on 19th May 2017 and are still talking
about your wonderful facilities.  We were thrilled to find copies of our local FHS’s
Caloundra Clipper in the basement library.  The purple cover stood out on the shelf!

Sue Brownjohn, Editor of Caloundra Clipper
for Caloundra Family History Research Inc., Queensland, Australia
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Dear Editor,

Sources, References and Plagiarism
I am an early member of ANESFHS and have been a member of the Scottish Genealogy
Society since 1966, when its total membership was less than 100, and all members were
antiquarians or historians, solicitors, bank managers, chiefs of various clans and septs,
heralds including Lord Lyon, Sir Thomas Innes – and Britain’s “greatest” snob, Sir Iain
Moncrieff of that Ilk – a great cast of characters and eccentrics.
Those were indeed the days – a small group of like-minded individuals (mostly male),
dedicated to researching and preserving and promoting Scottish family history in all its
forms and guises. Primary sources and authenticated documents, and other similar
provenance materials being brought forth for the home as well as the global diaspora, were
always shared and welcomed by SGS’s members – and all before the computerised and
eventually the digitised age.
Plagiarism in all its forms – cutting, cropping and pasting – is more rife than ever, and
without any reference to true and rightful authorship and ownership of only family-held
and related genealogical material.  And generally without any “by kind courtesy and kind
permission of …”, either.  Other material takes the form of fully annotated and name-
attributed old family photographs and memorial and gravestone inscriptions recorded and
photographed decades ago, too.
gerraburnett@hotmail.co.uk Gerrard Burnett No. 363

Betting on James Allanach’s Parents
I read with increasing interest David Allanach’s article (Journal 143, pp. 15–17), “How
much would you bet on who James’s parents were?”  OK, I’m putting a few Australian
dollars on the table.
David was trying to identify the parents of his 2g-grandfather.  The only recorded birth of
a James Allanach in Strathdon parish (late 1700s) was to Duncan Allanach and Sophia
Glass, but circumstantial evidence made this unlikely to be the correct birth.  The names
Duncan and Sophia were not carried down to James’s children or grandchildren.  This,
combined with the fact that Strathdon’s records have significant gaps, raised the likelihood
that James’s birth was to another couple, but not recorded.
A year ago, I would have been betting against Duncan Allanach and Sophia Glass being
James’s parents.  But now, my money is on them.  Why?
Because I had my DNA tested. In my Family Finder matches on Family Tree DNA, there
at 28th on my list was an Allanach from Strathdon – and he had uploaded his family tree.
In it, I could find only one name we had in common – Glass.  This was further back than
the 2nd–4th cousin suggested by the length of our matching string; but none of the more
recent names matched at all, and of course the suggested relationship is only an average.
When I read David’s article, I rechecked the Allanach tree I match.  Sure enough, he is
also descended from James Allanach and Isabel Rennie, and had recorded Duncan and
Sophia on his tree as James’s parents.  And, if the only name common to us both is Glass,
then, unlikely as it may seem, it appears that Sophia Glass was James’s mother.
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The Sophia Glass who married Duncan Allanach had a brother Samuel, who had a large
family including daughters Sophia and Margaret.  One of these Glass girls married John
Kellas, born 1777.  We are not sure which – Alexander’s birth record shows his mother as
Sophia Glass, but his death record shows her as Margaret Glass.  The descent then goes:

Alexander Kellas 1806 / Ann Findlay
Harry Kellas 1839 / Jane Coutts.

My Strathdon connection ends there, as this couple left the area shortly after the birth of
their son James (my grandfather), who married a Lothians woman and migrated to
Australia with her and their children.
I am still intrigued as to why the family naming pattern was not followed.  Perhaps James
had an argument with his parents and became estranged?  It seems he moved in with the
John who had the tenancy of Dalrossach farm (maybe his uncle?), so perhaps he then
named his first-born John in thanks, and subsequently took over the farm tenancy.
Of course, there may be some more distant link that accounts for the DNA match, and it is
not a Glass match at all.  That seems unlikely, given the strength of the match.  I have
corresponded with David, and we agreed that the evidence was not definitive.  Is there
anybody out there with a connection to this Glass family who has had their DNA tested?
With DNA testing and relationship estimates, there seem to be various measures of
closeness: shared centimorgans, longest block and number of shared segments.  It is
suggested that you need a longest block of more than 7cm to be sure of a match – and my
match with an Allanach on Chromosome 20 is 22cm.  We also share a number of smaller
segments; but some or all of these could be false positives.
Unfortunately, while I have found relatives on other branches of my family listed on
FTDNA, this man is the only Strathdon connection I have identified.  So, I had nobody to
compare our shared DNA with to confirm the branch where the match originated.  Given
how small Strathdon is, I figured that the origin had to be one of my Strathdon families.
However, it does not have to be Glass.  My Strathdon/Towie families include Kellas,
Findlay, Glass, Grassick, Farquharson, Mulier, Watson, Stephen (Strathdon), Coutts,
Riach, Davidson, Glennie and Reid (Towie).  I could be connected to the Allanachs via
any of these families, via the mother of James Allanach or any other branch of his family.
But now, the plot thickens.  After comparing the Allanach DNA match for some time, I
gave up and went back to looking at my father’s mother’s family, who came from Ireland.
Dad’s cousin recently tested; she is my closest relative to test apart from my sister.  So, I
was matching her with various possible connections when I suddenly saw that she also had
a long section on Chromosome 20 which matched me.  So, I ran a comparison of her, me
and the Allanach sample – and they all match to some extent but not exactly.
I am not experienced or knowledgeable enough, but it now looks to me that I am not
related to the Allanachs via my mother’s Strathdon family as I thought, but instead we are
linked on my father’s Irish side.  How bizarre!  It seems extremely unlikely that our
families both lived in the small Upper Don community for generations but the DNA match
comes from somewhere else entirely.  That would really put paid to any theories about my
DNA having an impact on the puzzle about James’s parentage.
I guess it will only become clearer if other Strathdon relatives have their DNA tested.
jeanettedall@yahoo.com.au Jeanette Dall No. 12686
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QUERIES
Most of this issue’s Queries are from the “Brick Walls” section of the Members’ Forum on
the Society’s website, and incorporate answers suggested so far. To save space, we edit
Journal Queries using standard abbreviations.

145/1 AITKEN:  Roger Aitken was an Episcopal minister in Aberdeen from 1778 to 1813,
when he went to Lunenburg in Nova Scotia.  Where was he from? All the Roger
Aitkens in my ancestry lived in Colvend parish, Kirkcudbrightshire (1600–1750), so
I wonder if this one is also an ancestor.
niall@lochengair.co.uk Niall Scott No. 18402

145/2 CUMMING / WALKER:  My 3g-gps James Cumming and Margaret Walker had a
son Alexander, my 2g-gf, b. 28 Mar 1833 Aberdeen.  The bapt. record gives James as
“distiller”, Holburn Street; other records also say “brewer”.  James may have d. by
the 1841 census.  In 1851, Margaret, “relict of the deceased James Cumming, brewer
in Aberdeen”, m. Andrew McKAY.
I’d love to find out more about James Cumming, distiller/brewer.  Post Office
Directories have been tried.  Any suggestions?
jcarturi@yahoo.com Jean Cummings Arturi No. 21624

145/3 MACKIE / BUCHAN:  John Mackie m. Margaret Buchan, 1775.  Chn, all b. Alford
area: Elizabeth (b. 1776, m. GREGORY, d. 1860 Longside); Janet (1778–1854, d.
Tough); Margaret (b. 1781); Elspet (b. 1783, m. DICKSON, d. 1861 Skene); George
(b. 1783, m. Helen HUNTER, d. 1866 Tough); John (b. 1785). Would like to find
whereabouts of Margaret b. 1781 and brother John jnr.
41.jean@gmail.com Jean Williams No. 6183

Instructions for Queries
Queries are accepted from paid-up Society members free of charge.  Non-members
should donate £1.00 per query (or postage stamps).  Up to four queries per person will
be accepted per calendar year.  The parts of a multi-part query count as separate queries.
Each query will show the submitter’s name, e-mail address and membership number.
The query service is intended for ancestor research and not as a finding service for
recent or living relatives.  We will omit parts of a query which we consider too recent,
or which have no North-East Scottish content.
If you have asked the Society for research, you’ll receive an answer eventually.  Please
don’t duplicate requests by asking for research on the same question as a Journal query.
Please send Journal queries separately from other correspondence, with your name and
membership number on each request.  If you resubmit or update an old query, please
annotate it accordingly so that we don’t waste time typing and editing duplicates.
In each Journal, we include all the queries that are ready.  Queries received close to our
publication date will appear in the following Journal.
E-mail queries, with membership number, should be sent to: queries@anesfhs.org.uk
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145/4 DOUGALL / GRANT:  James Grant and Margaret ROBB had dau. Barbara b. 1754,
N Carolina, and sent home to Monymusk for education(?).  She returned to Virginia,
where in 1780 she m. Forrest Dougall (immigrant Scot, plantation owner, d. 1794).
In 1798, Barbara took her sole surviving dau. Euphemia (aged 8) and returned to
Monymusk, then later rented(?) Rosemount House, Skene Square, Aberdeen.  From
here, Euphemia was m. in 1817 to James JOHNSTON, a teller in the Aberdeen Bank.
In the 1841 census, Barbara was in Delab, Monymusk.  She d. 1844 and was buried
in St Nicholas Churchyard (no d./burial record found). I’m sure she was descended
from one of the Grants of Monymusk family, as her dau. Euphemia when an old lady
in 1875 referred to this in a recorded narrative of her childhood at Monymusk.
I wonder if anyone knows of Grants of Monymusk papers, historical records, family
trees etc. that would help me to establish this link. It was Barbara’s mother Margaret
Robb née STUART (sic) who had the connection, I believe.
turnerwjm@gmail.com William Turner No. 21686

145/5 ANDERSON / EDWARD: My 2g-gm, Isobel Edward, had an illegit. son Alexander
in 1844, bapt. 1845 in Botriphnie.  In Botriphnie Free Church Kirk Session, she
accused as the father one William Anderson, a man servant lately of St John, Forgue
parish.  He denied it, and as a member of the Established Church he could not be
called to answer the charge.  The McWILLIE diaries mention he was a stranger.
The minister of the Established Church of Botriphnie, William MASSON, had a man
servant called William Anderson, aged 25 or 35 in the 1841 census, b. Banffshire.  In
the 1855 Valuation Rolls, two Anderson families are listed in Forgue, both tenants on
farms of the estate of Bognie: William at Nether Rashieslack, and Peter at Gonder
Bognie.  Peter was also there in the 1851 Forgue census.
Can anyone help identify who was the accused William Anderson, and if he had
relatives in Forgue?  Also, does anyone know about St John in Forgue?  All I can
find is a St John’s Wells near Fyvie, Aberdeenshire.
Another possibility: the 1841 census of Cairney/Cairnie (variously Aberdeenshire/
Banffshire) has a William Anderson, aged 25, male servant to Alexander and Isabel
MAVERS, farmers aged 75, of South Whiteley.  Cairnie is to the west of Forgue.
rogerlizedwards@yahoo.co.uk Roger Edwards No. 19775

145/6 EDGAR / CARROL: My 2g-gf James Edgar (merchant seaman) m. Elspet Carrol,
Feb 1819 Aberdeen (witness Alexander Edgar, weaver, Aberdeen); chn Ann (1823)
and my gt-gf James (1828).  No b./d. found for James snr.  By the 1841 census,
Elspet was a widow in Aberdeen. The ANESFHS Members’ Forum has helped me
with various resources, but there are still many questions and loose ends.
Elspet d. 6 Aug 1860 and is in Spital Burying Ground.  Informant was son James jnr,
“Inmate”; husband James snr not mentioned on gravestone.  No luck with anything
on James in British Newspaper Archives. “Find my Past” has Merchant Seamen
records dating from about 1835.  Next to try: parish poor-law records (Aberdeen City
Archives).  Can anyone help with more info?
terry@gaitside.plus.com Terence Edgar No. 2919
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145/7 PATERSON / GLASHAN:  My gm, Jeannie Bates Paterson, was b. illegit. to Jeannie
Bruce Glashan and Charles Paterson, and had (we think) an older sister, my mother’s
Aunt Helen (b.c. 1906), who used to send a Scottish pound to South Africa when my
mother was a child. If anyone has any info on descendants of Jeannie Bruce Glashan
or Charles Paterson, we would love to get in touch!
marc.biebuyck@outlook.com Marc Biebuyck No. 21632

145/8 BRUCE / LUMSDEN / GRANT: Isobel, d/o William Bruce “the millar at Fisherie”
and Barbara Lumsden, was b. 2 May 1793, Gamrie, Banffshire, sister of George (my
2g-gf), William and Mary.  On 1 Feb 1823 in Aberdour parish, she m. James Grant
of Tyrie parish.  She d. 1847 aged 55, but I don’t know her burial place.
I would like to find some details of her life, i.e. places lived, children, place of d. etc.
Any info most appreciated.  My best guess is that Isobel and her husband emig., but I
can find no records here in the USA.
nancycrilly@att.net Nancy Bruce Crilly No. 11763

145/9 BRUCE / MILLAR: Henry, s/o William Bruce and Janet Millar, was b.c. 1819 Wick,
Caithness, and appears as their son (tinsmith, aged “20”) in the 1841 census of
Greyfriars, Midlothian.  A Henry Bruce, tinsmith, m. Elizabeth ADAMS, 30 Nov
1846 Dundee.  The 1851 Arbroath census lists Henry, age 30, tinsmith, Elizabeth,
spouse, 29, and three chn (Jane 8, Thomas 6, Johan 4).  Henry is “b. Aberdeen”; but I
suspect an error, as I have found no evidence for this.
The 1855–6 Valuation Roll for Arbroath shows Henry Bruce, tinsmith, occupying
two rooms at 292 Abbey Street. Were his wife and chn with him?  The 1861 Dundee
census lists Henry, age 43, married, tinsmith b. Wick, Caithness, a lodger at an
address that I cannot read.  No mention of Elizabeth or chn. Henry, of 55 Union
Street, Montrose, d. 9 Jan 1871, age 52, of cerebral haemorrhage.  He was “Married”,
but no wife’s name appears; the informant was a workmate. I have found no further
info on Elizabeth or the chn. Any help in tracking them down will be appreciated.
dkbruce@telus.net Douglas Bruce No. 4552

145/10 FINDLAY and SIM, taxidermy, Ballater: George Sim (1837–1915) of Gourdas,
Fyvie, was an accomplished naturalist and taxidermist.  He won a gold medal for his
work when it was exhibited in the Aberdeen Museum and Art Gallery in 1884; and it
featured again in 1885 at a meeting of the British Association.
He left Fyvie for Nigg in 1903, but he was in Ballater in 1904.  A credible family
memory says that some of his taxidermy work was sent to Balmoral. A taxidermist
called John Findlay was in Ballater, and he certainly did work for members of the
royal family.  He received a royal warrant in 1912.  Could it be that George carried
out taxidermy work for John Findlay, and his work went to Balmoral by that route?
I was told that an archive of John Findlay’s business did exist, possibly in the former
Kincardine and Deeside Tourist Board.  This might contain the link that would verify
the family tradition – but the trail has gone cold. I realise that this is a long shot – but
you may be the magician who has the magic wand to release the missing link.
ian5beaton69@waitrose.com Ian Beaton No. 8352
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145/11 JAMIESON / RITCHIE: Trying to demolish my long-standing brick wall of George
Jamieson (b.c. 1750) m. 1781 Margaret Ritchie in Bellie, Moray.  George’s Y-DNA
is in a project database waiting for a match. I recently received Y-DNA test results
for a descendant of John Jamieson m. 1796 Mary GRAY, Bellie – another line with
its own brick wall.  The two sets of results are close enough to state confidently that
the two brick walls are crumbling. More testing will prove the connection.
If you are a male descendant of any Jamieson from Moray, Banff, Aberdeenshire or
indeed anywhere else, please get in touch and please get a Y-DNA test done. Our
project, at Family Tree DNA, has 131 Jamieson members waiting to hear from you.
georgejamieson@btconnect.com George Jamieson No. 8140

145/12 LAING / MIDDLETON: My gt-gf Peter Laing (b. 1833 Fyvie, d. 1883 Aberdeen) m.
Isabella Middleton (b. 1848 Haddo, Methlick); chn George, William, Peter and my
grandmother Isabella Smith Laing.
After 1883, there is no record of my gt-gm.  By the 1891 census, the four chn had
moved to England. What happened to their mother? I have been told that Isabella
Smith Laing was raised by an aunt and uncle (postmaster) in Peterculter, but I can
find no info on her or her brothers, and I don’t know the relatives’ names. Any help
would be really appreciated.
katburnham@msn.com Kathy Burnham No. 21451

145/13 CAMERON / KENNEDY / GRANT: My 2g-gf Alexander Cameron m. Jane Kennedy
at Sorbie, Wigtownshire.  On his m. and d. certs, his parents are John Cameron,
schoolmaster at Lynn of Shenval (Glenlivet), and Elspet Grant.  In census records, he
was b. Inveravon, Banffshire – but I can find no b. record (b.c. 1854).
Siblings: Jessie b. 1848 Cromdale (Advie), John b. 1851 Inveravon, James b. 1856
Auchbreck, Ann b. 1857 Auchbreck, Barbara b. 1862 Glenlivet.  I’ve tried all sorts of
searches for Alexander’s birth, but no joy.  John Urie suggests searching the
microfilmed register frame by frame in case of an indexing error or omission.
al1mcd@btinternet.com Alison McDonald No. 21843

145/14 BLACK / YULE: Struggling to find what happened after 1910 to my gt-gf Alexander
Black, b. 6 Mar 1875, 10 Henry Street, Aberdeen.  A drapery salesman, he m. my gt-
gm at 16 Albert Street, Aberdeen on 11 Apr 1910, two months before the b. of my
grandfather, William.  She and the baby are on the 1911 census at 99 Claremont
Street with her father – but no sign of Alexander.
His parents d. at Union Grove: Alexander snr (1 Jun 1918) and Agnes Yule (21 Mar
1927) and are buried in Nellfield; dau. Charlotte E. Thomson was informant for both.
My gf’s m. cert. notes his father Alexander Black as a drapery warehouseman – not
deceased. My grandfather lived at home with his mother at the time, and my father
has no recollection of his grandfather ever being there or being talked about.
I have looked at members’ Ancestor Charts in King Street, have benefited from help
on the ANESFHS Members’ Forum, and have tried a few avenues with no outcome.
Can anyone help – perhaps he is in your family tree and you have found him?
juliafmcwilliam@gmail.com Julia McWilliam No. 20792
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145/15 MINTY / CAIRNTON: Seeking family connection to John Minty (b.c. 1773), m. 14
Nov 1797 in Edinburgh to Anne d/o Thomas Cairnton, “smith, by Haddington”.
John is listed as a Writer (therefore he was educated, and his family had “means”),
but I have checked several places for lawyers or apprentices and not found him.  John
joined the Aberdeen Fencibles as an ensign, rising to the rank of lieutenant.
In 1798, “Lieutenant John Minty and Ann Cairnton his spouse Tolbooth Church
parish a Son born the 31st August last, named Robert.  Witnesses Robert Cairnton
and ____ Hodgekenson both in Edinburgh.”  Lt John Minty then joined the Caithness
Legion.  This militia was transferred in 1799 to Ireland, where John stayed when the
unit was disbanded.  He d. 1843 in Dublin.  Other chn: Isabella (1805), George
(1811) and William (1815).
John’s eldest son Robert Horatio graduated from Woolwich in 1820 as an ensign and
joined the 8th Regt Foot.  A grandson of John’s is quoted as “being 4th-generation
military personnel”.  Was John’s father in the British military?  John joined Scottish
fencible units; was there a connection to a Minty family in Aberdeenshire?
mary24revell@gmail.com Mary Revell No. 21768

145/16 William MILNE: My 5g-gf William Milne’s B/M/D dates and places and wife’s
name are unknown, yet there is quite a bit of info on him. He is mentioned in
William Buxton Fraser’s History and Parish of the Burgh of Laurencekirk (1880):
It was during this depression among the labouring classes that two inscriptions were put
upon a house in the Back Settlements, now Gardenstone Street:

1814.  We thought of better times.
1816.  But worse came.

The house belonged to William Milne, who for a number of years had been grieve at
Johnston.  One of his peculiarities was a remarkable craving for homage from his
subordinates.  The more prudent of the servants’ wives who wished to stand well in his
opinion took care to impress upon their children, when they met the grieve, to “hae their
bonnets aneth their oxters, an’ ca’ ’im Maister Milne”.  And the lesson was carefully
observed, all the more because an occasional sixpence from the grieve’s bounty rewarded
the youth who excelled in the act of obeisance.  William removed from Johnston in 1814 to
the house which he entered “thinking of better times”.  Next year, after Waterloo was
fought, the disbanding of soldiers overran the country with men to compete with the
ordinary labourer, and cause a still greater dearth of employment; and in 1816, when the
“worse times came”, he left the village for Aberdeen, in which, after various resorts, he
took up the business of auctioneer.  His daughters, Rachel and Jean, were the wives
respectively of Peter Tawse and Thomas Dry.

I have info on those daus (Rachel was my 4g-gm); and I’ve found various mentions
of William in Aberdeen Journals (1809–12) being the overseer at Johnston. We also
have a letter he wrote on 13 Sep 1833 from Aberdeen to his gravely ill dau. Rachel,
whom he was unable to travel to see.  He also mentions other daus who d. as chn.
Might there be any relevant surviving Johnston farm records?  I am curious about
what kind of auctioneer he was in Aberdeen and the “various resorts” he undertook
before then.  Or does anyone know more info about William Milne and his family?
davidson.matthewjames@gmail.com Matthew Davidson No. 20107
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145/17 STRACHAN / REID: David Strachan snr had chn with Mary Reid (weaver b.c. 1826
Oldmeldrum, d. 1874 Aberdeen): David jnr (b.c. 1845) and Mary jnr (b.c. 1850),
both given the Strachan surname.  Father is not with them in the 1851 census; and I
can find no record of his d. or of marrying Mary. Maybe they were not churchgoers?
David snr was a weaver on those two chn’s death entries.
David jnr had ten chn by Elizabeth SMITH (no m.). Mary jnr m. Edward BRANNEN
in Dundee, and d. there. Mary snr married David SAUNDERS (a Dundonian), 1860
Aberdeen.  I thank contributors to the ANESFHS Members’ Forum for help. I’ll be
most grateful if anyone can point me in the right direction for info on David snr.
brian.strachan@btinternet.com Brian Strachan No. 19318

145/18 McDONALD / STABLES / GORMAN: Who was Isabella Troup McDonald’s father?
My gt-gm was b. 31 Jul 1903 illegit. to Margaret McDonald, flaxmill worker,
Sutherland’s Court, 126 Gallowgate, Aberdeen. “Belle” had 3–4 chn with George
Michie Stables (incl. my gm), then m. John Gorman and d. 21 Dec 1981 Aberdeen.
In the 1911 census, I believe Belle was boarding with a PHILLIP family in Skene
(Concraig Cottage House).  I’m inexperienced at researching, and am grateful for
suggestions given via the ANESFHS website’s Members’ Forum, including looking
online for the existence of millworks records.
j4mru@msn.com Jamie Mauchline No. 19071

145/19 WILSON / HARPER / TAYLOR: Seeking info on my 2g-gf Alexander John Wilson,
b.c. 1813 Halifax, Nova Scotia, m. Jane Taylor 11 Oct 1843 Inverurie, d. 7 May 1886
Glasgow.  My brick walls are:

   /a Alexander’s b. records, and when he returned to Scotland, and where he is buried
(apparently not Glasgow).

   /b His parents, James Wilson (dock builder, master) and Margaret Harper – they are
listed on Alexander’s d. cert., but I can’t find anything else about these two.

   /c Alexander Joseph Wilson: b. 5 Sep 1881 Glasgow, d. 9 Apr 1883 Glasgow, but may
be buried with/near grandparents Alexander and Jane.  His parents came to Australia
in 1887.
Glasgow & West FHS couldn’t find burial records for any of these, or info on James
and Margaret. I have trawled through passenger lists to all ports of USA and Canada
and can’t find anything in the HBC records available either, or in army/navy records.
I am in Australia and really need any help, because I’m so stuck.

  /d Also seeking bapt./d. records for Marjory, d/o John Taylor (spirit merchant/grocer, of
2 Park Street; d. 6 Jul 1857) and Jane WALKER (d. 26 Oct 1842).  She had their
memorial stone erected in St Machar Cathedral kirkyard, Aberdeen (BillionGraves).
I have bapt. records for Jane (my 2g-gm, b.c. 1823 Woodside), George (4 Apr 1825)
and John (5 Apr 1831), and the parents’ d. certs, but can’t find anything for Marjory.
In the 1841 census (Woodside), she was b.c. 1826 Aberdeenshire.  In 1851, she was
b.c. 1824 and lived at 215 Barrow Street.  On 27 Jul 1852 at Old Machar, she m.
James Joss (d. 22 Feb 1863). I know nothing about his family.
messagemarj@hotmail.com Marj Winter No. 21871
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145/20 MAIN / HUNTER: Seeking info on my gt-gf William, s/o William Main (both white-
fishers) and Jane WILSON (d.), m. 10 Dec 1880 (St Clement’s Church, Aberdeen) to
Catherine, d/o Robert Hunter (harbour pilot, d.) and Ann BAXTER.  William jnr was
living in 9 South Square, Footdee, and both spouses claimed to be aged 27.
William jnr was b. 11 Aug 1854 in Newhaven, Leith, and d. there 8 Feb 1926.  Of
interest is when he started to live in Footdee, and when he left, and anything else
about his life.  In the 1881 census, he and Catherine (and son William aged 2) lived
in Newhaven; and they were there in 1891 with six chn, of whom Robert (aged 5)
became my grandfather.  Searching on the Footdee address, I did find a few entries in
the local press about William jnr. Is there any literature specifically about the life of
the fishermen in Footdee?
His parents were m. 21 Oct 1848 in Nairn.  In the next censuses, a William and Jane
Main were at 38 King Street there (1851) and 41 King Street (1861) – but no son
William aged around 6 was present in 1861, and I am unsure of the Nairn connection.
I posted a version of this query on the ANESFHS website’s Members’ Forum, which
is moderated by Susan Freer (no. 17329).  She shared it on the Society’s Facebook
page, where it drew very helpful replies from David Shepherd, who let me know that
William jnr was a widower when claiming in 1880 to be a bachelor: m. 1876 in Leith
to Henrietta LISTON, who d. there 30 Dec 1878.  Can anyone else shed further light
on all William jnr’s moves?
robert@ostrycharz.free-online.co.uk Robert Ostrycharz No. 21497

145/21 I’m currently working on the history of Walter Hood’s shipyard, Footdee, Aberdeen,
and seeking copies of paintings of the following ships:
 Luna, a brig built in 1848 (187 tons), owned by the Aberdeen Commercial Lime

Co., Aberdeen.
 Assyrian, a ship built in 1854 (555 tons), owned by A. Nicol & Co., Aberdeen.
 Balgownie, a barque built in 1848 (379 tons), also owned by Nicol & Co.
I did a search on Aberdeen Art Gallery and Museums’ archive, and they do have
quite a lot of paintings of Aberdeen ships, but I can’t see anything for these three.
stanley.bruce@dnvgl.com Stanley Bruce No. 21759
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Would it be relevant to my family?
We had an order recently for Birse MIs (AA104, £2.40 + postage) – a small Aberdeenshire parish.
What else have we got on Birse? Middletons of Birse (AA527, £9.00 + p&p), a very detailed history
of one family – but FIFTY other surnames are also mentioned.  We have historic maps too.  If you
have ancestors in Birse, this could be part of your family’s history. There is also the 1696 Poll Tax for
Glentanar, Aboyne & Birse (AA337, £2.25 + p&p) – same area, same surnames.  Think laterally!
publications@anesfhs.org.uk Gay Murton No. 2127

Articles

North-East Scotland in Troubling Times
Sorting out stacks of papers cluttering my family-tree bookcase, I got sidetracked
(needless to say), rediscovering old interests. I’m sure you will recognise that process.
Two items resonate with today’s national concerns and beliefs.  Henry Graham’s The
Social Life of Scotland in the Eighteenth Century (1901) quotes from Fletcher of Saltoun,
recounting the disastrous effects of the Scottish weather in the early 1700s – starvation,
joblessness, people on the move without permission, vagabondism (in itself a criminal act)
and many turning to crime in order to survive. Graham rejects Fletcher’s statistics, as no
proper surveys had been done to support his claims – a bit like some of the discrepancies
we read and hear of in today’s media. However, one undisputed fact is quoted: “it was
into their [such vagabonds’] hands that the eminent grammarian, Thomas Ruddiman, fell
when trudging as a lad to Aberdeen University, and the poor student was despoiled of the
little savings for his ‘up-keep’ in the college and the hard-wrought clothes on his back”.
Graham also mentions James Macpherson, the infamous fiddler and leader of a band of
robbers from Moray and Banffshire, who allegedly composed and played the tune at his
hanging in 1700 to which Burns set the words “Sae rantingly, sae wantonly …”. Graham
adds: “Burns’ ode gives him an immortality he does not deserve”.  Time has proven him
wrong! It is also worth noting that the last criminal hanged in chains in Scotland was a
messenger at Elgin sentenced for robbing the post in 1773.
Yet, on the same page, Graham shows a very different picture of Scottish attitudes, as
those lean years were followed by improved weather, and people settled down and found
paid work, and “the law” kept most people in order. “There was a characteristic touch of
Scots’ kindliness and sympathy with poverty in the law of the time, exempting from the
category of thief, with its consequent penalty, a man who, in utmost necessity and with no
other means to supply it, took meat from another. No man could be charged with theft for
as much meat as he could carry on his back” (Fletcher, p. 2).
Today, we demonstrate some of that kindliness and sympathy with our expanding numbers
of food banks, record levels of donations to charities and a Scottish Parliament that has a
stated equality agenda. But times are still troubling for far too many.
References
Chalmers, George, The Life of Thomas Ruddiman (London, 1794), p. 6.
Fletcher, Andrew, Political Works (Glasgow, 1749), p. 100.
Graham, Henry Grey, The Social Life of Scotland in the Eighteenth Century (London: A&C Black, 1901),

Chapter 7, “The Poor of Scotland”, pp. 230–1.

betty.jomac@gmail.com Betty Jordan No. 18139

Articles
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Bruce Henderson Award
The late Bruce Henderson was an early, much-esteemed member and former Chairman of the
Society.  In his memory, the Society established the award which bears his name.  Members of
the Society are invited to submit original research relevant to the North-East.  Full details for
entrants may be obtained from me at the Society (e-mail address below).
The latest winner is Sandi Howie (no. 12851) for her work, Vets in Uniform 1841–1941:
Aberdeenshire’s Veterinary Surgeons in the Armed Forces.  Congratulations, Sandi – and our
thanks to everyone who submitted entries.
jean.shirer@anesfhs.org.uk Jean Shirer No. 0014

Fintry: 180 Years of a Rural North-East School, the Story and the Memories
When I published this book two years ago, I anticipated that the buyers would all be
from the small community of Fintry, near Turriff – but I have found many buyers with a
general interest in Scottish rural education. Some had ancestors who lived in the area,
while they themselves have moved away or abroad. The feedback I have received has
all been positive, and now only a few copies are left. If you would like to purchase,
please contact me soon.  The book costs £15 plus £2 UK p&p, or up to £5 p&p abroad.
In Journal 135 (May 2015), pp. 15–17, I described the research that went into writing
this book, and included a photograph of 1931–2 Seniors.
jmbyth1@btinternet.com Janet M Byth No. 2882

Hall Russell Employees Photographed, 1902
I bought this picture of 37 men on an Internet auction site from a man who said he had
found it in a box of stuff he had bought at auction.  At centre/bottom of the picture is a
steam engine, probably because the men shown all worked in Hall Russell’s Engine Shop
(formerly the Footdee Iron Works).
Across the middle, it reads: “HALL RUSSELL & Co. Ltd. ENGINEERS ABERDEEN”.  Below
the centrepiece: “Presented to Mr WILLIAM YOUNGER from the above Assistants AS A
TOKEN OF THEIR RESPECT.  June, 1902”. Presumably it was on Mr Younger’s retirement.
The photograph is by “E. M. Middleton, King Street, Aberdeen”.  According to Richard
Torrance’s Photographers in North-Eastern Scotland to 1914, this was Edward McIntosh
Middleton, whose premises were at 181 King Street.
The Aberdeen Post Office Directory (1902–3) has this entry:

Younger, Wm., foreman engineer (H. R. & Co., Lim.), home address No. 92 King Street.

I also found entries for these men, who may feature in the picture:
Drysdale, T., engineer (H. R. & Co., Ltd.), No. 4 View Terrace.
Ritchie, Thomas, foreman engineer (H. R. & Co., Ltd.), No. 54 Urquhart Road.
Robb, W. A., foreman turner (H. R. & Co., Ltd.), No. 2 Jasmine Terrace.

This may be of interest to some.  It’s a shame the men don’t have their names under their
photographs – but, if anyone thinks they may recognise anyone, I have sent ANESFHS
(for the website) a high-resolution photograph that can be zoomed in for a closer look.
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stanley.bruce@dnvgl.com Stanley Bruce No. 21759
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Banffshire’s Fallen Remembered: War Memorials Project
Portgordon; Findochty; Buckie and District
A Thomson family history for the Scottish national
“Homecoming 2009” was the seed sown for the War
Memorials Project. From this, the first Commemoration Folio
was produced: Chief Engineman Alexander Young Thomson,
DSM (1905–42).
Moray Desktop Publishing office in Buckie’s Town House is
where volunteers and clients assisted in the research and
publication of the books and folios. There were many
“eureka” moments along with great enthusiasm, great ideas
and support.
During 2010, we received a diskette of local cemetery
Commonwealth War Graves stones from a couple who had
recently completed a War Graves project.
LIBINDX became a most useful source in locating the headstones in the different
cemeteries – a fantastic local archive of Moray Council (and now of Ancestry.com).
We visited the six local cemeteries to photograph the given and new headstones of the
fallen. Specialist plans of each cemetery were drawn from Google and the headstones
located on the plans to within a couple of yards/metres.  Our cartographer volunteer then
computerised the results with Adobe Illustrator to form our unique cemetery plans for
visitors to easily find their loved ones.

Buckie New Cemetery required three
separate plans because of the large
number of headstones to fallen service
personnel: (1) Buckie & District War
Memorial; (2) Portgordon War Memorial;
(3) other Fallen not on the local War
Memorials.
Other cemeteries with plans were Bellie
Churchyard, St Ninian’s Churchyard,
Burnside Cemetery, Rathven Churchyard
and Hillhead Cemetery. Other local
cemeteries were also visited.

All of the above findings were cross-referenced onto each individual Fallen folio along
with other information as follows:
 we visited all the local churches to photograph the memorial panels within;
 we visited the local schools to photograph all the surviving Dux Boards;
 we visited the Masonic Lodges, Buckie Thistle Football Club etc. to photograph

memorial panels;
 we contacted external agencies, i.e. CWGC, SNWM, SMRG, NLS, CVWM, Naval

memorials etc. on the Internet.
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David Fowler (photo: Banffshire Advertiser)

There were many Fallen not on the local war memorials, and these are included in a
separate volume.
We received a donation of over 90 First World War photographs in an album. Relatives
and friends of the fallen have shared photographs of the fallen and their families along
with grave markers, headstones, letters, telegrams, newspaper cuttings, next-of-kin
memorial plaques and memorial scrolls, Service Award Certificates and respective medals
(ribbons to iron and replace), passports, Soldier Service and Pay Books, Royal Navy
Certificates of Service, RAF Service Records, Supplements to the London Gazette, In
Memoriam cards, birth and marriage certificates and much more.
Many, many personal items of remembrance – but, most of all, the relatives came and
gave us the opportunity to give these individuals their rightful place in history.
The Banffshire Advertiser (“Buckie Squeak”) became the chief source for news and In
Memoriam for all the books. Their massive archives are available on microfilm (with
photocopier attached, which saved a lot of pencil work!) in Buckie Library. They have
given endless support to the project over the years to provide the latest to their readers.
Therefore, Buckie Library became my temporary “home”, and I cannot give enough credit
to the staff for their kindness and support over the years.
We also thank the local groups
who brought the news of the
project to others after I gave talks
at various centres – most recently
Buckie Methodist Church on 13th

September 2017.
The project was completed in June
under the title of “Banffshire’s
Fallen Remembered”.  Relatives
and friends who contributed to the
project were invited to Buckie
Town House Hall on 31st August
2017 to view these unique and rare
volumes.  They are as follows:
Five books: Portgordon War Memorial; Findochty War Memorial; and Buckie & District
War Memorial in three volumes (First World War; Second World War; Other Memorials).
Ten individual commemoration folios (“Serjeant” is CWGC standard format):

Flying Officer James George Bruce, DFM (1918–43)
Serjeant George Kitchener Cormack (1914–44)
Private James Smith McKenzie, MM (1917–44)
Lance Serjeant Alexander Innes Sinclair (1916–44)
Pilot Officer George Smith (1917–43) (across two folios)
Gunner Herbert Smith (1919–40)
Private Vincent McHardy Smith (1909–44)
Serjeant George Stewart (1910–43)
Chief Engineman Alexander Young Thomson, DSM (1905–42).

dlfowler@btinternet.com David Fowler No. 19010
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Finding Helen
The original version of this article appeared in CFRHI’s Caloundra Clipper no. 98
(September 2017, pp. 18–21) and is reproduced here by kind permission of the
editor and the author.  It won the CFHRI’s Lorrie Barzdo Writers Award for 2017.

I found Helen in the large basement library of ANESFHS in King Street, Aberdeen, on
Friday 19th May 2017.  She had been waiting there, in her family tree, since December
1996.  She had submitted her tree to the Society all those years ago, and had only received
one other enquiry, while remaining a current member (no. 7363).
I had spent the morning upstairs looking through microfilms of Old Parochial Registers
(Church of Scotland), where all the pages can be viewed, containing more information
than appears in indexes.  The entry for my 2g-grandfather Robert Philip –

24th Decr. James Philp and Catharine Philp in Oldrain had a son baptised
named Robert.  Witnefses Alex Philp & Jas. Christie there

– was scribbled at the top of page 194, with the notation “See also page 79”.  The last
entry on page 193 was in November 1812, and the first entry on page 194 was dated
January 1813, so I am convinced his baptismal date should be 24th December 1812.  I also
checked the microfiche – and, as we know, the transcriber has the final say, so Robert
remains forever one year younger in the records.
I discovered that a separate list was created by the minister of the parish regarding the
scribbled additions at the tops and bottoms and in the margins of the pages, as follows:

List of Baptisms for 7 years viz betwixt 1811 and 1817 inclusive not registered
in their proper place on account of their parents not having given notice of them
in due time to the Clerk.  For the rest see page 66.

In my opinion, more an admonition than an explanation for his untidy book!  I proceeded
to look for Robert in the list. Alas, as can happen with microfilm, page 79 was omitted.
Down in the library, I discovered treasures that would require a long holiday in Aberdeen
to sift through, among which were the members’ indexed Record of Ancestors charts –
many thousands of them.  After my initial shock, I located the Index and looked for Philip.
98 trees.  Then I looked for Philp.  12 trees.  Total – 110 trees.  Where to start?!
Then I looked for Rayne/Old Rayne/Rain/Old Rain.  10 trees.  Happily, my search was
narrowing.  As I located each tree, I searched for my family names/dates/places.  Not easy
when the four generations preceding Robert were all named James, back to 1683.  On the
fifth tree, all alone in the library, I could have shouted “Bingo!”  There were James and
Catharine Philip, parents of my Robert (their youngest child) and his siblings Alexander,
Margaret, George, James and William (baptised the same day – were they twins?), and
Peter.  Who owned this tree?  Helen Taylor – née Philip.  I took note of all Helen’s details
in the hope they would still be relevant after 20 years.
That evening, my travel companion, super-sleuth Susan Brownjohn, “cyber-stalked” Helen
on Google!  First she came up with a telephone number.  It was “Guardian-protected”, so
there was no reply.  Then she found an e-mail address for a florist, and a Highland cattle-
breeder, both of the same name.  Within a minute of sending the e-mail, with a request to
contact by phone, the mobile rang!  It had to be Helen – the only person given the UK
number for Sue’s Australian mobile.  I could hardly contain my excitement.  She had sold
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the florist shop and the property where she bred the cattle; she now lived in Inverurie, near
where we would be staying at the Kintore Arms Hotel that weekend.  She hadn’t used that
e-mail for three years, and luckily she hadn’t cancelled it!  We agreed to meet at the hotel
on Saturday.  Helen took us to her lovely home, on a rise on the outskirts of the town,
overlooking the greenest landscape you can imagine. My remark on its beauty brought
Helen’s response: “This was all Philip land, and if James [our 3g-grandfather] had died
intestate, we might all own a part of it”.
Later, we went to Rayne Church and its graveyard, where we found the Philip headstones,
the original one dating back to the mid-1600s.  On the return trip, Helen pointed out the
farms connected to the family, as well as Keith Hall and Boynds Farm where births,
baptisms and marriages of family members were recorded, before returning us to the hotel,
saying she would spend the following day with us.
On the Sunday, after morning tea at Helen’s home, where she shared her research with me,
we all attended the 11:30am church service at Kirkton of Rayne.  We were introduced
during the service and received a very warm and friendly welcome.  With Helen’s Philip
family affiliation with the farms and local knowledge, my connection was easily explained
to the members – though sometimes not understood by Sue and me as they lapsed into the
local Doric dialogue. Following the service, photos of the headstones were taken, and the
new bell rang out over the surrounding quiet, green farmland, courtesy of the session clerk
and an elder.  I was also given a CD of hymns, celebrating the centenary of the church
organ.  Lovely people, these Scots.
At Fyvie, we lunched in the tearooms and toured the
castle before more local family-history sightseeing
on our way back to the hotel.  Sad goodbyes were
taken, and promises were made to remain in touch
with this wonderful, generous new relative of mine,
my “Fyvie-born” Scottish fourth cousin, all with the
hope Helen and I will meet again.  Finding Helen
was definitely a highlight of my family-history
holiday in Scotland.

Common ancestors: 3g-grandparents
James Philp m. 29 Dec 1792 Catharine Philip
(b. 11 May 1774, d. 8 Jul 1838) (b. June 1774, d. 28 Aug 1824)

Tree of Rosalyn Kuss Tree of Helen Taylor
Robert Philip m. Sibella McDonald brothers James Philip m. Elizabeth Walker
Alexander Phillip m. Minnie Alice Cooke cousins James Philip m. Margaret Marr
Alexander R Philip m. Florence S M Baker 2nd cousins George Walker Philip m. Jeannie M Innes
Florence Margaret Jeffery (née Philip) 3rd cousins James Innes Philip
Rosalyn Margaret Ann Kuss (née Jeffery) 4th cousins Helen Taylor (née Philip)

rozcaloundra@bigpond.com Roz Kuss No. 21219
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Memorial to both Bennetts in
Herald Square, New York

The James Gordon Bennetts
Researching a North-East family who emigrated to fame and fortune in America and
France
I set out on a project to establish the source of the expression of shock, “Gordon Bennett!”
It appears to come from the exploits of James Gordon Bennett junior, born in 1841 in New
York, and who died in 1918 at his French Riviera home. This led me to look at his father,
born in Banffshire around 1795, who emigrated to America in 1819, died in New York in
1872 and was in his day even more famous than the son – and equally abhorred by polite
society. The least known aspects, the least written about, and the hardest to be sure of,
have been the elder Bennett’s circumstances in Scotland, which seem to have spawned
contradictory versions. Daniel MacCannell, in Lost Banff and Buchan,1 has written that
“someone could and should develop a clearer picture of James Gordon Bennett’s life story
than the murky one his many biographers have contented themselves with hitherto”.
Why is it important to try to establish the early life of Bennett senior? Well, both men
became internationally known and influential – and, since both had personalities difficult
to pin down, one is tempted to seek some strands in family circumstances. So, before I
elaborate on these lacunae and how I have been seeking solid records, here, briefly, in the
order my interest led me, is how the two Bennetts made names for themselves.
Bennett jnr, I learned, following verbal then
physical attacks on his father, was taken away from
New York by his mother to live in Europe, mainly
in Paris, from the age of 10 to about 16, whence he
returned to forge a reputation as a very wealthy,
“gilded-age” international playboy and important
ocean-going yachtsman. Having made international
news as the winner of the first transatlantic race –
done for a three-way wager among friends – and as
a main mover in the first defences of the America’s
Cup, he was given charge of the New York Herald
and thought up other grand schemes to promote the
newspaper, such as financing the US explorer Henry
Morton Stanley with two years of blank cheques to
go and find Dr David Livingstone in darkest Africa.
To distinguish him from his father, the son became
known as (Mr) J. Gordon Bennett – hence the
expression.
However, what contributed more to his later fame (or infamy) was the legend of how, at
his engagement party at his future in-laws, he arrived so late and so drunk that he relieved
himself in front of family and guests into the front-room fireplace, which marked the end
of his engagement and led not only to a duel with his no-longer-to-be brother-in-law but
also to his own banishment from New York polite society. Thereafter, mainly in “exile”
in Paris and on his luxury yacht on the Riviera, he managed to run his newspapers by
transatlantic telegraph. He notably founded a new kind of daily newspaper in Paris in

1 Daniel MacCannell, Lost Banff and Buchan (Edinburgh: Birlinn, 2012), pp. 159–61.
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Road named after Bennett snr in Paris

Greenwood cemetery, New York:
memorial and burial site of Bennett snr

1887, the European edition of the New York Herald, later titled the International Herald
Tribune, now the International New York Times. Its most popular content was in the
society columns, including European watering holes and latest fashions, plus modern
sport, including tennis, golf and automobile racing, for which he gave valuable trophies.
Was Bennett jnr’s propensity for risk-taking and behavioural extravagance inherited from
his father, I wondered, or maybe from the lack of a father figure in his formative years?
James Gordon Bennett snr, born into apparently
humble circumstances, become one of the USA’s
richest men in the second half of his life, entirely
from his position as founder-owner-editor of the
New York Herald, recognised as the most innovative
and widely read daily in America during his years at
the helm (1835–68). One of his earliest backers was
Gyles Brandreth’s ancestor, a Dr Benjamin
Brandreth. The Herald ran the latter’s adverts for
laxative pills. The newspaper certainly had twice
the advertising revenue of its closest competitor
after its unrivalled reporting on the US Civil War.
But Bennett’s success came from knowing what readers could be made to take an interest
in, namely what constituted news – crime and punishment, stockmarket prices, and sport.
He also contributed steps forward in freedom of the press in reporting on court cases,
debates in Congress and goings-on in high society. He used the newest technology for fast
newsgathering (pilot boats to meet liners from Europe; Morse’s telegraph), and new sales

methods (street newsboys, rather than relying
solely on subscriptions).
As to what we can find about Bennett’s years in
Scotland, a few examples suffice to show that later
commentators have relied excessively on his
earliest biographer, Isaac C. Pray. In writing his
Memoirs of James Gordon Bennett and his Times
by A Journalist (1855),2 Pray was refused help by
his subject. To sketch in Bennett’s early years, he
claims to use (unreferenced) letters Bennett sent
back to the Herald from travels to Scotland. With
no familiarity with North-East Scotland, Pray
guesses at dates:

The father and mother of James Gordon Bennett had three other children, Margaret and
Annie, still living, and Cosmo, deceased. […] James Gordon Bennett was born at New Mill,
Keith, in Banffshire, about the year 1800, probably.

For insights on the early years, a very different source is The Chronicles of Keith (1880)
by the Rev. J. F. S. Gordon.  This book, available in the NLS and online,3 is a compilation
of documents and interviews relevant to the history and people of Keith.  One realises
immediately that this book contains material gathered from people closer in space and

2 New York: Stringer & Townsend, 222 Broadway, 1855; in the NLS and online at archive.org
3 https://archive.org/stream/bookchroniclesk00skingoog#page/n30/mode/2up



Page 42 Aberdeen & NE Scotland FHS November 2017

Memorial to Bennett snr’s parents in
Keith Old Churchyard (photograph by

Keith Mitchell of MBGRG)

time to Bennett’s youth and family. A birth date is implied in the Chronicles’ essay on
Bennett: “He died on Sunday, June 2, 1872, æt. 80”, suggesting around 1792. The
evidence given is from a person reporting what he had heard from Bennett’s teacher’s
son, who had spoken to Bennett in the last years of his life:

“His memory of events,” says an Informant, “seemed confused, but of matters connected
with his boyish days he talked quite readily. He told me some little incidents of his
connection with my father as his Teacher [Donald Cameron, Newmill], and with the Rev.
Wm. Reid, Priest at Kempcairn.”

A contemporary report of Bennett’s funeral reveals that the coffin nameplate gave the year
of birth as 1795, but not the full date.4 His family were all away from New York when he
died, and only his son and a cousin of the deceased (Mr James Reid) could attend. It gives
the date of death as 1st June 1872. More recently, a date of birth was given as 1st

September 1795 by Peter Petrie5 in History Today, the same as by Warren Franke in the
online Oxford National Dictionary of Biography (2004); but neither specifies their source,
and Franke asserts “Bennett’s parents’ names are unknown”,6 though see below.
The Chronicles offer the only evidence, but stronger than Pray, on the elder Bennett’s
father’s occupation: as a crofter:

Was Born in the Enzie, where his father was a poor small Crofter. While he was in infancy,
his father, with his family, removed to the Village of Newmill, in the Parish of Keith.
While resident there, his father died, and his mother and two sisters removed to Keith,
where his mother died some years after.

The book (p. 211) quotes the Keith “granite
headstone”: “Erected by James Gordon Bennett in
memory of his Father and Mother, James Bennett
who died 28th Feby. 1824 aged 83, Janet Reid,
who died 1834 aged 92.” However, the Moray
Library Index (NM011411) gives the death date
as 1854; this corresponds too to an obituary in the
Banff Journal and General Advertiser of 8th

August 1854, p. 3, under Deaths: “At her house,
Cuthel Street, Keith, on the 24th ultimo, Mrs
Bennett, aged 92 years”.7 (A person knowing
Keith tells me the spelling should be Cuthil
Street.) Since the talk, Keith Mitchell (no.
11314), after a visit with the Moray Burial
Ground Research Group, has provided a
photograph of the headstone clearly showing the
date of her death as 1854.
The Chronicles give specific details of schooling
and employment, but no dates:

4 “Mr Bennett’s funeral”, New York Times, 14 June 1872.
5 Peter Petrie, “James Gordon Bennett, 1795–1872”, History Today, vol. 22, 9 Sept 1972, pp. 669–71.
6 Warren T. Francke, “Bennett, James Gordon (1795–1872)”, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography

(Oxford University Press, 2004); online edn, Oct 2006, accessed 16 Feb 2014.
7 Consulted on microfilm in the National Library of Scotland on 17 November 2016.
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He received the elements of his education from Donald Cameron, an excellent Teacher in the
Village of Newmill. He was afterwards removed to the School at Keith, conducted by the
Rev. John Murdoch, where he got a substantial education, acquiring considerable
proficiency in Latin and Greek. […] On leaving School, at Keith, Bennett entered the
Establishment of Robert Stronach; Haberdasher, Keith, who became Bankrupt. Here he
remained some time, and is still remembered as having been slender of build, and about six
feet in height.

The teachers and employer named above appear in Bruce Bishop’s Banffshire: The People
and the Lands, part 1: Pre-1855 Death and Burial Records for the Parish of Keith (2009).
The key difference between the two accounts of Bennett’s early years is that Pray adds a
claim that has been accepted as gospel by practically every later biographer. Interestingly,
although it is clear the compiler of the Chronicles of Keith has read Pray’s book, he refers
nowhere to Bennett snr as a seminarist or to any religious training. Pray, however, writes:

he resided [in Aberdeen] for two or three years, attending a Catholic seminary there, where,
like his brother Cosmo, he was educated for the church.

Some later sources add the name of Blairs College (near Aberdeen) to pinpoint where he
studied for the Church – but, since the two main sources agree that Bennett emigrated in
1819, that cannot be the case, since Blairs was opened only in 1829. The seminary serving
the north of Scotland at the time was Aquhorthies, near Inverurie. Records of attendance
are available for this seminary in the Scottish Catholic Archives, now held in the Special
Collections of Aberdeen University Library. The archive “De Rebus Aquortisianis”,
section De Scholâ Aquortisianâ [CS/2/10], in Latin, includes handwritten records of names
of scholars, date of birth, date of entry, date of leaving, and type of studies undertaken.8

They clearly show that James’s brother Cosmo Bennett from “Banf[fshire]” was admitted
on 24th November 1812, aged 11 years, on the Ecclesiastical course, therefore to train for
the priesthood. He spent six years at the Scots College in Valladolid (Spain), came back in
ill-health to Aquhorthies and died of a lung disease in May 1825. There is no mention of a
James Gordon Bennett on either an ecclesiastical course or a lay course. But does lack of
evidence in two places prove anything? Does “the Rev. Wm. Reid, Priest at Kempcairn”
hold the key? The Scotland years are barely less sketchy!
Biographical studies, like genealogical trees, are always works in progress and conclusions
are always preliminary or subject to amendment, with conflicting accounts to reconcile
and gaps to fill – hopefully with new sources of information. I am not a genealogist – I
have picked the brains of people such as Janet and Bruce Bishop – and my unearthing of
sources of information owes a lot to specialists from the National Library of Scotland and
Aberdeen University, and others mentioned above, to all of whom I am very grateful.
geoff.hare@hotmail.com Geoff Hare No. 21515

8 Collection: GB 3380, Scottish Catholic Archives, Ref. no. SCA CS/2; Title: Aquhorthies; Date: 1795–
1844 (15 files; 8 vols; 0.365 m); Creator: The Catholic College of Aquhorthies.
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Journal Submissions
Submissions to the Journal are always welcome.  Please send text and images separately (not embedding
images in a document), e-mailed to journal@anesfhs.org.uk or queries@anesfhs.org.uk
Prospective articles and other items should have genealogical and North-East Scotland content.  Articles,
extracts or images may also be published on the Society’s website or may be re-used in subsequent
ANESFHS Journal editions. All submissions will be acknowledged by e-mail.
The next Journal will be published in February 2018.  The last date for submissions is 6th January 2018.

Format – Please type your article on a computer and send it as an e-mail attachment. Sorry, we no longer
accept handwritten submissions. Source/reference lists are fine, but we prefer no footnotes/endnotes.
Illustrations – For best reprographic results in the Journal, please send images at the highest possible
resolution. We have limited space, and the A5 size format means that the quality may be somewhat less
than you expect.  If you wish to send any originals, then please contact the Editor (not the Centre at King
Street).  If you require originals to be returned, then please state this clearly and include return postage.
Permissions and credits – We can only publish copyright material if due permission has been obtained
and is included. For copyright material, and for all photographs and other images, please always state the
source (publication, website, photographer and so on).
Length – Keep it reasonably short.  We have limited space, so long articles may be edited.  If you have a
really long tale to tell, then why not write it as two (or more) parts?
Computer details – Please use a format that can be read by a PC running Microsoft Word. Any font or
size of text is acceptable. If in doubt, send plain text.  If sending illustrations, any standard format is
acceptable – as long as these are in files separate from the text.
Advertisements – Electronic copy is preferred.  Note that the original size of the Journal is A4 before
photo-reduction to A5, and so a quarter-page advert should be prepared as 175mm (w) x 60mm (h).
The rates for advertisements, per Journal issue, are:
 £30.00 (black and white) or £45.00 (colour) per quarter-page (doubled for a half-page)
 £45.00 b/w or £60.00 colour for one third of a page (175 x 90mm)
 £90.00 b/w or £120.00 colour for a full page (175 x 270mm).

Writing to the Society
Please send all correspondence to The Family-History Research Centre (address on back cover).  To help
us be more efficient, please detail your requirements on separate sheets (with your name and membership
number) according to which service you wish to call upon or which office-bearer you wish to write to – or
use the appropriate e-mail address (see opposite page) to minimise delays.

Change of address
If you have access to the Internet, then PLEASE use the special form on our website to notify address or
e-mail address changes.  This form is processed automatically on receipt, ensuring fast service. If you
write to the Membership Department, please quote your membership number.

Publications Sales
We stock a wide range of titles with emphasis on Scottish genealogy.  Individuals who are prepared to place a
standing order for all Society publications qualify for a 33% discount. An up-to-date catalogue, Family and
Local History Publications for Sale, can be downloaded from our website.

For all information on publications and how to order, see www.anesfhs.org.uk, “Publications” tab.

Disclaimer
The Society cannot vouch for the accuracy of offers of services or goods that are advertised in the Journal, or be
responsible for the outcome of any contract that a reader may make with an advertiser.  Views expressed in
contributions are the author’s and not necessarily the Society’s. The Editor reserves the right to amend any
copy. The Society Library does not necessarily hold copies of books quoted or referenced in this Journal.



ANESFHS Family-History Centre closures, 2017–18
Closing at 4pm on Friday 22nd December 2017; reopening at 10am on Thursday 4th January 2018

Closed on local Monday holidays: 16th April, 7th May, 9th July and 24th September 2018

See website for further details
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