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GROUP FOCUS
Members may attend the meetings of any of the Society’s groups.
If travelling some distance to attend a particular talk, please check with
the FHSC website or the group leader in case of a last-minute change.

CONGLETON GROUP

In this edition
The Life of Captain Kerfoot Janion of Runcorn
A 1917 Bramhall Wedding   The Walls of Jericho

A Misleading Monumental Inscription   Probate Disputes
A Holiday to the Isle of Wight in 1906 and more...

The Congleton Group meets at
7.30pm on the third Tuesday of each
month in Congleton Library, Market
Square, Congleton, CW12 1ET.

Ample parking is available nearby,
and access to the Library is by the
lower entrance.

See page 68 for full details.

Future Congleton Group Meetings

19th Sep AGM, followed by Workshop – Resources Revisited
17th Oct Unearthing Cheshire's Quaker Community: a peek into the

archives of the local Society of Friends – Claire Moores
21st Nov Christmas in the Workhouse – Chris Makepeace
December NO MEETING

We hope to see you soon!
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by Rosie Rowley

As I write this, my two grandsons, aged five and six, are
staying for a few days - their first visit without their
parents. Both seem very interested in history; taking the
youngest into a shop to choose a book, he ignored all the
colourful children’s books and chose instead an adult book,
Castles of England. Visiting the National Trust’s Museum of
Childhood at Sudbury Hall in Derbyshire this afternoon, one
of the boys’ favourite exhibits was the ‘chimney’ in the
work gallery. Here, children were able to ‘experience life
as a child chimney sweep’ by climbing inside a fireplace,

crawling along a dark passageway and coming out through a second fireplace
in the same room. I suspect the message about how unpleasant life was for a
Victorian child chimney sweep hasn’t really sunk in!

But how do I encourage the boys’ enthusiasm for history? When and how
should I introduce them to family history? If anyone has any suggestions for
explaining family history to children, please write and let me know.

Speaking of writing to me, I am getting rather short of articles for the journal
and I’d like to encourage you all to write about your research, or one of your
ancestors, or whatever takes your fancy. Please see the last page for guidelines
on sending articles and photos. I look forward to hearing from you.

Editorial

** STOP PRESS **

Regrettably, the West Wirral group voted at its AGM to cease operating as
not enough members were willing to stand for election to the committee.

d
Tithe maps and accompanying apportionment documents for Wales are now
available online at https://places.library.wales/

d
Heritage Open Days: Wirral Archives Service is offering an introductory talk
and view behind the scenes on Thursday 7 September at 2pm and 3pm.
Booking essential - contact archives@wirral.gov.uk to make an appointment.
For events elsewhere in England see www.heritageopendays.org.uk

https://places.library.wales/
www.heritageopendays.org.uk
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Chairman’s Jottings

by David Smetham

I was recently at a memorial service celebrating a life
and I began to think about traditions and their influence
on our family history research.  It is easy to think that
our ancestors lived similar lives and held attitudes like
our own but their lives were often very different to ours.
Equality and freedoms that we have today may not be
ideal but we have so much more than our ancestors in
terms of quality of life, health and education.

Family history research enables us to find out the names
of our ancestors, and when and where they were born,

married and died; but apart from a few rare letters or diaries (if you are lucky
enough to have an ancestor who could read and write) there are no records to
help us understand how they felt or what they thought.  Some records help to
give us an idea of the hardship in our ancestors’ lives: poor law records,
criminal records and death or burial records to name a few. As family
historians, we research the historical environments that surrounded our
ancestors and we take pleasure in learning the social history associated with
the various generations of our ancestors.

Last month I gave a talk to a local organisation on starting your family history.
There was an observation from the audience that there is obviously so much
to learn about how to research your family history.  We never stop learning.

In October we hold our AGM, details of which will be found in this issue of
the CHESHIRE ANCESTOR. We plan to have a talk on the topic of Irish genealogical
research, which I am sure will be very interesting. I hope you will be able to
attend and share any ideas you may have for the future direction of our society.

We are still looking for a treasurer to take over from Victoria Doran, who has
ably fulfilled the responsibilities for the last 5 years and must now stand down
in accordance with our constitution. If you feel you can offer your services to
the society, please contact Victoria or me to find out about the role. The
treasurer is supported by a bookkeeping service.
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Research Centre News

Mobberley Research Centre
by Alan Jones

In the last issue I was trying to encourage you to make
more use of our well-stocked library, the contents of which
you can download from the society’s website. You do not
need to login to do this; just scroll down to FHSC Shortcuts
on the home page, then click on Mobberley Research Centre
> Research > Holdings.

The first file is the Cheshire Combined Index, which is a list
of all the books, documents, microfiche, etc held at
Mobberley for places in Cheshire, listed alphabetically by

place name.  There’s lots of fascinating stuff amongst the 3,100 listed items, and
just to whet your appetite I have selected a few random examples:

Audlem, History of a Cheshire Parish & its Five Townships.  (Latham•
1997)
Birkenhead Holy Trinity Baptisms 1840-1897•
Chester Schools, guide to school archives 1973•
Davenham St.Wilfred MIs•
Ellesmere Port and the Mersey - Cheshire Shipyards by Antony J.•
Barratt
Frodsham Auxiliary Military Hospital 1915-1919 - Arthur Smith•
Gawsworth and North Rode - A Time to Change, stories and local•
history - J.Lea

….and so on, to
Wybunbury St.Chad Burials 1807-1875•
Wychough 1663 Hearth Tax•

Look for yourself and you may well find additional material to add interest to
your account of your family’s history. 

Please do try to come for a visit - you will be made most welcome by our
knowledgable and friendly volunteers. If you are not able to visit Mobberley
in person we have a simple look-up service for members.  For details please
see the next page.

Information about our research centres can be found at the end of the journal.
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Crewe Family History Unit
by Margaret Spate

We are always pleased to see returning visitors but would like to encourage
others to make that first visit.
In addition to our usual Monday and Tuesday openings, we will be open
between 9.30am and 12.30pm on the following Saturday mornings:

Saturday 19th August
Saturday 9th September
Saturday 21st October
Saturday 25th November
No Saturday opening during December

Members’ Research Lookup Service
What does the service provide? We will search our research resources at
Mobberley for specific information about one named person. For example:
a search for a baptism or burial record or a search for a memorial inscription.
We will also check other indexes we hold.
We cannot undertake in-depth family history research. Members wanting
that sort of service should seek the services of a professional genealogist.
There is a charge of £5.00 per name for this service, which includes any
copying and postal charges. The charge is not refundable if we are unable
to provide the information.
We will respond as quickly as possible but please remember that the
Research Centre is staffed by volunteers who have other duties to perform.
Requests can be submitted:

Online at www.fhsc.org.uk•
Using the ‘Shop’ on our website (available soon).
Payment can be made by PayPal, or by credit/debit card (credit/debit card
payments will be processed by PayPal but you do not need a PayPal
account).
By post•
Please remember to include your membership number and contact details.
Payment should be by cheque payable to FHS of Cheshire. Cheques from
overseas members must be in sterling and drawn on a UK regulated bank.
Requests should be posted to:
Family History Society of Cheshire, Look up Service, Mobberley Family History
Research Centre, Rajar Building, Town Lane, Mobberley, Cheshire, WA16 7ER.

www.fhsc.org.uk
www.fhsc.org.uk
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The Annual General Meeting of the FHSC will be held at
3.00pm on Saturday 21st October 2017 at

The Main Hall (on the ground floor)
The Rajar Building, Town Lane, Mobberley, WA16 7ER

For a location map, public transport and parking information, please see
the Mobberley Family History Research Centre page (page 79).

The Research Centre will be open to members 11am - 1.30pm (no charge).
Members wishing to use a Research Centre computer should
pre-book by phoning the Research Centre on 01565 872210.

The Main Hall will open at 1.00pm.
Proceedings begin at 2.00pm with an illustrated talk by Brenda Hustler:

Researching Irish Ancestry
There will be a short comfort break between the talk and the AGM.

Note, the constitution requires that
An Annual General Meeting of the Society shall be held within five months of the end of its
financial year for the following purposes:

To receive a report from the Committee and a statement of Accounts from the Hon.•
Treasurer for the preceding financial year, together with the report of the Independent
Examiner or Auditor, and reports from each of the Groups of the Society.
To elect the Chairman, Hon. Secretary, Hon. Treasurer and other Society officials for the•
ensuing year.
To appoint an Independent Examiner or Auditor.•
To decide by simple majority upon any resolution which may be duly submitted to the•
meeting for consideration. No resolution, other than those relating to the adoption of
reports and accounts, shall be moved at the Annual General Meeting unless a notice in
writing, signed by the member who proposes to move it and stating its terms, has been
received by the Hon. Secretary at least forty-two days before the date appointed for the
holding of such Annual General Meeting.
The Chairman of the meeting shall, at his or her discretion, and with the consent of a•
majority of the members present and voting, have the power to admit resolutions of which
notice has not been given, if such resolution shall not involve any alterations of the
Constitution.  Such resolution shall be decided upon by a simple majority of members
present and voting.
At least twenty-eight days before the Annual General Meeting, a detailed notice of such•
meeting shall be sent, by circular or otherwise, to every member of the Society at his/her
last known address.

NOTICE OF THE FHSC ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING
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For Group meeting dates, see the Groups pages at the end of this issue.
For changes and up-to-date news check the website www.fhsc.org.uk

3rd Sept 2017 FHSC Executive Committee Meeting, Little Budworth
Village Hall, 2pm.

15th Oct 2017 Final copy date for CHESHIRE ANCESTOR, December issue.
21st Oct 2017 Annual General Meeting, Mobberley Research Centre, 3pm.
15th Jan 2018 Final copy date for CHESHIRE ANCESTOR, March issue.
21st Jan 2018 FHSC Executive Committee Meeting, Little Budworth

Village Hall, 2pm.
15th Apr 2018 Final copy date for CHESHIRE ANCESTOR, June issue.

Those members who do not have access to the Internet should contact their
local or affiliated Group for up-to-date information about meetings, etc.
Contact details for all Groups are inside the back cover.

Society Diary Dates

Why not ADVERTISE
your

Cheshire or Genealogy

BUSINESS
or

PRODUCT

in this space?

Just £14 per issue
or £50 for

four consecutive issues
(see last page for full details)

Have you any HOOLEY, HULLEY
or HOWLEY ancestors in your

family tree?  If so, they are probably
related to this family which goes

back to 1488.

The History & Hulley Families
of the One House Rainow

is an 86 page book of a family which
owned the same house (built c1166)

for over 420 years with Hooley,
Hulley and Howley surnames over

twelve generations.

Price £5 plus postage
Copies may be obtained by
completing the Order Form at

https://goo.gl/F5V8JX

https://goo.gl/F5V8JX
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Family History Events

For news of family history events, see the online calendar
http://geneva.weald.org.uk/

Notice: Open Weekend at St Mary’s Church, Nether Alderley
Please note that the open weekend at St Mary’s Church, Nether Alderley,
which is usually held annually in September, will not take place this year.

www.stmarysalderley.com/visitors/open-weekend

The Family History Show - London Event
10am to 4.30pm, Sunday 24th September 2017

Sandown Park Racecourse, Portsmouth Road, Esher, KT10 9AJ
Tickets £4.80 (buy one get one free on website)

http://thefamilyhistoryshow.com/london/

Family Historian Program Tutorial Day with Jackie Depelle
10am to 4pm, Friday 13th October 2017
Walton Hall, near Wakefield, WF2 6PW

Booking essential - cost £40
http://yourfairladies.ning.com/events/family-historian-tutorial-day-2

Border History Fair
10am - 3pm, Saturday 14th October 2017

Betley Village Hall, CW3 9BH
Speakers - Stands - Free Parking - Free Admission

Federation of Family History Societies: Beyond the Census Conference 2
10.30am - 4.30pm, Sat 30th September 2017

Wesley's Chapel and Leysian Mission, 49 City Road, London, EC1Y 1AU
Speakers include Dr Nick Barratt (FFHS President)

Open to all - booking essential (tickets £12 incl hot and cold drinks)
www.eventbrite.com/event/36143301588

Family History Fair
10am - 4pm, Saturday 9th September 2017

St Matthew’s Hall, Chapel Lane, Stretford, M32 9AJ

http://geneva.weald.org.uk/
http://thefamilyhistoryshow.com/london/
www.eventbrite.com/event/36143301588
www.stmarysalderley.com/visitors/open-weekend
http://yourfairladies.ning.com/events/family-historian-tutorial-day-2
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Cheshire Local History Association
Cheshire History Day: Literary Cheshire

9.45am - 4.30pm, Sat 4th November 2017 (doors open 9am)
Northwich Memorial Court, Northwich CW9 5QJ

Booking essential - Tickets £12 per person
To book tickets online, go to Eventbrite: www.eventbrite.com

To book tickets by post, download a form: www.cheshirehistory.org.uk
or ring for a booking form to be posted to you: 01244 972559

Send your booking form with cheque (payable to Cheshire Local History
Association) to Cheshire Record Office, Duke Street, Chester CH1 1RL.

Huddersfield & District Family and Local History Fair
10am to 4pm, Saturday 4th November 2017

Cathedral House, St Thomas' Road, Huddersfield, HD1 3LG
Admission £3.00 Accompanied children under 16 free.

Ample free parking at Cathedral House; cafe open all day.
www.hdfhs.org.uk

To Be Confirmed: Prestbury Area Great War Exhibition
10am to 5pm, Saturday 11th November 2017

Venue to be confirmed - Free Admission
Details will be added to the website when available

www.macclesfieldreflects.org.uk

Family History Society of Cheshire AGM
3pm, Saturday 21st October 2017

FHSC Research Center, Rajar Building, Mobberley WA16 7ER
Meeting starts at 2pm with a talk on Researching Irish Ancestry

Using Mind Mapping for Genealogical Problem Solving
10.30am - 1.00pm, Saturday 14th October 2017

The Society of Genealogists (SoG)
14 Charterhouse Buildings, Goswell Road, London EC1M 7BA
Booking essential - cost £20 (20% discount for SoG members)
This is just one of a huge number of courses run by the SoG.

www.sog.org.uk/books-courses/events-courses/

www.sog.org.uk/books-courses/events-courses/
www.eventbrite.com
www.cheshirehistory.org.uk
www.hdfhs.org.uk
www.macclesfieldreflects.org.uk
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Family History News

Ancestry

To see a list of all record sets included on the Ancestry website, go to
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/search/cardcatalog.aspx. Click on Sort by > Date
Updated to see the latest additions. Click on the name of a record set for more
information, and to search just that record set.

To find out what’s new at Ancestry, go to www.ancestry.co.uk/cs/whats-new or
www.ancestry.co.uk/cs/recent-collections

Selected Recent Additions and Updates

UK, Naturalisation Certificates and Declarations, 1870-1916•
This collection includes naturalisation certificates, declarations of British
nationality, and re-admissions to British nationality, as well as related
correspondence, for the years 1870–1916. (Extracted from TNA HO 334)
Ireland, Courts Martial Files, 1916-1922•
The Easter Rising of 1916 took place on Easter Monday, the 24th of April
1916. Martial Law was declared in on the 25th of April 1916 in an
attempt to maintain order; this was later extended to the whole country.
Individuals were arrested and tried under Martial Law if suspected of
being pro-independence and committing treason to the Crown.
UK, Chinese Maritime Customs Service Index, 1854-1950•
An index to Bristol University’s Chinese Maritime Customs project
(www.bristol.ac.uk/history/customs).
British Phone Books, 1880-1984•
British phone books published between 1880, the year after the public
telephone service was introduced to the UK, and 1984, from the historic
phone book collection held by BT Archives. The database currently
contains 1780 phone books with near full county coverage for England
and substantial records for Scotland, Ireland, and Wales.
England and Wales, Long-Term Workhouse Inmates, 1861•
Records and images from a volume listing every adult 'pauper' in each
workhouse in England and Wales in 1861, who had been resident there
for five or more years. When compared with the total of approximately
67,800 adult workhouse inmates (excluding vagrants), the percentage of
long-term inmates was just over 21%.

http://search.ancestry.co.uk/search/cardcatalog.aspx
www.ancestry.co.uk/cs/whats-new
www.ancestry.co.uk/cs/recent-collections
www.bristol.ac.uk/history/customs
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Find My Past (FMP)

To see a list of all record sets included on the FindMyPast website, go to
http://search.findmypast.co.uk/historical-records 
Click on the name of a record set for more information and to search just
that record set.

To see what’s new at FindMyPast, go to www.findmypast.co.uk/whats-new
Here you will also be able to access the latest FindMyPast tutorials, helping
you to get the most from their records.

Selected Recent Additions and Updates
Wiltshire Wills and Probate Index 1530-1881•
Explore more than 130,000 Wiltshire Wills and Probate records in this•
free index. Each record consists of a transcript that will reveal your
ancestor's occupation, if they left a will and when they left it. The
original Wiltshire wills are held at the Wiltshire and Swindon Archive
and may be viewed free of charge by visiting in person, or contact the
archive to purchase a copy.
Scotland, Post Office Directories•
The new additions cover Aberdeenshire, Ayrshire, Bute, Midlothian,
Forfarshire, Lanarkshire, Renfrewshire, Perth and Inverness-shire.
Newspaper Additions Include:•
Staffordshire Chronicle 1887-1892, 1894-1896
Nelson Leader 1929, 1931-1937, 1940-1949, 1951, 1953-1957
Northwich Guardian 1861-1896, 1898-1910
Wharfedale & Airedale Observer 1880, 1900-1901, 1906-1907
Wigan Observer and District Advertiser 1855-1877, 1879-1895, 1898-1910,
1912-1918
Eastern Evening News 1883-1884, 1886-1888, 1890-1896, 1898-1909
Fraserburgh Herald and Northern Counties' Advertiser 1893-1949, 1951-1957
Northern Constitution (Ireland) 1877-1887
Catholic Standard (Ireland) 1933-1949, 1951-1957
United States, WWI Draft Registration•
Starting in 1917, more than 24 million Americans (nearly 98% of the male
population under the age of 46) registered for the draft. This nationwide
collection represents roughly 25% of the entire U.S. male population and
includes detailed personal information about each individual. Each
record will provide you with a transcript and an image of the original
draft registration card. Transcripts will reveal your ancestor's birth date,
place of birth, residence, registration year and citizenship country.

http://search.findmypast.co.uk/historical-records
www.findmypast.co.uk/whats-new
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Bollington parish website
www.stoswaldbollington.org.uk/pages/familyHistory.html

Bollington (near Macclesfield) parish website now includes the following
indexed transcriptions, which can be accessed free of charge (donations are
welcomed):

Baptisms 1834-2006 complete (7,600 records)
Marriages 1838-1953 complete (plus incomplete to 1959 - 1,475 records)
Burials 1835-2017 complete (over 8,200 records)
Memorial inscriptions 1835-2017 complete (over 1,950 records)

The marriage search also finds fathers of bride and groom or witnesses to
the marriage.
The baptism search also finds parents.
The burial search also finds memorial inscription (if any).

Future burial and memorial inscription records will be added, but no further
baptism or marriage transcriptions are planned (due to privacy laws).

The Genealogist

To see a list of all record sets included on The Genealogist website, go to
www.thegenealogist.co.uk/coverage and click on the title of the record set to see
details of what is included. The Diamond symbol shows those record sets
which include data available exclusively to Diamond subscribers.

To find out what’s new, go to www.thegenealogist.co.uk/news/#latest

Recent Additions - Doctor & Dentist Records
The Medical Directory 1848•
The Medical Register 1861, 1873, 1875, 1891, 1903•
The Dentists Register 1888 and 1937•
The Royal College of Physicians List of Fellows 1908•
St Thomas's Hospital List of Old Students, June 1936•

Remember, if you don’t have a subscription to
Ancestry, Find My Past or The Genealogist you can
access their UK records at our Research Centres.

www.thegenealogist.co.uk/coverage
www.thegenealogist.co.uk/news/#latest
www.stoswaldbollington.org.uk/pages/familyHistory.html
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Jersey Heritage Online Archives
http://catalogue.jerseyheritage.org/

Many records for Jersey have been digitised, some in collaboration with
Ancestry where images can be seen.
Records relating to the German occupation of Jersey during WWII are
available on the Jersey Heritage website and images can be purchased at a
cost of £5 each, or an annual subscription may be obtained for unlimited
viewing at a cost of £35 per year, or £25 per year for members of Jersey
Heritage or the Channel Islands Family History Society.
Example: registration cards from the German Occupation of Jersey during
the Second World War include information and images of over 30,000
Islanders who lived in Jersey during the Occupation.

Derbyshire Record Office
http://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/leisure/record_office/visiting_us/default.asp

Opening hours have changed. The new opening hours are:
Monday: Closed
Tuesday to Friday: open between 9.30am and 5pm
Last Saturday of the month: open between 9.30am and 4pm
Closed Sundays and bank holidays.

Contact: record.office@derbyshire.gov.uk or tel: 01629 538347.

Find A Grave - App for Android Smartphones

Search more than 100 million gravestones and memorials from cemeteries
around the world. You can request headstone photos or upload your own
and share them for others to view. Find A Grave is free but registration is
needed to add or request photos, transcribe gravestones, etc.

If you don’t have an Android smartphone, use the Find A Grave website,
which will soon be optimised for portable devices: www.findagrave.com

Boots Digital Archive
http://archives.walgreensbootsalliance.com

A new digital archive for the Boots (Chemists) company is now online. It
currently holds about 20,000 items, with more to be added over the next few
years. Items viewable online include photos of stores, and photos of
employees on training courses and those who served in the two world wars.

http://catalogue.jerseyheritage.org/
http://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/leisure/record_office/visiting_us/default.asp
http://archives.walgreensbootsalliance.com
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Deceased Online
www.deceasedonline.com

Records for cemeteries managed by Cheshire East Council are in the process
of being added to the Deceased Online website. The records were held by
offices in Macclesfield and Crewe.

All records for Crewe's six cemeteries and one crematorium are now
available on Deceased Online. These are: 

Congleton Cemetery – 500 records from 2004 to 2015•
Coppenhall Cemetery - 10,400 records from 1861 to 2015•
Crewe Cemetery - 51,750 records from 1872 to 2016•
Nantwich Cemetery - 11,150 records from 1870 to 2015 *•
Sandbach Cemetery - 3,950 records from 1935 to 2015•
Weston Cemetery - 1,150 records from 1908 to 2015•
Crewe Crematorium - 52,100 records from 1954 to 2009•

The records comprise digital scans of all burial registers or cremation
indexes and grave details for each of the graves and their occupants.
* Note that there is an historic lack of accuracy in some of the original register
entries of older records in Nantwich cemetery.

The remaining records have been digitised and will be released later in the
year. These cemeteries are: 

Alderley Edge Cemetery – 4,000 records from 1906 to 2015•
Knutsford Cemetery – 7,200 records from 1902 to 2015•
Macclesfield Cemetery – 62,000 records from 1866 to 2015•
Meadowbrook Cemetery (Crewe) – 500 records from 2006 to 2015•
Wilmslow Cemetery – 6,600 records from 1907 to 2015•
Macclesfield Crematorium – 64,000 records from 1960 to 1997•

Other records in the region which are available on Deceased Online:
Bolton Council (Greater Manchester/Lancashire) •
Cheshire West and Chester •
East Staffordshire Borough Council •
Trafford Council (Greater Manchester/Lancashire) •
Lancashire (The National Archives removal of graves and tombstones•
records) 
Manchester and Lancashire FHS (memorial inscriptions) •

Simple searches are free, and records may be viewed on a pay-per-view
basis, or an annual subscription is available.

www.deceasedonline.com
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www.cheshirebmd.org.uk

The Register Offices in the county of Cheshire, England, hold the original
records of births, marriages and deaths, dating back to the start of civil
registration in 1837. Cheshire BMD has been in continuous operation since 15th
October 2000 as a result of members of the Family History Society of Cheshire
collaborating with the local Registration Services to create indexes to these
records and make them freely searchable on the Internet. We are proud to say
that Cheshire was the first county to do this!

Although the indexes are not yet complete for all years and districts, it is hoped
that the database will eventually cover all Cheshire births, marriages and
deaths from 1837 onwards.

The marriage index is particularly useful as it usually gives the name of the
church where the marriage took place, information which is not provided with
the national GRO index (available on FreeBMD, Ancestry, Find My Past, etc).

If you have unsuccessfully searched elsewhere for your ancestor’s birth.
marriage or death, try your local BMD index; created from the original records
by local genealogists, it should have fewer errors and omissions.

The Cheshire BMD project is always looking out for volunteer coordinators
and transcribers. Please contact admin@localbmd.org.uk if you can help. Other
areas of the country also have BMD websites and may need volunteers too.

See the Local BMD Project page to learn more: www.ukbmd.org.uk/localbmdproject

Somebody’s Cheshire Ancestors
UNSHADED LIGHTS: For not having a light in his dwelling-house properly
shaded, Arthur James BAND, Crewe Road, Alsager, was fined 10s. P.C. BELL
said at 8.30pm on the 23rd September the gas was burning in the kitchen of
defendant’s house and the blind was not drawn. Defendant said he had just
come in from church and had a bad attack of asthma, and was not able to
draw the blind. Frederick JEBB, Day Green, Hassall, was fined 15s for not
having the light of an acetylene lamp obscured on the 23rd September at
Alsager. P.C. BELL proved the case.
Macclesfield Advertiser, 19th October 1917

www.cheshirebmd.org.uk
www.ukbmd.org.uk/localbmdproject
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Family History Society of Cheshire

PROPOSED
FAMILY HISTORY COURSE

(subject to sufficient interest)

Starting in September 2017
at 2.00pm on Mondays

at the FHSC Family History Research Centre,
Rajar Building, Town Lane, Mobberley

Six-week course for beginners or as a refresher
Tutor: Jean Laidlaw

£5 per session
Includes use of the Research Centre Facilities:

Microfilms/Fiche - Reference Library
Free access to Ancestry - FindMyPast - The Genealogist

Topics to be covered will include:
Recording and managing your information - Wills

Civil Registration - Census Returns - Parish Registers
Nonconformist Records - Internet Research - Printed Sources

To register your interest, please email
Jean Laidlaw - macclesfield@fhsc.org.uk

Honorary Treasurer Wanted
Victoria Doran’s term as Honorary Treasurer ends at the 2017 AGM, and a
new volunteer is needed. Ideally we are looking for someone who could
shadow the Treasurer, ready to take over at the 2017 AGM.
The tasks are not onerous - just a few hours per month, plus attendance at
Executive Committee meetings - and can be very interesting.
Accountancy qualifications are not required!

Contact Victoria (see inside front cover) to find out more.
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by Jean Jones

This service enables members to share unwanted certificates that they have
purchased. Members can obtain a transcription of a certificate by sending your
name, membership number, and identifying the required certificate from the
published list: by email to lampreyjones@blueyonder.co.uk or by post (include a
stamped self-addressed envelope) to Jean Jones, 2 Lytham Rd., Ashton in
Makerfield, Wigan WN4 9RU.  Unwanted certificates should be sent to me at
the above address.
Please ensure you use the correct postage rate for the envelope size and weight.
If in doubt, please ask at your local Post Office.
Thank you for donating unwanted certificates to the FHSC.  Certificates will
be listed in the CHESHIRE ANCESTOR as soon as possible after receipt.
Certificate type: B= birth; M=marriage; D=death

Certificate Exchange

ADAMS Sarah M 1851 Oct 5 To John Brocklehurst. d/o Robert Adams. Prestbury
CHS.

BAKER John B 1841 May 18 To John & Mary formerly Sanders. Greenwich
KENT.

BORLEY Alison J. M 1984 Aug 4 To David S. Hunt. d/o David R Borley. Weaverham
CHS.

BROCKLE-
HURST John M 1851 Oct 5 To Sarah Adams. s/o Mathew Brocklehurst. Prestbury

CHS.

CHALMERS Mary J. M 1956 Dec 21 To John Gardner. d/o William Chalmers
dec. Chester CHS.

DAVIES Thomas
O. M 1916 Oct 18 To Elizabeth Evans. s/o no name given. Carmarthen

CMN.

DEAN Isaac M 1864 Apr 10 To Alice Eppleston. s/o Mark Dean. Altrincham
CHS.

EDWARDS John M 1842 May 17 To Mary Hindley. s/o Edward Edwards. Liverpool.
LANC.

ENTWISTLE Elizabeth
A.B. M 1891 Mar 29 To William Epplestone. d/o George

Entwistle.
Altrincham
CHS.

EPPLESTON Elizabeth M 1858 Jun 6 To Joseph Harley. d/o James Eppleston. Manchester
LAN

EPPLESTON Joseph M 1902 May 24 To Emily Priestner. s/o James Eppleston
dec.

Altrincham
CHS.
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EPPLESTON Alice M 1864 Apr 10 To Isaac Dean. d/o James Eppleston. Altrincham
CHS.

EPPLESTON George H M 1895 Apr 13 To Nellie Summerside. s/o George H.
Eppleston dec.

Altrincham
CHS.

EPPLESTONE William M 1891 Mar 29 To Elizabeth A.B. Entwistle. s/o James
Epplestone.

Altrincham
CHS.

EVANS Elizabeth M 1916 Oct 18 To Thomas O Davies. d/o Davies Evans. Carmarthen
CMN.

FORSTER William M 1883 May
13 To Sarah J Sherlock. s/o William Forster. Birkenhead

CHS

GARDNER Rachel D 1897 Jul 19 Age 44 yrs. Wife of Walter Gardner. Manchester
LAN

GARDNER John M 1956 Dec
21

To Mary J Chalmers. s/o Thomas Gardner
dec. Chester CHS.

GLOVER James B 1845 Oct 20 To John & Bridget formerly Chadwick. Liverpool.
LAN.

HARLEY Joseph M 1858 Jun 6 To Elizabeth Eppleston. s/o James Harley. ManchesterLAN

HINDLEY Mary M 1842 May
17 To John Edwards/ d/o Thomas Hindley. Liverpool.

LANC.

HINDLEY William M 1863 Apr 13 To Emma Roberts. s/o William Hindley
dec.

Gt. Boughton
CHS.

HUNT David S. M 1984 Aug 4 To Alison J. Borley. s/o Norman Hunt. Weaverham
CHS.

JOHNSON Frederick
G. B 1901 Jul 21 To John & Elizabeth J. formerly Haynes. Marylebone

LONDON.

PRIESTNER Emily M 1902 May
24

To Joseph Eppleston. d/o Joseph
Priestner dec.

Altrincham
CHS.

ROBERTS Emma M 1863 Apr 13 To William Hindley. d/o Edward Roberts. Gt. Boughton
CHS.

SHERLOCK Sarah J M 1883 May
13 To William Forster. d/o Joseph Sherlock. Birkenhead

CHS

STANLEY Mildred J D 1987 Dec 9 Born 1918, St Helens Lan. Formerly
Boddington. John G.H. Stanley. Widower. 

Budworth
CHS.

SUMMERSIDE Nellie M 1895 Apr 13 To George H. Eppleston. d/o William
Summerside dec.

Altrincham
CHS.

WILLIAMS Mary A. B 1889 Feb 12 To William & Ellen formerly Bray. Merthyr Tydfil
GLA.

WILLIAMS Mary A. B 1888 Dec 11 To James & Ruth formerly Phillips. Merthyr Tydfil
GLA.
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Book Reviews

by Lyn McCulloch

Newly published items are welcomed for review: they should be
on genealogical or Cheshire subjects. Please send to: Lyn
McCulloch, Barrymore, Marbury Road, Comberbach,
Northwich, CW9 6AU. After review, books are placed in the
library at Mobberley Research Centre for use by members.

If you wish to purchase a book (or any other items) from
Amazon, Ebay or many other retailers, please consider
first registering with the fundraising website Give As You
Live at www.giveasyoulive.com/join/fhsc-macclesfield. Clicking

through to your favourite online retailers via Give As You Live each time you
shop online generates a donation to the FHSC at no cost to you.

Open All Hours – Two Hundred Years of Shopping in Barnton
By Geoffrey & Susan Buchan

This excellent A4 paperback book traces the history of
Barnton’s Trade and Commerce between 1814 and 2016. It is
liberally illustrated with maps, photographs, drawings
and a painting. It is surprising to read just how many of
the residences of today were once shops. Farms are also
included, many of which have ceased to exist as
commercial enterprises; some are now housing estates.

Geoffrey and Susan have done a vast amount of research,
using censuses, trade directories, advertisements and
recollections of the older inhabitants. The result is a
fascinating read. There is an index of the names of

shopkeepers covering the last 200 years. I recognised the names of quite a few
people that I know. 

For anyone whose family has Barnton connections this book is indispensable.
Geoffrey and Susan have done a splendid job.

The book costs £12.95 and is available from:
Reverend Geoffrey Buchan, 12 Hough Lane, Barnton, Northwich, CW9 6AB. 
Email: gbuchan@tiscali.co.uk Tel: 01606 74512

www.giveasyoulive.com/join/fhsc-macclesfield
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Neston – Stone Age to Steam Age 
Edited by Susan Chambers

First published in 2014 by The Burton and Neston
History Society, this book, edited by Susan Chambers, is
a comprehensive history of Neston.

It covers the different periods in the history of Neston
from its time as a busy port connecting with Ireland to
the later years of coal production, and shows how the
silting of the River Dee affected the village.

The book is a mine of information about the families who
lived in the Neston area, and also covers many of the

buildings, such as farms, pubs and manor houses - plus a horse racecourse at
Windle Hill.

Susan has pulled together a series of very interesting articles and studies and
the result is a very readable history of Neston and the surrounding area. I really
enjoyed reading it and I certainly learned a lot from it.

First published 2014 by The Burton & Neston History Society
253pp. Paperback. ISBN: 978-0-9509145-3-4. Price: £14.95

This book can be purchased at Linghams bookshop, Heswall, Gordale Nursery,
My Gift Place in Neston and at the Lady Lever Art Gallery, Port Sunlight.

Christchurch, Willaston MIs CD
By the Bebington Group of the FHSC

This is a new CD produced by the Bebington Group of the FHSC, using data
originally collected in 1984 by the ladies of Willaston WI. Group members have
updated the data, checked and corrected it and even added a few names from
burial records of people not actually mentioned on the MI but known to be
buried in the grave (indicated by a # beside the name).

The MIs contain lots of Cheshire names and some less common ones. MARY
JANE DRIELSMA caught my eye. She died in 1887 aged 49 at Hawthornden
House, Hooton. The name is Dutch so I suspect she was perhaps a Governess
or even a visitor. I enjoyed browsing and I’m sure there will be treasure within
for some researchers.

Price £6 from Len Davenport, FHSC CD Sales (contact details inside front
cover).
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Letters to the Editor

Author’s Feedback

In March 2017 I was fortunate in
having two articles published in the
CHESHIRE ANCESTOR. They concerned
the HUXLEY family of Brindley in the
16th century and John TATEM, who
was drowned at Chester.  I finished
each piece with a request for more
information as in both cases I had
reached a brick wall.  I am pleased to
say that I have had responses from a
number of members and I would
particularly like to thank Malcolm
LAMB and Tony SANT for their
knowledgeable and helpful replies.
I’d also like to thank the Editor for
publishing the articles. 

Richard Scott
Member no. 9262
richardascott@waitrose.com

Cheshire Cheesemakers

I am writing in response to the article
about Cheshire cheese making by
Mike SILLITOE [CA June 2016 -
apologies for the delay in printing this
letter].  I found this article particularly
useful and informative.

My mother was a PICKERING, but it
was only quite recently that I
discovered from a PICKERING cousin
in South Africa that the PICKERINGs
were from Cheshire.  I have had a lot
of help with my Cheshire research.  I
was delighted to discover that my

ancestor John PICKERING (died 1688)
made Cheshire cheese.  He was a
yeoman farmer from Gorstage and in
his will dated 19 March 1688 there is
a reference to a cheese press.

His son Thomas PICKERING (also
my ancestor), a yeoman of
Weaverham, carried on the family
tradition of dairy farming. Attached to
his will, dated 18 September 1690, is
an inventory of £84 18s, including
dairy cows valued at £23 and
Cheshire cheese in the cheese
chamber worth £15.  His brothers
John, Samuel, Bernard, William and
Joseph are all listed as yeomen.

Thomas PICKERING’s son John
PICKERING (1688-1723) was a grocer.
His son Charles PICKERING (1712-
1761) appears to have gone up in the
world, as he is described as a
gentleman of Over.  His son Thomas
PICKERING (1745-1777) was the
diocese surgeon of Arclid.  Probably
because of his premature death at the
age of only 32, Thomas’ son (and my
ancestor) Samuel PICKERING (1767-
1823) moved to London, where he
worked for the GPO.

Subsequent PICKERING generations
were all born in London, including
my mother Eileen PICKERING (1913-
2000) who was born in Lambeth.

Roger Sutton
Member no. 9076
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RMS Transylvania

The picture of RMS Transylvania on
the front cover of the June issue of
CHESHIRE ANCESTOR caught my
attention along with the article by
Tony TIMMINS on his great-uncle
Joseph BENYON who went down
when the vessel was torpedoed in the
Gulf of Genoa on 5th May 1917.

My particular interest is in those with
a Mobberley connection who served
in the Great War*. Thirty-nine of the
fifty-one I have found are listed on the
war memorial. Two of these went
down with the RMS Transylvania in
1917. 

John Arthur BURGESS from Paddock
Hill in Mobberley was born in 1899,
the youngest of eight children, and
enlisted in 1915 claiming to be
nineteen. His military record survives
and notes that he is too young to go to
the front. But on 19th April 1917 he
was eventually posted with the 3rd
Cheshires sailing from Marseilles on
the 26th for Alexandria in Egypt
alongside Joseph BENYON.

Lieutenant-Colonel Richard Stanley
WORSLEY is not listed on the
Mobberley memorial but he was
living at Barnshaw Farm on Pepper
Street at the 1911 census while serving
as Adjutant to the East Lancashire
Territorial Division. He was born at
Harrington Hall in Spilsby,
Lincolnshire, the eldest son of Major
General Richard WORSLEY of the
Indian Army and went to Wellington
College and then Sandhurst before

joining the army in 1900. He fought in
South Africa from 1900 to 1902 and
after his spell in Lancashire was
posted to the Egyptian Army, serving
with the Expeditionary Force in
Gallipoli and then Darfur in Sudan.
He was mentioned in despatches five
times and awarded the Distinguished
Service Order. Of interest is his brief
First Class Cricket career. In the
season 1903-4 he played one match for
the Orange Free State in South Africa
while attached to the New Zealand
Expeditionary Force scoring twelve
runs in two innings. The organ at St
Mary’s Church in Somersby,
Lincolnshire is his memorial.

*I have researched the men from
Mobberley who served in the Great
War and produced a book, copies of
which are still available, price £5.
Please contact me for further details.

Alistair McLeod
Member no. 8805
alistairmacleod@uwclub.net
07831-812408
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Help Wanted

If you can help with any of these queries, please contact the enquirer direct.

If you are puzzling over a family history problem relating to Cheshire or elsewhere,
why not send it to the Editor and see if other members can help? Your name,
membership number and postal and/or email addresses will be printed so members can
contact you, unless you request otherwise.

Do you have any unwanted Cheshire photos or documents? Perhaps you are a keen
photographer and could take photos of gravestones in your local churchyard?
If you are able to help other members in some way, please write to the Editor.

HELP WANTED: COMPTON, Staffordshire, 1800s
- or, A Census Challenge for Lynn!

Lyn McCULLOCH wrote in the June 2017 CHESHIRE ANCESTOR about ancestors
“not being in the census” and said this was like a red rag to a bull to her. Well,
here’s a challenge for you, Lynn; nothing to do with Cheshire, I’m afraid (but
who knows?).

I have only three records for my great-grandfather James COMPTON being
on this planet. 

The first is a certificate for his marriage to Emma GREASLEY on 2 Jul 1876 at
St Modwen’s Church, Burton-on-Trent, Staffs. Emma was a spinster aged 21
and James declared himself to be a widower aged 28 and a labourer. His father
was named as James COMPTON, a carpenter. James and Emma both gave the
same accommodation address as High Street, Burton-upon-Trent. Witnesses
were Anne/Annie ARTHURS and Henry CLEMENTS (later investigated with
no luck).

James and Emma had one child, my grandmother, Hannah COMPTON, born
on 23 Sep 1876, baptised 31 Dec 1876 in Hanbury, Staffordshire: her birth was
just two months after her parent’s marriage. In 1881, Hannah is found as
Hannah COMPTON, aged 4 with her mother Emma COMPTON noted as a
widow, both living in Thringstone, Leicestershire with Emma’s mother
Hannah GREASLEY aged 60, also a widow. Emma has been tracked through
the later censuses with no problem; she married a second time to George
BREWIN.
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The third record is his death certificate. James died on 25 Dec 1880 in Hanbury,
Staffs. His age was given as being 33 and cause of death was pulmonary
phthisis for 2 years. The death was registered by a “cousin” Thomas DUNN,
carpenter, who was present at the death.

The marriage certificate and the death certificate indicate a birth year for James
about 1847/48 though the death age could have been calculated from the age
on marriage. Therefore, he should appear on 3 censuses: 1851, 1861 and 1871
when he would be about 4, 14 and 24 years old respectively. 

James cannot be found in any of the censuses and, believe me, I have tried all
sorts of spellings and variants of the name. I also seem to have “travelled” all
over England in my endeavours.  Every James COMPTON within a reasonable
age range has been tracked and killed off.  There is no unaccounted-for birth
registration either as I had to investigate every James COMPTON born about
1845-1850 who appeared on the 1881 census because if they were listed there,
then he was NOT “my” James who had died in 1880. 

In that James’ daughter was born and baptised in Hanbury, I searched for
James himself in the PRs and all I found was a possible baptism on 25 Apr 1847
of James (no surname), son of Mary SMITH and Joseph BOWCROFT, of
Draycott. James was noted as being illegitimate.  If this was “my” James, surely
he would be SMITH or BOWCROFT…or DUNN if taken in by that family?

The other clue I pursued was the purported cousin, Thomas DUNN, a
carpenter (like James’ father), who registered James’ death. I investigated the
whole DUNN family in that area but could find no connections with
COMPTON at all.

My research has been recorded on spreadsheets, numerous lists and separate
trees of possible connections. James COMPTON has been an on-going problem
for about twenty years!!  I dare you to give him a go!!!

Can you find a James COMPTON before 1880 who matches – and is not on
1881 or later census?

Suzie Woodward
(Proofreader for the Ancestor)
email: vestlaybanks@btinternet.com

Ed.: If you are really stuck, it’s worth trying the GB Surnames website for 1881 to see
where a surname is most likely to originate from (http://gbnames.publicprofiler.org).

http://gbnames.publicprofiler.org
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HELP WANTED: ROBERTS, Birkenhead, 1950s onwards

My grandfather John GREGORY was born to John and Eliza GREGORY (née
HUGHES) on 25th December 1878 at 15 Grange Road, Birkenhead.  He was
one of nine children, (himself, four brothers and four sisters).  He grew up in
Birkenhead and became firstly a bricklayer and then a union man. Due to an
amalgamation of two unions John found himself working ‘down south’ in
London but kept close ties with his family.

His birthday being Christmas Day meant that family could travel to London
over the festive break to celebrate with him.  This enabled me to meet my
mother’s cousins from Birkenhead in the 1950s, and it is their descendants that
I am trying to find today.

Of course, the four sisters changed their names after marriage: Sarah married
Alfie DAVIES, Eliza married John H LLOYD, Margaret wed William G
SQUIRES and Annie was married to John ROBERTS.  My mother often referred
to the SQUIRES and the LLOYDS (two boys and a sister, Olga) but I do not
remember meeting them.  However, the ROBERTS family were more familiar
to me.

Annie had one child, a son named John Henry ROBERTS and he married a
Yorkshire lass Margaret HODGSON.  (The name John is used throughout the
various branches of the family and I remember one year when there were about
five men called John at granddad’s house at the same time!)  So it was that this
John was always referred to as John Robbo, presumably an affectionate
reference to his surname.

John Henry ROBERTS is commemorated in the Old Town Hall Birkenhead
where he was both a long-serving councillor (1946-1974) and mayor of the
Borough 1964/5.  The story goes that he would phone the mayor of Romsey,
who was also his cousin John DAVIES (son of Sarah GREGORY).  The
conversation is purported to have gone something like: This is the mayor of
Birkenhead wishing to speak with the mayor of Romsey rather than Hallo John, this
is John!

John and Margaret had seven children, five boys and two girls, born between
1934 and 1949.  One of their sons, our Brian, would come down more often and
stayed at granddad’s so I can remember him best.  I believe my cousins Robert
and Anne BISHOP were evacuated to Birkenhead and stayed with the Roberts
family during the war for safety - presumably Liverpool Docks considered to
be out of the range of German bombs, unlike the London Docks!
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But where are all the families now?

My granddad died in 1960 at the age of eighty-one, and since then all his
children have died, so the connections have been lost.  I have been compiling
the GREGORY family tree for a number of years but the northern branches are
a bit bare.  I have more information which can help confirm our links if anyone
contacts me.  I would love to hear from any of the ROBERTS families, and the
SQUIRES and LLOYDS, too.

Sara Pearson (Mrs), Member no. 3638
2 Temple Gardens, Sittingbourne, Kent, ME10 4JX.

HELP WANTED: LEONARD, Macclesfield, 1940s

A member of the Macclesfield Reflects WWI group, Harry CARLISLE, has
researched and produced a book listing Macclesfield Casualties of the Second
World War. However, we are stumped by one name on the Park Green war
memorial, Norman LEONARD.

Two men named Norman LEONARD are listed on the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission website, one from Aberdeen and the other from
Gateshead. Neither of these seems to be correct.

We have found a Norman LEONARD on the 1939 register, living in
Macclesfield with his wife Nellie, but he appears to have survived the war.

From our experience of researching casualties from WWI, we are aware that
names were sometimes added to the war memorial even though officially they
may not have been a casualty of the war but died of illness; or perhaps they
lived in Macclesfield only briefly. Alternatively, perhaps the Norman
LEONARD we found was somehow added to the Macclesfield war memorial
by mistake?

If anyone can shed any light on this conundrum I would be delighted to hear
from them.

Rosie Rowley, Member no. 2119
macclesfieldreflects@gmail.com
21 Lavenham Close, Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK10 2TS
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HISTORY DAY

LITERARY CHESHIRE
NORTHWICH MEMORIAL COURT

CW9 5QJ
Saturday, 4th November 2017

9.45am – 4.30pm (doors open 9.00am)
Tickets £12 per person

To book tickets online, go to Eventbrite www.eventbrite.com, click ‘browse
events’ then type History Day 2017.
To book tickets by post, download a form from www.cheshirehistory.org.uk
or ring 01244 972559 for a booking form to be posted to you.
Send your booking form with cheque (payable to Cheshire Local History
Association) to Cheshire Record Office, Duke Street, Chester CH1 1RL.

www.cheshirehistory.org.uk
www.eventbrite.com
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Runcorn Weekly News, 20th October 1939

Runcorn captain - adrift in a minefield
An interesting story of a Runcorn captain’s life and thrills at sea is contained
in a manuscript left behind by Captain Kerfoot JANION, of Waterloo Road,
whose death was recorded in our last issue.

It was at the request of the Weekly News that the story was written many years
ago, but the captain was not anxious to see it in print.  It can be used when I am
deadwas how he put it, when handing over the manuscript to the custody of
Mr LINDOP, a son-in-law.

The old captain was a typical example of the bulldog breed.  For instance, he
records, I will always remember my first passage.  We were going with a strong
south-west wind, when passing the Mull of Galloway large sea broke over the port
side.  I was going along the starboard.  The sea was that large I thought I was
overboard and struck out to swim, but I soon got on my feet and was ordered below.

At that time he was a boy of twelve years.  He had been to school first at Dan
O’CONNOR’s in Alcock Street, a clever Irish schoolmaster.  Secondly at
Granville Street Wesleyan School under Mr BROOKES and Mr DANBY, and
then to Brunswick Street, as they had made old Brunswick Chapel into a day
school.

That first trip to sea was in the spring of 1865; it was his father’s ship, the
Eclipse, which was lying at Parker’s Wharf, Runcorn, and was the last
schooner then built.  The trip was to take salt to Londonderry.

My father, with whom I had sailed, was the stoutest man in Runcorn, weighing 21
stone 7 lbs.  In 1873 his health began to fail with rheumatism and other complaints.
Because of this, he resigned from the Eclipse and bought the Union, of Preston, a little
vessel of 60 tons burden.  He bought it for the slate trade from Caernarvonshire,
because he and I could manage to sail her.

The Life of Captain Kerfoot Janion
of Runcorn

by Percy Dunbavand
Member no. 3385

This is the life story of my distant ancestor, Kerfoot JANION of Runcorn and
some of his family, as told through local newspaper reports.
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Tragedy
We had had the ship only about three months when on the 29th September 1875, a
heavy gale came on from the south west.  The ship was lying laden on Garth Mud,
Bangor, bound to Douglas, Isle of Man, when she dragged both anchors and fouled
another ship.  It did our vessel much damage.  The rudder was torn away and all the
stern of the ship was damaged.

There was no damage to the other ship.  Next morning we were in the act of moving
our ship when my father was seized with a fit and before I could get medical assistance
he was dead.

I got the ship repaired at Bangor and when finished, sailed to the Isle of Man with a
young man my own age.  We came back to the Menai Straits and carried slates to
Liverpool Docks, to Runcorn, and even to Sankey Bridges, anywhere for an honest
living.  I made some good friends among the managers of the slate quarries, they
always tried to help me.

Round Scotland
Two years later I applied to Mr Samuel RAVENSCROFT, sailmaker, who was
managing a couple of vessels, and became master of the Mary Ann and the Thomas,
trading to Ireland and the Clyde.  There was not much trade in the summer of 1880,
but as the ship was in good order I took a cargo of salt for Wick in the north of
Scotland.  In going round there in those days one always had company, but the Mary
Ann was a slow sailing ship, other ships sailing in daytime could anchor in the
Highlands at night, but it took me all night to be up with them.  Sometimes in the
morning I might be a few miles ahead.  Anyhow, we got there and then down to the
Firth of Forth and loaded coal for Dover.  We worked our way home from Rye.  The
ship was never so far away from home, but she came home safe never to go so far again.

Then for nine years I sailed the Redtail of Runcorn, for which Mr T C COOPER was
manager.  The Redtail was built by BRUNDRITT and MASON, of Runcorn, was a
fast sailing vessel for her 160 tons.  I sailed her all-round the British Isles and France
for nine years.

Later, I applied to Mr James PRITCHARD for the schooner Gleaner, of Runcorn,
built at Carrickfergus, in Ireland.  It was while I was the master of the schooner that
I had my worst trouble.  In 1907 when going from Weston to the Firth of Forth,
darkness came on when we were along the west of Scotland.  A gale blew up and
having lost some canvas had difficulty in getting round Skerry’s Light.  A mile to the
east of the lighthouse is a rock and thinking we were more than a mile away, the ship
struck the rock heavy.  The next sea took the ship clear and we did not touch again.
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Son lost at sea
But the greatest mishap that ever came my way was on November 8th of the following
year, while on passage from Rye to Runcorn.  We were running with a heavy
southeast wind and flood tide.  Twenty miles north north-west of Lundy Island at
nine o’clock at night, I went below to have a smoke, leaving the mate and my youngest
son, Ernest James, on deck.  The mate was a Swede.  I heard him call Ernest and when
I went on deck, was told that my son had gone up to secure the upper topsail which
was coming loose.  While up there he fell overboard, the mate saying he struck the
ship.  We could do nothing.  The seas were mountains high.  He did not cry out, the
mate said, so my son was lost as was never found.  That was a heavy blow to his
mother and to me.  He would have been twenty-one within a few weeks.  I sailed the
Gleaner until 1916.  During the War I had a breakdown in health, but on recovering
became master of the Olwen, of Manchester, which was under time charter to carry
coal from Hull to Dieppe in France.  

Adrift in minefields
It was very dangerous to navigate sailing ships on the East Coast, for no lights were
allowed at night and the North Sea was full of explosive mines.  The Olwen was heavy
on ballast, but we got free ballast of flints for Hull and on one trip we were in a heavy
gale near Great Yarmouth.  At eight o’clock that night one squall struck the ship,
broke the foregaff, and carried away the lower topsail and a boom jib.  The 100 tons of
ballast was shifted on the starboard side, the deck was under water and the ship was
on her side and was out of command, as the rudder was nearly out of water.

We drifted about broadside until 8 o’clock next morning and could not get a sound as
to what water we were in. I called the crew and the two gunners aft and asked them
to do their best to get anchor and chain, they were very willing and when we let go
the starboard anchor and played 65 fathoms of cable, we got a nine inch hawser on
the chain and found the ship would ride it out.  Next, after getting a good meal, we
set to righten the ship.  It took six men five hours to get her upright.  They worked
hard and found three feet of water in the ship, we got her pumped out.  The sea had
washed in all the bulwarks on the starboard side.  The next thing was to get the other
sails replaced and to get ready to move towards the Humber.

Storm tossed craft
We were three days lying there out of sight of land and other traffic because we were
in the minefields and we never knew when we might strike a mine.  On the third day
at dinnertime we got our anchor and in the fine weather arrived eventually at Hull.
When she docked there were crowds of people looking at her, because she looked a
storm tossed craft.  She was put to rights with repairs and fitted out for sea and carried
on voyages until 1919, when she was sold to Newfoundland, but never arrived there,
the crew were rescued in mid-Atlantic by a steamer.
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The old captain’s record recounts that he was master of the Florence, and the
three-masted iron schooner Shoalfisher, the latter engaged in the Scottish
potato trade.

Short of coal
In 1920 I was approached by the owner and captain to take a vessel from Preston to
Mevigissey, Cornwall.  She had been lying at Preston for six weeks and the merchant
had been calling for his cargo.  The month was December.  We arrived in three days
and found there was not half a ton of coal in the whole port and the people were
starving for coal as the cargo ought to have been there a month before.

I was never shipwrecked, but I had many near escapes of being run down by steamers
and of being wrecked in thick weather.

Kerfoot JANION was born to Richard and Martha JANION at 10 Bridgewater
Street, Runcorn on the 17th September 1853, and as he mentions, he attended
the Wesleyan Methodist School as a boy. The school records note that on the
21st March 1868 he came thirteenth out of a class of twenty.  On the 17th April
of the same year the school records state An old boy, Kerfoot JANION, leaves for
sea.  A nice boy. Kerfoot also wrote of being at sea when he was only twelve
years of age, presumably during the school holidays.

Martha JANION, Kerfoot’s mother, was the daughter of Robert and Elizabeth
HOWARD, being born in 1828.  An older sister was Sarah, baptised at All Saints
Parish Church, Runcorn on the 31st January 1817, who married Thomas
DUNBABIN (DUNBAVAND) on the 6th November 1836.  They had five sons,
John in 1837, Thomas in 1839, twins Robert and William in 1842, who both died
young, and then another William in 1844, before Sarah herself died in 1845.

John DUNBAVAND was my great-grandfather.  His brother, Thomas, was a
well-known schooner captain who was made captain of the previously-
mentioned Redtail after she was built in 1868.  When he left her to join the newly
built Fox in 1883, Kerfoot JANION replaced him.  Thomas was drowned while
the vessel was lying at Southampton in January 1910, and on the 21st May of
that year John Richard JANION, son of Kerfoot, joined Fox as captain until she
was wrecked at Fishguard on the 12th January 1911.

Kerfoot wrote that his father, Richard JANION, died on the 30th September
1875; this seems to be a mistake as the Runcorn burial records state that he died
on the 27th September and was buried on the 30th at Runcorn, aged 48 years.
This date is also on his headstone.



CHESHIRE ANCESTOR September 201732

The Warrington Guardian, Saturday 25th July 1868

Launch of a Schooner at Runcorn
On Thursday afternoon, a splendidly built fine new schooner called Redtail
was launched from the shipbuilding yard of Messrs BLUNDELL and MASON
at Runcorn, in the presence and amidst the plaudits of several hundreds of
persons who had assembled to witness the interesting ceremony.

The vessel, which was fully rigged, was gaily decorated with flags and had
on board upwards of a hundred persons. The ceremony of naming the vessel
was gracefully performed by Mrs Thomas DUNBAVAND, the wife of the
captain appointed to command her.

The launching took place about two o’clock and was a great success.  The
vessel taking the water like a duck and floating gracefully on it with her living
cargo.  She was taken in tow by the steamer Secretary, and after a short cruise
on the river was safely docked at Old Quay.

Her dimensions are eighty feet keel.  Twenty and a half feet beam, eighty-
eight feet in length overall, nine feet three inches depth of hold and
ninety-one-thirty-two tonnage. On her stern she has what was once suggested
to be the Runcorn coat of arms, viz two cats tails gules on shield argent and the
crest a cats paw gules with drawn claws extended proper.

The vessel is the property of several tradesmen in the town and is expected
to leave the port of Runcorn in about a fortnight with a cargo of salt.
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Warrington Advertiser, Saturday 14th April 1883

Launch at Runcorn
On Saturday there was launched from the shipyard of Messrs John
BRUNDRIT & Co. of Runcorn, a three-masted schooner of fine outlines and
fitted up with the latest improvements.  The vessel has been built to the order
of Messrs Thomas COOPER & Co of Runcorn for the general coasting trade
and is classed 12 years A1 under special survey at Lloyds.

Measuring ninety feet six inches on the keel, twenty-two feet six inches in the
beam, depth of hold being ten feet three inches, and is expected to carry 220
tons.  The registered tonnage is ninety-nine.

Mr J S DAVIES, the manager of the works is the designer.  The vessel was
named Fox by Miss DUNBAVAND, the daughter of the Captain.  It is
expected to be ready for sea by Wednesday, when it was engaged to sail to
Aberdeen with a cargo of salt. 

Above:An 1872 painting of the Redtail, which was taken to Australia when that
side of the family emigrated in the early 1920s. A photo of the painting was
sent to me in the 1990s.

The Redtail departed from St Valery, France for England on the 13th June 1917
but went missing while on passage, all the crew being lost.
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by Chester Guttridge
Member no. 9193

George WILLIAMSON, my mother's grandfather, was born c.1810. In his two
surviving diaries, he recorded mainly business activities and dealings while he
was a publican and carter at the White Swan in Milton Street, Chester, and later
at the Red Lion at Bickerton.

George continued to record business activities in his 1854 diary, a hardback
edition of Mansfield's Commercial Diary, costing 2/6. Forty-seven of its 220
pages supply useful information such as interest rate tables, sun and moon rise
and set times, recent Acts of Parliament, Privy Councillors, Her Majesty's
Ministers, European Sovereigns, Ambassadors, Peers, Members of the House
of Commons, Bankers (Dixon & Wardell, British & N & S Wales and Williams
& Co. in Chester and, in Macclesfield, Brockenhurst & Co. and Manchester
Commercial Bank),  Inland Revenue stamp duty rates, (which included 1d for
receipts of £2 or over that had become law in October 1853), and more.

Following his troubles in Chester in autumn 1853, George and his  family
moved out of the city late that year or early in 1854. Their new location is
unknown but was probably in or near Bickerton where he had spent his youth
and where would be licensee of the Red Lion for the following six years. The
diary records many surprisingly long journeys of 10 miles or more to buy or
sell a horse or to cart goods. It was not a prosperous year for the family of four
children. George and his son Charles were reduced to carting manure. Between
21 February and 7 April they carted nearly 350 tons of it, more than half of
which was for T. E. WARD of Grindleybrook. George carted little else apart
from food for his animals. 

George again made fewer entries after mid-summer. As before, surnames are
capitalised and my comments are in italics.

Sat. 14 Jan.  paid to Charles £0 2 0   The first page of the diary is missing. Charles
(18 years old) was George and Rebecca's eldest son.
Wed. 18 Jan. black face took the bull  Her encounter on 8 October 1853 had
apparently been unsuccessful.

The Diaries of George Williamson
Part 5: January to March 1854
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Sat. 21 Jan. paid to Charles £0. 2. 0.
Thurs. 26 Jan. 3 Measures of chished Oats at 4/6  £0. 13. 6. of Mr MORGAN
The meaning of chished is unclear. It could mean chitted or crushed. Comments are
invited. 
Sat. 28 Jan. paid to Charles £0. 2. 0.
Thurs. 2 Feb. paid to Mr FROST for 20 score of bran at 1/4 per score £1. 6. 8
The meaning of score in this context is unclear, but may refer to units of 20 lbs. 
Sat. 4 Feb. paid for turnips Mr P. DALTON for 2t ?h at ? per hundret £ 2. 2. 6.
paid to Charles £0. 2. 6.  The weight and price per 'hundret' are unclear.
Mon. 6 Feb.we put the horses in Williams stable  This entry has been written by
a different hand and the date has been overwritten to read Tues. 5 Feb. 1855. The
following entries revert to normal.
Tues. 7 Feb. Paid to Mr MORGAN for 8 Measures of Oats at 4s £1. 12. 0.  3 Do
(ditto) of beans at 6/10 £1. 0. 6  £2. 12. 6.
Sat. 11 Feb. paid to Charles £0. 3. 0.
Sun. 12 Feb. George was christened.  My maternal grandfather, George
WILLIAMSON, at St John the Baptist Church, Chester. His birth was recorded on 14
December 1853.
Mon. 13 Feb. Sold A brown mare to go to Liverpool for £18. 0. 0. Sold a brown
mare to Mr EDWARDS of Tallon green bought A brown horse of Mr
EDWARDS for £27. 10. 0.  My Uncle John bought for £10. 0. 0. A black colt £18.
0. 0. Tallon Green is near to Sarn where George's wife, Rebecca, was born and Charles
would later live.
Sat. 18 Feb. paid Charles £0. 2. 0.  paid for his boots £0. 0. 10.  Presumably for
their repair.
Mon. 20 Feb. bought A Chesnut (sic) filly at Huntington for £15. 0. 0.
Tues. 21 Feb. 20 tons of Manure for J E WARD Esq  ...back park  (unreadable)
Wed. 22 Feb. 16 tons of Manure for Edward JONES of Frankton  Near Oswestry,
some 16 miles from Bickerton.
Thurs. 23 Feb. bought a brown Mare of Mr SHONE of Larton for £34. 10. 0.
Sold the same to go to Liverpool £38. 10. 0.   18 ton of manure for J E WARD
Larton is near West Kirby in the Wirral.
Sat. 25 Feb. paid Charles £0. 2. 0.
Wed. 1 March. 19 ton of Manure for Mr WALLY to Baddsley  Bought A bay
mare of Mr JAMES of Didderton for £37. 0. 0.   Bought a brown mare of Mr
DICKENS of Didderton for £26. 0. 0.  I got £3. 0. 0. oat Oswesty fare
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Fri. 3 March. 17 ton 5 hun of Manure for John COWEN  £0. 14. 4½.  The price is
scored through indicating payment received.
Sat. 4 March. 19 ton 10 hundret of manure for J E WARD of Grindley Brook
£0. 16. 3. (scored through) paid Charles £0. 2. 0.
Mon. 6 March. Received apon (sic) account of Mr DAVIES £3. 12. 0. Davies was
Rebecca's maiden name.
Wed. 8 March. paid to MR ELLISON for 21 Measures of beans at 8/3 per
Measure £8. 13. 3. Sold Mr EDWARDS brown horse to MR BADEN in
Watergate Street £12. 0. 0.  21 ton 5 hundret for J E WARD to Grindleybrook
Presumably manure.
Thurs. 9 March. 15 ton 10 hundret of Manure for J E WARD to Grindleybrook
Fri. 10 March. 18 ton 10 hundret of Manure for Edward JONES Frankton.
paid Mr BROADBENT for 1 ton 17 hundret of turnips at 18d  per ton £1. 14. 0
The calculation makes no sense to me.
Sat. 11 March. paid Charles £0. 2. 0. for his waistcoat £0. 4. 0.
Wed 15 March. 17 ton of Manure for J E WARD to Grindleybrook
Sat. 18 March. 19 ton 5 hundret of Manure for Mr JONES to Bunbury  paid
Charles £0. 2. 0. for his shoes £0. 10. 0.
Tues. 21 March. 19 ton 15 hundret for J E WARD to Grindleybrook. Presumably
yet more manure.
Wed. 22 March. paid Mr MORGAN for 8 Measures of Oats at 4/3 £1. 14. 0.  8
Measures of Oats at 4/4½  £1. 15. 0.
Thurs. 23 March. The items recorded on 23 February, namely the purchase of a brown
mare, its resale and the manure for T E WARD were apparently first entered on this
March date and subsequently crossed out.
Sold Gilbert to Mr BOSCOW of Bochdale for £28. 10.  Presumably a horse.
Fri. 24 March. 19 ton 10 hundret of Manure for J E WARD to Grindleybrook
Sat. 25 March. paid Charles £0. 2. 0.
Mon. 27. March. 17ton 5 hundret of Manure for John BOWEN Welshampton
Tues. 28. March. 33 ton 15 hundret of Manure for J E WARD to Grindleybrook.
Fri. 31 March. John turned his colts into the bowling green field  19 ton of
Manure for E Beckett to Norbury   John was George's uncle. There are several
references to his colts in the diaries, suggesting that he raised them.  Bowling green
field was in Milton Street, Chester, opposite the bowling green. 
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by John Yates
Member no. 7142

jyatesmacc@aol.com

I first became interested in my family history around 2006 when my brother-
in-law casually mentioned that the family had some connection with Langley.
I was still busy in full-time work and it was only a few months later, whilst
speeding round Macclesfield’s indoor market one Saturday morning, that I
spotted a copy of A History of Methodism in Langley by Thelma Whiston lying
on a shelf in front of the second-hand book stall. I picked it up and casually
opened it. I couldn’t believe my eyes – the page was full of mentions of David
YATES and his family, and the connection with Langley Hall in the very early
1800s!  I was hooked.

In my naivety, my first trip was to Langley to find some graves in the
churchyard; only to find there was no church in Langley at that time. Next stop,
some time later, was Macclesfield library to look for memorial inscriptions
(MIs). I quickly found the FHSC Macclesfield group transcriptions for Christ
Church, Macclesfield. Lo and behold, it included the following entry. Eureka!

A Misleading Memorial Inscription

454.
Hltbo DAVID YATES Snr of Manchester / but late of Langley
Hall / wdtl July 18th 1812 a79y / MARGERY the wife of
DAVID YATES of Langley Hall / wdtl July 24th 1814 aged
(??) years. EDWARD the son of DAVID & DOROTHY YATES dtl
January 14th (?) 1805 a17y. / MARGERY the daughter of
DAVID & DOROTHY YATES dtl September 8th 180(?) a6m.

On to Christ Church itself then, only to find I was ten years too late. My
headstone had been smashed up and buried to make way for a new car park.
Local Authority vandalism. I later found this had been compounded by the
Council losing their statutory transcription.

The next stop was a Google search for “David Yates Manchester” and again I
came up trumps, finding an article published in 1994 in the Manchester
Genealogist by Ethel Runyon, entitled David Yates’ Family. This was a quite
remarkably comprehensive and detailed family history compiled by this
amazing American lady prior to the Internet age. I have found a very few
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minor mistakes and indeed have still not found the original sources of some of
the detailed information covering the family descendents in the UK, USA and
Australia. I understand she had made several trips to Manchester and used the
resources of the Manchester and Lancashire FHS resource centre in Manchester.
Unfortunately all her original research is deposited in an archive in Salt Lake
City – perhaps one day I’ll have the chance to see it.

David YATES Snr was born illegitimately in Eccles in 1833 and became such a
successful smallware manufacturer in Manchester that he could afford to retire
to Macclesfield. In 1806 he purchased, at auction, Braddocks Farm (the site of
much of Bottoms Reservoir) and in 1807 purchased Langley Hall from Charles
CLOWES, for around £15000 in total (at least £1m in today’s terms!)

However, Ethel had not uncovered the burials of David YATES Snr and his
wife Margery. So I returned to Macclesfield library and began to look at the
burial films to check the MI details. All seemed well with David YATES Snr
apart from the name misspelt as “YEATES” in the register. 

However, the only burial register entry I could find for Margery YATES was
May 9 1813 aged 80, completely different from the MI!

Burials 1812 - July 23  David Yeates                                      Langley Sutton 79
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Ethel asserted that Margery had died in April 1813 and on obtaining a copy of
her will this was confirmed. So where had the MI date of July 24 1814 come
from?

Carrying on through the register I found:

This was Dorothy, the wife of David YATES Junior!  So someone had mixed
up the wives death dates!

Next on the MI was Edward, and the burial register entry revealed two more
errors - he was only aged 7 and died in 1803. This was confirmed by his baptism
entry at St James in Manchester in 1796, just prior to the extended family
moving to the Macclesfield area.

Finally there was Margery. The only likely entry in the death register was this
one on 28 Aug 1803 for Mary, daughter of David and Deborah YATES of
Sutton, age 5. There was no corresponding birth register entry and neither were
there any other mentions of a Deborah YATES.

So - yet more mistakes. Which raised the question of who commissioned the
memorial in the first place? Luckily I had started at the beginning of the birth
register film and there found the register of burial plot purchases! Very unusual
in my experience [Ed.: the burial plot purchase register is transcribed on the Christ
Church CD produced by the Macclesfield Group of the FHSC].

Mr D Yates Plot 13 W      8 feet x 5 feet      purchased Jun 27th 1800   £2 2s
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This raised my suspicions even further. I wondered why the plot had been
purchased on 27 June 1800. So I went rigorously through the birth register and
found four more relevant YATES burials, starting with infant Joseph on 27 July
1800, one month after the burial plot was purchased, which made sense.

The following table details all the relevant burial register entries:

It is perhaps understandable that the infant Joseph and a stillborn child are not
mentioned on the memorial. However, it is very remarkable that David Jnr is
not mentioned; also, his second wife Sally (née GREENWOOD) died at Langley
Hall in March 1821 but is not buried at Christ Church. They had only married
four years earlier. So far I have not located her burial.

So my original find of the FHSC graveyard transcription contains at least eight
substantive errors for just four people. Whilst one or two may be transcription
errors, undoubtedly most of them were instigated by the memorial
commissioner. How could this have happened?

It seems likely that the memorial was raised by one of David and Dorothy’s
children at some much later date and that inheritance money and David
Junior’s second wife Sally are at the root of the mystery. There is evidence of a
Chancery Dispute in July 1825 regarding Sally YATES’s estate. David Jnr’s will
stated that all the properties were to be sold off and the monies raised
distributed equally amongst his 10 surviving children (out of 16) from his first
wife Dorothy. His daughter Susannah emigrated to Illinois in the USA in 1848
and writes in letters to her daughter that she has subsequently had to return to
England several times to secure her inheritance. Death Duty register entries
also continue until at least 1841.

Burial date Age Comment Location

Joseph Yates 27 Jul 1800 Inf Son of David & Dorothy Sutton

Stillborn Yates 19 Mar 1802 0 Baby of David Langley

Edward Yates 16 Jan 1803 7 Son of David & Dorothy Sutton

Mary Yates 28 Aug 1803 5m Daughter of David &
Deborah Sutton

David Yeates 23 Jul 1812 79 Langley Sutton

Margery Yates 9 May 1813 80 Macclesfield

Dorothy Yates 28 July 1814 50 Sutton

David Yates 7 April 1827 66 Manchester
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However, the biggest mystery of all is how an illegitimate David YATES Snr
could become a very successful, well educated and respected business man in
Manchester, before retiring to Langley as a multimillionaire. But that’s another
story - or rather, a large brick wall at the moment!

Sources:
1988/89 Christ Church Macclesfield Graveyard Transcription Project. FHSC
Macclesfield Group.[Note: Macclesfield Borough Council uncovered a further 96
gravestones after this was published; these MIs are included on the CD below]
2009 Christ Church Macclesfield Indexes and Records CD. FHSC Macclesfield
Group. [available for purchase from the Macclesfield Group, price £10]
Christ Church, Macclesfield Burial Register.
1800 26 Nov David Yates Will
1811 13 June David Yates Senior First Codicil to Will
1811 22 July David Yates Senior Second Codicil to Will
1825 30 July Manchester Guardian Chancery Decree re estate of Sally Yates,
wife of David Yates
1826 16 Dec David Yates Junior Will 
1792-1848 Abstract of The Title of Langley Properties - Braddocks Farm. United
Utilities
3 July 1994 The Manchester Genealogist v.30. David Yates family by Ethel Dale
Runyon
2003 A History of Methodism in Langley. Thelma Whiston
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by Roy Hodgkinson
Member no. 5091

Brick walls are a frequent topic in the Journal. They can be the source of much
frustration and aggravation with protracted searching, often to no avail.  But
sometimes they can be breached by accident or a chance remark. This is the
story of the fortuitous solution to my own brick wall.

My great-grandfather, Amos FARR, was born in South Cheshire in 1846 and
initially earned his living as a miner in the adjacent North Staffordshire
coalfield. He eventually worked as a contractor sinking shafts for ironstone and
coal mines. My late mother once told me that he had retired at the age of 46 as
the owner of a coal mine, known as The Drum and Monkey, which was situated
somewhere in the Brownhills area in the vicinity of Tunstall, which is the most
northerly of writer Arnold BENNETT’s Five Towns. At that time, many years
ago, I was not active in family history research and therefore did not pursue
the matter, and so just stored it in my memory bank. This was before the days
of computers! 

Great-grandfather Amos was adamant that his three sons were not going to be
miners, and he was sufficiently wealthy to be able to set them up in their own
businesses in the town. One of these was my beloved grandfather who died in
1934 when I was eleven. 

In the course of our family history research, my daughter and I confirmed from
census returns and trade directories that my mother’s information about Amos
was correct. However, we spent many fruitless hours carrying out extensive
searches to try to discover the location of the mine, poring over old maps, and
searching the archives of the North Staffordshire coalfield. Even the retired
miners who gathered in Hanley Reference Library to run the group which
surveyed the archives of the local collieries were unable to come up with any
information.

My daughter surmised that the mine might have taken the name of an adjacent
local public house. Although this is a not uncommon pub name, a search of the
Slaters Trade directories for the district proved to be another blind alley. 

The Walls of Jericho
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Then by sheer chance – eureka!  One day, I was standing in the queue at the
checkout at the local supermarket talking to an old friend. He had once been
the manager of a brick factory in the Brownhills area, which produced the
classic Staffordshire Blue Engineering brick. This type of strong and durable
brick had merited praise by Thomas Telford in his autobiography in relation
to the many millions of them which he had used to line the Harecastle canal
tunnel. After loudly expressing our annoyance at the hold-up at the checkout,
my mate and I were discussing the technicalities of the operation of the
brickworks. He told me that they had obtained the process water for the clay
by pumping it from an old mineshaft which was covered by an iron grating -
and the workers on the brickyard knew this shaft as The Drum and Monkey.
Sure enough, an Ordnance Survey map showed an old mine-shaft in the middle
of the brickyard. 

So my brick wall was breached, not by Joshua’s trumpets, but, incongruously
enough, by the former manager of a brick factory,  Joe SAINSBURY. Quad erat
faciendum, as it used to say in geometry textbooks.

by Rosie Rowley
Editor

The following report of a wedding was printed on page 8 of the Macclesfield
Advertiser on 7th September 1917. In contrast to today’s weddings, the groom’s
mother wore black, and the list of wedding gifts, which were given individually
to either the bride or the groom, included three toast racks!

An interesting local wedding was solemnised at the Bramhall Wesleyan Church
on Wednesday by the minister, the Rev Robert WATKINS, assisted by the Rev
T D ANDERSON. The contracting parties were Mr George THOMPSON, the
only son of Mr and Mrs Wm THOMPSON, Lealholme, Bramhall, and Miss
Margaret Adeline (Daisy) HIGGINS, only daughter of Mr and Mrs W W
HIGGINS, of Ashdene, Bramhall.

The church was well filled with relatives and friends of both families, who are
old residents in Bramhall, and much local interest was taken in the ceremony.
The bride had been for some time a nurse at the Bramhall and Cheadle Hulme
Auxiliary Military Hospital, and the presence of about fifteen of the wounded
soldiers was at once a mark of regard for the bride, and also imparted an added

A 1917 Bramhall Wedding
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To Bride:
Bridegroom, gold slave bracelet.
Mr and Mrs HIGGINS (father and
mother), bedding, etc.
Mr and Mrs John HIGGINS (Bowdon),
cheque.
Mr and Mrs BLORE (St Annes), cheque.
Captain Roy BLORE and Mr Donald
BLORE, fish knives and forks.
Mr and Mrs A W BLORE (Lytham),
cheque.
Gunner W S HIGGINS (brother), cheque.
Private Ronnie HIGGINS and Mr Jack

HIGGINS (brothers), fish carvers.
Mr and Mrs Charley HIGGINS, silver tea
spoons.
The Misses HIGGINS (Bowdon), silver
tea spoons.
Mr and Mrs W F HIGGINS, toast rack.
Mr and Mrs Sidney HIGGINS, cut glass
fruit stand.
Mrs BERRIE, two pictures.
Mr Jack BERRIE, bag.
Mr and Mrs BOOTH, tea knives.
Mr and Mrs STOCKDALE, Eubank (sic)
carpet sweeper.

interest to the ceremony. At the entrance to the church they lined each side of
the footpath for the bridal party to pass through.

The bride was gowned in a dress of ivory crepe de chine, richly trimmed with
a pearl sequinned lace, and touches of silver. Her veil, lent for the occasion,
was caught back with sprays of orange blossom, she carried a sheaf of Harrisii
lilies, and wore a gold slave bangle, the gift of the bridegroom. There were two
bridesmaids, Miss Alice THOMPSON and Miss Jean DRYDALE, of
Withington, whose dresses were of blush pink crepe de chine, trimmed with
Chinese blue velvet and silver. Their hats were black hatters' plush, and they
carried shower bouquets of pink carnations and asparagus fern. Mrs W
HIGGINS, the mother of the bride, wore a gown of smoke grey bengaline and
ninon. She wore a black hat, and carried a bouquet of red roses. Mrs W
THOMPSON, the mother of the bridegroom, was attired in black silk, with
black hat, trimmed with black and white ostrich plumes. Her bouquet was of
deep pink carnations.

The bride was given away by her father, and Mr Neil McCHLERY was best
man. Mr E C K WALTER, an old friend of the bride's father, presided at the
organ and played the wedding marches. Among those present in church…
were Miss THOMPSON, Mr Jack HIGGINS, Mr and Mrs John HIGGINS and
the Misses HIGGINS (Bowdon), Mrs Willie HIGGINS, Mrs BLORE and Mr
Donald BLORE (St Annes), Mr and Mrs W BLORE (Lytham), Mr and Mrs
DUGDALE, Mrs HANCOCK, Mrs STOCKDALE, Miss HEYWOOD, Mr E C K
WALTER, Miss WOOD, the Rev and Mrs T D ANDERSON, Miss McCHLERY,
and Miss H McCHLERY.

After the ceremony a reception was held at Mrs STEVEN's rooms at Bramhall.

The following is a list of the presents: -



CHESHIRE ANCESTOR September 201745

Mr and Mrs DUGDALE, barometer.
Miss DUMVILLE, silver photo frame.
Misses Jean and Kitty DUGDALE, salad
bowl.
Mr E C K WALTERS, rustless knives.
Mr and Mrs BARNES, flour bin, spice
boxes, mincer, cake tins, two linen
carving clothes, hot water case.
Miss Lottie LATHAM, china milk jug.
Mr and Mrs SIBSON, clock.
Master Donald SIBSON, china dog.
Mr and Mrs BULL, oak coal box.
Mrs and Misses WOOD, silver mustard
pots.
Miss M ADKINSON, picture.
Mrs HANCOCK, pewter vases.
Mrs and Miss NEWBOLT, Devonshire
ware, tea, sugar and cream set.
Mrs COWLEY (Buxton), rustless knives.
Mrs JOHNSON and Miss Marjorie
JOHNSON (Scotland), tea knives.
Mrs STRETCH, crochet mats.
The Misses STRETCH, afternoon tea
cloth.
Miss ASTINGTON, silver vase.
Miss FARNELL, silver frame.
Miss PETTIGREW, nightdress case.
Mrs SHARD, table centre.
Mrs NORRIS, sardine dish.
Miss LIGAT, Duchesse set.
Mr and Mrs Hugh TOWERS, china bowl.
Mrs TEATHER and Mrs ARROWSMITH,
china dish.
Mr and Mrs HEYWOOD, coffee cups.
Bert and Olive HEYWOOD, silver toast
rack.
Miss OGDEN, vase.
Mrs Scott SMITH and Miss SMEETON,
jam stand.
Miss REDFERN, Ruskin bowl.
Nurses and Staff of Bramhall and
Cheadle Hulme Hospital, nest of tables.
Mrs Rees JONES, hall brushes and glass.
Miss Muriel JONES, muffin dish.
Miss GARNER, vase.

To Bridegroom:
Bride, books, “Punch”.
Mrs and Mrs THOMPSON, cheque,
silver, cut-glass water jug, etc etc.
Miss THOMPSON, afternoon tea cloth
and silver pepperettes.
Miss Ethel THOMPSON, silver fruit
servers.
Miss Ellie THOMPSON, carver rests.
Mr G THOMPSON, cheque.
Mrs G THOMPSON, oxodised (sic) silver
bookshelf.
Miss BRECKAN and Miss D
THOMPSON, bowl.
Mr PERKINS, silver entree dish.
Mr Arnold PERKINS, silver cream jug.
Mr and Mrs C A ASHWORTH, silver
fruit stand.
Mr and Mrs H ASHWORTH, silver
photo frame.
Mr and Mrs GREENHOUGH, dinner
service.
Mr and Miss McCHLERY, tea service.
Miss D McCHLERY, cut-glass jam dish.
Mr Neil McCHLERY, tumblers.
Sub-Lieut. W R McCHLERY, cheque.
Mrs ROGERS, silver vases.
Mr CLOUGH, silver coffee pot.
Mr CATTERAL, silver teapot.
Mr and Mrs W and Miss BREWSTER,
garden tools.
Mr J BERRIE, pocket case.
Mr and Mrs Arthur WINDER, cut-glass
jam dishes.
Mr and Mrs J H DARRAH, oak trays.
Mr and Mrs T BENTON, toast rack.
Mr and Mrs E HOLLAND, silver vases.
Capt. Frank HARRISON, silver
candlesticks.
Mr and Mrs Buy BERRIE, silver salt
cellars.
Sister PROWSE, book.
Messrs Frank DRURY, pair Japanese
ornaments.



By Bernard McLoughlin

How often do you look at the names of witnesses and informants on birth,
marriage and death certificates? What about other members of the household
in the census? At first glance, they may appear to be unrelated to your family,
and of no interest; but these names are often well worth following up.

My maternal grandmother, Emily HALSALL (née CARTLIDGE) was born in
Astbury, near Congleton, in 1856, and some years ago one of my cousins drew
up a tree of this side of the family and sent me a copy. This was based on
information from Newbold Astbury and its History by the Reverend J. E. G.
CARTLIDGE, originally published in 1915, and he also used a Cartlidge Pedigree
to which this clergyman, a second cousin of my mother, had contributed.

My great-grandfather, Samuel CARTLIDGE, was the parish clerk at St. Mary’s,
Astbury for many years in the 1800s, and he was the second of the twelve
children of John CARTLIDGE (sexton at the church from 1829 to 1860) and
Mary (née HENSHALL). However, the information about my great-
grandfather’s sisters was very sparse - no order of birth, and a passing reference
to the married names of the five who survived beyond the age of eighteen. So,
when I started out on my own research about eight years ago, I decided to find
out as much as possible about these ladies.

I was greatly indebted to the DVD produced by the Family History Society of
Cheshire which contained the scanned church records from St. Mary’s,
Astbury, as well as the CD which recorded the graveyard memorials and grave
locations at the church. I used these to confirm the baptisms of my great-
grandfather and his siblings, as well as the marriages of four of Samuel’s sisters,
and the baptisms of many of their children. I then started looking for census
data, and I want to illustrate how useful this information can be, when
combined with information from civil registration certificates.

My great-grandfather’s younger sister, Susannah CARTLIDGE was baptised
on 24th April 1808 and she married Thomas AUSTIN of Congleton, at Astbury
on 25th January 1830. The couple had five daughters and four sons, and two of
these sons, Samuel and Edward, had died before the time of the 1841 census.
This showed Susannah and Thomas, a gardener, living in Waggs Lane,
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The Value of Birth, Marriage and
Death Certificates
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Congleton, with four children: Ann, Mary, Thomas and Sarah. In 1851, the
address was given as Waggs Road; Ann and Mary were not at home, but the
other two children, Thomas and Sarah, had been joined by John, Fanny, and
Elizabeth. I have yet to find Mary in 1851, but Ann was in service in Chapel
Street, Congleton, in the household of Agnes READE, a widow, described as
Lady READE. Lady READE had several children and two grandchildren
staying with her, all born in Tunis, Africa, but described as British Subjects, so
it seems possible that her late husband had been in the diplomatic service.

By 1861, Thomas, now a coachman, was living in Hill Fields, Congleton, with
daughters Fanny and Elizabeth. Susannah was not there, but I found Susan
(sic) AUSTIN working as a monthly nurse at 260 Park Lane, Macclesfield, in
the household of silk broker John P. MOLL. Daughter Ann had died of typhus
fever in 1853, aged 23, and was buried at Astbury. Thomas junior, baptised as
Thomas Cartlidge AUSTIN, was married and living in Biddulph. John was a
footman for Clement SWETENHAM at The Hall, Somerford Booths. Mary and
Sarah were still a mystery for now.

The 1871 census was helpful. Susannah, once again recorded as Susan, was still
working away from home. I was surprised to find her, after several attempts,
in Worcestershire. She was still a nurse, now in the household of corn merchant
William CRIMSTON (?) and his Cheshire-born wife, Frances. Things became
clearer when I looked through the household and found that it included the
householder’s mother-in-law, Mary READE, also born in Cheshire. This was
undoubtedly the same lady whom I had already come across in 1841, when she
was living in Moody Hall, Congleton with her husband John READE, a well-
known silk manufacturer, and their children, including Frances. It was there
that in 1841 Susannah’s older sister, Sarah CARTLIDGE, was a servant.

In 1871, Thomas AUSTIN was still at Hill Fields and with him were daughter
Elizabeth, unmarried and ‘at home’ and Sarah SIMPSON, daughter, widow. I
searched for Sarah SIMPSON in 1861 and found her and husband Charles, a
silk printer, in Sutton Lane Ends, Macclesfield; with them was a widowed Mary
HOWELL, described as sister-in-law.

At this point, I decided to order some certificates. Thomas Cartlidge AUSTIN
had married Mary Ann HILL on 21st June 1857 at the parish church in
Prestbury, near Macclesfield; one of the witnesses was Mary HOWELL. She
still remains a mystery, as I have not yet found her marriage or death, but it
seems very likely that she is the missing Mary AUSTIN. Sarah’s marriage to
Charles SIMPSON also took place at Prestbury, on Christmas Day 1856,
witnessed by Thomas Cartlidge AUSTIN and her aunt, my great-grandfather’s
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youngest sister, Elizabeth CARTLIDGE. Charles SIMPSON died of TB in 1869,
and there were apparently no children, so that may be why Sarah was with her
father in 1871.

John AUSTIN was by now working as a railway porter and in 1881 he was with
his parents, back together again, in Hill Fields. More revelations came when I
received copies of Thomas and Susannah’s death certificates. Thomas AUSTIN
died on 21st July 1884, aged 73, at Loachbrook, Congleton, and the informant
was Daniel WARBURTON, described as son-in-law. Who could he be?

Susannah died on 18th January 1886, aged 76, at 186 Park Lane, Macclesfield,
and the informant was Fanny YATES, daughter, of the same address, so that
gave me Fanny’s married name. John AUSTIN died in Macclesfield Union
Workhouse on 27th June 1888, aged 46, and the informant was again Fanny
YATES, sister. John is buried at Astbury with his parents, and sister Ann. Fanny
had married William YATES, a coachman, at St. James Church, Congleton on
2nd January 1877 and they settled in Macclesfield, having a son and a daughter.

Searching for a remarriage for the widowed Sarah SIMPSON, I found that she
married Daniel WARBURTON, a widower, on 13th August 1876 at St. Peter’s,
Congleton. I followed them through subsequent censuses and in 1901 found
Sarah, a widow once more, living in Antrobus St., Congleton with six BARLOW
nieces and nephews. I then looked back at Sarah and Daniel’s marriage
certificate: the witnesses were Loyd BARLOW and Elizabeth BARLOW. Daniel
WARBURTON’S death certificate showed that the informant was Lloyd
BARLOW, brother-in-law. This led me to the marriage of the youngest AUSTIN
daughter, Elizabeth, to Lloyd BARLOW, a grocer, in Prestbury on 8th October
1873, and one of the witnesses was her sister Fanny AUSTIN.

Elizabeth and Lloyd had seven children, one of whom died in infancy, all
baptised at St. Peter’s in Congleton, and they lived at 8-10 Rood Hill, Congleton.
However, Elizabeth died on 29th November 1896, aged 47, and Lloyd died on
4th May 1899, aged 52, so by 1901 the children were being looked after by their
aunt Sarah. One of the BARLOW boys was named Henry, and is quite probably
the Henry BARLOW acknowledged by the Reverend J. E .G. CARTLIDGE on
the title page of his book.

It would have been quite difficult to find out about the AUSTIN daughters’
marriages without the information from the certificates. The informant of a
death, with their relationship to the deceased included, often gives vital
information to the family historian so it is well worth obtaining these
certificates.
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A Holiday to the Isle of Wight in 1906

by Chester Guttridge
Member no. 9193

This family holiday to the Isle of Wight was recorded as a diary, written in
pencil by two people on pages torn from a reporter's note book. I have
transcribed it exactly as written, spelling mistakes, warts and all. It records
what we would call the holiday of a lifetime and a strenuous one at that. The
writing, especially that of the second contributor, is acceptably neat, the
sentence structure reasonable, but the vocabulary lacking in descriptive words.
Nearly every feature the writers saw was fine, magnificent, beautiful or very
beautiful. They were clearly impressed. One gets the feeling that each days'
events were recorded the same evening.

According to a brief note on the envelope containing the diary, the travellers
were members of my maternal grandmother's WRIGHT family, but how many
and which of them is unknown. The WRIGHTs were Cheshire farmers, country
folk, intelligent but not intellectual. Only my grandmother and her sisters Ann
and Martha and brother Enoch were still alive at that time, together with
several nieces and nephews. The older generation were in their late forties or
early fifties. The sparsity of full stops at the ends of sentences and of capital
letters at the starts of new ones suggests to me the writing of the older, less
educated generation and the presence of the diary in the family bureau
suggests that my grandmother may have been a member of the party, but there
is no supporting evidence.  I wondered if it was a packaged trip, perhaps by
Thomas Cook?

My notes are in italics.

Sep 14 1906 Arrived in the Isle of Wight (Ryde) 7.45 PM. and after getting
Lodgings just went through two of the principle  streets Union and High Street
as it was then dark. (Having to 'get' lodgings suggests they were not prearranged).

15 Saturday. Went on an excurtion voyage partway round the Island started
at 10.10 at Sandown & alighted at Shanklin. it is a beautiful place, we went
through a place called the "Chine" a cliff in the rocks with a rivulet running
through it and delightful walks. from there we walked round the sea shore,
through woods & brambles to Ventnor a distance of 4 miles the scenery was
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lovely.  we took train from there back to Ryde Pier arriving about 6.30, after
tea went to a concert held in the Pavilion which was very good

1906 Sep 16 Sunday Started on a sea excurtion voyage to Brighton at 10.40
calling at Southsea & Shanklin, the forts in the sea Harbour 4 or 5 of them a
few miles apart present a most formidable appearance (Palmerston forts in the
Solent) had a beautiful sale going arriving there 2.45 it is the most beautiful sea
side place, I ever saw & the largest. one of the principle Hotels or the largest ...
is ... is the most splendid place ... (several words indecipherable where the paper has
been folded and rubbed.) The streets from the Promenade to the town are
magnificent. we had not time to go to the Centre of the Town but we were told
it was a large ...[splen]did place. We commenced our return journey 4.30 the
sea was rather rough had to hold our hats on most of the way which made it
very unpleasant we got back about 8.50 half hour late well tired but enjoyed
our saling ... 

The following entries were written in a larger script by a different hand, although the
form of the individual letters is mostly similar. The first author (male leader?) recorded
times of departure, arrival and return (the arrival rarely); the second (female?)
specialised in scenic description.

1906 Sep 17 Monday Started from Pier about 11.15 by a sea excurtion to
Portsmouth - went in a small boat to see through Nelson's ship called the
Victory we saw the place on the Deck where he fell when shot - it is marked by
a brass plate & the place where he died a recess in the interior of the ship. the
old ship is in wonderful preservation. we received every attention and civility
from the official who showed us through.  We afterwards went through the
Government Dock-building-yard where all the man-of-war vessels are built.
we saw the much talked of vessel now in construction but nearly built the
Dreadnought but no one is allowed to board her at present. the yard itself
covers 286 acres which of course includes the Dock workshops of every
description & officials houses. there are several Policemen stationed at the
entrance gates, who examine every conveyance and every parcel any-one may
be carrying coming out of the yard. We afterwards went to see the Town Hall
and some of the principle streets, one of the largest is Commercial Rd.
altogether it is an exceptional & beautiful place, we noticed one thing in
particular at the Corporation buildings that was you could telephone from
there for a penny. the Census is between 200 & 300,000 (the last sentence was
added later between the lines.) we afterwards took the tram to Southsea and
embarked there for Ryde arriving here about 8.15 well tired 

18 TuesdayWe started from near the Pier at 10.50 by Motor bus on an excurtion
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trip to east Cowes, calling at Osborne where the late Queen resided "Osborne
House" is open to the Public on Tuesdays and Fridays we had a good look
through a part of the lower rooms, the others being debarred it took us about
2½ hours. from there we went on to East Cowes got some lunch and had a look
round there, it was the worst place we have seen nothing much going on there
(except a Foundry). from there we crossed a narrow part of the sea in a steam
ferry boat the fare was only =/½ (one half penny) to West Cowes here we found
quite the reverse to East Cowes there seemed to be a big shipping trade done,
there were also two very nice Piers where steamers were sailing from. there
was a beautiful Promenade & Green, there is a good trade done in the town,
which is the most quaint I ever saw the streets are very narrow scarcely room
for two Vehicles to pass but the shops were very roomy running a long way to
the back, they were well stocked & well up to date but one great drawback was
it is so very hilly. we returned to East Cowes to meet the 6.30 Motor Bus
arriving back at 7.55 a distance of 9 miles the return fare was 1/6 each

Sept 19 WednesdayWe had a look round part of Ryde in the morning most of
the houses in the  Suburbs are Villas many of them have roses & flowers of all
discription and hops growing & covering the sides of them & most beautiful
flower gardens and shruberys in the front the streets are kept in splendid order
& made of a kind of gravel mixed with small stones of a light chocolate colour
which look very pretty. there is a most beautiful promenade decorated with
flower gardens all along, there is also a very fine Lake made along side of
promenade for boating there are two Piers the principle one is half a mile long
with two railways running alongside, one is an Electric railway and the other
an ordinary one. it is a most wonderful construction running over the sea, there
are lamps each side a few yards apart red, white & blue panes and other
coloured panes which gives the Pier a grand appearance at night when lighted
up, in the front is covered with Gipsy lamps all colours & stars and those to
when lighted gives the Pier a most delightful appearance. from here we took
the train from St John's Rd to Newport return fare 1/6 each. Started 12.30 it is
one of the largest towns in the Island and very pretty. The late Queen used to
visit there frequently in her carriage. there are some of the finest shops here we
have seen especially butchers shops. from here we went to see Carisbrook
Castle or the ruins of it. it is a very old structure it is supposed to have been
built about A D 1000 (the A is written without a cross line)we saw the well which
was sunk in 1150 it is 161 feet deep they have an electric light at the bottom to
show its construction & the working of it which is done by two donkeys (one
at a time) walking round the inside of a wood cilinder which is most interesting
to see them work it, & how they know when to start and stop. of course they
have had plenty of practice as one of them is 28 and the other 17 years of age
and have done this same work since they were two years old. the walks round
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the other part of the old structure is very interesting there is another old well,
which has been out of use a long time much older than the other. we also saw
the remaining part of the room where King Charles 1st was imprisoned, also a
room where a Princess Elizabeth (Charles' daughter) died. from there we went
to Carisbrook Village which is very pretty with a beautiful stream running
through it. there are a many beautiful Villas in this neighbourhood. from here
we returned to Newport Station to meet the 5.45 train arriving at our Lodgings
about 7 o'clock after a most enjoyable [day] out

20 Thursday
We started from the Pier on an excurtian trip by sea to Southhamption at 11.40
the fare was 1/8 each return the sea was very Calm had a very pleasant voyage
it took us an hour to go. it is a very large place & beautiful buildings. there is
an enormous trade done in shipping altogether it is great commercial town,
very similar to Portsmouth and Liverpool it is a very ancient place there is a
very old bridge across High Street the main Steady (?) been erected many
hundred years ago. there is an old sun dial in the front of it dated 1705 the
masonry is in wonderful preservation for its age, there is only room for one
vehicle to pass under it at a time which is a great inconvenience, as the traffic
is enormous it has two side bridges for foot passengers there is a policeman
stationed there to regulate the traffic there are several old ruins adjoining the
sea coast formerly been used as fortifications which dates back to the 12th
Century. there are also some very fine Public Parkes. there is also a very fine &
wide Pier with seats all round with a very large Pavilion at the end. it is not
very long. we returned by the boat 6 o'clock arriving at our lodgings 7.30 ready
for our tea

(The following was written by the first author)

Sep 06 21 FridayWe commenced our return journey from Ryde Pier at 10.10 &
from Portsmouth 11.10 it was rather tedious to Willesden the train stopping at
most of the stations. we had an hour and a half to wait there in which looked
round the Town it seems to be a busy place, plenty stirring and very fine
buildings. Started from there 4.28 arriving at Chester at about 8.35 Came on
the 8.50 from Chester arriving home at about 9.30 after spending a most
enjoyable week

Ed.: Just for comparison, the journey from Ryde Pier to Chester now takes about half
the time - leaving Ryde Pier at 10.47am, changing at Portsmouth and Waterloo,
underground across London to Euston, and arriving at Chester at 4.10pm.
There is still a ferry service (The Cowes Floating Bridge chain ferry) between Cowes
and East Cowes.The fare for a foot passenger is now £1.50.
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by Joan Irving
Mobberley Librarian

Until 1858 the ecclesiastical authorities of each diocese were responsible for
granting probate. This was the legal permission granted, on oath, to executors
to administer the estates of the deceased. Many people died intestate, i.e.
without leaving a will, and permission was usually given by the Court to the
surviving family of the deceased. Sometimes families applied for Letters of
Administration to prevent creditors from applying to administer an estate.
Most wills and administrations passed through probate without any problems;
however, when disputes arose the Church Courts had to deal with them.

The Chester Diocesan Church Courts have several examples of disputed wills.
These court records have been indexed from 1560-1750 (ref: EDC5) and there
is a copy of the index at Mobberley. The index gives a brief summary of the
cases brought before the courts.

Chester Diocese covered parishes in Cheshire, Lancashire and parts of what is
now known as Cumbria.

The following examples give an idea of the kind of probate problems that arose.

1635 Kirkham Jacob THOMPSON – a disputed will
1637 Chester Matilda RICHARDSON – a disputed estate
1662 Brereton Margery SMITH – a nuncupative will (a will spoken

before witnesses)
1667 Weaverham Richard WILCOXON – a disputed will
1702 Liverpool Patrick WRIGHT who died on a voyage to Virginia –

a disputed will
1738 Liverpool Richard HESKETH – the validity of his will
1751/2 Alderley John WORTHINGTON – a contested will

Although the Court records can be a valuable source for family historians they
can be difficult to read and are often in Latin. However, they are certainly worth
a look, not just for probate disputes but for a whole range of other moral issues
brought before the courts involving parishioners.

A Dip into Church Court Records:
Probate Disputes
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From the Desktop

We have an interesting mix this time, I feel. I thought that the possibility of
photographing one’s old slide collection, rather than use a slide projector, is an
idea that is well worth researching.  DNA testing is becoming a much larger
and more complex subject than most of us have realised, and below are two
good summaries of key things to look out for.  I suggest that you have a good
think about shortcut keys, and even yours truly has learned something from
this one, as well as Gren Dix’s highlight on Windows File History feature.
Windows and its ongoing development certainly keeps me busy, managing my
domestic systems.

The Grey Tinted Pages of Net That Serf
by Geoff Johnson

David Silcock of Haslemere, Surrey wrote:
I have just returned to family history after a lay-off.  It was good to see that NTS is
still as informative as ever, and evidence of much hard work on the part of your team.
My enthusiasm has run to a wish to print your pages, and build up a wealth of useful
information and comment.  I still find that a computer screen is no match for hard copy.
I have printed the relevant pages in black and white to minimise ink, but this includes
the characteristic distinguishing grey background.  It occurred to me that, it might be
worthwhile to consider changing the background to a simple black frame, or something
similar, which would have a similar distinguishing effect.
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I realise that what I have said may already have been considered and discarded - but
maybe not.

Some people just love paper!  I spoke to Rosie, our journal editor - wondering,
for instance, if the grey pages cost more to print, but she tells me that there are
no extra costs for the grey background.  She suggested I ask members what
they think in the next issue – do they use the grey colour to be able to easily
find the NTS pages?  Or to avoid them, if they’re not interested in NTS?

Since David’s request I have found that I can remove the grey from some of
the Net That Serf editions that I’ve extracted for the compendium.  It’s not a
fast process, and just adds to the creation time of the NTS extraction.

The grey pages have been with us for a long time: should we change?  Can we
please have member thoughts, comments, or observations?

Scanning Old Photo Slides
by David Walker of Neston

Like many of my generation I have boxes of 35mm slides of my children when
they were young.  Now with the advent of grandchildren, I have become
interested in transferring the contents of these slides into a format suitable for
a computer. I have explored a number of options, including taking photographs
of the projected image on a screen, but alas I no longer have either projector or
screen.  Alternatively, I tried taking photographs of the slides with a digital
SLR camera with x50 lens and a magnifying filter.  This proved tricky as the
magnifying filter overrides the autofocus of the camera and illumination was
not easy.  I do not have a macro lens for the SLR camera, but this might have
worked better.

Various scanning devices are available but the reviews of the quality of the
images produced by these are quite mixed.  I turned to Geoff for advice and he
offered me the loan of a digital scanning device owned by the Society’s
Computer Club.

Again, the results were quite mixed.  The device is a Kaiser Baas PhotoMaker 4,
at 14-megapixel resolution. It handled plastic mounted slides well, but had
difficulty with repeated loading of the cardboard mounted slides commonly
used e.g. by Kodak in the 1980s.  Our slides have been in storage for almost 40
years and are consequently somewhat dusty.  I did try to clean them with a
photo cloth or blow away the dust with an air blower, but some of my slides
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have yielded quite grubby images, suggesting that some of this dust must be
internal to the PhotoMaker.  I found adjusting the illumination a bit tricky, and
for many slides the results were either washed-out or too dark.  Overall the
resolution obtained was OK, but really not up to present day standards.
However, the images were good enough for us to show around and generate
a few family laughs.  I did not manage to achieve the image quality that I could
occasionally get with the SLR, albeit with a lot of fiddling about.

On writing this, I realised that I had an old Canon Powershot G12 camera,
which could take a macro shot. The results from this camera were every bit as
good if not better than those from the PhotoMaker. Having done that, the next
thought was to test my new smartphone. Again, the results were reasonably
acceptable. For the Powershot and the smartphone I placed the slide in an
inverted bulldog clip, with a light cream wall for the background and next to
a window.  The automatic focusing detected faces, and the images so obtained
were reasonably sharp.  The images could be easily cropped and straightened
using photo-editing software.

In conclusion, before purchasing either a slide copier or a PhotoMaker, if you
have one it would be worthwhile simply testing out your compact digital
camera, or a smartphone.  However, none of the methods I tested gave me
images that compared well with those from modern photography technology.
Any comments or suggestions from other members would be welcome.

Ed (RR): I use a flatbed scanner with a negative/slide scanning facility. Recently, I had
the chance to buy an Epson Perfection V600 scanner from an acquaintance at a bargain
price, but I see that an older model, the V370, is still available on Amazon for £99.

DNA Testing
by Geoff Johnson

I’m personally finding the interpretation of data results and the baffling
potential connections with lists of names that seem to me to be meaningless.
It’s clear that investigation through this method of genealogy is a much
lengthier process than one would initially anticipate.

The July newsletter from the Federation of Family History Societies includes a
focus on DNA testing for genealogy, and can be found at the short link
http://eepurl.com/cPJfaT. Lost Cousins also issued a special newsletter in June,
Knocking down 'brick walls' using DNA, which gives some very good and broad
advice: www.lostcousins.com/newsletters2/jun17news.htm

http://eepurl.com/cPJfaT
www.lostcousins.com/newsletters2/jun17news.htm


Keystrokes and Combinations
by Richard Todd

At the June meeting of the Computer Club I became aware of the lack of
knowledge of the various key combinations which can make your computer
use easier. There are hundreds available, and the group that is best for your
purpose depends on your task. The following include the ones I know well,
and use frequently. You may have a different set – or perhaps none?

The Windows clipboard is just the name for a place that holds text, or other items,
until you do something with them.  Unfortunately, the Windows clipboard only
holds one item at a time, and there are occasions when it would help if you
could hold several items.  I had a program - sorry, an App! - which would hold
several items in a clipboard, but I have lost it.  Maybe Google could find it or
someone knows of it: please tell Geoff if you know of such an App, but watch
out for dodgy download sites!

F1 This will call up the help pages for the task you have in hand. 
Ctrl + P Will call up your printer.
Ctrl + S Saves the current document.
Ctrl + Z Will `Undo’ the last action.
Win + X The equivalent of clicking on the start button, and may be a better

way of clicking on the start button, depending on what task you
have in hand.

Win + E Will call up Windows Explorer.
GJ: Microsoft now call it File Explorer, Richard!

Win + I (that’s i not l) brings up the settings menu.
ALT +
Tab

will show you small pictures of each window that you have open
and you can ‘scroll’ through the list to go to the one you want.

Ctrl + X is of a piece with the next two combinations.  If you select a word
or a piece of text, even a picture, with your mouse, and then press
Ctrl + X, the selected item will be moved to the Windows virtual
clipboard - more about the clipboard below.

Ctrl + V The selected item will be copied to the clipboard but the original
will remain where it is.

Ctrl + C The selected item, which is now in the clipboard, will be pasted to
your chosen place.  Different part of the page, different page, or
even a different file - wherever you want to put it.
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However, in Microsoft Office products there is a clipboard sub-window which
can hold multiple ‘copies’.  In Word, under the Home menu, (left-hand end of
the ribbon), there is the word Clipboardwith a tiny diagonal arrow in the lower-
right corner.  See the image below.

Click this and your clipboard will
open, as seen in the picture. You can
save several different selections to it.
To paste a selection, choose it from the
clipboard collection and use Crtl + V or
the word paste in the file menu.
Alternatively, if you click Paste All, it
does just that!
GJ: I’ve just learned something new: I just
used Paste All to create the contents list for
this edition! – thanks Richard!

Win + arrow – if you press the windows
key in combination with, say, the right
arrow key, the window will jump to
the right-hand side of the screen.  The
left arrow makes the window jump to
the left.  (Not on my Dell monitor but
it did on my Samsung.)

I use this facility when I access my
online bank accounts.  I open KeyPass
and jump the window to the right, and
then I open the bank’s page, and jump

it to the left of the screen.  I can then pick up an item, like my username, from
the KeyPass window and drag it across to the bank’s webpage.  You can use
Ctrl + C followed by Ctrl + V to do this or even use the drop-down menus, but
the click and drag method is easier - unless you have a Dell monitor like mine!
It is also a useful way to copy files from one drive to another; click and drag to
move files or use Ctrl + X or Ctrl +C followed by Ctrl + V.

Then we have the old favourite Ctrl + Alt + Del which brings up a little list
including Task Manager.  You can get Task Manager using Ctrl + Shift + Esc, but
the other way is quicker.

The above list includes combinations I use regularly but others may have a
different set.  Maybe Geoff, and the rest of the group, would like to hear from
you.
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Phyllosan for Laptops
by Computer Club’s Gren Dix

Some of you may remember adverts from a couple of decades ago (the first
were long before that, in 1946), for Phyllosan to fortify the over forties.  Laptops
entering middle age (fortyish years old) may need refreshing.

Recently ‘er inside gave earache to ‘im outdoors about the family laptop.  It was
taking ages to start up and close down, and also to load programs. A short time
ago I wrote about the horror of having a hard disk giving up the ghost on me,
and my not having a recovery disk.  (Have you got a recovery disk/memory
stick?).  My local computer shop replaced the dead hard drive with a solid-
state drive (SSD).  This made me think about the options for refreshing a
middle-aged laptop.

There are a number of steps that can be taken to improve performance.  Here
are a few:

1. Remove `bloatware’.
This includes all the unwanted software that came with the computer, and
software that has been downloaded; perhaps it was tried once or twice and not
used since.

2. Stop unwanted software from loading.
Skype, for instance, may be configured to load on start-up.  This `festers’ in
memory.  It can be quitted but it is better if it didn’t load in the first place.  Use
Task Manager (ctrl+alt+del) to see what is running, or use software such as PC
Fresh 17 (ablesoft.de) to amend the start-up list.

3. Stop unnecessary programs from loading on start-up.
For example, Adobe may load a program to check for software updates.  PC
Fresh 17may be of help.

4. Defragment the hard disk.
After many file deletions, when a new file is written it may not be written to
contiguous memory blocks.  It can take up to a thousand times longer to read
a non-contiguous file than a contiguous one.  Windows has a (simple) disk
optimiser (search for defragment).  Defragler 2.21 can be used to defragment a
disk. This should be run multiple times - the first run may take some time. In
my case the number of used blocks reduced by about a third.

The next steps will cost money!
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5. Increase the amount of RAM (working memory)
A Windows laptop will typically have 4GB over two memory slots.  Software
such as Belarc advisor can be used to analyse a computer.  Some pundits think
that 8GB is better. The increase in performance is debatable for many
applications; but applications involving heavy editing or games will benefit.
Most RAM is relatively cheap - Crucial (uk.crucial.com/gbr/en) has software that
will examine a computer and offer suggestions.  I have used Crucial in the past
- they even exchanged, at no cost, some memory when I ordered the wrong
type.  There are various online videos showing how to install memory. You
should earth yourself when handling computer innards; the easiest way is to
take an old 3 pin plug, remove the wiring and install a wire to the earth pin.
Insert this into a socket and attach a bared end to the wrist.
Ed (RR): Note the wire should be attached to the earth pin - FHSC accepts no
responsibility if the wire is inadvertently attached to the wrong pin! Alternatively, an
anti-static earthing wrist strap may be purchased for about £4.

6. Replace the hard drive with a solid-state disk (SSD)
A solid-state disk will, in general, not make an application run faster.  However,
start-up, close-down and application loading will be faster.  Start-up will be
noticeably faster.  The price for SSDs is dropping.  Small SSDs can be obtained
for about £60-£70, mid-range £120-160.  As for top-end, how deep is your
pocket? It is a waste of money to get an SSD that is a lot faster than your data
highway.  An SSD should not be defragged; SSDs have a limited read/write
life.  This should not worry the average user as the life is about 10 years (the
life is actually given in terms of the number of read/writes).

I was nudged into action to replace a hard drive by an article in a computer
magazine, which reviewed a particular model.  The one I bought came with a
caddy, i.e. an enclosure to make it into a free-standing drive.  It also had a SATA
power lead, a USB connector, a spacer (used when replacing a hard disk) and
cloning software.  I installed the SSD in the enclosure and plugged it into a USB
socket, loaded and registered the cloning software, answered a few questions
about what I wanted cloning and sat back

After the process finished came the hard (or hairy) part.  I unplugged the laptop
from the mains, switched off then removed the battery.  I was advised to switch
the machine on (battery-less) to ensure everything was discharged. I then
unscrewed the back plate covering the hard drive, earthed myself, unscrewed
the retaining screws on the disk caddy and carefully removed the disk drive.
There are various videos online showing the process.  I removed the SSD from
its enclosure and slipped it into the laptop caddy, inserted the spacer and
screwed things down.  The back plate was replaced and the battery reinserted.

uk.crucial.com/gbr/en
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I turned the laptop over, opened up, switched on and held my breath.  No need
to - the machine worked perfectly.

Family History Programs

TreeView
There must be a ‘sales-pitch’ on this program emanating from family history
suppliers - they seem to be promoting it as a response to all enquiries from
people looking for a new program.  I’ve had several queries from members
concerning TreeView.  It’s obviously one of the newer programs, and with better
things to do I haven’t tried it!  Member Mike Brennan asked: Do you have any
comments on this, with no responsibility attached? I would be very grateful for any
sweepings from the high table.

My table isn’t really high enough, and I certainly couldn’t answer Mike.  But
through this journal I’d like to ask if any members can cast more light on the
program.  I’ve had a quick look at its website and find that it is obviously the
best thing since Adam was a lad!  But aren’t they all?

Family Tree Maker (FTM) for Mac
I’m getting a steady run of enquiries from members wanting to switch their
existing family history data to a Mac.  MacKiev (www.mackiev.com), the new
owners of FTM for Windows (they were already the developers of FTM for Mac)
initially deferred release of the new 2017 versions of FTM, due to teething
problems with the new interface for syncing with trees held on Ancestry after
support for TreeSync was discontinued. I understand that it is now available,
and would like to know if any members have tried it, and, more importantly,
can anyone feed some information back to share with others?

30 Day Trial Offers
Frequent enquiries from members wishing to upgrade from older, and often
obsolete, family history programs, generally lead me to recommend that they
simply try a new one out using a free trial.  I assumed that most other
programs, in addition to Family Historian (FH), generally offered this facility.
But, having browsed the suppliers I’m not so sure.  With FH you must expect
to be asked to initiate the online `paperwork’ to eventually buy the product,
and the key thing is to remember that, before the end of the trial period, you
formally cancel the contract that you initiated.

I’m regularly steering enquirers to trial Family Historian in this way, and I’m
not aware of any who have fallen foul of the system.  In general terms, to try

www.mackiev.com
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the program you will need to export a gedcom file from your existing program.
However, many that I’ve advised don’t use a computer program at all!  They
simply need to start inputting all the stuff that they have stashed away in paper
files. Having tried the program, if you don’t like it, ditch it!

Windows Stuff
OneDrive
Grrr!  OneDrive seems to be ever-present, and most notably in Windows 10.  It’s
annoying some members, and certainly annoyed me.  I seem to have tamed it
on my own domestic systems now, but a cry from Computer Club member Sue
Gibb brings to reality the effects of not disabling it as much as possible.  You
will find the instructions I’ve used in Living with Windows 10, page 3; this
October 2016 document is lodged on the website under Cheshire Ancestor > Net
That Serf > Articles Too Long for Net That Serf.  It seems to have got OneDrive out
of the way on my system, but I know that it’s still there!

Sue had received an email along the lines of:  Your account is 6.52 GB over your
storage limit of 5 GB.  Your account will be frozen on or after June 17, 2017, and you
will not be able to view or edit your files. You can no longer add or sync new documents
or photos. Changes made to existing OneDrive files will not save or sync between
devices or OneDrive.com.  Please remove 6.52 GB of files or purchase more storage to
bring your account back to normal.

As Sue was not conscious that she had made any use of OneDrive, it was
intriguing to know what on earth had generated 6.52 GB of data.  She was
happy that all the stuff she was personally interested in was safely on her own
system, and we can only conclude that this is typical Microsoft/Windows activity
whereby data was being extracted from webpages, emails, other downloads,
etc over a period of time.  I think I’m right in saying that Sue just ignored it and
did her best to follow the disabling process.  Beware, be aware, and don’t panic!

Ed. (RR): I received a similar email, which correctly stated that I was 8.6GB over my
limit. The reason for these emails going out now is that Microsoft originally allowed
users 15GB of space free of charge, but have now reduced the free allowance to a paltry
5GB (no doubt hoping to ‘encourage’ users to pay for more space.)
You can check to see exactly what is stored on your 'drive' by logging in to
www.onedrive.com using your Windows login. I solved my problem by ditching
OneDrive and moving all my files to Mega (https://mega.nz/), which gives a whopping
50 GB of cloud storage space free of charge. Another alternative is Google Drive, which
provides a 15GB free allowance, but if you use Google email the space used by your
emails and attachments will be deducted from the 15GB allowance.

https://mega.nz/
www.onedrive.com
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From the Inbox

Net That Serf Compendium
The compendium I announced back in March seems to be well received; I’m
getting compliments! (See: Website > Cheshire Ancestor > Net That Serf)

Hi Geoff, Thank you for your email. I am very pleased that you are creating a
compendium of the Net That Serf information.  It’s my favourite part of the magazine
(and I have missed seeing it on paper since I’ve gone to the digital copy).  I shall spend
time looking through it.  Please keep up the interesting work. - Janet Keane

Richard Todd said: Good idea Geoff.  Congratulations on the effort.

Margaret Hough said: Thanks for your efforts in putting the Net That Serf articles
from Cheshire Ancestor into a set of articles which are easy to refer to.  I found your
instructions worked very well and will start to re-read them soon.

PhraseExpress
Bill Thacker asked: Any ideas on how to set up a `smart key’ which can permanently
store my email address to save typing it in full every time it is needed; probably 12
times today for various sites?

I replied that for several years now I’ve used a program called Phrase Express
(www.phraseexpress.com/freeware.htm). It is free for personal, home use.
Understanding it can be `interesting’, but like Richard Todd’s piece above,
shortcut keys are a godsend.  My PhraseExpress is set up for:

Alt+M = email
Alt+T = home phone number
Alt+R = mobile number
Alt+P = postcode
Shift+Alt+C = credit card number

and I have several more. The annoying one is Alt+G for my address, because
every form you go to has the full address data spread over multiple fields. Note,
though, that I’ve recently found some web pages won’t permit the shortcuts to
work.  I’m sure that on enquiry there’d be a claim of it’s for security reasons.

Email Management
I’m very conscious that many users access their email using a webmail service
such as Gmail, Hotmail, BT Internet and so on.  In each case their correspondence
is managed in a limited way by that supplier.  I believe the program Windows

www.phraseexpress.com/freeware.htm
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Live Mail is used by many.  Much of what I receive is in plain, unformatted text,
and I really wonder how many users simply have an enormous pile of stuff
sitting in an inbox!  It seems clear that few users seem to fully understand how
much they can, or can’t, modify the structure of the correspondence that they
create.  Computer Club member Sue Gibb and I had discussed this topic on
more than one occasion, and were unsure as to how far you could change the
layout of Windows 10 Mail.  Sue browsed the net and found the following
correspondence which summed it all up for both of us:

Dear Computer Lady,
Can I change the layout of WIN 10 Live mail and the contact selection process to
resemble that of Outlook?  Thanks, GB.

The respondent said: Dear GB, the short answer is No.  The email app that comes with
Windows 10 is very limited.  Last time I checked, you couldn’t even create storage
folders in it. Microsoft is no longer supporting Windows Live Mail.  It might run on
Windows 10 for you, but it often has issues that are hard to fix, since it is not supported.
Your options are to purchase Outlook which is part of Microsoft Office, or use  another
email program that is not a Microsoft product. My preferred non-Microsoft program
is Mozilla Thunderbird, which can be downloaded free of charge at www.mozilla.org/en-
GB/thunderbird.

In short, Microsoft have dropped it!  Their policy now seems to be to direct
users to Outlook Mail (https://outlook.live.com/owa/ and www.microsoft.com/en-
gb/outlook-com). Nowhere can I see where or how the data is stored and
handled, but I’d lay odds that OneDrive is involved!  See above article.

GJ’s preference has long been for the use of the MS Office program that’s also
called Outlook.  But it’s managed and backed-up entirely on my own computer.
I couldn’t possibly manage the creation of this part of the journal without
having saved, sorted, replied, and even archived the stuff that I receive.  That
applies outside of family history interests too.

Google Earth
Macclesfield group member James Hough has pointed out that the desktop
version of Google Earth (www.google.com/intl/en_uk/earth/desktop) allows you to
scroll back in time to previous satellite imagery, and in some parts of the UK
(including parts of Cheshire) you can view monochrome images taken in 1945!
To see the coverage for 1945, look at a location, e.g. Macclesfield, scroll back to
1945 and then zoom out - the parts of the country with 1945 coverage are grey.
Google Earth KML files can be used to create and display maps tracing your
ancestors’ journeys across the world - has anyone tried this?

www.mozilla.org/en-GB/thunderbird
https://outlook.live.com/owa/
www.microsoft.com/engb/outlook-com
www.google.com/intl/en_uk/earth/desktop
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History Fool
by Gren Dix

A short time ago I decided to obtain all the images I could of the BMD
certificates and censuses that I had for my wife’s family.  I had transcribed
many of these records some years ago, (before online copies were available),
by first looking up indexes, then going to printed transcriptions or microform
– those were the days! I obtained the images from Ancestry, FindMyPast or
LancashireOPC.  The last only had transcriptions – but these could be snipped.
I stored the trimmed images in various sub-folders of the main family folder.
Inevitably, half way through, I changed my naming standards and
subsequently added duplicates under the new naming standards.

While transferring data between various computers, I accidently deleted the
image folders.  I foolishly replaced the main folder on the various computers
with the deficient one.  Hence weeks of work disappeared.  I had not done a
formal backup for a couple of weeks! At this point Geoff will be falling off his
perch with laughter. No doubt he will give me a lecture and lesson in backing
up data.  (I think you’ve now got that message Gren!)

All was not lost.  I had previously switched on File History (control panel>system
and security>file history) on my desktop machine, and set it up to use an external
hard drive to store the history files.  It saves files, by their original names with
the date and time appended to the name, in a mirror of the directory structure
of the source disc.  Hence, I was able to recover the folders and files.  The only
problem was that multiple copies of many files existed, each with a different
date and time stamp.  I had to delete older copies and remove the date and
time from the file names.  So I got back to the starting point after some work.

The moral is, be sure to do regular backups, keep multiple backup copies, and
as a backup to that, switch on File History.

GJ: I keep learning things in this NTS edition!  I was not
aware of File History.  Gren’s Windows 10 Home Edition
is slightly different from my Windows 10 Professional
Edition, but I found File History under its own heading.
Sure enough, it looks for available drives and enables you
to turn the facility on.  You may find it worth considering.

This journal only gets to a good number of pages
with your input.  Please keep the questions and
responses coming – GJ.
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Group Events and Activities

For changes and up-to-date news check the website www.fhsc.org.uk

Alsager Group
by John Higgins

Future meetings:
18th Sept Annual General Meeting, followed by

A presentation, topic tba.
16th Oct Dating Vernacular Architecture – Gordon Roxby

Looking at the features of old cottages and houses in which our
ancestors lived.

20th Nov Investigating WWII RAF Crashes around Crewe - Steve Bratt
An illustrated talk investigating the causes of some local air crashes
and the lives of those killed.

11th Dec Christmas Lunch.

The Alsager Group meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of the month (except
August and December) at Wesley Place Methodist Church Hall, Lawton Road,
Alsager, ST7 2AF.
Meetings commence at 7.30pm. Admission is £1 for members and £2 for non-
members. Refreshments are served after the talk, when there is an opportunity
to discuss family history with other members. There is a large car park (free)
opposite the church. Visitors are most welcome. 

Bebington Group
by Bob Wright

Future Meetings:
25th Sep Derbyshire Tale of Rats  – Dr. Elly Macbeath
23rd Oct Real Heir Hunters – John Cartlidge
27th Nov The Laughing Policeman – Bill Johnstone
11th Dec Members’ Christmas Social

Meetings take place at 7.30pm on the 4th Monday of the month at Bebington
Civic Centre, Civic Way, CH63 7PN.

www.fhsc.org.uk
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We hold a helpdesk at Bebington Library from 10am to 12pm on the 1st and
3rd Thursdays of the month, where we can give individual assistance to our
members and the general public.

Bramhall Group
by Susan Bickley

Future meetings:
14th Sept Physick, Pothecary or Chirurgeon? - Claire Moores

Uncovering Cheshire’s medical men & their works.
12th Oct The History & Introduction to the Crown Court, Minshull Street,

Manchester - Paula Rabone
9th Nov Breach of Promise to Marry - Denise Bates
14th Dec The Tudor Cinema, Bramhall - Janet McMurray

Followed by Christmas Party with festive spread.

Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the second Thursday of each month in the
United Reformed Church Hall, Bramhall, SK7 2PE (corner of Robins Lane and
Bramhall Lane South). Admission charge £2.00. All visitors are most welcome.

Chester Group
by Helen Elliott

Future meetings:
28th Sept The Delves Broughton Family - Peter Denny
26th Oct Before Parish Registers - David Guyton
30th Nov A Seasonal Miscellany
December NO MEETING

Meetings are held at 7.30pm on the last Thursday of the month at All Saints
Church Hall, 2 Vicarage Road, Hoole, Chester CH2 3HZ. There is ample
parking and a small admission charge. All members and visitors welcome.

Chester Group host a helpdesk on Tuesdays and Fridays at Chester History
and Heritage Centre, St Michael's Church, Bridge Street, Chester from 10am to
12noon and 1pm to 4pm.
We also have a helpdesk at Chester Library from 10am to 12noon on Tuesdays.

Computer Group – The Society’s Computer Club
by Geoff Johnson

Meetings take place at 7.30pm on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at Hartford
Methodist Church Hall, Beach Road, Hartford, Northwich, CW8 3AD. There
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is no charge - even the tea and biscuits are free! Open to ALL members, we
focus on a wide range of genealogy/computing topics. Discussions are
informal and audience participation is encouraged. Access to all the main
family history websites is available at our meetings. With all attendees
suggesting search ideas, members often go home with some family history
information they have been struggling to find.

We seldom pre-arrange meeting topics, preferring instead to discuss new
websites, members’ own current problems, or generally educating members
on getting the best from their computers. The subject of each meeting is usually
announced the week before, by email or on the Club’s events webpage.

Congleton Group
by David Smetham

Future meetings:
19th Sep AGM, followed by

Workshop – Resources Re-visited.
17th Oct Unearthing Cheshire's Quaker Community: a peek into the archives

of the local Society of Friends – Claire Moores
21st Nov Christmas in the Workhouse – Chris Makepeace
December NO MEETING

Meetings take place at 7.30pm on the 3rd Tuesday of each month in Congleton
Library. There is ample parking and access to the Library is by the lower
entrance. Non-members are welcome. 

Crewe Group
by Margaret Spate

Future meetings:
12th Sept Annual General Meeting Short formal meeting, followed by

contributions by group members. May include ‘cans of worms’,
hints following initial mistakes in research, and memorabilia.

10th Oct From Wybunbury to Westminster - Crewe and Nantwich Local
History Group
The story of key players in the suffragette movement in its social
context.

14th. Nov Crewe Works in WWI – Andrew Mooney
Crewe Works in WWI, with emphasis on the women at work and
the armament production.

December NO MEETING
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Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month in Room 1, at Lifestyle
Centre, Moss Square, Crewe, CW1 2BB. Please check the Crewe pages on the
FHSC website for further information on meetings.

Crewe Family History Unit
Please see the last two pages for details of the Society’s research centres.

Macclesfield Group
by Jean Laidlaw

Future Meetings:
26th Sept Annual General Meeting, followed by

Short talks by members - If you have a short talk you could give
about your experiences of family history research please contact
the Group Leader.

24th Oct Dating Old Photographs - David Guyton
28th Nov The Silk Industry in Macclesfield  - Mike Nevell
December NO MEETING

Meetings are usually held on the 4th Tuesday of the month at The Salvation
Army Hall, Roe Street, Macclesfield, SK11 6UT.  Doors open at 7.15pm for a
7.30pm start. Entry is through the new main door facing the Churchill Way car
park. Admission is £2 including refreshments and a ticket for the FHSC
members-only draw for a small gift. Visitors welcome.

For the latest news, please see our pages on the FHSC website www.fhsc.org.uk.
A monthly update and reminder about meetings is emailed to subscribers to
our email list. To be added to the list, please email macclesfield@fhsc.org.uk.

Macclesfield Reflects WWI project (www.macclesfieldreflects.org.uk)
If you have any information about anyone who lived in the Macclesfield area
during WWI or would like to help please contact Rosie Rowley on
macclesfieldreflects@gmail.com.

Middlesex Group
by David Smetham (FHSC Chairman)

Is there a member in the London area who would like to take over the running
of this group? Support will be provided - the key activities will be to arrange a
venue and meeting topics.

If any member would like to attend a meeting in London please contact me -
chairman@fhsc.org.uk.

www.macclesfieldreflects.org.uk
www.fhsc.org.uk
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Nantwich Group
by Sheila Mitchell

Future meetings:
19th Sep Lion Salt Works - Peter Solan

The history and location of the Lion Salt Works and the impact of
the Cheshire salt trade.

17th Oct Cheshire Workhouses - Hilary Whitaker
21st Nov The Villiers-Russell Twins: a First World War Story - Mark Potts
December NO MEETING
16th Jan The New FHSC Website - Alan Bennett, FHSC Webmaster

Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at the Nantwich Methodist
Church Centre, Hospital Street, Nantwich, CW5 5RP. Doors open at 7.15pm
for a 7.30pm start. Admission is £2 for members and £3 for non-members,
including refreshments. Ample parking nearby. Visitors are very welcome.

Family History workshops are held 2pm - 4pm on the last Monday of the
month except July and August at Nantwich Library (upstairs); come along if
you have a query or need help with your family history. All are welcome.

Northwich Group
by Dave Thomas

Future meetings:
11th Sept AGM, followed by

Tiptoe Through the Tombstones - Rina Tillinger
9th Oct Breaking Through Brick Walls - David Guyton
13th Nov The Story of Port Sunlight - Tom Hughes
11th Dec Hotpot Supper and Quiz

Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of the month at Hartford Methodist
Church Hall, Beach Road, Hartford, Northwich CW8 3AB. Doors open at 7pm
for a 7.30pm start. Admission is £1, and non-members are most welcome. Car
park available.

Runcorn Group
by Peter Johnson

Future meetings:
6th Sept Surnames and Place Names – Gordon Roxby
4th Oct Liverpool Carters – Sharon Brown
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1st Nov Marriage Matters - Hazel Rugman
6th Dec TBA

Meetings are at 7.30 pm on the 1st Wednesday of the month (except January)
at Churchill Hall, Cooper Street, Runcorn, WA7 1DH. All will be made very
welcome.

Sale Group
by Marion Hall

Future meetings:
13th Sep Christian Name and Surname Variants - John Bardsley

We have all struggled with variants of names we are researching;
this could shed some light for us.

11th Oct James Brindley, Millwright and Civil Engineer 1716-1772
- John Doughty
From humble beginnings, Brindley became one of the most
respected engineers, now called the Father of British Waterways.

8th Nov Christmas in the Workhouse - Chris Makepeace
December NO MEETING

Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at Trinity Methodist
Church Hall, Trinity Road, Sale M33 3ED, at 7.30pm with the talk starting at
8pm. Entrance fee £2 for members. Visitors are all very welcome and, following
the AGM, entrance fee for visitors will possibly be raised to £2.50.

Tameside Group
by Gay Oliver

Future Meetings:
13th Sep AGM, followed by Dating Old Photographs
11th Oct Catherine Booth of the Salvation Army Movement

– Danny Wells
8th Nov The Cotton Famine – Lynne Quirke
13th Dec Social Evening
10th Jan Digging up the Stories of Families Buried in our Chapel

- Gay Oliver

Meetings are held in the Old Chapel Schoolrooms, Dukinfield - doors open at
7.00pm.  There is disabled access and both members and non-members are
welcome. Entrance fees are £2 for members and £2.50 for non members.

Why not come along to one of our helpdesk sessions in Tameside Local Studies
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and Archives Centre on the first and third Tuesdays each month between
2.00pm and 4.00pm, where our team of experts can help you to break down
those brick walls or get started from scratch.

Tarporley Group
By Jan Craig

Future meetings:
6th Sep To be arranged
4th Oct To be arranged
1st Nov To be arranged
6th Dec To be arranged

Meetings are held at 7.30pm on the first Wednesday of the month at Little
Budworth Village Hall, Booth Avenue, Little Budworth, CW6 9BU.
Non-group members and visitors are very welcome to attend.

Wallasey Group
by Dave Beck

Future meetings:
19th Sept Liverpool Lives - David Hearn

Some people from Liverpool who deserve to be better known.
17th Oct British Home Children - Alison Williams

From the late 1860s up to 1948 over 100,000 children were sent
from the UK to Canada to be used as indentured farm workers and
domestics. Could your missing relative be one of them?

21st Nov River Dee Part 2 - Michael Blackburn
The geology and changes to the Dee estuary from about 5000 years
ago, through the industrial revolution, and up to the present day
as a wildlife conservation area.

December NO MEETING

Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the 3rd Tuesday of the month except December
at Claremount Methodist Church, Claremount Road, Wallasey CH45 6UE.
Access via car park in Taunton Road. Visitors are always welcome.

We hold a helpdesk on the 2nd and 4th Friday of each month, from 10am to
1pm ,at the Wallasey Central Reference Library, Earlston Road, Wallasey CH45
5DX. At these helpdesks we are able to give individual help with family history
research. All members and non-members are welcome.
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by Sheila Hamilton
Wallasey Group Leader

You may be forgiven for thinking that members of Wallasey Group like to
spend their time underground. After a visit to the Old Dock in Liverpool last
year, we were ready to tackle anything. 

West Wirral Group
by David Callaghan

At the group’s AGM held on 12th July, it was decided by a majority vote to
dissolve the group with immediate effect. Members are advised to transfer their
affiliation to either Bebington or Wallasey Groups and this can be done online
via the FHSC website.

We thank members for their past support and apologise for any inconvenience
this may cause.

Research advice with our helpdesk is still available at the following libraries:
Heswall 1st  Monday of the month 10.00am  to 1.00pm
West Kirby 2nd Monday of the month 10.00am  to 1.00pm
Upton 2nd Tuesday of the month   9.30am  to 12.30pm

Wallasey Group Visit to Wormhole Caves
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One of our recent talks included a reference to the Wormhole Caves in New
Brighton, which prompted many to say that they had never been down but
would like to. In my days as a Beaver Leader the caves were open for charity
several times a year - but access was from a hole in the middle of a lawn and
down a wooden ladder. In these days of Health and Safety that would not be
allowed! It was, however, very lucky for us that one of our members knew the
owner of Rock Villa, where the caves are situated, and was able to put me in
touch with him.

Twenty intrepid Wallasey Group
members met last week for a guided
tour by the owner, Ian Cubbin. He gave
us a brief history of Rock Villa before
leading us to his garden where he
showed us the new entrance he has had
built. No more ladders but real steps!
These led down to a high sandstone
cave with a sandy floor and a narrow
passage to another high cave, in which
date carvings provided evidence of
previous occupants.

Many legends have built up around these caves and it is undoubtedly true that
they were used by smugglers in the past, but theories that this one leads to St
Hilary’s Church or even Bidston Hill do not hold up. There is evidence from
the date carvings that they were used to hide in and even live in at times. Dates
as early as the 1600s can be seen carved into the walls and 1732 crops up a few
times. Despite this particular cave leading only a couple of hundred yards, Ian
told us of others in the vicinity. There is a metal trap door under his dining
room floor which was frequently used in the past for access from the Red and
Yellow Noses on the sea front into the house. This could extend further inland
but is sealed now.

After a particularly bad rain storm earlier in the year, there was extensive
damage to Ian’s property as the caves flooded and flag stones from his
courtyard descended into the caves below. He has persevered,  removed debris
and fought with insurance companies to be able to restore everything to its
previous state so that our past history can be preserved for future generations.

All twenty Wallasey Group members successfully returned from their
expedition and were very grateful to Ian Cubbin for the entertaining and
informative tour. He is hoping to be able to open the caves in aid of charity in
the future to allow others to share the experience.
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Please check the label on the mailing envelope.
This shows your membership number and
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need to be aligned to 1st July—please ensure
your subscription amount (see last page of
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mailing agency. If you change your postal or
email address, please advise Maurice Stokes.

If you do not wish your address to be
stored on the Society’s computer database
of members’ interests, then please inform
the membership renewals officer (see
inside front cover).

The "M" Team
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Deceased Members

Our condolences to the family and friends of these late society members:

Bill Thacker, member 1875.
Bill had been a member of the society for many years, and a stalwart in the
Computer Club. He was also a member of the Guild of One-Name Studies, and
had been a volunteer at Cheshire Archives for nearly twenty years.

Keith Musgrave, a former Northwich group leader.
Keith became Northwich group leader in June 1985, when average attendance
at meetings was 34 out of a membership of 76. Standing down in October 1987
in order to concentrate on his political career, Keith went on to represent
Hartford on the Vale Royal Borough Council for twenty-three years, becoming
Mayor of Vale Royal Borough in 1998.
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New Members

We welcome the following new members to our society and wish them success
with their research:
9328 UN Mr M LOWCOCK Merseyside
9336 BR Mr Raymond SHELDON Cheshire
9344 UN Mrs L A & Mr K CROSSLEY Canada
9346 UN Derek POTT Thailand
9357 UN Mrs J A PEPPERELL New Zealand
9368 BR Mr J M E BARLOW West Yorkshire
9369 UN Mrs H BATCHELOR Berkshire
9374 UN Mrs B BLAKEY Lincolnshire
9387 UN Mrs J BROWN Norfolk
9390 UN Mrs M E CAPPER Shropshire
9414 UN Mrs Lesley R EVANS Hampshire
9418 UN Mr D H FOSTER-SMITH West Midlands
9423 BR Miss K GOODY Cheshire
9425 UN Miss S GRAVES South Yorkshire
9428 UN Mrs V HADLEY Herefordshire
9435 UN A J HOLLAND Greater Manchester
9443 UN Mr G T HULME Greater Manchester
9453 UN Mrs Lynn JOHNSTON Cheshire
9457 UN Mr J LEE Bristol
9459 SA Norine LOFTUS Greater Manchester
9461 UN Mrs V E LYNE Derbyshire
9465 UN Miss P MIDDLETON Greater Manchester
9475 UN Mrs C A NODEN Kent
9476 SA Christine NORTH Greater Manchester
9481 UN Mr I C PIDGEON Hertfordshire
9495 UN Mrs P J SANDERSON Essex
9504 UN Mrs J F SMITH Cheshire
9525 UN Mr D S WHITE Cheshire
9529 UN Mrs J WILLIAMSON Derbyshire
9535 UN Kathleen & William ALLEN Greater Manchester
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9553 UN Robin STOCKS West Yorkshire
9578 UN Jacqueline PENNANCE Cheshire
9579 UN Julie HUNSTONE Australia
9580 UN Nicky BILLINGTON Merseyside
9581 UN Mrs Elsie Mavis PARR Cheshire
9582 NA Mrs Jill D GREEN Cheshire
9583 UN Liz CALDER Cheshire
9584 UN Very Revd Gavin YATES New Zealand
9585 BE Barbara THOMAS Merseyside
9586 BE Susan & Stuart BURNHAM Cheshire

9587 MC Mrs Susan HENDERSON-
ARMSTRONG Cheshire

9588 MC Mrs Sue MOORES Cheshire
9589 UN Mrs Janice ROWNTREE Cheshire
9590 TS Gillian MELTON Lancashire
9591 UN Ellen BILLINGTON Cheshire
9592 CH Rachel POOLE Cheshire
9594 UN Michael JOHNSON Lancashire
9596 UN James COWAN Renfrewshire
9597 UN Michael WHITE Hertfordshire
9598 UN Mary STEPHENS Essex
9599 TS Ms Brenda TUNSTALL Lancashire
9601 NO Elaine BAGLEY Cheshire
9602 UN Nick SCHOMMER USA
9603 UN Howard LAWLESS Cheshire
9604 UN Brian WALLEY Cheshire
9605 UN Mr Alan WALTON Hertfordshire
9607 UN Rowena TUCKER Cambridgeshire
9608 UN Patricia BEAUMONT Suffolk
9609 AS Mr Ian MOSS Cheshire
9610 WW Neil GARLAND Merseyside
9611 UN Mrs Kathryne K BURR Canada
9612 UN Laurie WARDLE USA
9613 UN Mrs Vivienne CLIFF Pembrokeshire
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Both locations offer free access to FindMyPast, The Genealogist and Ancestry
websites, and hold a large collection of microfilms, microfiche, books and
documents. Manned by experienced volunteers, visitors can obtain help and
advice on family and local history research. Do you have your own microfiche
but no reader? Bring them to us and view them using our fiche readers!

CREWE FAMILY HISTORY UNIT

2nd Floor, Municipal Building,
Earle Street, Crewe, CW1 2BJ
Tel 01270 685699

The Municipal Building is situated near
the market and opposite Memorial
Square and the old library. Crewe
Register Office is in the same building.

All visitors must sign in and out at reception. You will be directed to the second
floor; a lift is available.

FREE access to FindMyPast, Ancestry and The Genealogist
Local parish registers on film - extensive library of books

Crewe and District and South East Cheshire local history archives
See the Crewe FHU Library Holdings lists on the FHSC website

Usual opening hours:
10am-4pm Monday and Tuesday and one Saturday morning monthly.
For dates, see this issue’s Research Centre News, or the FHSC website.

Please refer to the FHSC website www.fhsc.org.uk for changes.

Non-members visiting for
the first time will be offered
(for a small donation) time
with a volunteer to explain
the facilities available and
advice on family history
research. Membership of
the Society is encouraged
for further visits.

The Society’s Family History 
Research Centres

www.fhsc.org.uk
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MOBBERLEY FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH CENTRE

Rajar Building, Town Lane,
Mobberley, WA16 7ER
Tel: 01565 872210

The Rajar Building is situated on the corner
of Town Lane (A5085) and Ilford Way. The
entrance is at the front of the building on
Town Lane, and the Research Centre is on
the first floor (access by stairs - no lift). 

FREE help and advice from our experienced duty volunteers
FREE access to FindMyPast, Ancestry and The Genealogist

Local parish registers on film (some of which are not available online)
Extensive library of books on all topics, covering many areas of the UK

(See the Mobberley Library Holdings lists on the FHSC website)
Searchable digital archive of family history magazine back-issues and data

Nominal charge for printing and photocopying
Large tree printing, fiche/film and A2 scanning available – please enquire.

Usual opening hours: Monday-Friday 10am-4pm; closed on bank holidays.
Please refer to the FHSC website www.fhsc.org.uk for changes.

Admission charges apply.
Non-members welcome but preferably should phone in advance. Non-member
entry fee £5, refundable on joining the Society on day of visit.
FREE hot drinks. Sandwiches and snacks may be purchased nearby.

Bus stop (Bucklow Ave) nearby for the half-hourly D&G Bus no. 88 from
Knutsford to Altrincham via
Wilmslow; journey time 10 mins
from Knutsford, 22 mins from
Wilmslow. See www.dgbus.co.uk.

Suggested on-street parking on
Ilford Way, Marion Drive, and on
Pavement Lane, across the road
from the Rajar Building.
Also, at weekends only, park at
a business park in Goostrey Way,
second right off Ilford Way.

www.fhsc.org.uk
www.dgbus.co.uk
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES
UK INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP with a printed CHESHIRE ANCESTOR - £18.00
UK INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP with an electronic CHESHIRE ANCESTOR - £13.00
UK FAMILY GROUP MEMBERSHIP (all at the same address)

Above rates plus £2.00 per family
OVERSEAS MEMBERSHIP with an electronic CHESHIRE ANCESTOR -     £13.00
Special arrangements will be made for overseas members who need a printed copy.
The Society year commences on 1st July.
Membership commences on the day of receipt of an application.

New members joining between 1st July and the following 31st March inclusive will•
receive all four journals of that society year; renewal date is 1st July following
joining date.
New members joining between 1st April and 30th June will receive a•
complimentary journal; renewal date is 1st July the following year.
Cheques, etc., should be made payable to “FHS of Cheshire”.
Please ensure your payment date on your standing order is set to 1st July.

New member applications should be sent to Membership Enrolments:
Mrs Sue McNulty, 59 Cedarway, Bollington, Macclesfield SK10 5NR

Renewals, or changes of address, should be sent to Membership Renewals:
Maurice Stokes, 19 North Drive, High Legh, Knutsford WA16 6LX

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Maps: OS data © Crown copyright and database rights 2016.

ITEMS FOR THE CHESHIRE ANCESTOR
FINAL copy dates are the 15th day of January, April, July or October.
The earlier material is submitted, the more help it is to the editor.
Articles accepted digitally (in MS Word or Open Office format) on disk or by email, or
as typescript or manuscript. Suggested length 1000-2000 words.
Please email images as separate files in JPG format, preferably scanned at 300dpi, and
do not post original photos.
Publication is at the discretion of the editor and is subject to space being available;
unused items may be carried over to a later issue.
Please include your name and membership number or postal/email address.

ADVERTISING RATES
Advertisements are accepted for publication at the following rates per issue, with a
discount when the same copy is run in four consecutive issues:

Full page: £47 per issue; £170 for 4 issues
Half-page: £25 per issue;   £90 for 4 issues
Quarter-page: £14 per issue;   £50 for 4 issues

Please send a cheque payable to “FHS of Cheshire” to the Treasurer, enclosing a
stamped,self-addressed envelope if a receipt is required. Advertising copy to be emailed
or sent by post to the Editor, preferably as a pdf file (addresses inside front cover).
Note: final copy dates for adverts are TWO MONTHS prior to publication date, i.e. 1st January
for the March issue and so on.
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GROUP FOCUS
Members may attend the meetings of any of the Society’s groups.
If travelling some distance to attend a particular talk, please check with
the FHSC website or the group leader in case of a last-minute change.

CONGLETON GROUP

In this edition
The Life of Captain Kerfoot Janion of Runcorn
A 1917 Bramhall Wedding   The Walls of Jericho

A Misleading Monumental Inscription   Probate Disputes
A Holiday to the Isle of Wight in 1906 and more...

The Congleton Group meets at
7.30pm on the third Tuesday of each
month in Congleton Library, Market
Square, Congleton, CW12 1ET.

Ample parking is available nearby,
and access to the Library is by the
lower entrance.

See page 68 for full details.

Future Congleton Group Meetings

19th Sep AGM, followed by Workshop – Resources Revisited
17th Oct Unearthing Cheshire's Quaker Community: a peek into the

archives of the local Society of Friends – Claire Moores
21st Nov Christmas in the Workhouse – Chris Makepeace
December NO MEETING

We hope to see you soon!
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