
Aberdeen and North-East Scotland 

Family History Society 

Journal 142 – February 2017 

 

Capt. GAC Moir, 5th Battalion  

Gordon Highlanders 



Membership Details 

Membership of the Society runs from 1 January to 31 December.  

New members pay the annual rate, and their subscription expires on 31 December irrespective of 

the date on which they join.  But, from September, they may opt to pay a subscription equal to 
one and one third times the annual subscription, which covers membership for the remainder of 
the current year, plus the whole of the following year. Further details are available online. There is 
also a reduction of £4.00 for e-membership. 

Family membership is available for two named persons at one address.  Please nominate one 
surname for registration purposes. The 2017 subscription rates are as follows with a £3 reduction 
for digital copies only of the Journal: 

      
Ordinary membership £21.00 Ordinary e-membership    
Family membership £27.00      
      
Renewal forms for overseas members are sent out each August, and for UK members they are 
sent out each November.                         

Payment 

We can accept payment by cheque, VISA, MasterCard, Delta, Maestro or Solo in sterling. 
Overseas payments by credit card pay the UK, Sterling rates. 

Members with a UK bank account may elect to pay subscriptions by Direct Debit, 
Members are also able to pay online at www.anesfhs.org.uk 

Cheques should be made payable to: ABERDEEN & NE SCOTLAND FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

All subscriptions or membership enquiries should be addressed to: 

The Membership Department, 158–164 King Street, Aberdeen  AB24 5BD 

No receipts will be issued unless return postage is sent.  

Members who are UK taxpayers may sign a Gift Aid declaration (forms supplied on request) and 
so increase the value to the Society of their contributions by 20%. 

Please note that members who wish to research in our Centre, to place Journal queries or to have 
research undertaken must have paid their subscriptions for the current year. 

 
 

 Data Protection Act, 1998 

Members’ details are stored on computer for administration and research purposes only, and will not be given, 

lent or sold to any third party.  We require only your name and address – other details are optional.   

Occasionally, the Society may contact a selection of members to inform them of, or seek volunteer assistance at, 

some event that may be of interest to them.  If you have supplied an e-mail address, then this contact may be by 

e-mail.  Should you not wish to be contacted in this way, please inform the Society in writing. 

http://www.anesfhs.org.uk/


Journal of the Aberdeen and North–East Scotland 
Family History Society 

Issue 142 February 2017 
Contents 

 
 

SOCIETY REPORTS, NEWS AND INFORMATION ............................ 2 

Notice of AGM ................................................................................. 2 

Finance News ................................................................................. 3 

Publications report .......................................................................... 3 

Events report ................................................................................. 4 

Nellfield MIs ................................................................................... 4 

100 Club  ....................................................................................... 5 

Meeting report - Aberdeen ............................................................... 6 

                                  - Glasgow …………………………………………………………………………10 

                      - Moray and Banff .................................................... 11 

ARTICLES ................................................................................... 12 

Tulledephs, Tillydaffs, Dulledaphes .................................................. 12 

Capt. GAC Moir of the Gordon Highlanders  ...................................... 15 

Journal of Genealogy and Family History .......................................... 16 

Margaret Logan’s Last Journey ........................................................ 17 

Some Aberdeen Bridges ................................................................. 18 

Bruce Henderson Award ................................................................. 21 

Bridge Photographs ....................................................................... 22 

The Cow/es uncovered .................................................................. 25 

Grandpa James - Closure ............................................................... 29 

My Aberdeen Ancestors.................................................................. 30 

It’s your journal ............................................................................ 33 

SAFHS Conference April 2017 ......................................................... 34 

Australian Forces in World War II .................................................... 39 

John Allan .................................................................................... 40 

Queries  ....................................................................................... 41 

Diary ........................................................................................... 43 

Committee ................................................................................... 44



2   Aberdeen and NE Scotland FHS  February  2017 

Society News 

Notice of AGM 
 
Annual General Meeting of Aberdeen & North East 
Scotland Family History Society 
 
Saturday 18 March, 2.00pm to 2.30pm 
  
Unitarian Church, Skene Terrace, Aberdeen AB10 1RN 
 
Agenda 

 
1.  Apologies for absence 
2.  Minutes of previous AGM 
3.  Chair’s report 
4.  Secretary’s report 
5.  Financial report 
6.  Election of committee 
 

Can you help? 

Your Society needs you! 
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Finance News 
 

Donations - large and small 

Thank you to all members who add a little extra to their annual membership 

subscriptions. Donations, both large and small, are most welcome and help to 

support the Society. And for all UK members ticking the Gift Aid box- thank you. 

It makes a real difference. 

'Mony a mickle maks a muckle’. Bless you and Happy New Year. 

Dollar Cheques and overseas accounts - update 

All our overseas accounts have been closed so it is no longer possible to exchange 

dollar cheques (US, AUD, CA & NZ) at a reasonable rate by sending back to the 

appropriate account. We have on occasion received such cheques for membership 

renewals for 2017 and, where feasible, have exchanged these through our UK 

account. However such transactions incur a significant, additional cost beyond the 

exchange rate. I would urge all members to please pay either via our webpage, 

via PayPal or by credit/debit card. That way we can ensure all renewals are paid 

in sterling (GBP).  

Standing Orders  

Please check that standing orders are set for the correct amount for the type of 

membership required. 

Ordinary    £21 

e Ordinary £18 (digital copies only via e mail) 

Family       £27 

e Family    £24 (digital copies only via e mail) 

 

We are still receiving odd amounts harking back to the days of concession rates 

(£10, £13, £15) and also where membership has been cancelled but not the 

standing order. Do get in touch if you have a query about your membership 

subscription and renewal. 

 

J Maria Cameron, No. 9680, treasurer@anesfhs.org.uk 

 
Publications Report for 2016. 
 

Where did 2016 go? I cannot quite believe how quickly the need for an annual 
report rears its head. 

 
Work continues of course on our main area of publication – the monumental 
inscriptions (MIs) for graveyards in our area. These are such an important aspect 

of family history research and the real biggie this year was that for Nellfield 
Cemetery: 4 booklets in all at £15.- This was distributed by Standing Order as 

usual and – something new for the Society – by subscription. The background to 

mailto:treasurer@anesfhs.org.uk
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the work was described by Gavin Bell (MI Co-ordinator) in Journal 140 (August 
2016) in which you were invited to place orders. A few copies remain to be sold 

in our bookshop and at events we will be attending in 2017. 
 

Other work has resulted in the booklets for Fetteresso and Old Meldrum extension, 
both now at the printer. Reprints continue as needed. 
 

From Elgin to the Far East - John Cumming Ship Master 1805-1856 is the latest 
winner of our Bruce Henderson Award. Author Duncan Cumming and Sally, his 

wife, attended our October meeting (travelling from Dorking for the occasion – 
there’s dedication!) to receive copies of the work and the personal trophy. It was 
quite some time in the production. Thank you for your patience and co-operation 

over the months.  
 

Thanks also to our printer who coped admirably with last minute corrections and 
additions for this particular work and generally for all their support. Indeed thanks 
to everyone involved at all stages in the production of our titles. I say this every 

year as it’s so essential to recognise the work and commitment which goes on 
behind the scenes to result in our publications. Over now to you for orders! 

 
Publications stock update. 

 
Aberdeen & NE Scotland Family History Society 
AA533    From Elgin to the Far East - John Cumming Ship Master 1805-1856. D 

Cumming.  £9.-   300 gms. 
 

Local History -  NE People; Towns & Places 
LP200     Fyvie Memorials: Fyvie Cemetery (Middle Section), Clovery Woods of 
Rest & World War Memorials.  £6.99   120gms. 

LT029     Bygone Cairnbulg, Inverallochy & St Combs.  £9.-   200gms 
LT171     Old Dufftown, Glenrinnes & Cabrach  £10.-   205gms 

LT173     Old Rubislaw, Hazlehead & Mannofield  £10.-   205gms 
 
Local history - Other areas of Scotland 

LF200      Bygone Montrose with Inverkeilor, Lunan Bay …  £15.-   360gms 
 

Other 
GP022     The Deeside line   £10.-   170gms 

Jean Shirer, No. 14, jean.shirer@anesfhs.org.uk 

 
Events Report for 2016. 
 
Here we go, here we go, here we go!  

 
But – not to so many places as in 2015 when we attended 18 events.  

 
Only 11 fairs and conferences in 2016:  Inverurie PC Fair; SAFHS Conference at 
New Lanark Heritage Centre; BA Country Fair at Lyne of Skene; FH Fairs at Troon, 

York, Motherwell and Dunfermline; Highland Games at Aboyne and Braemar; and 
Book Fairs at Ballater and Aberdeen. (I sometimes feel my car could drive itself to 

mailto:jean.shirer@anesfhs.org.uk
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certain venues in the Grand Scheme of Bookstalls at Events. I’d just need to say 
Troon, York, Aboyne, Ballater and Braemar then sit back and relax.) 

 
Some events I know are held every 2 years so I hope there will be more to attend 

this year; and of course whenever a year is advertised as Heritage this results in 
the organisation of more ‘one-off’ fairs. I always enjoy the events themselves and 
I think at the standard ones mentioned above we are looked for by regular 

attendees and other stall holders. Even book dealers have remarked how much 
they like to see our stall – very gratifying! 

 
Do keep an eye on the Dates for your Diary in our Journals and I’ll always bring 
along any order you may require (saves you postage) 

 
Jean Shirer, No. 14, jean.shirer@anesfhs.org.uk 

 
Nellfield MIs 
 

AA083 Nellfield was published as a pre-order only. However there is a small 
surplus available for those who missed the deadline for pre-ordering. 

 
Cost is £15 plus £3.60 postage in the UK = £18.60, Overseas (Airmail) =£26.70, 

Overseas (Surface mail) = £22.75. 
 
How to order? 

 
 Contact us, we will give you a reference number 

 Quote this to Paypal using the link 
https://www.anesfhs.org.uk/services/ad-hoc-payments   

 Give us your full name and address!  

Gay Murton, No. 2127, publications@anesfhs.org.uk 
 

 
 

100 CLUB 
The 100 Club gives our members the opportunity to win a cash prize while also 
supporting the Society’s work. All that you need is a UK bank account, wherever 
you live. The fee for each number held is £12.00 per annum and is payable 

annually, in May, by banker’s order. 
 

The payout is always 50% of the income, and there are four prizes in the monthly 
draw (first 20%, second 15%, third 10%, and fourth 5% of the income). You 

must be a current member of the Society. If you decide not to renew your 
membership, please also cancel your standing order for the 100 Club. 
 

The draw takes place monthly, and cheques are posted to winners immediately. 
Winners are also announced in the Journal. For further details, please see the 

current Information Booklet. If you would like to join, then please email Teresa 
Shewell, No. 4883 at 100club@anesfhs.org.uk 

  

mailto:jean.shirer@anesfhs.org.uk
https://www.anesfhs.org.uk/services/ad-hoc-payments
mailto:publications@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:100club@anesfhs.org.uk
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Meeting Reports  

Aberdeen – 15 October 2016 – Douglas Lockhart – Alexander Ogg 1811-

65 
Douglas Lockhart is co-editor of Scottish Local History, journal of the Scottish Local 

History Forum, and is a well-known speaker at local history events.  His talk was 
based on research into the family history and career of Alexander Ogg, land 
surveyor, farmer and gold prospector, Aberdeenshire and New Zealand  

Alexander Ogg was born in 1811 at Leschangie near Kemnay.  He spent the first 

twenty years of his life there, where his father was a crofter.  Little is known about 
his early life and education until 1831 when he was working as a land surveyor at 
the farm of Crowness on the Castle Fraser estate.  In 1834 he was teaching land 

surveying in Kemnay School but this was only for a couple of years. 

By 1836 he had moved to Inverurie and had gone into business as a land surveyor 
when the town was expanding.  He then went into partnership with Alexander 
Farquhar in 1838.  Plans survive of surveys of proposed turnpike roads in 

Aberdeenshire and parts of Banffshire. They were both involved in founding the 
Inverurie Gas Light Company in 1839.  This was an indication of Ogg’s interest in 

technological innovation in the North East. Farquhar absconded to South Africa in 
1842 leaving Ogg to dissolve the partnership. 

In 1840 he took a lease on Howford Farm on the Rothienorman road, where his 
father is also recorded in the 1841 Census.  Around the same time Ogg got married 
to Agnes Johnston whose family farmed at Brandsbutt near Inverurie.  Howford 

was a small farm and during the 1840s Ogg succeeded in adding to the acreage 
from neighbouring land.  In 1847 he took the lease of a second farm, Craigiepotts 

near Inverallochy, and employed his brother as farm grieve.   

At this time he was also running a successful business with an office in Aberdeen 

offering land surveys and valuation.  The family home was also in the town.  
Surveys for land drainage became an important part of his business.  An Act of 

Parliament in 1846 offered loans to landowners to do drainage work on their fields.  
Ogg mapped the fields, costed and supervised the work and managed the 
contractors.  He also organised a drainage competition at Howford to demonstrate 

different examples of drains and to publicise his business. 

However, by 1848 Ogg was experiencing financial difficulties, which culminated in 
the sequestration of the two farms.  His surveying business had  not been making 
a profit and he was spending a lot of money on improving Craigiepotts.  At this 

time he was also involved in producing a map of New and Old Aberdeen based on 
John Smith’s 1810 plan of the City of Aberdeen, which Ogg updated and extended.  

His debts were extensive with creditors getting 3 shillings in the pound. 

Ogg now decided in 1850 to emigrate to New Zealand leaving behind him in 

Aberdeen his wife and five children and another on the way.  The New Zealand 
Company offered assisted passages and provided transport.  Prior to his 

preparations for travelling to NZ he advertised in many of the North and North 
East newspapers offering his services as a land agent.  He teamed up with Henry 
Russell a former banker who had gone into the emigration business and they 

toured the towns and villages encouraging people to emigrate.  Ogg’s passage 
was paid for him by Colonel Charles Fraser of Castle Fraser.  He sailed on the 
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Phoebe Dunbar and arrived in Nelson on the east coast of South Island in 
December 1850. 

After just two weeks in the country he was advertising his services as a land 

surveyor and land agent.  He was also branching out into education and became 
involved in the Nelson School Society to establish a school in Nelson.  He was in 
charge of the new school for only one year and left in 1853.  Around this time he 

had also attempted to gain assisted passages to bring his wife and six children to 
join him, but every application was turned down.  He remained in the Nelson area 

until the end of the decade.  During this period he spent time in the area surveying 
the mountainous terrain and steep-sided valleys to look for suitable paths into the 
interior.  He got involved in new town planning which resulted in the building of 

the market town of Havelock.  There was copper in Nelson and it was at this time 
that he developed an interest in precious metals 

There were rumours of gold being found in Otago and Ogg moved there in 1861 
to prospect for gold at Gabriel’s Gully.  He was among the first of the thousands 

of prospectors to acquire mining rights.  His stay there was short and in 1862 he 
next moved to the new town of Riverton in Southland.  Other new towns were 

being developed in the region giving him the opportunity to offer his professional 
services.  For two years he worked as a land agent selling plots of land in the 
town.  When a new railway was being built to give access to the interior of 

Southland, Ogg found employment as an inspector of the work on the railway.  
The high cost of the construction led to cost cutting, wooden rails were used and 

parts of the track had to cross peat bogs which flooded.  There was dissatisfaction 
with the quality of the construction and as an inspector Ogg’s judgement was 
called into question.   

Having left Riverton in 1864 he next arrived in Hokitika on the west coast, which 

was experiencing a gold rush.  Very little is known about his life here but this is 
where he died in 1865 from a stroke on board the ship Ruby aground in the 
harbour.   

His wife and six daughters had never been able to join him and remained in 
Aberdeen, in the family home to begin with, and then they moved to other 

addresses in the town.  After her husband left Agnes received some money from 
her father but it seems that she was getting an income from taking in lodgers and 

as the girls grew up and went to work they would give some of their earnings to 
help out. 

The eldest girl Elizabeth Agnes was born in 1841 followed by Christina in 1843, 
Catherine in 1844, Janet 1846, Williamina in 1849 and Alexandrina who was born 

in 1851 after Ogg had gone to New Zealand.  Elizabeth, Christina and Janet had a 
draper’s business and Elizabeth and her mother also had a lodging house until 
Elizabeth married James Hunter, a widower. Christina, who never married, trained 

as a nurse and moved to Edinburgh but came back to Aberdeen to run a boarding 
house.  Janet stayed in Aberdeen, married John Allan and they had ten children.  

Catherine, Williamina, and Alexandrina all became teachers and all taught at Udny 
Female School at various times. Catherine had a more interesting life than her 

sisters.  She resigned from her teacher’s post in 1873 and went to Ceylon (Sri 
Lanka), where she married George Anderson a tea planter.  They returned and 
both were employed at Oakbank Industrial School from 1880-1886.  Catherine’s 

husband emigrated to Canada leaving her behind and she became Superintendent 
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of Whitehall Industrial School until the late 1890s when her health was 
deteriorating.  She then went to Surrey to look after an elderly lady but returned 

to Aberdeen where she died in 1919.  

 All Ogg’s daughters had success in their various careers and may have been 
influenced by their father’s interest in education.  He also left a legacy in the 
success of some of the apprentices he had trained before emigrating, in particular 

Alexander Black, who became Surveyor General in Victoria, Australia and John 
Sleigh who was factor at Strichen estate. 

It was obvious from the wealth of information, which the speaker included in his 
talk that he has completed a great deal of research on the life of Alexander Ogg.  

He illustrated his talk with copies of documents, maps, surveys, advertisements 
and photographs all of which added to the interest of the topic.   

        Kit Corall, No. 1000 

17 November 2016 – Fiona Musk –Health and History of Hospitals in 
Aberdeen 
 

Fiona Musk is NHS Grampian Archivist since 2015, formerly Archivist with 
Aberdeen City Council.  The archives are housed in the Special Collections Centre 

of the University of Aberdeen’s Sir Duncan Rice Library.  They contain the historic 
records of more than 100 hospitals and health organisations across Grampian 
region and are considered to be among the finest in the UK.   

 
The records date from the founding of the first infirmary in Aberdeen in 1739 up 

to the late twentieth century.  The money for the first hospital was raised by public 
subscription and a piece of land at Woolmanhill was chosen for its site.  At this 
time Woolmanhill was at the edge of the city, so it was considered that the air 

there would be cleaner, healthier and more beneficial.  The hospital opened in 
1742 as Aberdeen Infirmary and in 1773 was given a Royal Charter to become 

Aberdeen Royal Infirmary.  Very soon extra beds were needed and extensions to 
the building were necessary.  The main expansion occurred during the 1830s and 
1840s when the Simpson Pavilion, designed by Archibald Simpson, was built.  The 

previous buildings were demolished.  Further expansion in the 1890s saw the 
addition of the surgical, pathology, medical and laundry blocks giving us the 

building as it looks today.  The garden in the centre became a car park.  More 
space was required at the beginning of the twentieth century and a new 

outpatients department was built where the roundabout is today. 
 
The 1920s and 1930s saw the next stage in hospital provision in the city.  The 

setting up of a joint hospital scheme was promoted by Matthew Hay, who was 
Medical Officer of Health at this time. He proposed that all of the city’s hospital 

provision should be concentrated on one site and land at Foresterhill was 
purchased for this purpose.  This was the beginning of the hospital complex of ARI 
as we know it today.   

 
In 1781 the Aberdeen Dispensary was set up to provide a service to outpatients 

similar to that given by present-day general practitioners.  It operated from the 
Guestrow .  Alexander Gordon who had been a surgeon in the Royal Navy was 
appointed physician to the Dispensary.  A maternity service was also provided by 

the Dispensary.  Dr Gordon is famous for the treatise he produced in 1795 on the 
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epidemic of puerperal fever, which was causing so many deaths in Aberdeen.   It 
appeared that the fever only affected women who gave birth with a doctor or 

midwife in attendance.  He traced the source of the infection to the lack of hygiene 
by the midwives and doctors who were not washing their hands before or after 

delivering a child.  His findings were ridiculed by other doctors and subsequently 
there were many more deaths. 
 

The need for a lunatic asylum was identified, as there were only six Bedlam cells 
in ARI.  Land at Clerkseat was purchased for the building of the asylum, which 

opened in 1800.  In 1809 further renovation was made and the male and female 
patients were segregated.  By 1818 the asylum held only 63 patients and, as it 
was too small, a new building was needed.   More land was purchased on the same 

site and the new building could now house 150 patients.  A Medical Superintendent 
was appointed in 1830 and Clerkseat House was built for him in 1852 but soon 

more accommodation was required and the house was also used for housing 
patients.  By 1857 the average number of patients had risen to 291.  The Lunacy 
(Scotland) Act was passed in 1857.  This act meant that districts had to make 

provision for lunatic paupers in their own area.  The Aberdeen District Lunacy 
Board decided to build a hospital outwith the city at Kingseat near New Machar, 

which opened in 1904.  At this point in her talk Fiona provided us with an example 
of case notes of a patient called John Allen who died in 1862.  He was an advocate 

and was described as being insane, violent and suffering from intemperance.  
 
Belleville Hospital on Baker Street called the ‘Aberdeen Hospital for the Relief of 

Persons Labouring under Incurable Diseases’ housed long-term patients suffering 
from chronic illnesses.  It was in this location from 1857 until the hospital was 

moved to Morningfield and opened there in 1884.  It was used to house wounded 
Belgian soldiers from the First World War.  Food was in short supply and an appeal 
was made to local people for donations.  It eventually became a geriatric unit and 

closed in 1998. 
 

The first Aberdeen Convalescent Hospital opened in 1873 in Lochhead House, 
Cornhill and was moved from there in 1897 to Hillhead of Pitfodels.  Another move 
took the hospital to Glen o’ Dee until its closure in 1964. 

 
The City Hospital was opened by the Town Council as a fever hospital in 1877.  It 

was known locally as Cuningharhill (Rabbit Hill).  Cases of endemic and infectious 
diseases including tuberculosis were treated there.  In 1886 a damning report of 
the conditions in the hospital was made public.  Complaints had been made about 

nurses being drunk on duty, children coming home with lice and patients going 
out of the hospital at night.  Wards were used there in 1964 for the typhoid 

epidemic.  Typhoid patients were also treated in Summerfield Hospital, which 
opened in 1900 and was originally for district patients.  It became a maternity 
hospital closing in 1991. 

 
By 1877 all the hospitals already discussed had opened, but it was not until this 

date that the first children’s hospital was opened.  The Aberdeen Sick Childrens’ 
Hospital was located in Castle Terrace in a building, which many Aberdonians will 
remember more recently as Cocky Hunters.  In 1894 it was renamed the Royal 

Aberdeen Hospital for Sick Children.  It was funded by subscriptions and this is 
the origin of today’s Archie Foundation.  The hospital was relocated to the 

Foresterhill site and opened there in 1929.  In 1920 the Joint Hospitals Scheme, 
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promoted by Matthew Hay, was given approval for all the hospitals to be on one 
site at Foresterhill.  Professor Hay’s vision created a world first for all associated 

hospital provision and teaching together on one site.  Today it is one of the largest 
health campuses in Europe. 

 
Woodend Hospital started as Oldmill Poorhouse and Hospital to replace Oldmachar 
and St Nicholas Poorhouses.  It opened in 1907, but was requisitioned in World 

War One as a military hospital and gained a reputation for orthopaedics.  In 1927 
it reopened as Woodend Municipal Hospital.  At this point Fiona showed us a 

photograph of children in Woodend being treated for rickets by ultraviolet. 
 
At the end of her talk Fiona gave the audience information on how to access the 

Archives.  They are available in the Wolfson Reading Room in the Sir Duncan Rice 
Library on the University of Aberdeen’s Old Aberdeen campus.  If you do not have 

a University of Aberdeen library card you will need to register for an access pass, 
either in person or online.  Photo ID and proof of address is needed.  Booking is 
required for access to the records.  Phone Fiona on 01224 274912 or email to 

grampian.archives@nhs.net 
 

            Kit Corall, No. 1000 
 

Glasgow – 19 November 2016 – Chris Paton – Down and out in Scotland: 
researching ancestral crisis 
 

Chris Paton, genealogist/writer/blogger, gave an interesting talk.  When things go 
wrong, there tends to be someone with a pen taking down details.  Chris covered 

several aspects: family and relationships, law and order, poverty, debt, medical 
problems and ‘them v. us’.  The example of illegitimacy was used to illustrate 
family and relationships, with advice on consulting Kirk Session minutes and the 

Register of Corrected Entries. 

Under law and order, Chris described the various courts and the wealth of 

information that can be gathered in preparation for a trial.  He used the example 
of his own 3g-grandmother’s murder (as yet unsolved) in 1866.  The court records 

even include an architect’s plan of the kitchen in which she was killed and a report 
of the post-mortem! 

A discussion of poverty covered the records of Kirk Sessions and the later Parochial 
Boards, which can be very detailed where they survive.  For early ancestors in 

debt, the Kirk Session minutes are a useful source.  Chris also described the 
process of horning and poinding.  For more recent times, the bankruptcy process 
can provide extensive detail of an ancestor’s affairs. 

We are all used to noting causes of death from certificates, but where an ancestor 

died in hospital or an asylum, the records of those institutions can supply more 
information.  Chris finally touched on ‘them v. us’, when individuals leave records 
because they came into conflict with the state – Covenanters, Chartists, 

Suffragettes.  He illustrated this with examples of records relating to Jacobites, 
especially the papers of the forfeited estates.  Chris has written a book, with the 

same title as his talk, which goes into the topic in great detail and suggests a wide 
range of useful sources. 

Graham Robertson, No. 11685 

mailto:grampian.archives@nhs.net
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Moray/Banff Group 

In October we looked again at the options for recording and storing our family 
history, making the most of tips from a recent magazine article.  In November we 

had an excellent meeting on medals and how to research them, thanks to very 
knowledgeable input from member Ruth McIntosh and several others.  We had an 
amazing number of medals on display, together with a great deal of information.  

We rounded off the year with our Christmas social at which a good time was had 
by all. 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank all the members in the Moray/Banff 
Group for their support over the last year.  Looking forward to seeing you in 2017! 

Mary Evans, Co-ordinator, Moray/Banff Group 

 

 

Roselea House 

12 Springbank Terrace, Aberdeen  AB11 6LS 
Tel./Fax: 01224 583060 

E-mail: CandFMoore@roseleahouse.co.uk 

Friendly, family-run, city-centre guest house convenient for bus/railway stations 
and ferry terminal. 

Vegetarian breakfasts available.  TV and tea/coffee-making facilities in all rooms. 
A non-smoking establishment. 

BandB rates:  Single: £40.00, en-suite £50.00 

Double/Twin:  £27.50 p.p., en-suite (Double only) £32.50 p.p. 

Members of Aberdeen and NE Scotland Family History Society. 

A discount of 5% is offered to members, if requested at time of booking. 
Visit our website at www.roseleahouse.co.uk  

mailto:CandFMoore@roseleahouse.co.uk
http://www.roseleahouse.co.uk/
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Tullidephs, Tillydaffs, Dulledaphes … 

 
In May 2009 I submitted an article called ‘A dead end, or only a brick wall?’ to the  

ANESFHS journal, describing my search for the ancestors of my great-
grandmother, Eliza Tilliduff, who was born in South-East London but whose name, 
according to Black’s Surnames of Scotland, should go back to Aberdeen.  I am 

very grateful to members who contacted me with information and suggestions, 
and the next instalment is below. 

 
My great-aunt commissioned some research on her mother’s surname, Tilliduff, in 
1971 which went back another three generations and then came to a full-stop at 

the beginning of the nineteenth century, but with the information that the name 
probably went back to Aberdeen.  The family at that point was firmly based in 

London with the spelling ‘Tilliduff’, my great-grandmother being Eliza, whose 
great-grandfather was Robert Tilliduff, living in Cripplegate, London, from 1785 
onwards, and married to Lydia.  The only source of information on Robert Tilliduff 

was from his children’s births, on which he was noted as a cordwainer.  The 1971 
researcher had found details of his death on December 29 1809, and also of his 

burial, but death records from that time are no longer available at the London 
Metropolitan Archives.  After fourteen years of searching I felt I had exhausted all 
possibilities of finding any more about him. 

 
However, I had also been working on the Scottish lead.  Throughout the sixteenth 

and seventeenth centuries there are records of baptisms and marriages in St. 
Nicholas Church in Aberdeen.  Thanks to a member of ANESFHS I had a list of 24 
Tillydaffs (and similar spellings) from the Aberdeen Council Registers between 

fifteenth - seventeenth centuries, and a few other possible leads such as a handful 
of Tullidephs in Fife in the eighteenth century.  The only Tullideph not hailing from 

Fife was in London – St. Marylebone, where Robert Pitman Tullideph was born to 
a father of the same name, with mother Eleonor, in 1761.  But I had no other 
Roberts – they were a puzzle. 

 
Then I moved to Speyside and started going to the meetings of the ANESFHS in 

Elgin.  It was suggested I should join the Guild of One-Name Studies (GOONS), 
which I did in 2014.  I started to collect all references and had gathered 190+ 
instances and began to think I was nearing another full-stop when I happened 

across a Robert Tullidelph born in 1731 in Dron, Perth, son to Thomas Tullideph, 
(with whom I had been acquainted for some years, as having been Principal of the 

United Colleges of St. Andrews for thirty years, as well as Moderator of the Church 
of Scotland and Chaplain to George III) (Academic Patronage in the Scottish 

Enlightenment – Roger Emerson).  Why had my wild-card searches not picked up 
the extra ‘l’?  Or had he previously been mistranscribed at Scotland’s People?  I 
already had the marriage of a Robert Tilledeph to Lillias Lindsay in Edinburgh in 

1757, when he was in the army.  I found that by 1760 this Robert had left the 
army, so was free to have been in London, with a new wife, and a son Robert.  My 

linking of the Robert Tullideph born in St. Marylebone to Robert Tilliduff in 
Cripplegate was endorsed by GOONS members, so when the two Roberts became 
one my tree was several generations further on.  I could now go back to my 10 x 

great-grandfather Thomas Tullidaff, who was born in 1541 in Aberdeenshire, and 
served as minister in Slains, Ellon, Logie-Buchan and Foveran.  In 1639 at the age 

of 98 he was asking the Church for a regular pension in view of the uncertain 
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times.  He knew that if the present incumbent of his former parish of Ellon was 
deprived of his position then he, Thomas, would have no means of financial 

support.  There is however no record of for how long the pension was paid (Fasti 
Ecclesiae Scoticanae). Thomas was also involved in the trial of the witch Helen 

Fraser, who was convicted in 1597 of bewitching Andrew Tilliduff (any relation?!) 
and making him leave his wife for a harlot 
(http://www.shca.ed.ac.uk/Research/witches/) 

 
Thomas’s grandson William (baptised as Dulledaphe, 1626-1695) was a 

Covenanter, who graduated from St. Salvators College, St. Andrews in 1641 and 
continued to teach there after graduation.  But he was imprisoned for his beliefs 
as well as losing his livelihood on several occasions. Finally, in 1691 he became 

Principal of St. Leonards College, St. Andrews. There is a possibility that William 
may have lent or gifted the university some money, as in 1709 there was an ‘Eik’, 

an addition to his will, with the university repaying interest for 1692–1695. 
 
The first mention of the surname is in 1317 when John de Tolidef was before the 

Baillies in Aberdeen asking for land that had been inherited by him from his mother 
to be passed to him.  His half-brother Adam de Ran had been heard to say that 

he was holding the land which rightly belonged to John (The Miscellany of The 
Spalding Club, Vol V, Page 13).  In 1411 William de Tulliedaff was killed at the 

Battle of Harlaw and is thought to have been buried in the Black Cairn on the Hill 
of Rothmaise, which was opened in the nineteenth century and found to contain 
the body of a knight in armour (The Thanage of Fermartyn - Rev. William Temple) 

Throughout the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries there are Tullydaffs as burgesses 
of Aberdeen, and graduates from the University, with an emphasis on music.  One 

became master of ‘the school of sang’ in Tain, and another was a professor of 
music in Dunfermline and Edinburgh.  (He left a two-page will in 1640, which I 
have yet to transcribe!)   

 
At the end of the sixteenth century the main line of the family ‘of that Ilk’ died 

out, with only three daughters, one of whom married into the Seton family, with 
Marjory Tilliduff’s son William Seton (who as a Catholic had allied himself with the 
Marquis of Huntly, in conflict with the Presbyterian Tullidephs at St. Andrews) 

inheriting the Tillydaff lands from his mother in 1624 (A History of the Family of 
Seton During Eight Centuries – George Seton) 

 
Another sixteenth century Tullidephs was Robert, who married the sister of George 
Wishart, who was burned at the stake for heresy at St. Andrews in 1546.  Robert’s 

son Oliver, who was old enough to have watched his uncle’s death, was as a young 
man the unwitting catalyst of the destruction of the monasteries and churches of 

Perth in 1559, for which he received a death sentence and imprisonment at Scone 
for a period. However, a reprieve came at the last minute when the monks 
admitted defeat and left Perth for the Continent (The Book of Perth – John Parker 

Lawson). Henry Tullidaff and his two daughters Katheryne and Marion were in 
Shetland in the first half of the sixteenth century, with Henry also having an estate 

in Orkney. 
 
From the seventeenth century, the Tullidephs were to be found mainly in Fife, with 

a few scattered further south, and David the merchant (born 1705, another son 
of Thomas) making his home in Cambridgeshire, while his brother Walter was in 

http://www.shca.ed.ac.uk/Research/witches/
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Antigua and Dundee, where he and his family are remembered with roads and 
buildings being named after them.  

  
The place name Tillydaff, as it now is, comes from the old barony of that name in 

Midmar, Aberdeenshire.  The derivation is Celtic, tulloch – hill, damh – of the oxen 
(Celtic Place Names in Aberdeenshire – John Milne M.A.., LL.D).  As well as the 
modern area of Tillydaff (now divided between an organic vegetable producer 

called Vital Veg and a stud farm) the barony comprised the areas of Orchardtown, 
Rothmaise, Logierieve and Ranieston (The Thanage of Fermartyn - Rev. William 

Temple). (In 2009 I was only aware of references to Tillyduff near St. Combs and 
Crimond, but in fact these are not related to my family.)   
 

I now have 201 names from all references throughout the centuries – they never 
were a numerous family – and 29 different spellings.  The Tullideph name was 

extinct by the beginning of the nineteenth century, although several families are 
carrying the name down the male line as a middle name.  And there are now only 
two people with the Tilliduff name, both in South Africa, and I believe the name 

will die out with this generation.  However, I shall keep up the search for any past 
members of the family who are more deeply buried in the records. 

 
Eliza Tilliduff (b.1859 London) 

| 
Thomas Prudden Tilliduff (b. 1824 King Henry’s Yard Aldgate London) 

| 

Joseph Tilliduff (b. 1788 Cripplegate London) 
| 

Robert Pitman Tullideph (Tilliduff) (b. 1761 Marylebone London) 
| 

Robert Tullidelph (b. 1731 Dron Perthshire) 

| 
Thomas Tullideph (b. 1700 Dunbarney Perthshire) 

| 
John Tullideph (b. abt 1660 Dunbog, Fife) 

| 

William Dulledaphe (Tullideph) (b. 1626 Leslie Fife) 
| 

William Tullidaff (b. ???? Aberdeenshire) 
| 

Thomas Tullidaff (b. 1541 Aberdeenshire) 

 
There is now a website detailing all records of the family, hosted by The Guild of 

One-Name Studies, at tilliduff.one-name.net 
 

Christine Searle, heemstede.kees@gmail.com, No. 17868 

 

William Pennie - chemist on Rosemount Viaduct 
 

We have recently received papers and photographs relating to Mr William Pennie 

and his family who was a chemist on Rosemount Viaduct in the early 20th century. 
Are you a relative of his? We would like to pass on the material to his family. If 

you are interested please contact Edna Cromarty at library@anesfhs.org.uk. We 
look forward to hearing from you. 

mailto:heemstede.kees@gmail.com
mailto:library@anesfhs.org.uk
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Captain G A C Moir Of The Gordon Highlanders 

 
This article is about my grandfather George A C Moir of the 5th Battalion, Gordon 
Highlanders, who was killed on 7 April 1917 in France. It is based mainly on his 
obituary from the British Roll of Honour which seems to date from either during 

or just after the war so it is a little old fashioned in style. I do have quite a few 
photographs not only of George (see Journal cover) but of other soldiers and a 

group photo of his gymnastics club which may also be of interest to ANESFHS 
members (sadly I do not know names).  George also left a bequest for a brass 
tablet commemorating soldiers of the Methlick area to be erected in the Methlick 

Parish Church which is still there. 
 

Captain G A C Moir of the Gordon Highlanders, the only son of the late George 
Moir, Esq of Glencairn, Methlick, and of Mrs Moir, (Mary Christie), was born on 
December 17, 1887, and educated at Methlick School and Gordon's College, 

Aberdeen.  On leaving school, he served his apprenticeship with Arthur Cheyne, 
Esq, Architect in Aberdeen, and after some experience in London, commenced the 

practice of his profession in Methlick, and at the outbreak of the war was 
superintending the erection of the large addition to the Methlick Higher Grade 
Public School. 

 
Captain Moir took an interest in the young people of the district, and became a 

teacher in the Sunday School and Lieutenant of the local Company of the Boys' 
Brigade and founded a Gymnastic Club, which he brought to a high state of 
efficiency. 

 
It followed naturally to one of his temperament that no duty to his country would 

be neglected, and in April 1913, he joined the local Territorials with the rank of 
lieutenant.  The same year he gained the Recruit's Cup for shooting at the 

Wapinshaw, Aberdeen, his Battalion Cup, and also his Company Cup for recruits. 
 
With his Battalion he mobilised on August 14, 1914, and for nearly three years 

gave his best in untiring service to King and Country.  On April 7, 1917, whilst 
sitting in a hut with several of his brother Officers, Captain Moir was 

instantaneously killed, a German shell striking the hut, killing four Officers and 
wounding the others.   
 

The Chaplain wrote:  
‘I saw him afterward, and I can confidently assure you that he did not suffer:  

probably did not even hear the shell coming.  I leave the commanding Officer to 
speak of his soldierly qualities, but I must tell you how much we all liked him and 
how greatly we shall miss him.’ 

 
The Commanding Officer testified as follows: 

‘His loss will be deeply felt in the Battalion, where he was deservedly popular, and 
his Company in particualr will miss his leadership at this juncture very much 
indeed.... Please accept my sincere sympathy in which I am joined by the whole 

Battalion, Officers, Non-commissioned Officers and men.’ 
 

A friend now serving at the Front as Chaplain wrote: 
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‘He was a fine lad and I shall always remember with gratitude the work he did in 
Methlick among the young men with the Boys' Brigade.  No one could have been 

more help than he was.’ 
 

On Easter Sunday afternoon, in the beautifully situated cemetery of Maroeuil, side 
by side with his brother Officers, Captain Moir was laid to rest to the sobbing of 
the pipes and all the honours of a military funeral. 

 
Captain Moir married, on April 19, 1915, Mary, youngest daughter of James 

Lumsden, Esq, of Fountainhall House, Blenheim Place, Aberdeen, by whom, he 
had a son born on March 25 1917.  He was a member of the Aberdeen, Banff and 
Kincardine Club, London, and the Conservative Club, Aberdeen.  In the latter 

especially he will be much missed, but he will also ever be remembered as a 
gallant soldier, an upright gentlemen and a staunch friend.  

 
We know 

that youth has come to claim his own again, 

that nothing beautiful that God has given 
Dies utterly, or gives his life in vein. 

 
 

Elizabeth Moir, No. 20239, elizmoir@gmail.com 
 

---oo0oo--- 

 

The Journal of Genealogy and Family History  
 
Launching in April 2017, the new Journal of Genealogy and Family History (JGFH) 
will address the current need for a high quality, peer reviewed publication, 

covering broad scholarly research in genealogy and family history in a twenty first 
century online format. The journal will be offered to readers and contributors for 

free, on an open-access, non-commercial basis, with content available under a 
Creative Commons Attribution License. The scope of the journal will include any 
field or academic discipline associated with genealogy or family history research 

such as heraldry, demography, education and record conservation.  
 

The journal will attract authors from around the world who wish to have their 
genealogical and family history work published in a credible form and made 
available to anyone who chooses to read it. All articles submitted for publication 

will undergo anonymous peer review, which will provide a rigorous and robust 
process of close scrutiny. The Journal of Genealogy and Family History is 

registered at the British Library with ISSN 2399-2964.  
 
The journal was initiated and designed by the Register of Qualified Genealogists 

and will be published via their website at: 
http://www.qualifiedgenealogists.org/jgfh  

 
For further information please contact the Editor, Jessica Feinstein by email or 

telephone: editor@qualifiedgenealogists.org & 01235 531500 (evenings only).  

 
 

mailto:elizmoir@gmail.com
http://www.qualifiedgenealogists.org/jgfh
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Margaret Logan's Last Journey Home to Scotland 

 
In the summer of 2013 while browsing the ‘Roots’ site I read an appeal from a 
granddaughter on behalf of her 91 year old grandmother both of whom were 
resident in America.   Grandma was Margaret TerBush nee Logan, born in Scotland 

in 1922 to Hay Logan born 1883 and Helen Richmond.   The family emigrated to 
Michigan when Margaret was one year old.   By her nineteenth birthday her 

parents and 2 sisters were dead.   Her brother, Harry Christie Logan, born 1910 
died in the 1950s.    
  

I recognised the name Hay Logan from helping my cousin with her tree where I 
found a Hay Logan born 1848, who was her Great Grandfather, father of the above 

Hay Logan and William Taylor Logan, my cousin's grandfather.     
  
After we made contact with Michigan, letters, 'phone calls, cards and gifts were 

exchanged in both directions and for 3 years Margaret in America was so happy 
to have her ‘Scottish family’ in her life.   Although living for 93 years in America 

she always thought of herself as Scottish.    Sadly earlier this year at age 94 
Margaret died.  However, she had asked her newly found Scottish cousin, Susan 
if some of her ashes could be sent back to Aberdeenshire when she passed 

away.   Of course Susan agreed and in due course a small container flew across 
the Atlantic to Glasgow, then up to Aberdeenshire.  

  
The small casket in a green velvet bag with heather and tartan ribbon was blessed 

by the Minister of Finzean Church on a 

beautiful October Sunday.    On the Monday, 
a sunny autumnal day, her cousin and I set off 

with Margaret's ashes on her final journey.    
  

Our first stop was St. Machar's Cathedral 
(Photograph to left) to visit the grave where 
Hay Logan, Margaret's Grandfather, born 

1848, died 1886, is buried, along with his wife 
Morrison Christie and we laid flowers.   Next 

stop Cruden Kirkyard the burial ground of 
Thomas Logan, farmer of Midmill of Cruden, 
Margaret's Great Grandfather, died October 

1873 and his wife Jane Hardy.    Where we 
also placed a floral tribute.    Finally into 

Cruden Bay and down to the sea.   At the 
mouth of the Water of Cruden, which would 
have turned the wheel at Midmill for her Great 

Grandparents, Margaret's ashes were 
sprinkled.   Her last journey had finally come to an end.   

  
In the Library at the ANESFHS in King Street I found Peter Logan's Family Tree 
which traces the family back to the 1600s, and we have been in touch with him. 

 
Jean Brown, No. 11154 
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Some Aberdeen bridges  

When I think of Family History, I think of more than just dates and places and 

more than just births, marriages, and deaths. It is where my ancestors lived, what 

they did, and how they did it. In general, it was their life and times. Almost 

everyone who has ancestors from the city of Aberdeen, will find that within one or 

two generations they are looking at records from the north-east counties of 

Aberdeenshire, Banffshire, and Kincardineshire. Very few of us can trace our 

ancestry back within the city beyond the mid-nineteenth century. 

So have you ever imagined how your ancestors reached the city? There were no 

railways before 1850 from the south, and 1854 from the north. There was a canal 

opened between Aberdeen and Inverurie in 1805, but very few would have moved 

into the city using the canal. It was built primarily for goods, and that is how it 

was used. So most travelled by road. 

As Aberdeen grew up between the river Dee and the river Don, most of our 

ancestors (unless they came from Mar, the region between the two rivers) would 

have had to cross one of these rivers before they reached the city, as would almost 

all earlier travellers to the city. 

If you were travelling from Buchan, you would come down through Ellon and 

approach Aberdeen through Old Machar parish and cross the Don at the Brig o’ 

Balgownie. If you came from further west, from Banff, Turriff, or Oldmeldrum 

areas, you would have travelled to Newmachar and then towards Parkhill before 

arriving in Old Machar parish and again crossed the Don at the Brig o’ Balgownie. 

(The bridge at Dyce was not built until 1803). If you came from the south you 

would enter the city at the Bridge of Dee. 

It is not surprising then, that Aberdeen has two of the oldest bridges in Scotland, 

including the oldest of all, the Brig o’ Balgownie. Below is some information on 

each of the bridges and on pages 22-24 you will find some photographs of the 

three bridges mentioned below. 

The Brig O’ Balgownie 

The Brig o’ Balgownie (Bridge of Balgownie), which crosses the River Don about a 

half mile from the river’s exit into the North Sea, was probably started about 1272 

and completed in the early 14th century. Richard Cementarius, noted as a Burgess 

of Aberdeen in 1272, may have been engaged in building the bridge, from Bishop's 

revenues in the time of Bishop Chein (1285-1328). However the bridge was not 

finished until long after Richard's death, as, in 1294, Malcolm of Palogoueny 

(Balgownie) and Duncan the merchant wrote a charter in which they acted as 

guarantors of the estate of the late Richard, so any involvement that he had with 

building the bridge would have to have been before 1294. 

 

After falling into disrepair in the mid-sixteenth century it was extensively 

renovated in 1605. A plaque on the bridge states that it was almost totally rebuilt 

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Malcolm_of_Palogoueny&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Duncan_the_merchant&action=edit&redlink=1
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by the Town Council in 1605 with funds provided by Sir Alexander Hay. The funds 

consisted of income in perpetuity from lands of a yearly value of £2, 8s. 5½d, to 

keep the Auld Brig in repair. By 1872 the funds had accumulated to £23,153, even 

though £17,100 had been used to build the new Bridge of Don, 502 yards 

downstream in 1825.  

In the charter, Hay wrote that the bridge ‘was built by command, and at the 

expense of, the deceased most invincible prince, Robert Bruce, king of the 

Kingdom of Scotland.’ Parson Gordon of Rothiemay was the first to record a fuller 

version of the story some sixty years after Hay. He wrote: ‘No man can certainly 

tell who builded the Bridge of Done. The commone and most probable reporte is 

that the renouned Prince Robert Bruisse, King of Scotland, at such tyme as he 

banished B. Henrie Cheyne from his sea, and drave him out of Scotland beside, 

did command for to sequester the bishops yeerlie revenue to be imployed towards 

pious uses, and that this bridge (which is lyke to be true) was builted with a part 

of that revenue.’ 

The story goes that Lord Byron (his mother’s only son), born and brought up in 

Aberdeen, had heard of a curse put on the bridge by a much earlier traveller, 

Thomas the Rhymer. Thomas was one of Scotland’s earliest known poets, and was 

also a prophet. Apparently he had crossed the Brig in a night of terrible storms 

and was so angry and annoyed about the weather in this part of the world (he 

was a Borderer) that he cursed the Brig and said, 

'Brig o' Balgownie, woe to thy wa', 

wi' a wife's ae son. and a meer's ae foal, 

Doon shallt thou fa'!' 

Byron crossed the bridge on a mare’s only foal, and the bridge is still standing. 

The bridge ceased to be a major route in 1830 when the present Bridge of Don 

was completed which was doubled in width in 1960. 

 

The Bridge of Dee 

In the fifteenth century a drovers' road ran from Stonehaven to Aberdeen: called 

the Causey Mounth, it took a more direct line north, through Muchalls, 

Bourtreebush, Causey Port, Tolohill and then to Kincorth before reaching the Dee 

River where there was a ferry-boat crossing; Kincorth ferry is noted in a 1510 

Charter of Arbroath .There was also a ford, 300m downstream of the present 

bridge. This ancient trackway was still in use until the mid-eighteenth century. 

The line can be seen on roysroads.co.uk 

The first mention of the inconvenience of ferryboat crossings was made in 1448 

by Aberdeen Council. Although there had been earlier bequests and proposals, a 

bridge was not started until the sixteenth century when Bishop Elphinstone 

bequeathed £20,000 towards the project. By 1514, when the Bishop died, quarry 

stone had been acquired but no work had started. The stones came from Moray 

and were transported to Aberdeen by sea, coming up the river in small boats. His 

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Parson_Gordon&action=edit&redlink=1
http://roysroads.co.uk/
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successor, Bishop Gordon, declined to take on the project and it was left to the 

next in line, Bishop Gavin Dunbar, to take the building forward. Sadly, he too died 

before the bridge was completed which was around 1530. Thomas Franche was 

the master mason. There were seven fifty foot span arches, each with five ribs. It 

was a little over 14 foot wide and built in freestone ashlar. It was well recorded 

that branders were used in the construction of the piers.  In 1545 a wooden port 

or gate was erected and a wayside chapel was known to be at the northeast 

end.  During times of plague burghers were posted on the bridge to ensure the 

town was kept in quarantine.  

 

In 1639, in the first battle of the Civil War, Aberdeen had been persuaded to take 

a Royalist stance. Forces under the command of Lord Aboyne occupied the Dee 

Bridge and came under attack from a Covenanter army led by Montrose and 

Marischal, approaching from the Causey Mounth. The defenders were 

overwhelmed but the townsfolk were spared the inevitable consequences because 

a treaty was concluded at Berwick ending the hostilities. 

 

Starting in 1719 the bridge was extensively repaired and restructured by the town 

council over a period of five years. In 1840 it was widened to 26 feet by John 

Smith, the city architect. The whole of the west face of the bridge was carefully 

dismantled and re-erected and granite was used. The project was a model for 

bridge widening and an account was published in 1842. Until 1832, this was the 

access to the city from the south. The bridge still features the original sixteenth 

century piers, coats of arms and passing places, and to this day continues as the 

main A90 road into Aberdeen from the south. 

Ruthrieston Pack Bridge 

A much smaller bridge, not known by many of the citizens of Aberdeen today, is 

the Ruthrieston Pack Bridge. This is the only surviving example of a pack horse 

bridge in this area of Scotland, and was first mentioned in the Town Council 

Minutes in 1541 as the ‘blind bryg’. The present bridge was built with stones from 

the quarry in Hill of Pitfoddels in the early 1700s. Despite being moved in 1923, 

the bridge survives in good condition. The parapet is a later addition, the original 

parapets being long gone. The main loss is the weathering of the two coats of 

arms. That to the left is of Aberdeen City, with 3 towers supported by 2 leopards, 

and the motto ‘Bon Accord’; while that to the right belongs to Robert Cruickshank 

of Banchory Devenick, who was Provost at the time the bridge was built, and 

added his coat of arms without the Council's permission. In 1698 when he ceased 

to be Provost, the Council demanded the stone be removed and that Cruickshank 

pay for a new stone, with a Latin inscription. When Cruickshank refused to pay, 

his stone was turned and the inscription carved on the reverse. It was not until 

the bridge was repaired in 1877 that the stone was turned to display the coat of 

arms. In 1796, the road layout changed and traffic was diverted from the bridge. 

Bill Diack, No. 155, journal@anesfhs.org.uk  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A90_road
mailto:journal@anesfhs.org.uk
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Winner of the Bruce Henderson Award, Mr Duncan Cumming and his wife Sally 

Photo taken by Gavin Bell 
 

Bruce Henderson Award  

Bruce Henderson was a very active member of the Society in the 1980s and was 

Chairman for a time. When he died his wife donated a sum of money to the Society 
with which we decided to introduce the Bruce Henderson Award – a silver salver, 

presented annually since 1991 for the best original piece of work. 

The basic rules are that it should be an original piece of research with obvious 
north-east family history connections, with an index.  The winning entry is 

published by the Society and the winner’s name inscribed on the salver. 

The latest winner of this Award was Duncan Cumming. His work entitled John 

Cumming of Elgin and Aberdeen Ship Master 1805-1856 will be published by the 
Society next year. Congratulations, Duncan - and our thanks to everyone who 
submitted entries.  

Do not forget that you too could be a winner! Write up your research and submit 
your work for consideration by our Publications Committee. Details on rules and 

guidelines may be obtained by contacting jean.shirer@anesfhs.org.uk 
 
 

mailto:jean.shirer@anesfhs.org.uk
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Above is the view over the Brig o’ Balgownie from Seaton and below 
commemorative plaque on the bridge.  
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Old Bridge of Dee 
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Ruthrieston Pack Bridge and Latin Inscription 
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The Cow(e)s uncovered 

 
For as long as I can remember it was ‘Granny and Bob at Keith.’ on my dad’s side.  

Bob was my step grandfather, a retired farmer and a distant cousin of my 
grandmother.  They married within a year of the death of John Cowe, my 
grandfather, in 1948.  I was born a few months later. 

 
John Cowe worked in sawmills all over Scotland and had spent some time in 

Australia before marrying Jessie my grandmother. Their families both came from 
Aberdeenshire. But I had only ever seen two photos of him and knew next to 
nothing about his relatives.  So why the big mystery?  Granny was remarried by 

the time I knew her and on our regular visits to Keith I never saw photos or 
anything else in the house relating to him  When I asked her once about the family 

she simply said, ‘ Och they were all tinkers.’  My father had seen his grandfather 
Alexander Cowe once briefly and he had been described to him as a feckless idle 
drinker.  And he did not know much about the family – only that there were around 

thirteen children and one of them, Forbes Lindsay, was killed in World War 1 
 

My father was named John Forbes Lindsay after his grandfather and this uncle.  
He was born in his mother’s home village of Lumsden.  His childhood was spent 
moving around Scotland as his father worked in the saw mills in the forests.  He 

joined the RAF at the beginning of WW2, met my English mother who was in the 
WAAFs and stayed in the RAF until the 1970s living in England, Scotland, and 

overseas.  They finally settled in Lincolnshire.  The name ‘Cowe’ always caused a 
reaction at first whenever I moved except of course when we were posted to RAF 
Buchan in Aberdeenshire. 

   
I knew my other three grandparents well.  I knew who their siblings were. I even 

met some of them.  So some time after my father died I finally got round to 
investigating the great Cow mystery.  How many children were there?  Who were 
they?  Was Alexander really that terrible? 

 
First I unearthed a copy my father had of his parents’ marriage certificate. That 

was all I had to go on. But this gave me my great grandparents’ names – 
Alexander Cowe and Jane Abel.  That was the starting point for researching my 
grandfather’s ancestors and his family. Through parish records, the census, 

gravestone inscriptions and talking to a cousin, I finally built up a picture.  So 
here’s what I found; 

 
The earlier Cows, as they were known then, seem to have originated from a little 

place called Corsekellie outside St Combs, near Fraserburgh and in the parish of 
Lonmay    John Cow, born in 1741 at Corsekellie married Isabel Murdo  and they 
had a son William.  Records suggest that the Cows go back to the 1600s in that 

area but it was difficult to prove the connection conclusively. 
 

William had a son, James.  He married Christian Michie. Christian was born in 
Strathdon and this might be why James moved to Kildrummy to work as a 
stonecutter at the local quarry.  One of his sons, Charles, married Mary Summers 

from Towie in 1855. They had a son Alexander (my great grandfather) in 1854.  
Then another son, John, arrived in 1855. Tragically Mary died two weeks after the 

birth, aged 22, leaving widowed Charles alone with two young boys. 
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Five years later Charles married Helen Law of Auchindoir. They lived at 

Westerclova, Kildrummy along with Charles’ now widowed mother Christian. Most 
likely Charles was an agricultural servant living in a cottage now long gone at 

Westerclova farm. Times were hard for agricultural workers in the north east of 
Scotland during this period.  This was evident in an inscription on a grave at 
Kildrummy cemetery listing the names of five of their daughters – Christian, 

Helen, Horatia, Ann and Jane aged between three and eight.  They died over a 
three week period in 1874.  Smallpox and scarletina were around at that time so 

maybe an outbreak of one of these was the cause. I found 13 children from this 
marriage in the records and it seems at least three others died in infancy.  So 
Alexander and his brother John were brought up in tough times. 

 
In the 1871 census Alexander aged 18 was recorded as working as a ‘farm servant’ 

for a farmer called Henderson in Auchindoir. He was an uncle of Alexander’s 
stepmother Helen.  There he must have met his future wife Jane Abel from Skene 
who in the census return is listed as a nursemaid at the same address aged 15. 

 
They had their first child Barbara at Kearn, Auchindoir, when Jane was about 17. 

Barbara did not marry, worked in service and died close to where her parents were 
living aged 80. 

 
Jane and Alexander were married when they were 19 and 20 at Tillyfour (Oyne 
parish) in 1875.  Then followed 13 more children and many moves! 

 
Mary born at Tillyfour in 1875 married William Allan at the Temperance Hotel 

Huntly in 1897.  She had 12 children and was widowed in 1929.  They lived in 
Forres and Nairn.  She died in Hawick at the home of a daughter in 1954. 
 

Horatia was also born at Tillyfour in 1877. The family had little money and typically 
for families like the Cowes, the elder daughters were packed off to service as early 

as possible while some of the sons were sent to farms as farm servants. So Horatia 
was working as a domestic servant for a tailor’s family in Strathdon at the age of 
13.  By 1901 she had landed a job as a housemaid at Cannon Hall, Crawthorne, 

Yorkshire - a stately home now open to the public. In 1905 she married John 
Williams (an engineer born in Islington London) at Fulham Register Office, London.  

By 1911 they were living in Englefield near Egham, Surrey and had 4 children and 
a servant.  She died in 1961 leaving an estate of over £4000.  
 

Margaret was born in Keig in 1880.  In 1899, at the Waverly Hotel, Aberdeen St 
Nicholas, she married Francis Anderson, a joiner, of Queen St, Aberdeen.  At this 

time she was a domestic servant in Beech Lodge, View Terrace, in Aberdeen.  By 
1911 they lived at ‘The Lodge’, ‘Hydropathic’, Dunblane where Francis was an 
electrical engineer. The ‘Hydropathic, is a very grand building, was a Spa centre 

then and now a hotel, The Dunblane Hydro. By 1911 they had four children living 
while three more had died.  She died at the same address in 1945 aged 64 and 

was outlived by her husband. 
 

Alexander was born in Glenend, Tough in 1882.  No other records have been found 

yet. 
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James started life at Turtory, Rothiemay, Banffshire, in 1883.  He worked as a 
woodcutter first then became a fencing contractor in Kelso. 

 
John, the seventh child came in 1884 at Moss Side, Tough and was my 

grandfather. 
 

For Annie born at ‘The Station’, Kennethmont in 1886 nothing has been found so 

far. 
 

Helen, born at Invermossat, Kildrummy in 1889 was still at home at Sawmill 
Cottages, Roadburn, Cairnie, and recorded as a ‘scholar’ aged 13 in the 1901 
census.  

 
Charles, born at the Saplings, Auchindoir in 1891, followed my grandfather into 

the sawmills and worked at some of the same places.  He was apparently killed in 
an accident at work. 

 

William Alexander, born in Auchindoir, in 1893 went to Canada to work as a 
labourer in Nelson, British Columbia.  He joined the 54th Battalion of the Canadian 

Infantry as a Private in WW1.  He is recorded as missing presumed killed at 
Courcelette France, 17 Sept 1916 aged 24. His name is on the War Memorial in 

Cairnie, and on the family headstone.  
 
Jane was born at Den Cottage, Towie, in 1894.  No further information has been 

found so far.  
 

Forbes Lindsay born at Birse (near Aboyne) in 1898 was working as a live-in farm 
cattleman for farmer John Armstrong in Cairnie in 1911. He was best man at my 
grandparents’ wedding.  He was conscripted to the 15th Scottish Division of the 

Gordon Highlanders, serving with the 8th Service Battalion in WW1.  He was killed 
in action during the Battle of the Somme at Le Transloy on Dec 21, 1916 aged 19. 

He is remembered on the Cairnie War Memorial and the family headstone. 
 
Tragically then Alexander and Jane lost two sons in the space of just over three 

months during this conflict. 
 

Dan Lockhart, the fourteenth and youngest child, was born at Saw Mill Cottages, 
Roadburn, Cairnie in 1899.  He is thought to have travelled to Canada but more 
information is still being chased. 

 
The family appear to have changed their name from Cow to Cowe between 1891 

and 1901.  They moved around as Alexander pursued work and possibly lived with 
various relatives when nothing else could be found for the growing family. From 
1899 they stayed in the Cairnie area.  Jane died in 1922 aged 65 years at Domrie, 

Cairnie, and Alexander died in 1938 at Robieston nearby 
 

Alexander seems to have been constantly working.  He was a farm worker, wood 
cutter, sawyer,  and a saw miller.  On our grandparents’ marriage certificate in 
1913 he is recorded as a farmer.  And from the records, I could see he registered 

all the births himself and was recorded as present at every one of them.  Given 
the start he had in life and the financial struggles he would have faced it would 

not be surprising if he was a bit rough around the edges.  But I think he was 
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basically a good man.  Maybe Jessie’s family disapproved of the marriage.  They 
had an established small holding and masonry business in Lumsden and owned 

property.  Perhaps they thought she was ‘marrying beneath her.’  
 

So here it is – finally some idea about the Cow(e) family’s ancestry.  Scotland’s 
People and the volunteers at the Aberdeen and N.E. Scotland Family History 
Centre’s volunteers provided very helpful information so thanks to both. 

 
I am glad I have been able to uncover so much but there is still more to find  If 

anyone can offer anything to help me fill in the blanks I would be glad to hear 
from them. 
 

Sue Phipps, No 20802, sphipps483@gmail.com  
 

 
 
John and Jessie Cowe with their children Bill, Maggie, and John circa 1929. One of only two 
pictures I have of my grandfather. 

 
 

---oo0oo--- 

 
 

What’s in a name?  
In the book review in Journal 141, page 17 there is a reference to a name being 
'corrupted' when a clerk has misheard it. One of our members, No. 546, Gordon 

Johnson, gordon@kinhelp.co.uk  makes the point that the concept of 'correct' 
spelling is a modern idea, when most folk can read and write. For much of the 

past, a name was simply written as spoken, thus you get variant spellings in the 
records. An illiterate person would have no idea how his name should be spelled. 
My own surname gets written in several different ways even today by people 

writing to me!  

 

mailto:sphipps483@gmail.com
mailto:gordon@kinhelp.co.uk
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Grandpa James - Closure 
 
Readers who took the trouble to read my articles in Journal Issues 138 and 139 

about my quest for the final resting place of my ‘Grandpa James’ may recall that 
I managed to track down his burial place to the Flagler Memorial Cemetery in 
Miami, Florida. 

 
I said I had yet to persuade my wife that I needed to pay my respects at the actual 

grave and she knew that a trip to Miami to do so was inevitable. A few weeks ago 
there was a good offer for flights using air miles and I duly manged to get to 
Florida and visit his actual grave in the very well cared for Good Shepherd section 

of the Cemetery. There’s a nice little grave marker giving his vital details, James 
McRae born 15 April 1890, died 19 April 1961. I presume the hole at the top is 

where a vase for flowers could be positioned. He is flanked on either side by his 
sister Annie McIntosh Steffan (née McRae) 1888-1957 and his third ‘wife’ (in 
parentheses since the legitimacy of any marriage is dubious), Florence Hazel 

McRae (née Hartley) 1898-1990. 
 

I’m usually content with just accepting the death certificate of anyone on my 
family tree as ‘closure’, but in the case of direct ancestors, particularly Grandpa 
James who led me such a merry dance to find out what happened to him, I think 

actually standing on the grave is required. So, case now closed! 
 

Stuart G McRae, No. 958, stuartmcrae@hotmail.com 
 

 

 
 
 

mailto:stuartmcrae@hotmail.com
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My Aberdeen Ancestors 
 

 
 

Kay family in mourning, circa 1919. 

 
Photograph - top row: granddaughters Margaret (1906-96), and Margaret (1896-1963), son-in-law 
James, granddaughter Mary and grandson John; middle row: son William, daughter Elizabeth, 

William himself, wife Margaret, daughter Margaret and son Fred; front row: grandson William (1906-
82), granddaughters Elizabeth and Jessie, and grandson William (1910-99). 

 
This is a biography of my great grandfather William Kay, also known as William 
Kay Firth (c1849-1927). William, the illegitimate son of Elizabeth Kay, was a 

carpet weaver, born in England, married in Aberdeen and finally settled in Perth 
with his family.  

 
Elizabeth Kay – my great great grandmother 
The key to information about Elizabeth Kay comes from William’s statutory 

register entry from his 1879 marriage in Aberdeen stating that she had married 
Thomas Firth. Although William was known as William Kay on Scottish census and 

statutory records, he used William Kay Firth on the Perth valuation rolls. 
 
Thomas Firth and Elizabeth Kay married in the Parish Church, Birstall, Yorkshire, 

in November 1850. Neither signed the register, both gave their mark. Thomas was 
a carpet weaver and Elizabeth a spinner. Thomas and Elizabeth’s first child was a 

son, John, William’s half-brother. John was born in January 1850 (or 1851 
according to the census) and baptised in 1859 in Birstall along with his brother 
Walter and sister Sarah. 
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In 1851 Thomas (27) and Elizabeth (21) were living in Liversedge, Yorkshire with 
two children, William (2) and John (3 months). According to the census record 

Elizabeth was born in Huddersfield while the others were born in Liversedge 
(Liversedge is a township in the parish of Birstall within Kirklees, West Yorkshire). 

Coincidently, also living nearby were Elizabeth’s parents, William (45) and Sarah 
Kay (43) and their daughter Ellen (20). Sarah and Ellen were born in Huddersfield. 
Also in the vicinity were Joseph Firth, agricultural labourer, and Thomas Thorp, 

carpet weaver from Aberdeen. It is easy to make connections. Both Elizabeth and 
Thomas died during the 1890s in Liversedge. I now examine the movement of 

their son John from Yorkshire to Perth. 
 
John Firth – half great great uncle 

John Firth (1850-1921) was born in Yorkshire, and then moved to Kendal where 
in 1876 he married and raised a family until the early 1880s when he relocated 

with his family to Perth. It is impossible to establish why they did this, although it 
was probably for economic reasons. 
 

We know that John and his wife Helen moved to Perth during or before 1883 
because they registered the birth of a son, Robert, in that year. John was a carpet 

weaver and they were living in St. Catherine’s, Perth. The family remained in Perth 
thereafter; John Firth died in Perth during 1921 aged 70. 

 
In the 1885-86 valuation rolls, both John and William were living in adjoining 
houses in St. Catherine’s, Caledonian Road, Perth; both declared their occupation 

as carpet weaver. 
 

William in Aberdeen 
William Kay (or Firth), my great grandfather, who in 1861 was a 12 year old 
working as a winder in Yorkshire, moved to Aberdeen for reasons unknown. In 

1876 William Kay was acknowledged in the St. Nicholas district of Aberdeen birth 
register as the father of Margaret Kay, born illegitimately to Margaret Leys, 

illiterate worker at a rag works. William was working as a journeyman carpet 
weaver, living in Woodside, Aberdeen. 
 

William (30) married Margaret (29) in December 1879 in Woodside, Aberdeen (Old 
Machar district) after banns according to the forms of the Established Church of 

Scotland. William’s status was widower, profession carpet weaver, while Margaret 
was spinster, rag worker. Both signed the register. Margaret was the daughter of 
John Leys and Margaret Campbell. William’s parental entry divulged his 

illegitimacy and his mother’s subsequent marriage to carpet weaver Thomas Firth. 
 

By 1881, the couple had two daughters, were living in Woodside, and William was 
a quarry labourer. In 1882 the couple had a son and William’s profession was once 
again carpet weaver. Could this indicate unsettled or unreliable employment, 

enough to consider a move away from Aberdeen? During the mid-1880s William 
and Margaret relocated to Perth to join William’s half-brother John Firth as 

evidenced by the 1885-86 Perth valuation rolls. I now look at William’s wife 
Margaret and her parents in more detail. 
 

Margaret Leys – my great grandmother 
Margaret Leys (c1850-1931), William’s wife, is a difficult individual to investigate. 

Living in Aberdeen, according to her marriage register, she was 29 in 1879, hence 



32   Aberdeen and NE Scotland FHS  February  2017 

born circa 1850 although I can find no matching church baptism. She may have 
been brought up by her maternal grandparents, James and Janet Campbell, as 

she stayed with them on census nights in 1861 (aged 10) and again in 1871 (aged 
21). 

 
Margaret’s parents are equally complex. There is a statutory entry of a Church of 
Scotland marriage for 1860 in St. Nicholas district of Aberdeen in which John Leys, 

bachelor, aged 31 married Margaret Campbell, spinster, aged 34. Margaret was 
illiterate and made her mark. But, by the 1861 census, they had three children at 

home, although we know John and Margaret had by that time four children in 
total, all born in Aberdeen. 
 

Like his half-brother John, it is likely that William moved his family to Perth during 
the mid-1880s for economic reasons. 

 
William and Margaret in Perth 
William and Margaret’s last child, Fred, was born in Perth in 1885. The family had 

clearly moved from Aberdeen by then. They lived in Caledonian Road – East Side 
and as legal tenant, William was listed as William K Firth, carpet weaver, next door 

to John Firth. 
 

The 1891 census shows William and Margaret had settled in Perth with four of 
their children: daughters Margaret and Elizabeth, and sons William and Fred. 
William and his daughter Elizabeth were working as a carpet weaver and carpet 

sewing machinist respectively. 
 

The family settled in 1 Lindsay’s Buildings on the east side of St. Catherine’s Road. 
The valuation rolls show that William and Margaret remained there for some 
considerable time. By 1911 the children had moved on and only Fred, a 

warehouseman in a linen works, remained with his parents. The census shows the 
couple had been married for 33 years and had had five children of whom four were 

still living. 
 
Children of William and Margaret 

Here are snippets concerning the four surviving children of William and his wife 
Margaret: my grandmother, great aunt and uncles. 

 
Margaret Leys Kay (1876-1953), born in Aberdeen, married James Prentice in 
1896, and died in Perth. At the time of the 1901 census, Margaret and her husband 

were living in 2 Lindsay’s Buildings, next door to William and his wife Margaret. 
Their children were sharing accommodation, daughter Mary (2) sleeping with her 

parents, while Margaret (4) stayed with her grandparents in the larger 1 Lindsay’s 
Buildings next door. 
 

Elizabeth Kay (1880-1937), born in Aberdeen, married John Norwell in 1903, and 
died in Perth. The 1911 census entry associated with this household declared no 

fewer than three women named Lizzie. Elizabeth herself (31), wife; their daughter 
(2) and John’s mother (65). Elizabeth and John had a family of five when John 
was killed in action in October 1918. 

 
William Kay (1882-1961), born in Aberdeen, married Annie Lord around 1907, and 

died in Perth. William junior moved to Burbage, Leicester where, working as a 
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garment dyer, he married Annie Lord. By the time of the 1911 census they had 
three children, all born in Burbage, and had been married for four years. The 

census schedule lists the adults as William Kay (29) and Annie Kay (27) and the 
children as Stanley Lord (5), Dorothy Kay (3) and Macdonald Kay (9 months). It 

is not known when William junior returned to Perth. 
 
Fred Kay (1885-1965), born in Perth, married Marion Paton McEwan Brough in 

1915 and then Mary Anderson in 1940, and died in Dundee. Fred married Marion 
in November 1915 after publication of banns according to the forms of the United 

Free Church. The ceremony took place in the Guild Hall, High Street, Perth. 
Tragically, Marion died of pneumonia in October 1916. 
 

The photograph at the start of this article shows William and Margaret, their 
children, as well as the Prentice and Norwell families around late 1918 or early 

1919. The clothes worn suggest the family is in mourning, possibly for John 
Norwell who was killed in action during October 1918. 

 

David McColl, No 21523, ddfm@btinternet.com 
 

 
---oo0oo--- 

It is Your Journal 
 
What would you like to see in your Journal? What do you like best? What do you 
not read? What would you like to see more of? What is missing? Let us know or 

write to us care of the shop. We would be especially interested in Featured Parish 
articles or the names of parishes you would like to see featured. If you have 

knowledge of a parish why not write about it for the Journal. Or could you write 
an article about a name common in the north east? We would love to get more 

articles, news etc from yourselves - so please get writing!!  
 
Have you ancestors who died in WW1, or who were awarded medals for bravery, 

or a story about their time in the war? We would like to have an article about them 
in the Journal and especially around a time that commemorates an event for them. 

Please send these to the Editors at journal@anesfhs.org.uk 
 
We have had a number of responses to what you would like to see in the journal 

– more photos, more parish articles, family tree charts, more news and updates 

are all popular. The idea of an electronic version of the journal is liked by many 

and hated by about the same number but for the society it is financially a good 

idea. 

Addendum to Journal 141, pages 9-12 Apologies to the author of the article 

on Commander William Boyd. At some point during the type setting/printing 

process the author and contact details got lost. Margaret Hector, No. 13255, in 

Western Australia wrote the article and can be contacted at akoonah@iinet.net.au 

mailto:ddfm@btinternet.com
mailto:journal@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:akoonah@iinet.net.au
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28th Annual SAFHS Conference 2017 

 

 

The Association of Scottish Genealogists 

& Researchers in Archives (ASGRA) hosts 

 

 

Building Bridges: Making 

Connections 

Saturday 22 April 2017 

The Bay Hotel, Burntisland Road, Kinghorn, Fife, KY3 

9YE 

9 am – 4.45 pm  

 
 

Conference: £35 per Delegate 
(must be pre-booked) – 4 Speakers; 

breakfast, morning coffee; lunch; 
afternoon tea 

 
Family History Fair:  around 70 

stands; all your favourite FHSs, 
charities, commercial traders.  Fair 

talks on various topics, bookable on 
the day at the door. 
 
 

For speaker details, etc, see: 
www.safhs.org.uk & www.asgra.co.uk 

 
  
Photo: National Records of Scotland: 
BR/FOR/4/34/164/: Forth Bridge from Hawes Pier, 1889 
 
 

 

http://www.safhs.org.uk/
http://www.asgra.co.uk/
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Delegate Booking Form 
 

Delegate 1 Name:........................................................ 
 
Delegate 2 Name:………………………………………………………………… 
 
Address (primary contact): ………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Tel: ………………………… Email:………….…………………………………. 
 
 ……. Delegates @ £35.00               Total £  
 
Date ……………………. 
 
Please note any dietary requirements: 
……………………………………………………. 
 
Please note any special needs or disabilities: 
……………………………………………………. 
 
Payment Options (please tick) 

Cheque to "ASGRA" enclosed with booking                     …….. 
PayPal – tick here and you will be sent a PayPal invoice …….. 
BACS:…...... 
Sortcode: 830608 
Account:   00126090         Ref: Conference/Your Name 
 
Please send this booking form by email to jb.bishop@btinternet.com OR 
by post to Janet M Bishop, 4 Williams Grove, Dunnikier Park, KIRKCALDY, 

KY1 3ND 
 
 

Book Early 
 

Closing date for receipt of bookings is 7 April 2017 
  

mailto:jb.bishop@btinternet.com
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SAFHS 2017 Conference - Conference Speakers 

 
(These lectures are for delegates only) 
 

 
10 am 

Before the Bridges: Crossing the Firth of Forth 
in earlier times 

The Firth of Forth has always been a barrier to 

north-south trade and travel in the east of Scotland.  
In his lecture, Bruce describes the various crossings 

of the Forth which have existed since the 12th 
century, carrying pilgrims and travellers, beasts and 

cargo.  In addition to the well-known ferries at Alloa, 
Queensferry and Earlsferry, he explores the numerous other ferry ports on 

both sides of the Firth, with further details of the older crossings, and the 
social effects of these services. 

 
Speaker: Bruce B Bishop, FSA Scot, ASGRA 

Bruce B Bishop was born in Walsall, England.  He spent almost 20 years as 
a Meteorologist, both in the UK and overseas, and then a similar length of 

time as a teacher at Gordonstoun School.  
 

Bruce is now a professional genealogist, researcher in archives and a 

regular on the Scottish genealogy lecture circuit.  He is the author of 
numerous books and booklets on local and family history, especially 

covering the Moray and Banff areas.  
 

He is an Honorary Vice President of ANESFHS, a member of ASGRA and 
also on the Executive of the Scottish Association of Family History Societies.  

Special interests are the documentary records of 17th and 18th century 
Scotland, including the Kirk Session and Presbytery records, and also Scots 

–American migration in the 17th century. 
 

This Lecture is included in the Delegate Ticket 
_________________________________________________ 

 
11.10 am 

Connecting People and Places; Maps and Family 

History 
Craig Statham will share his knowledge of the 

National Library of Scotland’s wonderful map 
collection.  Beginning by taking delegates through a 

short history of the NLS Maps Reading Room, he will 
then move on to give more details of what is held 

within the collection and how these maps can assist 
local and family history research. 
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Examples will be drawn from across Scotland, but there will be a special 
emphasis on the local Fife and Firth of Forth area.  Concluding with an 

overview of the NLS’s innovative maps website, this talk will give delegates 
insights into the ways in which maps can inform their own research, and 

how the NLS maps collection can help to connect people with their places 
in history. 

 
Speaker: Craig Statham 

Craig is the manager of the Maps Reading Room at the National Library of 
Scotland.  He also works as an archivist for the Museum of the Scottish 

Shale Oil Industry.  Previously, he worked for 8 years as Local History 
Officer for East Lothian, and before than in an array of jobs, mainly in the 

heritage sector, but also as an elected councillor on Midlothian Council. 
 

Craig has written 5 books, including the best-selling Lost East Lothian, and 

a biography of Bruce Springsteen.  He is currently writing a book on athlete 
and coach from Galashiels: Jimmy Curran. 

 
This Lecture is included in the Delegate Ticket 

____________________________________________________ 
 

2 pm 
Connecting to life through death: what death 

certificates can tell genealogists, historians and 
demographers 

The information contained in Scotland’s civil registers 
of death can inform genealogists about their ancestors 

last hours, historians about aspects of life which do 
not otherwise often come to light, and demographers 

about various aspects of mortality. The details can 

also shed light on less obvious corners of life and death in Victorian 
Scotland.  In her talk Dr. Garrett will explore some of these using examples 

from the records of the Isle of Skye and the town of Kilmarnock. She will 
discuss how genealogists, historians and demographers can all find 

something to interest them in the death records, as well as finding common 
ground which can help to build bridges between their disciplines. 

 
Speaker: Dr Eilidh Garrett 

A graduate of both St. Andrews and Sheffield Universities, Eilidh also spent 
a year as an apprentice at the Institute of Genealogy and Heraldry in Kent. 

Her research interests lie in the historical demography of Great Britain in 
the Victorian and Edwardian eras. She has worked extensively with census 

and civil register material from England and Wales, Scotland and Ireland. 
She has held research posts in a variety of universities, her longest 

association being with the Cambridge Group for the History of Population 

and Social Structure. Currently, she is a Research Fellow at the History 
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Department University of Essex and is working, with colleagues there and 

in Cambridge, on an Atlas of Fertility in Victorian England and Wales, and 
is also involved in the Digitising Scotland project, based at the University 

of Edinburgh.  
 

This Lecture is included in the Delegate Ticket 

 

 
3.10 pm 

Only Connect – Finding your Scottish Ancestor on 
Findmypast 

Findmypast, a Scottish-owned company based in 
Dundee, publishes millions of records each year, and has 

entered into partnerships with some of the most 
prestigious archives in the UK and overseas.   

 
In this talk, Paul Nixon will discuss the records – many 

of these uniquely available online – which are to be 
found on Findmypast. 

 
Speaker: Paul Nixon 

Paul Nixon heads up the UK data licensing team at Findmypast where he 

has worked for the past six years. As well as journeying to the far-flung 
corners of the British Isles in search of archives to digitise and publish on 

Findmypast, Paul is also the company’s resident military expert and has a 
particular interest in British military history from the Crimean War through 

to the First World War. Paul has written extensively about the British Army 
and has delivered talks on various aspects of family and military history in 

the UK and overseas. 
 

This Lecture is included in the Delegate Ticket 
 

---oo0oo--- 
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Australian Forces in World War II 

As an Australian, I could not let the following in the Journal 139, May 2016 journal 

pass without comment ‘If you are looking for a serviceman who served in WWII, 

note that the Australian Army did not serve in Europe but Australians serving with 

the RAF or RAAF were based in the UK.’ 

While the period was short, my father was based in Britain from June 1940 to 

November 1940.  His machine gun unit arrived in mid-June, within a couple of 

weeks of the Dunkirk evacuation.  They were camped on Salisbury Plain, training 

and preparing in case Britain was invaded, which at the time seemed a distinct 

possibility.  The history of his unit states ‘The Battalion had suffered no battle 

casualties while in Great Britain but had experienced many air-raids and some 

near misses during them.’  In fact, they disembarked in Scotland, travelling 

immediately by train to England, and later embarked from Scotland on their way 

to battle in the Middle East, where they fought with distinction.    

According to sources, two brigades were stationed in Britain between June 1940 

and January 1941 – i.e. thousands of Australian soldiers were in Britain for several 

months, long enough for attachments to form.  It is of course another matter 

whether such attachments would last more than four years until the war 

ended.  Our soldiers did not return to Britain, fighting in the Middle East and North 

Africa, as well as Greece and Crete (which are certainly part of Europe) during 

1941 and 1942.  From early 1943, they were defending Australia in the Pacific. 

                                                            I concede that the likelihood of a 

relationship forming during a few 

months of 1940 and lasting via letters 

until late 1945 is not high, but I felt 

unable to let pass the historical 

inaccuracy about the contribution of 

our soldiers. 

I am attaching copy of a photograph 

of King George VI visiting the 2/1st 

Machine Gun Battalion on Salisbury 

Plain. 

Jeanette Dall, No. 12686 
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John Allan  

John Allan sailed on the “Asturias” from London, England on 24 January, 1908, 

arriving in Sydney, Australia on 7 March, 1908.  He found work in a timber yard 

and then sent for his fiancé Christina Gill (born Greig but went by her step father’s 

surname), she sailed on the “Suffolk” from Liverpool, England leaving on 12 

September, 1908 and arriving in Sydney, Australia on 5 November, 1908. 

They were married on 20 November, 1908 in Rozelle, NSW.  They went on to have 

eight children, six boys and two girls.  My father, Alexander, was their second child 

and he went on to have his own timber yard where his parents worked until it 

closed with Alexander’s passing in 1954. 

 

John’s siblings; George, Alexander and Margaret also emigrated.  George went to 

the USA in 1904, married in 1907 and his family is still there.  Alexander came to 

Australia and then went on to San Francisco on 13 July, 1912 where he resided 

until his death, he never married nor had children.  Margaret married William 

Thomson and they left London, England on the “Zealandia” on 22 April, 1912 

bound for Sydney, Australia.  They arrived on 4 June, 1912 and went on to have 

4 children; they still live here in Australia. 

Christina’s family also emigrated to Australia.  Her Mother, Stepfather and two 

half-sisters (Helen and Williamina) arrived in Sydney on 8 July, 1910.  

My interest is in following the family lines of John and Christina, so if you have 

any further information on these, please get in touch with me, I’d greatly 

appreciate it and I’m happy to share any other information that I have. 

Pauline Garmonsway (Grand-Daughter of John Allan), No. 18768,  

paulinetafe36@gmail.com 12 De Witt Place, WILLMOT, NSW  2770, AUSTRALIA 

 

---oo0oo--- 

What’s in a name? 

It is often said that names go through fashions and can be dated to certain decades 

eg the number of children born in the who were called Kylie and Jason or even 

Scott and Charlene because of the popularity of an Australian soap opera 

‘Neighbours’. Our friends from ScotlandsPeople were looking through the Scottish 

statutory birth records available on their website, and it became clear that in a 

display of patriotism during the First World War, parents named their babies after 

battles, popular war heroes and leaders of the period. During the years 1914-1919 

babies were registered with war-inspired forenames, including Edith Cavell, 

Kitchener, Beatty, Verdun, Mons, Arras and Victory. Maybe Kylie and Jason are 

not so bad as names after all!  

mailto:paulinetafe36@gmail.com
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Queries 
 
142/1                    Burnett 

 
Looking for information on Robert Burnet/ Burnett born c.1805 in Fraserburgh 
parish. Have marriage to Robina Watson, from Warland, Aberdour, 8 June 1828. 

In 1841 census he is agricultural labourer, with family Robina and sons John and 
James at part of Mains of Philorth. In 1851 census he is crofter at Sinclairhills with 

family Robina, John, James, William and George.  By 1861 Robina is a widow. I 
cannot find a trace of Robert’s birth or death. Any assistance appreciated.  
 

John Burnett No. 11766, john.burnett9@btinternet.com 
 

142/2                       Ann _____Flynn 
 
We are seeking the maiden name and family of Mrs. Ann ______ Flynn, b. 1818. 

She stated in an interview in the U.S. in 1884 that she was born at Miller-at-the-
Inn, near Aberdeen (possibly Mill Inn, Maryculter, Kincardineshire). Her husband, 

Thomas Flynn, was Irish and they were Catholic. It is unknown if they met and 
married in Scotland or in Montreal, where they had their first child in 1837, and 
eventually moved to the U.S. The naming order of their children was Ann, Frank, 

Catherine, Jane, Maria, John, Frederick, and William. They are not found in 
emigration records to Canada. Is this Ann missing from your tree? 

  
                          Gail Carter, No. 21317, gail.carter@cox.net 

 
142/3                       Morrison/McKay 
 

I am seeking information on ‘Gordon Morrison’ born 16 April 1889 at 9 Colville 
Place, Aberdeen. He had four sisters and three brothers and the family lived at 8 

Orchard Place, Parish of Old Machar in the 1901 Census. He is thought to have 
joined the 1st Highland Brigade in about 1911 then joined the Canadian army as 
a gunner in 1915. He married Amy Mary Ledingham in 1916. Last confirmed record 

is in 1917 in the Canadian army as a corporal (Corporal 1st Canadian Field Artillery 
No 892531). He may have migrated from Canada to the USA in around 1921. 

 
Also seeking information on ‘ Williamina Reich Mckay’ born 26 February 1890 at 
14 Gaelic  Place, Aberdeen. Williamina is my Grandmother and I have no confirmed 

records of her after the birth of my mother (Jessie Grant McKay) in 1911. 
 

Any information on the above or their descendants would be most welcome. I will 
be returning to Scotland in May 2017 and hope to get to Aberdeen. 
 

Donald Constable, No. 21238, 39 Chandler Road, Sorrento 6020, Western 
Australia, dcbc@bigpond.net.au 

mailto:john.burnett9@btinternet.com
mailto:gail.carter@cox.net
mailto:dcbc@bigpond.net.au
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142/4                   James Edgar 
 

I am trying to find any information on James Edgar. The only information I have 
is he was married in the Aberdeen Relief Chapel by Reverend David Gellatly in 

February 1819 to Elspet Carroll of Aberdeen (He was a Seaman). Witnessed by 
Alexander Edgar and ?? Carroll. Any information would be welcome. 
 

Terence Edgar, No. 2919, terry@gaitside.plus.com 
 

142/5                       McKenzie/McLennan 
 
Looking for the marriage of John McKenzie to Catherine McLennan. Their daughter 

Catherine was baptised 8 June 1811 at Aberdeen and married Alexander Fraser 
on 12 May 1832 at Aberdeen St Nicholas, at which time her father John was said 

to be a tailor in Aberdeen. 
 
142/6 

                     Macdonald/Mackenzie 
Looking for the marriage of Duncan Macdonald (of Feabait, Urray) first marriage 

to Isobel Mackenzie. Their son Roderick thought to be born 20 May 1761, baptised 
1 June 1761 (Urray Parish records) and thought to have married Catherine McKay.  

 
142/7  
                           Macdonald/McKay 

Looking for the marriage of Roderick Macdonald to Katherine/ Catherine/Kirsty 
McKay. Son Donald thought to be baptised 18 August 1802 at Urray (per IGI). 

 
 For queries 142/5-7 - Robert Pauling, No. 21409, rpauling@bigpond.com 

 

142/8                                                                                     Arder water 
 

In ‘Reports on the Annexed Estates 1755-1769’ edited by Virginia Wills, published 
in 1973, there is a report on the Estate of Monaltry in the parish of Crathy [sic].  
The text says there is ‘one miln [sic] upon the estate, noting ‘It lyes upon a small 

water called Arder’. My ancestors were millers in Crathie in the 1800s, and I'm 
wondering if they could have worked at the same mill, but I'm unable to locate a 

burn named ‘Arder’.  Can anyone help? 
 

Alex McKenzie, No. 11310, amckenzie3@yahoo.com 

 
(Editor’s note – information on (Fe)arder/Aberdarder can be found in 

‘In the shadow of Lochnagar by Ian Murray) 
 

142/9               Old Meldrum 1741 

 
In a list of Old Meldrum inhabitants in Journal 19, Summer 1986 is recorded Adam 

Morieson, Margt Mossate and Wm Mousson. I have Old Meldrum ancestors  and I 
am wondering about these three people. Does anyone have further information 
on them? Thank you very much, I would appreciate help in this, if you are able. 

 Christine Dembicki,  No. 17280, cdembicki@shaw.ca 
 

mailto:terry@gaitside.plus.com
mailto:rpauling@bigpond.com
mailto:amckenzie3@yahoo.com
mailto:cdembicki@shaw.ca
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Diary: February – June, 2017  

Date Time Location Event 

 

Topic and presenter  

 

11 

February 
2.00pm 

Renfield Saint Stephen’s 

Church Centre 

260 Bath Street 

ANESFHS 

Glasgow Group Meeting 

glasgow@anesfhs.org.uk 
 

The Register of Corrected Entries 

and how it can help 

Ken Nisbet    

11 

February 
2.00pm 

Activities Room 

Elgin Library 

Cooper Park 

ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group 

Meeting 

moraybanff@anesfhs.org.uk 

A look at the possibilities of DNA 

18 

February 
2.30pm 

Unitarian Church 

Skene Terrace 
ANESFHS Aberdeen Meeting 

Having your own Coat of Arms- 

Why Heraldry matters? Gordon 

Casely 

11 March 2.00pm 

Activities Room 

Elgin Library 

Cooper Park 

ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group 

Meeting 

moraybanff@anesfhs.org.uk 

Old Handwriting 

18 March 2.30pm 
Unitarian Church 

Skene Terrace 
ANESFHS Aberdeen Meeting  AGM 

1 April 

 
2.00pm 

Activities Room 

Elgin Library 

Cooper Park 

ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group 

Meeting 

moraybanff@anesfhs.org.uk 

Moray Libindx and archives 

James Nock 

8 April 2.00pm 
Royal Scots Club 

29 Abercromby Pl,  

Edinburgh Group Meeting 

edinburgh@anesfhs.org.uk 
Members Day – The Great War 

22nd 

April* 

9am - 

4.45pm 

The Bay Hotel 

Burntisland Rd. 

Kinghorn, Fife 

SAFHS Conference and Fair 

Building Bridges: Making 

Connections 

ASGRA 

22 April 2.30pm 
Unitarian Church 

Skene Terrace 
ANESFHS Aberdeen Meeting TBA 

13 May 2.00pm 

Activities Room 

Elgin Library 

Cooper Park 

ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group 

Meeting 

moraybanff@anesfhs.org.uk 

The mouse clicks and a family 

treasure is found 

Keith Mitchell 

13 May 2.00pm 

Renfield Saint Stephen’s 

Church Centre 

260 Bath Street 

ANESFHS 

Glasgow Group Meeting 

glasgow@anesfhs.org.uk 
 

Members’ day workshop 

15/16 

May 

9am – 

4.30pm. 

Broomhill Farm 

Lyne of Skene, Dunecht 
BA Vintage Country Fair  BA Events 

20 May 2.30pm 
Unitarian Church 

Skene Terrace 
ANESFHS Aberdeen Meeting 

Hospitals in the shire  

Fiona Musk 

3 June 2.00pm 

Activities Room 

Elgin Library 

Cooper Park 

ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group 

Meeting 

moraybanff@anesfhs.org.uk 

Old maps 

 

3 June  Walker Halls, Troon Family History Fair S. Ayrshire Library Service 

24 June* 
10am – 

4.30pm 

Knavesmire Stadium 

York Racecourse 
Family History Fair 

Discover Your 

Ancestors Publishing 

*after an entry means that help is required with the bookstall at these events and if you think you can help 
please contact Jean Shirer, No. 14,  jean.shirer@anesfhs.org.uk 

mailto:glasgow@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:moraybanff@anesfhs.org.uk
http://tinyurl.com/66cg4c
mailto:moraybanff@anesfhs.org.uk
http://tinyurl.com/66cg4c
mailto:moraybanff@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:edinburgh@anesfhs.org.uk
http://tinyurl.com/66cg4c
mailto:moraybanff@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:glasgow@anesfhs.org.uk
http://tinyurl.com/66cg4c
mailto:moraybanff@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:jean.shirer@anesfhs.org.uk
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The Committee 
Chairman: John Urie                          Ordinary members:             Susan Freer 

Vice-Chairman: Vacant                             Bill Diack                           Niall Scott 
Secretary: Ronald Leith                      Gavin Bell                          Dave White 

Treasurer: Maria Cameron                  Stuart Petrie                      Barbara Lamb 
 
A representative of each italicised department below is entitled to attend committee meetings but 

may only vote if he/she is an elected member of the committee. 

 

Key Contacts 

 

ROLE NAME CONTACT EMAIL 

Advertising (Journal) Ronald Leith adverts@anesfhs.org.uk 

Ancestor charts Niall Scott charts@anesfhs.org.uk 

Bookstalls/Events              Jean Shirer, John Urie  jean.shirer@anesfhs.org.uk 

Education Officer                           

(organises talks to outside 

groups) 

Vacant               talks@anesfhs.org.uk 

Fiche and Film print-outs Marlene Jermyn printouts@anesfhs.org.uk 

Indexing Co-ordinator  Jean Shirer   indexing@anesfhs.org.uk 

Journal Editors   Bill and Lesley Diack  journal@anesfhs.org.uk 

Librarians   Edna Cromarty, Isobel Noble, 

Margie Mellis, Kit Corall 

library@anesfhs.org.uk 

Large Format Family  

Tree Charts   

Stuart Petrie  

  

familytreeprints@anesfhs.org.uk 

Membership Renewals  Membership Team  renewals@anesfhs.org.uk 

Membership Secretary  Anne Park  membership@anesfhs.org.uk 

MI Co-ordinator   Gavin Bell mis@anesfhs.org.uk 

MI Index Co-ordinator  Gavin Bell misupport@anesfhs.org.uk 

Out-of-area-help Co-ordinator Edna Cromarty outofareahelp@anesfhs.org.uk 

Pedigree Chart/ 

Draft MI copying           

Marlene Jermyn pedigree.chart@anesfhs.org.uk 

 

Postal Sales Team               Gay Murton and team publications@anesfhs.org.uk 

Press Officer (publicity)  John Urie  press.office@anesfhs.org.uk 

Publications Team            Jean Shirer and team publications@anesfhs.org.uk 

Research Secretary Joyce Irvine   research@anesfhs.org.uk 

Secretary   Ronald Leith   secretary@anesfhs.org.uk 

Standing Orders 

(publications) 

Jean Shirer   standing.orders@anesfhs.org.uk 

Strays Co-ordinator Isobel Noble  strays@anesfhs.org.uk 

Syllabus Secretary  Teresa Shewell   syllabus@anesfhs.org.uk 

Website / IT   Dave Anderson   webmaster@anesfhs.org.uk 

100 Club   Teresa Shewell   100club@anesfhs.org.uk 

 

 

Disclaimer 

 

The Society cannot vouch for the accuracy of offers of services or goods that are advertised in the Journal or be 

responsible for the outcome of any contract that may be entered into by a reader with an advertiser.  Views 

expressed in contributions are those of the author and not necessarily of the Society.  The Editors reserve the 

right to amend any copy.  Please note that the Society Library does not necessarily hold copies of all the 

books quoted or referenced in this Journal. 

mailto:adverts@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:charts@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:jean.shirer@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:talks@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:printouts@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:indexing@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:journal@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:library@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:familytreeprints@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:renewals@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:membership@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:mis@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:misupport@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:outofareahelp@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:pedigree.chart@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:publications@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:press.office@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:publications@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:research@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:secretary@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:standing.orders@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:strays@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:syllabus@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:webmaster@anesfhs.org.uk
mailto:100club@anesfhs.org.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing to the Society 

Please send all correspondence to The Family History Research Centre (address on back cover).  To 

help us be more efficient, please detail your requirements on separate sheets (with your name and 
membership number) according to the service you wish or which office-bearer you wish to write to 
or use the appropriate email address (see opposite page) to minimise delays. 
Change of Address 

If you have access to the Internet, then PLEASE use the special form on our website to notify 

address/email address changes.  This form is processed automatically on receipt, ensuring fast 
service and saving our volunteers’ valuable time.  Otherwise, please write to the Membership 
Department quoting your membership number. 
 

Instructions for Queries 

Queries are accepted from paid-up Society members free of charge.  Non-members should donate 
£1.00 per query (or postage stamps).  Up to four queries per person will be accepted per calendar 
year.  The parts of a multi-part query count as separate queries.  Each query will show the 
submitter’s name and membership number and (e-mail) address.  The query service is intended for 
ancestor research. 

 
Please email Journal queries separately from other correspondence to the Journal editors, with your 

name and membership number on each request.  Queries received close to our publication date will 
appear in the following Journal. 

 

 

 

Journal Submissions 
Submissions to the Journal are always welcome – but please send text and images separately, 
without embedding images in a document. The email address is journal@anesfhs.org.uk The 
next Journal will be published in May 2017.  The last date for submissions is 6 April 2017. 
Articles or extracts may be published on the Society’s Internet website or re-used. 

 

Format – Please type your article on a computer and send it as an email attachment, using font 
Verdana, size 11. Hand-written submissions will NOT be accepted. Illustrations – If you submit 
an illustration, then keep it simple.  We have limited space, and the A5-size format means that 
the quality may be somewhat less than you expect.  Send the highest-resolution images that 
you can, as separate files from the text.  Length – Keep it short. We have limited space, so 
articles will be edited.  If you have a really long tale to tell, then why not write it in several parts? 

No footnotes. 
 
Advertisements – Electronic copy only.  Note that the original size of the Journal is A4 before 
photo-reduction to A5, and so a quarter-page advert should be prepared as 
175mm(w)x60mm(h).   
The rates for advertisements, per issue, are: 

 £30.00 (black and white) or £45.00 (colour) per quarter-page (doubled for a half-page). 
 For one third of a page, rates are £45.00 b/w or £60.00 colour (175 x 90mm). 

 Full-page rates are £90.00 b/w or £120.00 colour (175 x 270mm). 

mailto:journal@anesfhs.org.uk


                           

 

                                               
                            

 

Centre Opening hours 
  Monday to Friday  10:00am to 4:00pm   

  Saturday 10:00am to 1:00pm 

                                 

 

 

ABERDEEN & N.E. SCOTLAND FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

158–164 King Street, Aberdeen, AB24 5BD, 

Scotland 

 

Tel.  +44 (0)1224 646323       

 

 E-mail: enquiries@anesfhs.org.uk 

 Website: www.anesfhs.org.uk/ 

 

Family History Centre Closures 2017 

 

Local Holiday Closures: 17 April, 1 May, 10 July and 25 September  
 

Christmas and New Year closures (2017/18) 
Closes 4pm on Friday 22 December 2017 and reopens at 10am on 

Thursday 4 January 2018 

 
See website for further details 
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transmitted in any form or by any means electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 
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