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SEE YOU AT ALEXANDRA PALACE 
Noel Evans  

BFHS will have a stand at Family Tree Live (Alexandra Palace, London, 
17-18 April).  If you are going to the show (which we strongly recommend) 
please come and say “Hello”, especially if you are a member who cannot get to 
our meetings in Bedford.  We are expecting that our specialist Bedfordshire 
Researcher will be there and we will have a selection of second hand books as 
well as our own publications for sale. 
 
We are also expecting to be at the Buckinghamshire Family History Fair on 
25 July.  See the June Journal for confirmation and more details.           � 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bedfordshire Family History Society now has a presence on Facebook 

for news and discussions visit 
www.facebook.com/BedfordshireFamilyHistorySociety 

THE  FRONT  COVER  ILLUSTRATION 
Eversholt Church and a Naughty Wager 
 
Eversholt is remarkable for the number of its “ends”. In other words, it is a 
scattered parish, but a very pleasant one.  It is well wooded, and its name 
means, in Old English, the holt, or wood, of the wild boar.  The church, which 
is dedicated to St John the Baptist, combines several styles, the interior 
containing some good specimens of English and Decorated work, whilst most 
of the structure is Perpendicular.  The bells are sweet-toned, and there is a 
tradition that Handel was once driving through Eversholt when the bells were 
ringing, and was so charmed with them that he bade his coachman stop while 
he listened.  The weathercock, like that of St Paul’s, Bedford, has a bullet-hole 
in its tail.  There is a story that the shot which caused the hole was fired by a 
man from the first-floor window of the “Green Man” (seen on the left of the 
picture) for a wager. 
  
This illustration and text are taken from ‘Our Heritage: A Bedfordshire Sketch 
Book’ drawings by G Alan Fortescue FRIBA, notes by ‘Touchstone’, published 
1943.            � 
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6 MAR BEDFORDSHIRE’S SECRET WAR JEAN YATES 

27 MAR THE 1939 REGISTER JOHN HANSON 

1 MAY THE BROOKSES OF FLITWICK 
MANOR 

RICHARD 
MORGAN 

5 JUN AGM + HOW TO USE THE ONLINE 
CATALOGUES AT THE RECORDS 
OFFICE 

PAMELA BIRCH 

3 JUL THE PYGHTLE WORKS, BAILLE 
SCOT AND SIR ALBERT 
RICHARDSON 

DAVID FOWLER 

4 SEP FROM JOHN BUNYAN TO 
MALCOLM STEWART: CHANGES 
IN THE BEDFORDSHIRE 
LANDSCAPE FROM 1650 TO 2000 

BRIAN KERR 

9 OCT TRACING A 16TH AND 17TH 
CENTURY FAMILY TREE 

CELIA HERITAGE 

PROGRAMME 

MEETING  VENUE 
MARK RUTHERFORD SCHOOL, 

WENTWORTH DRIVE, BEDFORD MK41 8PX (by Mowsbury Park) 

Doors open at 19:00, talk commences at 19:30 
Bookstall and library also available 

FUTURE  MEETING  DATES  2020/21 
2020:  6 NOV, 4 DEC 

2021:  8 JAN, 12 FEB, 5 MAR 

(Note: underlined dates do not follow the “first Friday of the month” pattern) 
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CO-ORDINATOR / EDITOR NEEDED FOR FUTURE JOURNALS 
An appeal from Noel Evans, Chairman 

We are very grateful to Maureen Hall for volunteering to co-ordinate and edit 
this issue of the Journal and she has now agreed to do the June issue too.  I 
must emphasise that she made it clear from the start that she was only 
volunteering as a short term measure.  We still need a volunteer to do the 
following one (September) and, hopefully, the ones after that.   
 
This and previous issues have been produced using Publisher 2010.  If you are 
familiar with using Publisher but do not have it on your computer we can 
provide a copy of Office 2010 which includes it.  Previous issues are available 
to use as a template but you can use another editing program that you already 
have if you wish.  Whatever editing program you use you would have to 
produce a PDF file suitable for printing.  (Just ‘save as PDF’ in Publisher.) 
 
You would receive the contributions from members by email and after 
assembling them into the Journal send the PDF to me by email first to 
proofread and, after any necessary corrections, to me again to send on to the 
printers.  As we send files by email you do not have to live in or near Bedford.  
The previous editor lives “Somewhere in England” but it is equally possible 
from anywhere in the world.  (Please use ‘English (UK)’ spelling.)   
 
We have considered the possibility of using a professional editing company but 
I think that if we did so we would still need a Journal Co-ordinator familiar 
with our Journal to receive the contributions and collect them together to send 
on to the editors.  
 
Use of email is needed for either of the roles above. If you have any queries 
about this or wish to offer help, please contact the Secretary, Lynn Manning, or 
me.  You can write using our PO Box address or send an email to 
chairman@bfhs.org.uk or secretary@bfhs.org.uk or alternatively you can 
talk to us at meetings.                   � 

INTERESTING  PHOTOGRAPHS 

Do you have any photographs of interest to Family Historians that 
you would be willing to share with our members and the general 
public? 

We are always looking to enhance our web site (and Journal), so if 
you do have a relevant photograph(s) and you are willing to have it/
them listed on the BFHS web page on our ‘Local Interest/
Photographs’ page, please forward them to treasurer@bfhs.org.uk 
together with a short descriptive text about the photo. 

       Peter Sharp, Treasurer 
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Good news, we are improving our service to members, particularly for 
members who are unable to attend the talks presented at our monthly meetings. 
  
To bring the value of our talks to our wider audience we have made a start with 
recording the January and February meetings. 
  
The videos may be viewed by following the link in the Members’ Portal of our 
website www.bfhs.org.uk. 
  
Please refresh the various pages to ensure that you display the latest update 
of that page.  
  
If you do not already have access to the Members’ Portal, please follow the 
instructions on the drop down page under ‘Members Only’.  You will need 
your membership number.  If you do not know it (it is on the postal label if you 
get a printed journal) please email treasurer@bfhs.org.uk. 
  
The video of the January meeting presents a talk by Mrs Margaret Butt entitled 
‘Convict in the Family: Hanging or Transportation’ and the February meeting 
is ‘St Ethelreda’s home in Bedford’ by Sister Hazel.  We are grateful to both 
speakers for giving us permission to record their talks and make them available 
to BFHS members. 
  
With the permission of future speakers we plan to record more meetings, so 
keep checking the website. 
  
We are looking into ways of improving the audio recording of the talk. 
  
As agreed with the speakers, the video will probably only be available for a 
limited time of 1–2 months.  The January and February videos will be available 
until the end of March. 
  
If you have any suggestions or comments about the videos, please let us know 
by sending an email to bfhs@bfhs.org.uk. 
  
We hope you find the recordings interesting and enjoyable.              � 
   

VIDEOS OF THE TALKS PRESENTED AT OUR MEMBERS’ MEETINGS  
Peter Sharp  
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LIBRARY NEWS  
John Partridge, Librarian  

New Acquisitions 
 
Class  10 

Henry John Sylvester Stannard and his daughter Theresa Sylvester Stannard 
Richard Morgan 
Bedfordshire Local History Association, 2018 
The author gave a talk on the life and works of Bedford watercolour artists 
Henry John Sylvester Stannard (1870-1951) and his daughter Theresa Sylvester 
Stannard (1898-1947) at our December BFHS meeting.  This booklet details 
the life and achievements of these two artists over the years.  
 
Class  10   

The Cirket Family of Elstow 
Alan F Cirket 
Privately published, 2019 
An account of the Cirket family in the various spellings of that surname, who 
arrived in Elstow around the 1780s. The original document was written by 
Alan F Cirket who worked in Bedfordshire County Record Office from 1936 to 
1983, except for war service. The family history was later completed by his 
son, Stuart Cirket who has donated a copy to our library.    
 
Beds FHS Facebook page 
 
In December’s journal I reported that we had 801 ‘likes’ as at 21 October 2019. 
We have attracted more interest and now have 816 ‘likes’ and 910 followers as 
at 23 January 2020.                   � 

 

BEDFORDSHIRE LOCAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION 
 

BLHA AGM and Summer County History Seminar 
Hosted by Bedfordshire Historical Record Society (BHRS) 

supported by BAALHS 
 

Saturday 20 June 2020 
Priory Methodist Church, Bedford MK41 9QJ 

 

Advance booking is essential.  Further information is available from the 
BLHA website www.bedfordshire-lha.org.uk. 
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BEDFORDSHIRE 
 

Buckinghamshire, Northamptonshire, Huntingdonshire 
 

Family and Local History Research (including Probate Transcriptions) 
undertaken by 

 
COLIN DAVISON 

66 Sudeley Walk, BEDFORD 
Bedfordshire MK41 8JH 

England 
Tel:  (01234) 364956 

Email:  colinndavison@gmail.com 
 

Member of the  
Association of Genealogists & Researchers in Archives 

 
Professional Service Offered.  All Enquiries Welcome 

MEMBERS 
DON’T  MISS  OUT! 

The Friday night meetings of the 
BFHS offer members instructive, 
interesting and often amusing talks 
on subjects that fascinate all 
interested in history and genealogy 
in general, and are usually 
particularly relevant to those with a 
Bedfordshire heritage. 

If you are not currently attending 
them you are missing out – not just 
on the talks and lectures, but on 
accessing a wide range of resources 
and a pool of knowledge. 

Why not come along? 
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One of the most frequent questions to the Society has been the lack of articles 
for beginners in family history.  I am hoping to rectify this with a series of 
articles that may help new and old members alike.  I would welcome 
comments.  I apologise to members who do not own a PC. 
 
Beginning your search for your ancestors online is never a bad idea.  It is easy, 
accessible and you can start straight away.  The internet has resources such as 
records containing vital data and other information on people’s ancestors but 
also useful advice and links to other sources.  For beginners who are used to 
the internet you can search easily using the engines and boxes.  However there 
are also guides to using the internet for genealogical searches and particular, 
key genealogical sites.  However, you should be aware that there are some 
pitfalls when searching for ancestors online and it should by no means be your 
only line of enquiry.  Probably the biggest mistake that beginners make when 
searching their ancestry for free is using the word “Free” as a search term.  If 
you use terms like “free ancestry” or “free genealogy”, you are going to 
receive anywhere from two to ten million results; and 99.9% of them will not 
be free at all.  It is better to use terminology such as “free access vital record” 
or “no cost genealogy”.  This type of free online ancestry search will return 
results that are genuinely free to use. 
  
One big mistake is to think if your surname is spelt in a certain way that it has 
always been the case.  They say “my surname has always been spelt this way, 
so they can’t possibly be anything to do with me”, oh how wrong they are. 
  
Many church transcriptions from the 1500s to the 1750s have been transcribed 
from Latin or Secretary Hand.  You can acknowledge the possibility of error 
by varying your searches.  Trying different spellings of names by changing 
vowels, substituting ‘y’ for vowels and putting in letters found next to that 
letter on keyboards.  You could also try spelling the name phonetically as 
people were less well educated in earlier times.  Sometimes it can be difficult 
to find people because you may know someone by a different name as they 
used their middle name or a pet name  
 
One of the first set of records you will look at is census records.  
 
Why can’t I find my ancestor? 
 
There can be many reasons why you cannot find somebody on a census return.  
Information can be missed or altered as well as learning ways to search that 
might be more successful. 
 
In the 1841 census ages of people 15 years old and over were rounded down to 

BEGINNERS’ ARTICLES 
Mary Wooldridge:  email research@bfhs.org.uk 
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the nearest fifth year.  For instance, a given age of 32 would be recorded as 30. 
(In 1851 and after the exact age is given.) There are no relationships.  The 
place of birth was shown as either in or out of the county, just a Y or N for 
born in county or not. 
 
The 1851 Census was a lot better but there were still errors as some of the 
questions asked were not fully understood.  The enumerators did not always get 
it correct but this was not always their fault as the person providing the 
information did not always know where or when a person was born, especially 
if they were servants working in a house.  In some cases the informant was 
illiterate. 
 
If you are looking at parish registers and if you are having problems it does 
help if you remember that there was a calendar change in 1752.  Other things to 
look for in these records, children being christened several years after birth or 
multiple christenings in a family, as several children were christened at once.  
If you cannot find a christening there is a chance that the child was illegitimate 
and christened under another name.  
 
Do not copy other people’s trees that you find online or if you do check the 
researcher’s sources. 
 
Sometimes your ancestors swopped names round − Margaret Catherine or 
Catherine Margaret. 
 
Another very familiar stumbling block is to follow the line of a dead child. 
Sometimes this is not discovered until a lot later down the line.  One example 
of this was for my husband’s branch of WOOLDRIDGE.  For many years it 
was thought that his line descended from a Thomas Wooldridge much further 
up his tree.  But looking at Joseph Wooldridge and Catherine HIBBLEWHITE/
KIBBLEWHITE who were his umpteenth great grandparents, this couple were 
near the top of the family tree.  Unfortunately, there are a lot of mistakes out 
there on the internet.  For example if you log in to Ancestry, you may see in 
many trees of a Joseph Wooldridge being born in Kintbury, Berkshire in either 
1721 or 1722 to a John Wooldridge.  This information came from the Church 
of Latter Day Saints and, unfortunately, they are not the most reliable source, 
their database is only a search tool, always check other sources.  Today they 
are better known for their free website Family Search, but unfortunately the 
errors have been passed over from what was in days gone by the old IGI or 
International Genealogical Index.  Returning to the Wooldridge ancestry, a few 
years ago I found that both of those Josephs died within a year of being born 
and then their mother, Frances also died quickly followed by John all within a 
couple of years.  I have told the authors of the other trees but they still remain 
steadfast with their ancestry.  Unfortunately, I have not been able to find a 
credible birth record for Joseph in any of the surrounding towns or counties. 
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Certificates and other official documents 
 
You cannot always believe what you read on these documents.  On a marriage 
certificate a lady would frequently lie about her age.  If a person was 
illegitimate a father was often invented and they were given all sorts of 
occupations.  I have a marriage certificate where a William Henry Walter 
BAYNTON is marrying a Charlotte HOGG in 1865, neither party could read or 
write, not unusual in those days.  The groom is working as a plasterer but he 
states that his father also called William Henry Walter Baynton had a Rank or 
Profession as Gentleman.  I suspect a few porkies have been told here.  But I 
have been known to be wrong and further investigation is needed.           ��
 
 

We are always on the lookout for contributions to the Journal, any size, short 
or long.  To give you some idea, a Journal page in the single-column format 
takes around 450 words to fill.  We would also welcome items shorter than a 
page.  
 
No need to worry if you are not used to writing, we are here to help.  Seeing 
your own work in print can feel like a real achievement and others will 
appreciate your effort. 
 
Simply writing down your “brick wall” can help you see the problem more 
clearly and, you never know, someone reading it may be able to help you move 
forward.  If you need ideas to get you going or would like to discuss your ideas, 
please send an email to journal@bfhs.org.uk.     � 
 

BEDFORDSHIRE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY JOURNALS ON CD 
Back copies of Journal Volumes 1 – 19 including indexes, 

in .pdf format. 
The cd contains Volumes 1 – 19 of the journal and a link to the online 

Surname Index available on our website. Each journal volume covers a 
period of two years and contains an individual index to surnames and 

subjects. 
Only £10 including UK postage and is available from: 

Noel Evans, 14 Beaulieu Way, BEDFORD, MK41 8NP 
Enquiries to bookstall@bfhs.org.uk 

WHY NOT WRITE SOMETHING FOR THE JOURNAL? 
Send to journal@bfhs.org.uk 
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Item: The aforesaid Homage upon their oath present that John 
Norton gathered fern over the Warren before sunrise contrary to 
the former order. Therefore he is in mercy of the Lord… 1s. 

Item: The aforesaid Homage upon their oath present that Anne 
Milward widow did likewise. Therefore she is in mercy of the 
Lord… 1s. 

Item: The aforesaid Homage upon their oath present that Thomas 
Usher did likewise. Therefore he is in mercy of the Lord… 
1s. 

Item: The aforesaid Homage upon their oath present that John 
Backster and Oliver Barr attempted to hunt hares with the 
greyhounds of Philip Carteret.. Therefore each one of them is 
in mercy of the Lord… vj d. 

Item: The aforesaid Homage upon their oath present that William 
Loyghton overstocked [oppressit] the commons with two 
cows. Therefore he is in mercy of the Lord… ij s. 

Item: At this Court account was given by the Homage and it was 
agreed between Philip Carteret knight and Peter Linford that 
the same Peter should himself make or cause to be made a 
good and sufficient pound consisting of five barriers 
[repagulis] and twenty feet square at the nearest end of Plumb 
lane before the feast of the Nativity of the Lord, the same 
Philip Carteret contributing the building-material and paying 
sixty shillings for the execution thereof to be paid by two 
equal portions, namely, thirty shillings after the said Peter has 
been at work on it for ten days and the other remaining thirty 
shillings after the said pound has been made. 

Item: The aforesaid Homage upon their oath present that  a certain 
parcel of arable land lying in a certain Feild called Blackwell 
Hill Field in the occupation of John Ashbolt formerly by a 
previous Homage was staked out, [the stakes] were torn out, 
and the aforesaid land was again refurrowed and annexed to 
the lands of John Osborne esquire. 

 
Orders and Pains imposed by the Homage 

[These are written in English on the original document] 
Inprimis:  
 It is ordered that noe Man shall keep above one Sheep for one 

acre of Land and Soe proportionably for a greater number and 

HAWNES COURT ROLLS 
FULL TRANSCRIPT AND TRANSLATION OF X520/273 

This is part 5 of this series, following on from part 3 in the 
September 2018 Journal (part 4 on page 22 of the March 
2019 Journal was an insert into part 3). 
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for every Cottage six Sheep and noe more on paine of 
forfeiting for default for every Sheep … iiij d. 

Item: It is ordered that noe man shall Cutt any Fearne on the 
Common Warren of Hawnes before Holly Cross Day except the 
Warriner to make Hay [Hedge[ pathes and his own lotts of 
Fearne and that there shall be but one Sith [scythe] man for 
every house and he shall not carry above one Loade on ["pain" 
omitted in original] of forfeiting for every default …v s. 

Item: It is ordered that Noebody shall keep above one Cowe upon 
the Commons for every seven acres of Land on paine of 
forfeting for every default for every Cowe …iiij s. iiijd. 

Item: It is ordered that noe Cottagers shall keep above Two Cowes 
and a Breeder upon the Commons on paine of forfeiting …v 
s. 

Item: It is ordered that noe man shall let his Hogs goe unringed on 
paine of forfeiting upon every default for every Hogg … iiij 
d. 

Item: It is ordered that the Sheep shall goe into the Tylth Feild soe 
soone as the Feilds are quite cleared of the graine and not 
before and into the Brach Feild one fortnight before 
Michaelmas and not before on paine of forfeiting upon every 
default for every sheep … iiij d. 

 [the remainder is written on the dorse] 
Item: It is ordered that every Farmer and landholder shall give A 

just accompt of the full number of the acres of land which he 
or they use or have in their occupation at or before the 25 
March next unto William Loyghton or Daniel Newman which 
men wee have chosen to be feild drivers or overseers to see 
and putt in execucon all these our orders herein expressed and 
wee doe order that if any man shall refuse or neglect to give a 
just accomp[t] of his said acres of land aforesaid that that 
man for that default shall forfeit and pay .. x s. 

     William Loyghton and Daniel Newman, feild drivers. 
 
 
Manor of Hawnes:  Orders and ByLawes made and agreed upon 

by [the] Jury and Homage att the Court Leet and Court Baron 
holden for the said Mannour the fourteenth day of October in 
the fifth yeare of the raigne of our Soveraigne Lady Anne 
Queen over England etc. A.D. one thousand seven hundred 
and six before Charles Dymoke, gentleman 

 
Imprimis:   
 It is ordered that no Tenant of the Mannour or his or her 

Undertenants shall cut any Ferne on the common Warren of 
Hawnes in the night time or before sun rising on paine to 
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forfeite to the Lady of the Mannour foe every offence … v s. 
Item: It is ordered that no Tenant of this Mannour or his or her 

Undertena[nts] shall keepe or suffer to be kept on the 
Commons of this Mannour above one sheepe fo[r] one acre 
of Land so proporcionably for a greater number of acres nor 
above six sheepe for a Cottage on paine of forfeiting to the 
Lady of the Mannour for every sheepe kept or putt there 
above that stint …iiij d. 

Item: It is ordered that no Tenant of this Mannour or his or her 
Undertenants (except the Warrener for the time being  to 
make hay pathes and his own lotts of ferne) shall cut any 
Ferne on the common Warren of Hawnes before Holly crosse 
or Holy rood day in any yeare ensueing and that there shall be 
butt one sithesman or mower nor more than one Load of 
Ferne cut in one yeare for one house and that the Cottagers 
shall have Liberty to take their lotts or parts first on paine of 
forfeiting to the Lady of the Mannour for every offence 
committed contrary to this order .. v s. 

Item: It is ordered that no Tennant of this Mannour shall keepe 
upon the commons of or belonging to the said Mannour 
above one Cow for every seven acres of Land within the 
same Mannour on paine of forfeiting to the Lady of the 
Mannour for every offence comitted for every Cow kept or 
suffered to be kept there contrary to this order …iiij s. iiij d. 

Item: It is ordered that no Cottager within this Mannour shall 
keepe att any one time above two Cowes and a breeder upon 
the Commons of the said Mannour for one Cottage on paine 
of forfeiting to the Lady of the Mannour for every offence 
comitted contrary to this order … v s. 

Item: It is ordered that no Tennant of this Mannour or his or her 
Undertena[nts] shall let his hogs goe unringed on the wast or 
commons of this Mannour on paine of forfeiting to the Lady 
of the Mannour for every hogg for every time suffered so to 
goe unringed .. iiij d. 

Item: It is ordered that no Tennant of this Mannour shall putt or 
suffer his sheepe to goe into or upon the White Stubble Fields 
within this Mannour in any yeare until four dayes after all the 
graine of the said Fields in every yeare shall be all carried out 
of the same Fields nor into or upon the Pease or Breach Field 
till one fortnight before Michaelmas in every yeare on paine 
to forfeit to the Lady of the Mannour for every Sheepe putt of 
suffered to goe into or upon the same Fields respectively and 
for every time so putt or suffered to goe contrary to theis 
order … iiij d. 

 
 Examined by Charles Dymoke, Steward there.           � 
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Your committee is continually looking for ways to improve what is offered to 
members and following the useful responses from the recent Members’ 
Questionnaire, we thought how could we keep the ideas coming. 

So, to encourage more feedback from members at meetings we now have a 
suggestion box.  For members who are not able to use the suggestion box we 
invite you to email us at bfhs@bfhs.org.uk. 

Your committee appreciates any help / ideas / suggestions that you may have 
regarding any aspect of the BFHS organisation.      � 

BFHS Committee 

SUGGESTION  BOX 



Registered Charity Number 281677 
A member of the Federation of Family History Societies 

 

 

�  
DOES YOUR JOURNAL HAVE A BLACK SPOT ON THE FRONT? 
 
 
If there is a Black Spot on your Journal front cover you need to read this. 
 
The Society year runs from January to December and subscriptions are 
collected at the beginning of each New Year. 
 
The black spot on the front cover tells you that, to date, we do not appear to 
have received your subscription for 2020 and so this will be your last Journal. 
 
If you do wish to continue to be a member and receive the Journal then please 
renew your subscription immediately.  Details of subscription rates and forms 
for renewal, to be sent to the Membership Secretary via the PO Box, were 
included in the centre of the December journal.  Alternatively you can renew 
on the internet at www.genfair.co.uk. 
 
Your membership entitles you to four quarterly journals, which contain 
articles to help you with your research into your ancestors from both inside 
and outside Bedfordshire, as well as up-to-date information about what is 
going on in the Society and in the world of family history.  Information on the 
latest research aids available to members is included in the Journal, on our 
website and in the Members' Handbook (available to existing members from 
the Bookstall).  Membership also gives local members free entry to our 
monthly meetings with talks, library and bookstall. 
 
Cathy and Kevin Friend 
(Membership Secretary) 
membership@bfhs.org.uk 
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BEDFORDSHIRE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
Nominations for Executive Committee Members 

 
 
 
Name of Nominee ………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 
Name of Proposer ………………………………………………………… 
 
 
Signature of Proposer ……………………………………………………. 
 
 
Membership Number ……………………………………………………. 
 
 
 
 
Name of Seconder …………………………..…………………………… 
 
 
Signature of Seconder ….……………………………………………….. 
 
 
Membership Number …..……………………………………………….. 
 
 
 
 
Signature of Nominee ..….………………………………………………. 
 
 
Membership Number …….……………………………………….……... 
 
 
         
 
The Committee would welcome nominations for the Executive Committee, which 

must be made in writing and received by the Secretary by Friday 22 May 2020. 

Nominations must be signed by the proposer, seconder and nominee, and sent to 

the Secretary, PO Box 214, Bedford, MK42 9RX. 
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NOTIFICATION OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

The Annual General Meeting of the Society will take place on Friday 5 June 2020 

at Mark Rutherford School, Bedford at 7.30 pm. 
 

Under clause 7 (d) (iv) of the constitution, any member wishing to move a 

resolution at the meeting must give signed notice in writing, stating its terms, sent 

to The Secretary, PO Box 214, Bedford, MK42 9RX and must be received  by 

Friday 8 May 2020.  

 

NOMINATIONS FOR THE COMMITTEE  
 

Constitution 
 

The relevant section of the Constitution approved at the EGM on 7 February 2003 

relating to election of Executive Committee members reads as follows: 
 

Clause 5 

(a)  The Executive Committee shall consist of a Chairman, Secretary and 

Treasurer, together with not less than four other committee members. 

(d)  All Officers, that is Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer, will be elected by a 

simple majority at the Annual General Meeting for a period of three years and will 

then be eligible for re-election.  Any person elected to fill a casual vacancy will be 

deemed to have been elected for the remaining period of the original term only. 

(e)  Ordinary Committee Members shall be elected by a simple majority at the 

Annual General Meeting for a period of one year when they will be eligible for 

re-election. 
 
�   Officers  
 

Chairman –  Noel Evans: elected 1 June 2018, 

has served two years of the three-year period. 

Treasurer –  Peter Sharp:  elected 1 June 2018, 

has served two years of the three-year period. 

Secretary –  Lynn Manning:  elected 1 June 2018, 

has served two years of the three-year period. 

 

� Executive Committee  
 

We need nominations for at least four Committee members, preferably more. 
 

A nominations form is attached.  If you require further copies please use 

photocopies or contact the Secretary. 
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AREAS WHERE WE NEED HELP IMMEDIATELY 
 
Journal Co-ordinator 
Please see page 4 of the Journal for details. 
 
Executive Committee  
As stated in our Constitution we must have at least four Committee members. 

During 2019-20 there have been five.  We need more to keep the Society running 

properly.  It is considered a necessity for nominees to have email.  You will need 

to attend a Committee meeting held on the third Friday of every month except 

August.  Please come along, under no commitment, and see how the Committee 

works.  

 

Minutes Secretary 
We need someone to take minutes at the Committee meetings.  You would not 

have to be an elected member of the committee.  To help you we record our 

meetings. You would need a knowledge of Microsoft Word and you need to have 

email. 

 

Monumental Inscriptions Publications Officer 
We need an M.I. Co-ordinator who can compile the information collected from the 

Churchyards into a prepared Access database. A good knowledge of Microsoft 

Office is needed for this. This information will then be forwarded to the CD 

Co-ordinator for adding to the Parish Register CDs. 

 

Monumental Inscriptions Co-ordinator  
An M.I. Co-ordinator is required, someone who can organise and lead a small 

team of people to go out and collect information from Graveyards. This is usually 

a day’s activity which includes a lunch break in the local pub, making it a good 

day out.  

 

 

In all cases Microsoft Office will be provided if required.  
 

If you have any queries regarding any of these, or wish to offer help, please 

contact Chairman Noel Evans or myself.  You can write using our PO Box address 

or send an email to chairman@bfhs.org.uk or secretary@bfhs.org.uk or 

alternatively you can talk to us at meetings.  

 

Lynn Manning 

Secretary 
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This is the first of what I’m intending to be a series of stories my father told me 
about the Home Guard.  It might have been in Willington or Woburn or even 
Walmington-on-Sea but actually it was in the Bottom Right-hand Corner of 
Wales. 
 
During World War II my father, Percy Evans, was in the Home Guard.  I don’t 
remember him in uniform or going out ‘on duty’ (I was only 3 at the end of the 
war) but I remember him telling stories about the local Home Guard as I grew 
up.  It’s time I wrote down these stories, as well as I can remember them, 
before they are lost for ever.  Some of them you might well imagine could have 
been the basis for scripts for the BBC TV’s ‘Dad’s Army’ but I assure you that 
I was told them long before those broadcasts. 
 
These events took place in Portskewett, Monmouthshire, and Sudbrook, which 
is in the same parish.  My father’s platoon had a storage hut at Sudbrook, I 
think in the pumping station yard, and would keep lookout over the Severn 
Estuary from the pumping station.   
 
Law and Order 
 
One evening one of the platoon was on his way home from work.  He was 
cycling from Crick to Portskewett but he was cycling without lights.  As he 
passed the cross roads, ‘Crossways’, where Crick Road crosses what is now the 
B4245 the local policeman jumped out of the hedge and apprehended him for 
having no lights. 
 
A few nights later this soldier was on sentry duty somewhere along the main 
road through Portskewett.  He was standing with rifle ready and bayonet fixed 
when he heard a cyclist approaching.  Although it was dark he knew full well 
that it was the policeman.  It was the sort of village where everyone knew 
everyone else and this wasn’t impaired by the lack of lighting.  (To clarify, it 
wasn’t that the street lights had been blacked out; there never had been any 
street lights.  The villagers were used to the dark.)  Now, whatever the rule 
book said the usual exchange between these two would have been something 
like, “Hello mate, everything all right?” “Yeah.  No problems tonight.”  But not 
this time.  The soldier issued the traditional challenge, “ ’Alt.  Who goes 
there?” and back came the traditional answer, “Shurrup you silly ***** ”.  
Whereupon the soldier levelled his rifle and pushed the bayonet into the front 
wheel of the bicycle, catching it against the front fork and sending the 
policeman sprawling over the handle bars.  The policeman could take no action 
against the soldier.  He had followed orders to the letter.            � 

MY DAD’S ARMY 
Noel Evans 
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Ampthill † * £15 2 
Arlesey £20 2 
Aspley Guise † £15 3 
Astwick † £10 2 
Barton £15 3 
Battlesden £10 2 
Bedford St Cuthbert †* £15 2 
Bedford St John * £15 2 
Bedford St Mary † * £15 2 
Bedford St Paul † * £25 2 
Bedford St Peter * £10 2 
Biddenham † £10 2 
Biggleswade † * £15 2 
Billington † £10 2 
Bletsoe £10 2 
Blunham † * £15 2 
Bolnhurst £10 2 
Bromham † £10 2 
Caddington † £15 1 
Campton & Shefford † * £20 2 
Cardington † * £15 2 
Carlton † * £10 2 
Chalgrave £15 1 
Chellington  £15 2 
Clapham † £10 2 
Clifton £20 2 

Clophill † £15 2 
Cockayne Hatley £10 2 
Colmworth † £10 1 
Cople † £10 1 
Cranfield † * £15 2 
Dean † * £15 1 
Dunstable † * £15 2 
Dunton † £15 2 
Eaton Bray £20 2 
Eaton Socon † * £25 2 
Edworth † £10 1 
Elstow † £15 2 
Eversholt † £15 1 
Everton £10 2 
Eyeworth £10 2 
Farndish † £10 1 
Felmersham † * £10 2 
Flitton * £15 2 
Flitwick £10 1 
Goldington £10 2 
Great Barford † £15 2 
Harlington † £10 2 
Harrold * £10 2 
Haynes † £20 1 
Henlow † £10 1 
Higham Gobion £10 2 

BEDFORDSHIRE PARISH RECORDS ON CD 
 

See also details of the Surnames Index CD to all parishes 
 

CDs for all 128 ancient Bedfordshire parishes are now available from:  
Noel Evans, 14 Beaulieu Way, BEDFORD, MK41 8NP 

 

or bookstall@bfhs.org.uk – details of CD contents:  www.bfhs.org.uk 
 

Each CD contains, for one parish: 
All Parish Register transcripts up to 1812 (images) 

Searchable Indexes to the Parish Registers for:  
Baptisms at least 1813-1851 (some parishes all up to 1851);  

all Marriages up to 1837; and all Burials to 1851 
The relevant 1851 Census Index for Bedfordshire (images) 

 

CDs marked † also contain Monumental Inscriptions (MIs)  
from a graveyard in the parish (church, chapel or cemetery). 

Those marked * contain records from the registers or graveyards of 
Non-Conformist chapels in the parish;  

photographs and other records are included as available. 
‡ Holwell: MIs and Burials only, not Registers (now in Herts) 

Parish                         Price  Issue (Recent updates marked in bold) 
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Hockliffe † * £10 2 
Holwell † ‡   £5 1 
Houghton Conquest † * £15 1 
Houghton Regis * £15 2 
Hulcote † £10 2 
Husborne Crawley † £20 2 
Kempston £15 3 
Kensworth † £15 2 
Keysoe † * £15 2 
Knotting £10 2 
Langford £15 2 
Leighton Buzzard † * £20 3 
Lidlington † £10 2 
Little Barford † £10 1 
Little Staughton † * £10 2 
Lower Gravenhurst £10 2 
Luton † * £30 2 
Marston Moretaine † £15 2 
Maulden † * £15 1 
Melchbourne † £10 1 
Meppershall † £10 1 
Millbrook £15 2 
Milton Bryan † £10 2 
Milton Ernest † £10 2 
Northill † £15 2 
Oakley † £10 2 
Odell † £10 2 
Old Warden † £15 2 
Pavenham £10 2 
Pertenhall £15 1 
Podington £15 1 
Potsgrove † £10 2 
Potton † * £20 2 
Pulloxhill £10 2 
Ravensden † £10 2 
Renhold £10 2 
Ridgmont † * £15 2 
Riseley £10 2 
Roxton † * £10 2 
Salford † £10 2 
Sandy † * £15 1 
Sharnbrook £10 2 
Shelton † £10 1 

Shillington † £15 2 
Souldrop † £10 2 
Southill † * £20 2 
Stagsden † £15 1 
Stanbridge * £10 2 
Steppingley † £10 2 
Stevington † * £10 2 
Stotfold † * £10 2 
Streatley † £10 2 
Studham £15 1 
Sundon † £10 1 
Sutton £15 2 
Swineshead † £10 2 
Tempsford † £10 2 
Thurleigh £10 1 
Tilbrook  £10 2 
Tilsworth † * £10 1 
Tingrith † £10 2 
Toddington † * £15 2 
Totternhoe * £15 1 
Turvey † * £20 1 
Upper Gravenhurst £10 1 
Upper Stondon £10 1 
Westoning † £10 2 
Whipsnade † £10 1 
Wilden † £15 1 
Willington † £10 1 
Wilstead † £20 2 
Woburn † * £20 1 
Wootton £15 2 
Wrestlingworth † £15 2 
Wymington £10 1 
Yelden † £10 1 

Prices include UK or overseas post and packing.  The cost of a full set of Parish 
CDs is £1,250. 
 

Some baptism indexes only cover the period 1813-1851, but as more stocks are 
needed, they will be updated to include the full period from the start of 
registers.  This also applies to the issue of new MI listings.  Any revised CDs 
will be indicated by the issue number.  Complete details of the content of each 
CD may be found on the Society website:  www.bfhs.org.uk  � 
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GLEANINGS  FROM  LOCAL  NEWSPAPERS 
John Partridge 

More Affiliation Orders, Bastardy and Putative Fathers 
(continued from the December 2019 Journal) 
 
In 1844 an amendment made to the New Poor Laws, known as the Bastardy 
Clause, was enacted, which reinstated the woman’s right to sue the father of 
her bastard child. This right had been abolished in the earlier New Poor Laws 
enacted in 1834. 

  

The following are more extracts from the Bedford Mercury which give details 
of persons making claims against the alleged father of their illegitimate child. I 
have then expanded on that detail using parish records and census returns to 
establish who was that child. 
 
From Bedford Mercury 24 April 1847 
Ampthill Petty Sessions. Bastardy: Edward COOK of Cranfield was summoned 
by Lucy BAKER, a widow of the same place, to show cause why he should not 
be adjudged to be the putative father of her illegitimate child, which he failed 
in doing, and was ordered to pay 1s 3d per week plus £1 0s 3d the cost of the 
order. 
Lucy BUNYON age 20 married James Baker age 22 at Cranfield on 27 Feb 
1838. On the 1841 census living in Cranfield is Lucy Baker age 20 straw 
plaiter with son Benjamin age 2 who was baptised at Cranfield on 30 Jun 1839, 
there is no sign of husband James. A James Baker was buried at Cranfield on 
16 Feb 1845 age 28. On the 1851 census living in Church Lane Cranfield is 
Lucy Baker widow age 30, hat maker, with sons Benjamin age 12, John age 6 
and William age 4. Later Lucy Baker age 43 married James BILLINGTON at 
Cranfield on 28 May 1860. 
    
From Bedford Mercury 7 August 1847 
Bletsoe Petty Sessions. William BALL of Pavenham was adjudged to be the 
putative father of the bastard child of Fanny TOLE, of the same place, and was 
ordered to pay 1s 6d a week towards the maintenance of the said child. 
There is a baptism at Pavenham of Emma Ball Tole on 15 July 1849, mother 
Fanny Tole, single woman.  On the 1851 census living at Pavenham are Robert 
and Ann To(o)le, and their daughter Fanny Tole age 25 lacemaker, and grand 
children Emma age 5 and Robert age 1. There is another baptism at Pavenham 
on 13 Apr 1851 of Henry Robert Tole, mother Fanny Tole, lacemaker. Fanny 
Tole father Robert Tole, married James WARD, father William Ward, at 
Pavenham on 21 Nov 1851.  The 1861 census in Pavenham has James and 
Fanny Ward, son Robert age 11 plus three younger children.    
 
From Bedford Mercury 4 September  1847 
Bedford Petty Sessions. Affiliation: John PAIN of Oakley, blacksmith was 
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adjudged to be the father of an illegitimate child of Lydia CLARK of Bromham, 
he having allowed her 1s 6d per week from birth until lately, and an order was 
made for the continuance of that payment. 
There is a baptism at Bromham of Lydia Clark in 1825. She married at age 26 
Thomas TYSOE at Bromham on 6 Apr 1851 her father is John Clarke. On the 
1851 census before that marriage, Lydia Clark age 26 is living at Bromham 
with widowed mother Hannah and her four brothers plus a child Eliza age 5. 
There is a baptism at Bromham on 7 Sept 1845 of Eliza Clarke, mother Lydia, 
lacemaker. On the 1861 census are Thomas and Lydia Tysoe both age 36 with 
two children and living with them is her widowed mother Hannah. I found 
Eliza Clark age 15 servant, living in St Mary’s Bedford as niece to Lydia’s 
brother James Clark and family.  Eliza Clark age 19 married Daniel 
DICKENSON at Bromham on 18 Feb 1864.  
 
From Bedford Mercury 5 February 1848 
Bedford Petty Sessions. Bastardy: A female named Ann GALING of Pavenham, 
charged John PAIN of Oakley, blacksmith, with being the father of her 
illegitimate child, and applied for an order of affiliation to be made upon him 
for the maintenance of her child. The defendant denied that the child was his 
and insinuated that the complainant was a young woman of ‘easy virtue’. The 
mother of the latter deposed to the fact of the frequent visits of the defendant 
and that she acknowledged the child was his. This corroborative testimony 
being deemed satisfactory, the defendant was adjudged to be the putative 
father of the child, and was ordered to pay 1s 3d a week towards its 
maintenance.  
It turns out her name was GEALING. Ann Gealing married Ephraim HULATT 
at Pavenham on 17 Mar 1859, she was a laundress and had no named father on 
the record. On the 1861 census in High Street Pavenham are Ephraim and Ann 
(age 38) Hulatt with 15 year old son Alfred Gealing. Back to the 1851 census 
in Pavenham is widow Abigail Gealing, plus daughter Ann age 34 lacemaker 
and 4 year old grandson Alfred. Alfred Gealing was baptised at Pavenham on 
3 Aug 1851 mother Ann, lacemaker.  He got married in Pavenham on 8 Oct 
1868 to Eliza ASKEW, where the record shows his father to be John Paine.  
 
From Bedford Mercury 8 July  1848 
Bedford Petty Sessions. Filiation: John PAYNE of Oakley was also summoned 
by Caroline BUCK of Renhold for the support of her illegitimate child, and 
ordered to pay 2s per week and £2 10s 6d expenses. This is the third child 
Payne has had sworn to him. We saw him on Monday and learned that he 
enlisted into Her Majesty’s service. 
Caroline Buck was baptised 1828 in Renhold to parents James and Sarah Buck. 
She married Joseph HARTWELL of Cople on 3 Aug 1850 at Renhold. On the 
1851 census they are living in Goldington with daughter Mary Ann aged 
6 months. On the 1861 census Joseph and Caroline Hartwell are now living in 
Bedford St Cuthbert’s but with them is 12 year old daughter Sarah Buck. On 
the 1851 census is Sarah age 2 as grand-daughter to James and Sarah Buck in 
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Renhold. When Sarah Buck got married age 26 at Bedford St Paul’s on 9 Jan 
1871 to James BRADSHAW the record shows her father as John Buck.     
 
Well John PAIN/PAYNE blacksmith of Oakley was a busy lad. He was 
baptised in Oakley on 10 Aug 1823, son of James and Elizabeth Payne. These 
are found on the 1841 census at Over End, Oakley, James was age 45 and a 
blacksmith. Son John is not with them, however with them are John and Eliza 
GARLING both age 25. A John GALIN of Pavenham married Eliza Payne at 
Oakley on 20 Apr 1840. These four are living next door to each other in 1851 
at Duck End, Oakley. It seems John Payne did enlist in Her Majesty’s service, 
as in 1851 a John Payne age 26 born Oakley, Beds is a private soldier in the 
4th Regiment living in barracks at Plymouth Citadel.         
 
From Bedford Mercury 6 November 1847 
Bedford Petty Sessions. Ann DEACON of the parish of St Peter’s Bedford, 
obtained a bastardy order against Horatio Wm CLIFTON, labourer. He was 
ordered to pay 2s a week from the period of birth up to the present time, and 
1s 6d a week in future, together with expenses amounting to 14s 6d, making a 
sum of £1 16s 6d. Clifton avowed his inability to pay the sum. 
So based on the amounts, taking off the expenses, at 2s a week from now back 
to birth would be 11 weeks, thus the child was born in August 1847. Later …. 
 
From Bedford Mercury 12 February 1848 
Bedford Petty Sessions. Disobeying an Order of Affiliation: Horatio William 
CLIFTON, of Lavendon, again appeared to answer the complaint of Ann 
DEACON of Bletsoe, now in the Union Workhouse, for neglecting to obey an 
order of affiliation. He agreed that his master, Mr C WHITWORTH of Brafield, 
should stop 3s per week out of his wages until the arrears were paid.  
Horatio William Clifton was baptised at Sharnbrook in 1823. On the 1851 
census he is lodging at High Street Lavendon, single age 26 an agricultural 
labourer. He married Mary BARRICK in Sept quarter 1852 in Newport Pagnell 
RD. I cannot find out much on Ann Deacon although she may well be named 
DEATON, as the Bedford Union Workhouse has a record of the birth of 
Samuel William, illegitimate, born 18 Aug 1847 to Ann Deaton of Bletsoe, 
baptised 19 Mar 1848. There is also a death in the Workhouse of William 
Deaton age 10 months on 24 Jun 1848 and buried at Bletsoe on 27 June. On 
1851 census there is Ann Deacon born 1826 Bletsoe, she is a straw bonnet 
sewer living in Luton.  
 
From Bedford Mercury 29 April 1848 
Bletsoe Petty Sessions. Bastardy: Sarah HORNSBY of Knotting made 
application for an order of affiliation to be made upon George SAWFOOT of 
Aldwinkle, Northants for the maintenance of her child, of which she alleged 
him to be the putative father. The defendant did not appear but was ordered to 
pay 1s 9d a week towards maintenance. 
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George SAWFORD labourer married Sarah Hornsby at Knotting on 6 Dec 
1849. On the 1851 census in Knotting Village living with Sarah’s father Joseph 
Hornsby are George (age 23) and Sarah (22) Sawford, and daughter Mary 
age 3 and son Alfred age 3 months.  
 
From Bedford Mercury 8 July  1848 
Bedford Petty Sessions. Filiation: John CHIBNALL of Bromham was 
summoned for the support of the illegitimate female child of Ann ODELL, and 
ordered to pay 1s 6d per week and 13s expenses. 
John Chibnall was baptised at Bromham in 1825 and married Mary BOSTON 
at Kempston All Saints on 15 Feb 1851. On the 1851 census John and Mary 
Chibnall with son Charles age 3 months are living at Box Side Kempston. Also 
on the 1851 census in Bromham is Ann Odell age 28 living with her widowed 
father William Odell age 60, gamekeeper and two of her brothers plus children 
Charles age 7 and John age 3. Next on the 1861 census still in Village Green 
Bromham, with William Odell age 70 is Ann Odell age 38 lace maker and 
children Charles 17, John 13, Emma 9, George 5 and Amos 2. I have not found 
a female child of Ann Odell as per the article but could it be John who was 
baptised Bromham on 1 May 1864 where the record shows mother Ann Odell, 
labourer, illegitimate born July 1848. Other Bromham baptisms on 12 Oct 1866  
of children of Anne Odell, single woman, are Emma born Jan 1852, George 
born Apr 1856 and Amos born Aug 1859. These tally with the census returns. I 
cannot find a baptism for Charles but his marriage record of 26 Dec 1871 to 
Emma BITCHENER shows he was illegitimate.       
 
From Bedford Mercury 2 September 1848 
Bletsoe Petty Sessions. Affilation. Priscilla WARREN of Riseley, charged 
Mr R TODD of Kirkley, Nottinghamshire with being the father of her 
illegitimate child. Corroborative evidence having been adduced, he was 
charged to be the putative father, and an order placed on him to pay 2s 6d per 
week towards the maintenance of her child.     
Priscilla Warren was baptised 23 Jul 1826 at Riseley, daughter of John and 
Sarah Warren. She married Charles Benjamin PARTRIDGE in Mar 1850 in 
Bedford District. On the 1851 census living in Church Lane, Riseley is Charles 
Partridge age 29 born Felmersham, coach builder with wife Priscilla age 25 
plus daughters Margretta age 3 and Frances age 8 months. They are living next 
door to her parents John and Sarah Warren and daughter Kezia, John Warren 
was licensee to the Red Lion Inn, so perhaps Mr Todd of Kirkley stopped 
there?  The 1854 PO Directory entry for Riseley lists Charles Benjamin 
Partridge, wheelwright. On the 1861 census now in St Mary’s Islington are 
Charles and Priscilla Partridge and family including 13 year old Margretha. 
There is a birth index of Margaretta Warren in Sept 1848 in Bedford RD. � 
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“I am hoping members can help with research into the following 
ancestors:  
Email: paulineshield57@gmail.com” 
Member 4270 
 

Elizabeth BODDINGTON married Benjamin NOBLE, widower, in 1792 at 
Oakley. No information on her parish in register. Elizabeth died 1839 at 
Oakley aged 66 years. Children of this marriage: Mary 1793, John 1795, 
Joseph 1798, Benjamin 1802, Mark 1805, Francis 1810, all born Oakley.  
There is a possibility she was born in Northamptonshire as Benjamin was born 
in Denford, Northamptonshire.  
 

Martha KNIGHT (born about 1747) married John DRAGE in 1768 at 
Felmersham. Their infant daughter Elizabeth died in 1771 at Felmersham. 
Martha DRAGE, widow, married Thomas CLARE, widower, at Pavenham in 
1779. Two sons from this marriage: John about 1780 and Thomas about 1784. 
Census have them both born at Pavenham. The Knight and Clare families 
appear to have been Non-Conformists. Martha married Ebenezer CAVIT in 
1796 after Thomas’s death in 1795. Martha Cavit died at Pavenham in 1821 
aged 74 years.  
 

DNA matches on Ancestry are not looking promising so I would appreciate 
any help from other members researching these families. 
 
 
Margaret Daking 
margaret.daking@gmail.com 
 

The ‘LIVETT’ family 
 

During a visit to Northern France, and a tour of the chateau St Germaine de 
Livet, I was left with numerous questions about my family’s origins and 
possible movement across the Channel to England. Wikipedia offers 
information about a number of villages with ‘Livet’ in their name in various 
counties in France. Through the centuries individuals with the Livet name had 
held distinguished positions and appeared in some instances integral to French 
history both in Normandy and wider afield. 
 

Reference in Wikipedia refers to the Henry de FERRIERES subtenants, the 
de Livets, fighting alongside him during the Battle of Hastings. William the 
Conqueror awarded his loyal supporters with land in various regions of 
England. Other Livet’s settled in London in the wave of Protestant Huguenots 
seeking refuge. The name of ‘Livet’ became Anglicised as the individuals 
settled in Great Britain, my own being to 'Livett'. 
 

Within my family in the 19th century their occupation was as Thames 

MEMBERS’ QUERIES 
Mary Wooldridge:  email research@bfhs.org.uk 
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watermen, being indentured, and then in the 20th century foreman and workers 
in the munitions depot at Woolwich Arsenal during the war years.   
 

One such waterman, my 3 x Great Grandfather, was Samuel John Felix Livett 
(1813-1865) who married Amy Mary TURNER and lived in Greenwich. Over 
the following hundred years my ancestors lived in Woolwich, Plumstead, 
Eltham, Swaffham, Eastbourne and Ramsgate. 
 

I would welcome contact with any members who have a similar interest in the 
family name. 
 
 
Georgina Clark 
email: georginabc@talktalk.net 
 

Georgina wrote "My father, Hubert Clement RAINBOW born 2/11/1914 in 
Shefford, was illegitimate.  He would never speak of his father but his 
grandmother, whom he lived with, told my mother he was a local boy. I 
assumed boy to mean 16, 17 maybe. I also felt his name was unusual so I 
looked up Hubert CLEMENTS and found one in the area born in 1897.  
I have taken a DNA test but when people cannot see a name to share they think 
we have no connection.  Of course I don’t have a name for him." 
 

Mary had a look to see what she could find on ancestry and found some 
information on a family tree.  
It had a Hubert HUCKLE married to an Annie E SCOTT in April 1936.  This 
tree had Georgina’s father described as the son of Hubert Huckle with the 
correct information, also it had a Gertrude F Rainbow dates 1896-1960 under 
Spouse and children and stating Hubert was his only child. 
When I looked under life story it reads like this "When Hubert Clement 
Rainbow and his twin brother Hubert Clement were born on 2 November 1914 
in Shefford, Bedfordshire, their father, Hubert, was 18, and their mother, 
Gertrude, was 18. He remarried a lady that we cannot mention as there is a 
chance she is still alive.  They had one child during their marriage. Hubert died 
on 2nd July 1989 in Petworth, Sussex, at the age of 74". 
 

On emailing Georgina she replied that she was aware of this tree and had been 
in touch. Georgina felt the tree owner was incorrect in thinking her grandfather 
was a Huckle as she felt the information did not fit. Mary explained that 
Hubert Huckle had been born in Biggleswade that was only six miles away 
from Shefford. 
      
Has anyone got any ideas or do any of these names ring a bell with you? 
Georgina would love to hear from you.       �  
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Every effort is made to transcribe correctly the interests supplied by members 
but where hand-written details are provided errors may occur, for which we 
apologise.  It would help greatly if all interests were either typed or written in 
BLOCK CAPITALS.  When writing to a member please include a stamped 
addressed envelope or International Reply Coupons, and it is only polite to 
reply even if no connection appears to exist. 
 
Surname  Place / Parish   County Period 
 
Julian Pennington (4334) julianpennington@msn.com 
97 Queens Road, Hertford, Herts SG13 8BJ 
 

NASH  Leighton Buzzard   BDF  18-20C 
TURNEY  Leighton Buzzard   BDF  18-20C 
 
Aiden Dear (4358) aidandsue@aidendear.plus.com 
51 Church Road, Stotfold, Hitchin, Herts SG5 4LZ 
 

ARTERTON Sloley     NFK  18-20C 
ARTERTON Stratton Strawless   NFK  18-20C 
BONEST  Millbrook    BDF  17-20C 
DEAR  Holwell    BDF+HRT 17-20C 
DEAR  Shillington    BDF  17-20C 
DUNKLEY  Houghton Conquest  BDF  18-20C 
STARMER  Duston    NTH  18-20C 
 
Julia Staley (4353) staley36@btinternet.com 
26 Fairholme, Bedford MK41 9DA 
 

ANCELL  Ampthill    BDF  18-19C 
ANSILL  Ampthill    BDF  18-19C 
APPLEBY  Clophill    BDF  18-20C 
APPLEBY  Bedford    BDF  18-20C 
BURBIDGE  Bedford    BDF  18-20C 
BURNAGE  Northill    BDF  18-19C 
CARROLL  Elstow    BDF  18-19C 
CARROLL  Bedford    BDF  19-20C 
COOPER  Wilstead    BDF  18-20C 
LARKINS  Potton    BDF  19-20C 
OSBORN  Cardington    BDF  18-19C 
PANTER  Bedford    BDF  18-20C 
PRIGMORE Elstow    BDF  18-19C 
WARNER  Old Warden    BDF  19-20C 
WOODING  Bromham    BDF  18-20C 
 

MEMBERS’ PROFILES 
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Surname  Place / Parish   County Period 
 
Steven Henman, (4368) stevenhenman@icloud.com 
8 Wilden Croft, Brimington, Chesterfield S43 1GT 
 
CAVES  Lidlington    BDF  17-20C 
HENMAN  Lidlington    BDF  17-20C 
HENMAN  Potton    BDF  17-20C 
HENMAN  Chesterfield    DBY  19-20C 
HENMAN  London    LCC  19-20C 
MARCH  Wetherby    YKS  18-20C 
PICKERING Birmingham    WAR  19-20C 
ROWAN  York     YKS  17-19C 
ROWAN  County Mayo, Ireland  MAY  17-19C 
SADLER  Lidlington    BDF  17-20C 
SMITH  Long Eaton    DBY  19-20C 
WORLEDGE Debenham    SFK  18-20C 
WORLEDGE Aspall    SFK  18-20C 
            � 
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Eversholt Church (on the front cover) as it is today 

 
The church and village are very much the same as when the sketch was done. 
The Pub to the left is still open for business.  There is still a weather-cock but I 
am unable to confirm if it is the same one with the bullet-hole. 
 
A lovely old church dating back to 1166.  If you are interested in further 
information go to 
www.bedsarchives.bedford.gov.org/CommunityArchives/Eversholt. 
 
You can view most villages on this site or all churches in Bedfordshire on 
www.bedfordshireparishchurches.co.uk/wp/eversholt 
and find many more photos and the full history.     � 

FRONT COVER TODAY 
Paul Woodcraft 
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BEDFORDSHIRE  HERITAGE  TEA  TOWELS 

The Society has had a 
supply of Bedfordshire 
Heritage tea towels 
printed and these are now 
being sold to raise funds. 

These tea towels are 
really too nice to use for 
drying up; they are 
beautifully colour printed 
with some famous 
Bedfordshire landmarks 
forming a border for the 
County map. Even if you 
do not have any 
Bedfordshire ancestors 
they make ideal gifts.   

They are 100% cotton and 
at £4.50 each can be 
obtained from the 
bookstall at Members’ 
meetings, by email to 
Lynn at 
secretary@bfhs.org.uk or 
by post to the 
undermentioned address. 

 

For UK orders please add postage 
and packing as follows: 

�� Up to 2 tea towels add  £1.50 

�� 3 to 6 tea towels add  £3.00 

For orders from outside the UK 
please enquire before ordering. 

Cheques should be made payable to 
Bedfordshire Family History Society. 

Lynn Manning 
38 Risborough Road 
Bedford MK41 9QW 
Tel. 01234 306482        � 
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A CD TO HELP  

YOU FIND YOUR  
ANCESTORS 

BFHS has produced a 
resource to help in finding your missing relations.  If they were 

baptised or buried before 1852 or married before 1837 (and in some 
cases later) in Bedfordshire and appear in the Parish Registers then 

they will appear on our SURNAMES CD. 
Over one million entries showing: 

surname, forename, year, parish and event.
Only £10 including UK P&P. 

available from: 
Noel Evans, 14 Beaulieu Way, BEDFORD, MK41 8NP 

Enquiries to bookstall@bfhs.org.uk 

PHOTOGRAPHERS  NEEDED ! 

Are you a BFHS member with a digital camera or smart-phone?  If so could 
you take some photographs of nearby villages to add to the parish CD? 

Although we have now published a CD with data for all 128 ancient parishes, 
some have no photographs, or very few. 

We need pictures of the parish church, interesting buildings and local sights. 

The following have no photographs at present.  So if you live nearby or are 
visiting, why not take your camera along? 

Battlesden, Clifton, Edworth, Flitton, Higham Gobion, Holwell, 
Husborne Crawley, Kensworth, Leighton Buzzard including Eggington 

and Heath & Reach, Potsgrove, Stanbridge, Streatley, Studham, 
Sundon, Tilsworth, Upper Stondon, Whipsnade 

If you think that you can help, please contact Mark Tresidder by email at: 

parishcd@bfhs.org.uk 



SUBSCRIPTIONS 

(1 January - 31 December) 

Each Individual Membership receives one copy per issue of the Journal 

 Joining Fee                                                                                                                £2.00 

    Any UK/Worldwide member taking the Journal by pdf: ........................... £ 8.00  
    UK Individual Membership, with one copy per issue of the printed Journal: .. £10.00  
    Family Membership per each additional member at the same address : ……... £1.00  
    Overseas supplement worldwide printed journal – Surface mail = £6; Total: .. £14.00  
    Overseas supplement USA/Canada printed journal – Airmail = £10; Total: .... £18.00  
    Overseas supplement Australia/New Zealand printed journal Airmail = £12; Total: £20.00  

 

General Data Protection Regulation :  Please note that the Society uses computer and manual systems to 
record membership information.  The information you give on your application for membership will only 
be used for conducting Society business and will not be supplied to anyone else in any form except:- 

1. Where it is needed by the independent examiner in his inspection of our financial records. 
2. Where it must be supplied to HMRC, e.g. in connection with gift aid submissions. 
3. Where we are required to do so by law. 

If you have any questions or concerns over the data held, please contact the Information Manager. 

WHERE TO FIND US 
Correspondence for the Executive Committee should be addressed to the  

appropriate person and sent to: 

Bedfordshire Family History Society 

PO Box 214 
BEDFORD 
MK42 9RX 

Internet: www.bfhs.org.uk 
Email:   bfhs@bfhs.org.uk 
Web Sales: www.genfair.co.uk 
   

ADVERTISEMENT RATES (per issue) 
 

 Vertical Horizontal Rate 
Full page 160 mm x 250 mm 250 mm x 160 mm £20.00 
Half page 80 mm x 250 mm 125 mm x 160 mm £10.00 
¼ page 80 mm x 125 mm 60 mm x 160 mm £5.00 
 

Copy should be on A4 paper, and the above sizes are quoted for an A4 sheet;  
copy should be sent to: 

The Journal Co-ordinator, PO Box 214, Bedford  MK42 9RX 
 

Cheques should be made payable to Bedfordshire Family History Society, 
and enclosed with the advertisement. 

The following email addresses are also available: 

 

chairman@bfhs.org.uk Society Chairman & Information Manager 
secretary@bfhs.org.uk Society Secretary 
treasurer@bfhs.org.uk Society Treasurer 
journal@bfhs.org.uk Journal Co-ordinator 
librarian@bfhs.org.uk Society Librarian 
membership@bfhs.org.uk Membership Secretary 
bookstall@bfhs.org.uk All BFHS Publications Sales Enquiries 
 (CDs, Micofiche, Books) 
publicity@bfhs.org.uk Publicity Officer 
research@bfhs.org.uk Research Co-ordinator 
searches@bfhs.org.uk Search Co-ordinator 
social@bfhs.org.uk Social Events Organiser 
webmaster@bfhs.org.uk Society Webmaster 
distribution@bfhs.org.uk                             Journal Distribution 
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