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CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS 

 

By the time you read this we will be in the third month of 2017, I hope you all had a good Christmas and 
have a Happy New Year. 
 
In December we had a Christmas dinner aThe Brook Hotel, those of us who attended enjoyed it, it was 
good to be able to meet socially, let hope that we may have a few more members for this next December. 
 
In December our talk was on Martlesham Heath Airfield accompanied by a Windows presentation.  
January saw us have a very informative talk by Charles Muggleston on Omar Khayyam and about 
Edward Fitzgerald who gave us his translation of the poem. I expect many of you know that Fitzgerald 
was a Woodbridge man and it was interesting when some of his letters were read out to hear local names 
mentioned, plus The Victoria pub and Ferry Boat Inn. 
 
We now have a lap top for the Society courtesy of Councillor Mike Deacon‘s Community Budget. We 
will therefore have available access to Find My Past Worldwide, so do come along on a Thursday 
morning to Broadway House if you wish to make use of this. I hope to have it with me on the 10th 
March so that if there is time after the EGM it may be possible to do a little bit of research.  
 
Once again we are asking if there is anyone who can take on the editorship of the magazine, you do not 
have to live locally!  Many of the magazines are now sent by pdf so saving postage. Please do think 
about this as Linda cannot do everything although she does do it very well. 
 
Gillian 
 
 

 

W 
elcome to the Spring issue of ‘Roots and Branches’.  You will no doubt have heard that 
Jill has given up the Editorship of the magazine, so I have taken it on again on a 
temporary basis.  If anyone is interested in editing the magazine, or would like to know 
more about what that involves, please contact me. 

 
Meanwhile, here we are at the beginning of another year.  We have some excellent Speakers meetings 
lined up for you, so do come along and support them.  If you have any ideas that you think might make 
an interesting topic for a meeting, please contact Ros Eaton, our programme organiser. 
 
We are still trying to find a venue in the centre of Felixstowe that would be suitable for an open day 
where members and visitors can come along and try the new World FindMyPast that we have on the 
new laptop.  We are currently investigating four ideas to see if they would be possible, the sticking 
factor is that the venue must have Wi-Fi in order to use the laptop, if you have any thoughts on this, do 
contact me or Gill. 
 
I offer the usual request for articles, thank you to Roger Sutton who is a regular contributor.   So if you 
have recently done some research, found a new or useful website, then please let us know, other 
members are always interested in reading people’s research or discovering a new website.  
 

I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Linda Negus 
Membership No: 0620 
 

Deadline for the June 2017 issue is 30th April 2017 

Deadline for the September 2017 issue is 31st July 2017 

EDITOR’S NOTES 
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I 
t was inheriting a marriage certificate from my grandmother 50 years ago that prompted my interest 

in family history research.  The certificate was dated 12th September 1837 and was in a very fragile 

state.  It related to the marriage of my grandmother’s grandparents, John Lord and Mary Donnelly, 

at St Mary’s Episcopal Chapel, Glasgow, Scotland.  Both were residents of Kilsyth, Scotland.  It 

took me many years to discover that the reality behind the certificate was far more complicated than it 

appeared to be on the surface. 

 

John Lord had been born in Suffolk.  Mary Donnelly was from a framework knitting and Baptist 

background in Nottinghamshire.  My grandmother had said that she had been brought up as a Baptist, so 

presumably she had inherited this from Mary Donnelly.  Their stay in Scotland was relatively short; John 

Lord was to get a job as a postman in London. 

 

When I left school in 1961, aged 19, I got a job in the Civil Service in the City of London.  It was 

relatively easy for me to take a short tube journey to Somerset House which kept records of all births, 

marriages and deaths since 1837.  The indexes were housed in huge bound volumes.  Having found the 

reference to the relevant birth, marriage or death, you paid half a crown for a copy of the relevant 

certificate. 

 

In 1967 I was promoted to Higher Executive Officer and no longer had time for family history research.  I 

returned to the subject 30 years later by which time family history research had been transformed.  The 

IGI had been published on microfiche and dozens of family history societies had been formed, partly to 

take advantage of the wealth of information provided by the IGI.  These societies had published their own 

information, in particular, complete transcripts of parish registers were available on microfiche. 

 

I had never lived in Kent and had no knowledge of Kent history, apart from a relatively basic knowledge 

of the Cinque Ports, which I had learned while studying history at Worthing High School for Boys over 

the period 1953-1961.  In those days history was taught properly and I was familiar with British history 

up to 1914. 

 

I concentrated on my Kent ancestry because the Sutton family had lived in East Kent for as long as 

anybody could recall.  Despite having had no training in family history research, I managed to make rapid 

progress, helped by numerous researchers who were far more experienced than I was.  By the time I got 

back to about 1600 I was starting to discover yeomen and gentry among my ancestors.  Surnames such as 

Archer, Manwood and Peake at Sandwich started to appear. 

 

Fortunately for me, Worthing Reference Library has a copy of “The History and Topographical Survey of 

the County of Kent” by Edward Hasted (1797-1801).  This publication showed that my ancestors Roger 

Manwood, Nicholas Peake and Edward Peake were MPs for Sandwich during Tudor times.  I made 

contact with fellow researchers in East Kent and was able to obtain pedigrees for the Manwood and Peake 

families.  I obtained a copy of the will dated 31 December 1558 for Nicholas Peake.  I found somebody in 

Kent who was able to transcribe this will free of charge. 

 

One of the problems with local history is that parish records do not start until 1538 and there is relatively 

little systematic recording of local events before 1538.  It was for this reason that I purchased “A Calendar 

of the White and Black Books of the Cinque Ports 1432-1955”, which was edited by Felix Hull and 

published by HMSO in 1966. 

 

 
 

ARE YOUR ANCESTORS IN THE HISTORY BOOKS? 
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Henry VIII founded the Royal Navy in 1545.  Before then the men of the Cinque Ports fought the King’s 
battles at sea for him.  The Freemen of the Cinque Ports were known as Barons.  They had huge 
responsibilities, but also considerable privileges.  They ranked with the peers of the realm.  They were 
exempt from payment towards the general subsidy of the county.  They were entitled to a place of 
honour at the Coronation of the sovereign.  They walked in the Coronation procession with the peers, 
and it was their privilege at the actual ceremony to carry the canopies which sheltered the King and 
Queen.  They were also given a special table at the Coronation banquet, set at the right of the King’s 
table.  These privileges of the Barons were often challenged, but were always jealously guarded by the 
Cinque Ports. 
 
My ancestor John Archer represented Hastings at the General Brotherhood 
meeting held at Romney on Monday, 22 July 1443.  He subsequently moved to Sandwich, where his son 
John Archer held the canopy at the Coronation of Richard III and Queen Anne on 6 July 1483.  It was 
Richard III who insisted that, for the first time, his wife should take part in the Coronation ceremony.  
John Archer was elected MP for Sandwich on 18 December 1842, 6 June 1483, 8 October1847 and 31 
December 1488.  He was typical of the better sort of merchant in Sandwich in the latter part of the 15th 
century. 
 
My ancestor John Master (born circa 1485) was Jurat, Mayor and Treasurer of Sandwich.  He was the 
most noteworthy full-time Sandwich merchant in the early 16th century.  He attended Cinque Ports 
General Brotherhood meetings 1518-1558.  He was responsible for delivering the canopy, staves and 
bells held over Queen Anne Boleyn at her Coronation on 1 June 1533.  John Master was an ancestor of 
William Cowper (1665-1723) who was created Earl Cowper on 20 March 1718.  The Master family had 
been granted a Coat of Arms on 2 May 1608. 
 
My ancestor Roger Manwood (born circa 1465) became a Freeman of Sandwich circa 1487.  He 
attended Cinque Ports General Brotherhood meetings 1499-1533.  On 2 March 1523 he was elected as 
MP for Wandwich.  On 1 June 1533 he held the canopy over Queen Anne Boleyn at her Coronation.  
Henry VIII is said to have lodged on two occasions at the house of Roger Manwood in Sandwich.  In the 
16th century the Manwoods were Sandwich’s most important family. 
 
My ancestor Nicholas Tufton was appointed as General Attorney for the Cinque Ports on Tuesday, 22 
July 1494, a post he held until 1535.  In 1507 he helped to revise and correct the regulations for the 
Cinque Ports.  His great grandson Nicholas Tufton was created Earl of Thanet on 5 August 1628. 
 
Folkestone, Hythe, Lydd and Romney were all represented at the Cinque Ports General Brotherhood 
meetings.  Why not refer to the White and Black Books of the Cinque Ports to see whether any of your 
ancestors are mentioned?  If so, they form part of recorded history. 
 
Roger Sutton, Membership No: 1126 
 
 
 
News 
 
Researchers have discovered the oldest known record of the population of St Kilda. A 250-year-old 
census came to light during cataloguing by the National Register of Archives for Scotland. The census 
lists 90 people living on the remote archipelago on 15 June 1764 - 38 males and 52 females, including 
19 families and nine individuals. Until now, the earliest record dated from 1822. The islands, which lie 
about 40 miles west of Benbecula in the Outer Hebrides, were home to generations of people until the 
last were evacuated in 1930. 
 
©  IHGS Newsletter No: 185  January 2017 
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This is to be held at the NEC Birmingham, 6-8th April.  There is a range of ticket prices: One day entrance 

Advance £18, On the door £24, Two day entrance Advance £26, On the door £31, Three day entrance 

Advance £33, On the door £36, with these tickets workshops have to be booked separately.  There is also a 

One Day Deluxe ticket which includes 3 pre-booked workshops; these can only be booked in advance for 

£22.  Take a look at the site www.whodoyouthinkyouarelive.com where you can find lots of information 

about the workshops and other activities. 

 

The piece below is a search tip given on the website, when you visit it you will find many more. 

 

Google search operators Search operators allow you to get more out of Google (and other sites that use the 

same tools). Perhaps the most commonly known search operator is “” and it’s a great way to look for 

someone’s name as it gets rid of lots of irrelevant results. It’s particularly useful if someone has a common 

name or parts of their name are common, for example “John Washington Jones”. Remember though that 

every mention of your ancestor may not have their full name so it isn’t failsafe. It can also be worth doing 

this with known shortenings, for example Geo for George. 

DIARY DATES 

 
8th March 2017  ‘Adventures and Encounters in the Cathedral Close’ 
           Viola Jones 

 
10th March 2017   Extraordinary General Meeting 

 (please note this is a FRIDAY) 
 
12th April 2017  ‘A Suffolk Pioneer’        Geoffrey Robinson 
 
10th May 2017  ‘Jutland 1916 The Ultimate Test’  Rob Urquhart 
 
14th June 2017  ‘Suffolk War Memorials’            B Boyce 
 
12th July 2017 ‘Biberach Revisited - My WWII Memories’ 
         Carol Wheatley 
August No Meeting 
 
13th September 2017 Annual General Meeting 
 
Monthly Meetings are held at 7.30 p.m. on the second Wednesday of the month at 
Broadway House, Orwell Road, Felixstowe. 
 
Meetings are free for members, but if you wish to bring a guest they will be charged 
£1.00. Refreshments (tea, coffee and biscuits) are available at meetings after the talk has 
finished 

WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE LIVE 2017? 
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D o you have an ancestor who emigrated to Australia in the second half of the 1800’s?  If so, the 

above book written by Adrian Ball could be of interest to you. 

 

The steamship “Great Britain” was built by the famous Victorian engineer Isambard Kingdom Brunel 

and was launched at Bristol in 1843.  She was one of the first iron ships in the world, and made eight 

round trips from Liverpool to New York. 

 

The Australian Gold Rush of the 1840’s created a demand for transport and the ship was transferred to 

the Australia route, making 32 round trips from Liverpool to Melbourne or Brisbane from 1852 to 

1875. 

 

This book contains 14,000 names of men, women and children who sailed to Australia between these 

dates, recording the date, the voyage number, and the length of the journey, which took between 55 and 

70 days.  It is interesting to read details of some of the families who travelled, with their ages and past 

employment. 

 

The price of the fare ranged from 15 guineas for Steerage up to 70 guineas for accommodation on the 

Poop Deck! 

 

Later, the ship made two round trips from Liverpool to San Francisco, and then ended up in the Falk-

land Islands. 

 

In 1970, after much fund-raising, she was towed back to Bristol, where she had built over 170 years 

ago, restored and is now open to the public and well worth a visit. 

 

Mike Gant, Membership No: 023 

 
I thoroughly agree Mike, my husband and I visited her and it is really interesting to go round her.  I especially enjoyed 

watching the video of the story of her recovery and restoration.  As you say, she is really worth a visit.  ED. 

 

DO YOU HAVE AN S.S.GREAT BRITAIN FAMILY? 

 
 
 
TheGenealogist 
Hampshire Genealogical Society indexes to baptism, marriages and burials 
DeceasedOnline 
Highgate Cemetery 
IrishRoots 
Sligo marriages, 1864-1939 
MyHeritage 
New York City Marriages 1950-1995 
https://library.leeds.ac.uk/special-collections-explore/Leeds%20General%20Cemetery%20Burial%
20Registers%20IndexLeeds 
General Cemetery Burial Registers Index 
 

WEBSITE UPDATES 
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It is New Year's Eve 1852 and Henry HYDENWELL sits at his desk by candlelight. He dips his quill 
pen in ink and begins to writes his New Year's resolutions. 
 
1 No man is truly well-educated unless he learns to spell his name at least three different ways 

within the same document. I resolve to give the appearance of being extremely well-educated in 
the coming year. 

2 I resolve to see to it that all of my children ...will have the same names that my ancestors have 
used for six generations in a row. 

3 My age is no one's business but my own. I hereby resolve to never list the same age or birth year 
twice on any document. 

4 I resolve to have each of my children baptized in a different church -- either in a different faith or 
in a different parish. Every third child will not be baptized at all or will be baptized by an 
itinerant minister who keeps no records. 

5 I resolve to move to a new town, new county or new state at least once every 10 years -- just 
before those pesky enumerators come around asking silly questions. 

6 I will make every attempt to reside in counties and towns where no vital records are maintained 
or where the courthouse burns down every few years. 

7 I resolve to join an obscure religious cult that does not believe in record keeping or in 
participating in military service. 

8 When the tax collector comes to my door, I'll loan him my pen, which has been dipped in rapidly 
fading blue ink. 

9 I resolve that if my beloved wife Mary should die, I will marry another Mary. 

10 I resolve not to make a will. Who needs to spend money on a lawyer? 

 
Author Unknown 
 
Margaret Lake 
Membership No: 0053 

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS 

 
 

 
 
You can search and download birth, 
marriage and death records from non-
conformist, non-parish and overseas sources 
1567-1969. These are selected digitised 
records from a variety of record collections 
held at The National Archives. http://
www.bmdregisters.co.uk 
 
 

© Alde Valley newsletter Jan 2017 

NON-CONFORMIST RECORDS 

 

FELIXSTOWE FAMILY HISTORY 

SOCIETY 

 

EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL 

MEETING 

 

FRIDAY 10th MARCH 2017 

 

7.30pm at 

 

BROADWAY HOUSE, ORWELL 

ROAD, FELIXSTOWE 

 

 

To discuss and approve a new 

CONSTITUTION for the Society 

http://www.bmdregisters.co.uk
http://www.bmdregisters.co.uk
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N 
ewspapers can be useful sources of information on members of your ancestral families.  If you are 

lucky, you may find references as early as the late 18th century.  My ancestor Henry Criddle worked 

for the East India Company and was the purser on board the ship “Essex”, travelling as far away as St 

Helena and Madras.  He died when he was about 35 and his will was proved on the 16th September 

1789.  In editions of “The Times” dated October and December 1790 there are references to bond creditors of 

Henry Criddle.  I am descended from his son Henry Holman Criddle who was born on 30th January 1785.  He 

went into partnership with John Breach.  They were hatters of New Bond Street, London.  But the “London 

Gazette” of 13th February 1810 reports that their partnership was dissolved by mutual consent.  Criddle continued 

in business as a sole proprietor.  Further editions of the “London Gazette” report that on 20th October 1826 he was 

declared bankrupt, with the Court of Commissioners of Bankrupts in Basinghall Street, City of London, making a 

dividend of his estate. 

 

His brother John Strover Henry Criddle was a Junior Captain in the Indian Navy, according to a report in the 

“Morning Post” of 3rd January 1825.  Subsequent reports about his life in politics, especially at the time of the 

Reform Bill, appear in the “Hampshire Advertiser” and the “Isle of Wight Observer”.  His death is reported in 

“The Times” in 1856, while his wife’s death is reported in the “Hampshire Telegraph and Sussex Chronicle” in 

1868. 

 

My relative Harry Criddle – brother of my ancestor Anne Criddle (1808-1877) – died in 1857.  According to a 

notice in “The Times” of 20th March 1858, he owned 6 Oakley Villas, Adelaide Road, Haverstock Hill, London.  

It had 8 bedrooms, 2 dressing rooms and dining, drawing and breakfast rooms.  He also owned 10 Abbey Road, St 

John’s Wood.  It had 7 bedrooms and 3 sitting rooms. 

 

My ancestor William Rolls (1771-1845) was a South London businessman.  In 1817 “The Times” reported a case 

where Elizabeth Dickinson had stolen some oiled silk from him and had then tried to sell it back to him.  She was 

sentenced to 12 months hard labour.  Further reports on the Rolls family appear in “The Times”, which also 

appears to have been the newspaper of choice for my mother’s Pickering family with reports in that paper dating 

back to 1834.  “The Times” dated 30th June 1908 reported the marriage of my grandparents Arthur Edwin 

Pickering and Florence Amy Gerrett.  The death of Florence’s father Charles Gerrett (1844-1881) was reported in 

“The Times” dated 26th November 1881. 

 

By contrast, my Sutton family was working class and this is reflected in newspaper reports.  In the “Kentish 

Gazette” of 1st October 1867 we learn of the sudden death of John Sutton, aged 20.  He was a fisherman on the 

lugger “Victoria” at Kingsdown.  It proved extremely difficult for the crew to offload a huge catch of fish.  As a 

consequence, John Sutton died of over-exertion.  He was the brother of my great grandfather George William 

Sutton.  The “Dover Express” of 26th April 1872 reported the inquest of John Wellard, a Kingsdown fisherman, 

who was washed overboard from the lugger “Vesper”.  My great grandfather George William Sutton identified the 

body.  The Jury returned a verdict of “Accidentally Drowned”. 

 
Another George William Sutton, a cousin, gave evidence at the inquest of his daughter Annie Louise Sutton, one 

of his twelve children, who died of gunshot wounds at St John’s Wood.  The case was reported in the “Whitstable 

Times and Herne Bay Herald” of 8th January 1881.  He identified the body as that of his daughter.  About 3 years 

previously she had got into trouble and he had brought her to London and placed her in a home.  It was alleged that 

she had been murdered by a stockbroker called Robert Hume.  The Jury found that the deceased had been killed 

with a revolver, but there was no evidence to show who fired the shot.  It was alleged that the deceased shot herself 

while “fooling” with the revolver. 

 

Roger Sutton, Membership No: 1126 

 
It obviously pays dividends to search in not only the large daily newspapers, but also the smaller local papers.  

Thanks Roger, ED. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF NEWSPAPER REPORTS IN FAMILY HISTORY 
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A BOOK REVIEW 
 

THE SPYGLASS FILE    -    NATHAN DYLAN GOODWIN 

I have to admit that I enjoy reading crime mysteries, and especially if they are a genealogical crime 

mystery.  I enjoy reading them not only because of the crime element, but also because of the research 

tips I can pick up. 

 

The Spyglass File is the fourth in a series ‘The Forensic Genealogist’ featuring Morton Farrier.  It is 

the story a how he helps a woman who was abandoned in the midst of the Battle of Britain to find her 

family. 

 

A lot of the content is based on true facts and events, some people in the book are also real.  In going 

about his research you also learn a lot of history surrounding the events leading up to the Battle of 

Britain, and also about the large part that women played.  We also learn about the development of some 

new services which arose in the field of intelligence and how they were used. It is a fascinating insight 

to life during the war covering a mesmerising love story. 

 

Morton Farrier is also trying to come to terms with the recent discovery of his own parentage, wanting 

to find his father, while also preparing for his forthcoming marriage. 

 

I enjoy Nathan’s style of writing, how he mingles the present and the past to bring his subject’s story to 

life. His books keep me engrossed in the story from beginning to end.  I have read the first three books 

in the series and thoroughly enjoyed them too. They are:  

 

Hiding the Past - the man had no past; that was the conclusion drawn by years of personal and 

professional research, until he employed Morton Farrier 

The Lost Ancestor – what happened to Mary Mercer in 1911? 

The America Ground – he is to find the killer of a woman murdered more than 180 years ago. 

 

If you like a good mystery, then try these, they can all be read as a stand-alone story. 

 

Linda Negus, Memberhip No: 0620 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ………... 

 

... it was not until 1974 that New Year's day became a bank holiday in England. It had been 

recognised in Scotland since 1871.  Regarding set holidays more generally, before 1834 the 

Bank of England observed 33 saints' days and religious festivals as holidays. In 1834 the 

number of bank holidays was set by the Bank of England at only four being May Day, 1st 

November (All Saints' Day), Good Friday and Christmas Day.  In 1871 the first parliamentary 

legislation was introduced and it made Easter Monday, Whit Sunday, the first Monday in  

August, and Boxing Day as official bank holidays. This was alongside Good Friday and 

Christmas Day which were recognised holidays. In 1978 the first Monday in May in the rest 

of the UK, and the final Monday of May in Scotland was also included with the bank 

holidays. 

 

© IHGS Newsletter No: 185  January 2017 
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W 
andering round the internet the other day looking for nothing in particular I came across 
the website of the Bank of England and was fascinated to find that they have an archive 
and a museum! Why this surprised me I don't know, it is after all, one of the oldest 
institutions in Britain and has been at the forefront of all overseas and national activities 

since its inception in 1694. 
 
Some of the documents are of course subject to controls due to the sensitivity of the subject matter as 
well as the dates involved. These are of the least interest to those who, like me, are more interested in 
the past. There is a sizeable digitised archive with items such as loans to the government during the 
first world war, and how they were repaid (or not as the case may be!) There are amazingly clear and 
readable records of minutes of meetings of various committees and notes of decisions made at the 
time. Wills, shareholders, investments as well as the investors, losses, gains and all the activity we 
expect to see in bank records. 
 
What I didn't expect was to find a digitised archive called 'Committee for Lawsuits Minutes'. This 
archive contains several volumes dated from 1802 to 1908, and mainly contains details of the decisions 
made on whether to prosecute individuals accused of the old crime of 'uttering'. No, this isn't anything 
to do with talking in the bank, or fibbing! 
 
At the time of the Napoleonic wars a restriction period was introduced when the bank was not allowed 
to pay out gold in exchange for bank notes.  Instead they produced low denomination notes, (£1 and 
£2) for wider use and by 1797 these were being forged and widely circulated across the country.  
 
Since 1697 forgery of bank notes had been a capital offence, by 1725 circulating these notes was also 
punishable by death. This, then, was the crime of 'uttering', and could also be applied to anyone who 
used a forged note to obtain goods or services, thereby circulating the forged notes. 
 
This of course led to more 'utterers' being apprehended and there had to be a way of deciding if the 
utterance was intentional or by accident, or even if the person accused was indeed guilty. So on 24th 
June 1802 the Court of Directors of the Bank of England appointed the Committee for Lawsuits for 'the  
purpose of managing prosecutions in the future'. 
 
Entries in these minutes include details of the charges against individuals; trials at assizes; and if this 
was a gang of forgers, whether or not a plea bargain could be offered to the accused in exchange for 
information on the others involved. Looking through the online minutes of one of these meetings I 
came across a reference to the 'Freshfields Prison Correspondence' and instantly went to find it in the 
index. I have to say that I had to laugh at the irony of this archive! 
 
The Freshfields Prison Correspondence is an archive of letters and pleas from the accused and 
convicted who were in serious difficulties due to their imprisonment. An example is the letter sent from 
one Mary Kelly on 22nd February 1820 where she tells the Committee that she has no friend around to 
help her, she has a sick child and her mother is very poor. Under these circumstances it's easy to see 
how she could have been driven to 'uttering'.  On 1st March 1820 the Committee felt it should help her 
by paying her 5 shillings per week. 
 
Another case which is more extensively reported is that of Johanna McCarthy, dated 8th April 1818, 
and written aboard the prison ship 'Maria' at Deptford. She wrote that she was 'quite destitute of 
money and friends and have been confined in Newgate Bristol for 13 months.' The Committee for 
Lawsuits records that McCarthy and two other female convicts who were about to sail for Botany Bay 
should be paid £5 each by the Bank Solicitor. I have to wonder what the value of McCarthy's 'utterance' 
was! 
 
 

 
UNEXPECTED ARCHIVES 
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If you have a couple of hours to spare, or even if, like me, you enjoy this kind of thing when you have a 
few days when you don't have a lot to do, I can recommend a look at the website. It surprised me and 
I'm thinking of going down there for a hands-on-look at this stuff. 
 
Online just type 'Bank of England Archives' in your search engine and away you go! You'll find the details 
of the archives held, and also the location of the Archive and Museum, which is of course still in 
Threadneedle Street, London. 
 
They are normally open Monday to Thursday from 10 till 4.  Excepting Bank Holidays of course! 
 
Reprinted by kind permission of Maggie Bennett and Barnsley FHS  
© Barnsley FHS January 2017 
 
 

NEWS 
 
 
The Missing Friends Project is sponsored by Boston College’s Irish Studies Program and produced 
by the Office of Marketing Communications. They have digitized the Boston Pilot's Missing Friends 
Column covering 90 years of Irish individuals seeking information regarding their friends or family 
members who left Ireland for North America. 
 
https://archbishopsregisters.york.ac.uk/. York's Archbishops Registers Revealed provides free 
access to over 20,000 images of Registers produced by the Archbishops of York, 1225-1650, in 
addition to a growing searchable index of names, subjects, places and organisations. The registers are a 
valuable, and in many cases, under used source for ecclesiastical, political, social, local and family 
history - covering periods of war, famine, political strife and religious reformation in the Archdiocese 
of York and the wider Northern Province. 
 
Charles Booth's London a new website that enables us to search the catalogue of over 450 original 
notebooks from the Inquiry into Life and Labour in London (1886-1903), view 41 digitised notebooks, 
and to explore the London poverty maps. https://booth.lse.ac.uk 
 

©  IHGS Newsletter No: 185  January 2017 
 

NEW WAR MEMORIALS ADDED 
 
 
The Genealogist has added over 130,000 records to our War Memorial database, which has 
reached a landmark level with over 1,500 War Memorials and over 318,000 records! The lat-
est additions include the Lowestoft memorial to 2,400 members of the Royal Naval Patrol ser-
vice and the WW2 Army memorial to the missing at Brookwood in Surrey - which includes 
quite a few Canadians but also members of the Intelligence Corps and Special Operations Ex-
ecutive. Of special interest is the Theatre Royal Drury Lane - a WW1 memorial to actors and 
other workers of the stage who died in the war. There are also 2 memorials from the Royal 
College of Music and one from Clifton (Bristol) Rugby club.  
 
The system includes multiple photographs of each memorial, and links to street view where 
possible. Also included are 47 memorials that do not feature names, because they are none-
theless important - such as the RAF memorial on Victoria Embankment and the Australians’ 
memorial at Hyde Park corner. The individual memorials include nice ones for Edith Cavell, 
Wellington and Nelson from Norwich Cathedral’s grounds. 
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W elcome to the latest update for Suffolk’s Heritage Centre project (The Hold); a partnership 
between Suffolk County Council and the University of Suffolk. 

 
New Year, New Look! 
More than 50 people attended lively focus groups in December which explored logos and strapline 
ideas for The Hold. Participants were asked to select their favourites – there was a very clear preference 
for both the logo (retaining the existing one, with some refinements) and the strapline “Explore. 
Discover. Connect”.  Both will start appearing on project materials from now on. 
 
There will be a little more work to refine the logo when we enter our Delivery Phase in 2018; however, 
this should be in the form of tweaks rather than a major change of direction. 
 
Thank you to everyone who participated – it feels good to have a confirmed identity! 
 
A new charity is born – introducing the ‘Suffolk Archives Foundation’ 
To help deliver The Hold and to support the Record Office in its future work, a new charitable 
organisation has been established – the Suffolk Archives Foundation (SAF for short). 
 
SAF is run by a small group of superstar volunteers and Trustees!  Over the coming months, they will 
be planning events and their fundraising campaign, as well as looking to recruit more volunteers. 
 
SAF will work closely with the Friends of Suffolk Record Office (FOSRO); FOSRO will continue their 
sterling work for the Record Office, including acquiring Suffolk documents, with SAF initially 
concentrating on projects like The Hold. 
 
Watch the [www.suffolkarchives.co.uk]Suffolk Archives website for a link to SAF’s new website when 
it is up and running! 
 
You can opt-in to receive information about SAF’s fundraising campaigns and activities by using this 
link http://www.suffolkarchives.co.uk/suffolk-archives-foundation-thank/. 
 

Mapping Suffolk’s Stories gathers pace… 

In October we welcomed Steve Gilby to the team; Steve is our new Activity Plan Officer and will 

develop an exciting programme of learning and engagement activity to accompany the physical 

development of The Hold. 

 

A big part of this will be the ‘Mapping Suffolk’s Stories’ project, where groups around the county will 

research themes and stories of interest to them, starting from the initial stimulus of historic maps. 

 

As reported last time, this will include schools, grass-roots heritage groups, and new audiences who 

don’t currently use archives.  Groups will be supported with equipment, training, and tools to help them 

share the results of their research in new and exciting ways! 

 

Steve has already been recruiting eager participants and volunteers, including some to take part in 

‘pilot’ activities for our Development Phase. He enjoyed speaking to BBC Radio Suffolk’s Mark 

Murphy about it last month. 

 

If you are interested in finding out more, please contact Steve at stephen.gilby@suffolk.gov.uk. 

THE HOLD 
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Design Team on board! 
We are thrilled to announce we have appointed award-winning architects Pringle Richards Sharratt to 
design The Hold.  They were awarded the contract after a highly competitive tender exercise.   
 
Pringle Richards Sharratt has worked on a huge range of prestigious heritage and cultural projects over 
the years, including archives, museums, galleries and university buildings.  
 
Their portfolio includes stunning new facilities, such as the Hull History Centre, the Herbert Gallery and 
History Centre in Coventry, and the Black Cultural Archives at Brixton. 
 
One of the first things they will do is consult end-users and stakeholders to check that the brief for The 
Hold still meets people’s needs – watch this space for further details! 
 
Getting new audiences excited about archives 
Julia Holberry Associates are working with us to plan how The Hold can attract new audiences and open 
up the world of archives to people who don’t currently use them. 
 
Julia and her colleague Claire will be researching this over the coming weeks, and consulting established 
heritage groups as well as target audiences. 
 
If they contact you for this purpose, we hope you will be willing to share your expertise with them! 
 
 
© The Hold News (www.heritagenews@public.delivery.com) 
 

WEBSITE UPDATES 
 
FindMyPast  
British Army discharges, 60th Foot 1854-1880 
Buckinghamshire Marriages 
Gloucester Apprentices 1595-1700 
Huntingdonshire Marriages 1754-1837 
Kent Parish Registers for  Wrotham, Stansted, Wouldham, Southfleet, and Leybourne 
Middlesex War Memorials 
Worcestershire Probate Index 1660-1858 
Ireland, Royal Irish Constabulary Service Records 1816-1922 and directories 
Scotland Non-Old Parish Registers Vital Records 1647-1875 
Scotland Prison Registers Index 1828-1884 
Scotland Mental Health Institutions Admissions 1857-1859 
Roxburghshire, Kelso Dispensary Patient Registers 1777-1781 
New South Wales Passenger Lists 
New South Wales 1841 Census 
New Zealand Waikaraka Cemetery Memorial 1902-1940 
New Zealand Civil Service Examinations 1906-1907 
Queensland Passports Index 1915-1925 
 
Ancestry UK and Ireland 
Australia, Births and Baptisms, 1792-1981 
Germany Hesse parish registers 
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Strathclyde University is repeating its genealogy course which it first ran in March 2016, attracting 
26,000 students from around the world. This free online course will help you develop an understanding 
of the basic genealogy techniques and how to communicate your family history. It will consider how to 
effectively find and analyse sources and explore the potential of DNA testing as applied to genealogy. 
They will help you add historical context to your family history and discuss how to record and 
communicate research findings in a clear fashion. The course is primarily designed for people at 
beginner to intermediate level. No special knowledge or previous experience of studying is required.  
 
This course will be suitable if you:  
 
 Have no experience with genealogy or family history research 
 Have some experience with genealogical research but want to develop your skills or knowledge 

further 
 Are a more experienced genealogical researcher but want to learn new searching, analytical or 

communication techniques 
 Find it difficult to access opportunities for training and development 
 
The course takes 4 hours per week, starts on 16 January, and lasts 6 weeks, but it is possible to join mid-
way, there will be another course starting later which you can register for. The address is https://
www.futurelearn.com/courses/genealogy. It is recommended to anyone who is starting out in family 
history research, or who has hit a ‘brick wall’, as it supplied plenty of ideas as to how to get past them!  
 
Also, if you are interested in DNA research relating to family history, there is a very good introduction 
to the subject. The course is also designed to introduce people to study, and then to carry on with a 
degree or related qualification at the University although this isn’t necessary. You do not have to 
complete each week’s session within each week, it remains open until the end of the course, so you can 
be flexible about when you study. In fact it’s still available online now. It is only a few hours a week, 
and there are good opportunities to interact with the other students online. 

FREE ONLINE GENEALOGY COURSE 

FIND THAT MEMORIAL INSCRIPTION 

A DIRECTORY OF SURVEYS 

findthatmi.wordpress.com 

 

My aim is to list locations of Memorial Inscription surveys in churchyards as I feel Municipal 

cemeteries are well-indexed. You can find out the background to this on the ‘About’ page on my 

website, see the address above.  I am hoping that family historians, who may know of churchyard 

surveys up and down the country, will let me know about them, using the contact page, so that I 

can add details to the site.  I am also keen to receive comments and feedback via the Blog or by 

email. 

 

Thank you for any help you are able to give me in this quest. 

 

Colin Ashworth 
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West Surrey Family History Society 
Registered Charity No: 278091 

 

FAMILY HISTORY FAIR AND OPEN DAY 
 

Saturday, 4th November 2017 
10.00 am – 4.30 pm 

at 
Woking Leisure Centre 

Kingfield Road, 
WOKING GU22 9BA 

 
See our website www.wsfhs.org for further information about last 
year’s successful Open Day attended by approximately 500 visi-

tors. 
 

Admission to the public is FREE. 
Cafeteria on site. 

Plenty of parking, but charges now in force 

WEBSITE UPDATES 

 

 

www.familysearch.org 

Cambridgeshire Bishop's Transcripts, 1599-1860 

Devon Bishop's Transcripts, 1558-1887 

Devon and Cornwall Marriages 1660-1912 

Manchester, Parish Registers, 1603-1910 

Scotland Church Records and Kirk Session Records 1658-1919 

General Valuation of Rateable Property in Ireland, 1847-1864 

France, Dordogne, Censuses, 1856 

Spain, Soldier Personal Service Files, 1835-1940 

South Africa Transvaal Probate Records from the Master of the Supreme Court 1869-1958 

 

RED CROSS WWI VOLUNTEER RECORDS 

 

A free search is now available for Red Cross volunteers and hospitals at:  

http://www.redcross.org.uk/About-us/Who-we-are/History-and-origin/First-World-War. 

 

Do try it and let me know what you think of it. Ed 
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Historic Timber Framing: The Medieval Carpenter’s Art  

John Walker Saturday, 5th March 10.30 am Ipswich  

 

This talk looks at how medieval carpenters constructed timber framed buildings, and how methods 

changed and declined as houses changed in the 16th century from being heated by an open hearth to ones 

heated by chimneys. John Walker is a former chairman of the Essex Historic Buildings Group and has 

been studying, writing and lecturing for 35 years on timber-framed buildings in Essex and Suffolk. 

 

 

Four Tenements and a Hay House:  

The Story of Ipswich’s workhouses, c1574-1930  

Ray Whitehand Saturday, 16th April 10.30 am Ipswich  

 

Ray takes another look at Suffolk’s workhouses. For this talk he concentrates on the people involved and 

properties used in the county town. To-date 16 different properties have been identified, which have been 

used to house the deserved poor of Ipswich, ranging from Christ Hospital which opened c1574 to 

Heathfield, which officially closed in 1930. As part of his talk Ray highlights the type of material used 

and where you look to find information on workhouses. 

 

Talks cost £5.50.   

 

The address of the Ipswich office and the telephone number for more details is printed below: 

 

Ipswich Record Office 

Gatacre Road 

IPSWICH 

IP1 2LQ 

Tel: 01473 263910 

TALKS AVAILABLE AT SUFFOLK RECORD OFFICE IN IPSWICH 
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FELIXSTOWE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

Website: www.felixstowefhs.onesuffolk.net 
Email: - fxfhs@hotmail.com  

Registered Charity No: 296115 
 
 

PRESIDENT:  The Rt Hon. the Lord Deben  
 
 

Meetings are held at Broadway House, Orwell Road, Felixstowe IP11 7DD (7.30 pm start) 
 

 
COMMITTEE  

 
 
CHAIRMAN:    Gillian Smith 
    16 Estuary Drive, Felixstowe, IP11 9TL 
    Tel: 01394 270688 
 
VICE-CHAIRMAN:   Vacancy 
 
SECRETARY:    Linda Negus 
    62 Falkenham Road, Kirton, Ipswich,  IP10 0QW 
    Email: fxfhs@hotmail.com    
 
TREASURER:  Jean Voller 
    18 Colneis Road, Felixstowe, IP11 9HF 
    Tel: 01394 272603 
 
MEMBERSHIP   Ann Sanderson 
SECRETARY:  8 Estuary Drive, Felixstowe, IP11 9TL 
    Email: sandersonmjf@aol.com 
 
COMMITTEE   Rosemary Gitsham 
MEMBER:   17 Grimston Lane 
    Trimley St Martin 
    Felixstowe 
    IP11 0RU 
    Tel:  01394 275261 
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NON–COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
 
MAGAZINE EDITOR & Linda Negus 
MEMBERS INTEREST 62 Falkenham Road, Kirton, IPSWICH IP10 0QW 
    Email: fxfhs@hotmail.com 
 
MAGAZINE    Rachel Travers 
DISTRIBUTION:  6 Estuary Drive, Felixstowe IP11 9TL 
    Tel: 01394 277617 
 
PROJECTS   Alan Smith 
CO-ORDINATOR:  6 Estuary Drive, Felixstowe, IP11 9TL   
    Tel: 01394 270688 
 
LIBRARIAN:  Stuart Humphrey 
    68 Orwell Road, Felixstowe, IP11 7PY 
    Email: hunterancestry@yahoo.co.uk 
 
BOOKSTALL &  John Woollan 
MAIL ORDER   ‘The Pines’, Manor Road, Trimley St Mary, Felixstowe, IP11 0TU 
SERVICE:   Tel: 01394 210271 
 
PROGRAMME   Ros Eaton 
SECRETARY:              Email: ros.eaton@talktalk.net 
  
 

PLEASE NOTE:  All enquiries to be accompanied by a stamped addressed envelope  
 

All Officers of this Society are unpaid volunteers who give up their spare time to 
answer queries and run the Society and, out of respect for this, it would be appreciated 

if telephone enquiries were not made after 9.30 pm. 
 
 
 

CURRENT SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
 

£10.00 Single Membership 
£14.00 Joint Membership  

 
 The subscription year begins on 1st September  

 
Membership enquiries to be sent to the Membership Secretary 

 
Please send contributions for the magazine and any comments regarding the magazine to Gillian 
Smith or Jill Hickey who reserve the right to edit any item. 
 
Websites that are mentioned or featured in this magazine are not formally endorsed by Felixstowe 
Family History Society and as such the Society cannot be held responsible for the content (or lack of) 
therein. Members view these sites strictly at their own discretion. 


