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2015 PROGRAMME OF OUR MEETINGS 
 

Unless stated otherwise meetings take place at Hillingdon Baptist Church, 

25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9LS 

Doors open at 7.30 p.m. 
 

DATE SPEAKER SUBJECT 

Thursday 19
th
 March A.G.M. followed by 

Sean Kelly 

‘Yanks for the Memories – U.S. 

Military Bases in Middlesex’ 

 

     Thursday 16
th

 April Ken Pearce ‘Our Local Canal – Uxbridge Union 

Canal’ 

 

Thursday 21
st
  May John Symons ‘Family History Sources on the 

Internet. May 2015 Update’ 

 

Thursday 18
th
 June 

 

Cath. Alderson 

 

‘The Salvation Army in Yiewsley’ 

 

Thursday 16
th
 July Ian Walker ‘Suffragettes, the census & the Sidney 

Street Siege. Social change in the 

early 1900s’ 

   

AUGUST CLOSED 

 

 

CLOSED 

 

Thursday 17
th
 September Simon Fowler ‘Researching Publican and Brewery 

Ancestors’ 

 

Thursday 15
th

 October 

 

Open Evening: 

then Ian Harvey 

 

‘Cranford and the Berkeleys; 

A complicated family tree’ 

Tuesday 10
th

 November 

Joint meeting with U3A 

Starts at 2.00 pm 

John Symons ‘Wills and Probate: a Guide to 

Sources’ 

 

DECEMBER 

 

 

CLOSED 

 

CLOSED 

   

 

Please remember that we always welcome visitors to our 

meetings and that the entrance fee for them is £1. 
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   CHAIRMAN'S NOTES     
 

 

I reflected on these notes made when I was in Nicaragua in May, helping 

(or hindering) my son’s field-work.  

 

2015 is the 200th Anniversary of the battle of Waterloo. I was reminded 

of the Iron Duke’s comment: 

   

‘The history of a battle is not unlike the history of a ball. Some 

individuals may recollect all the little events of which the great result is 

the battle won or lost, but no individual can recollect the order in which, 

or the exact moment at which, they occurred, which makes all the 

difference as to their value or importance’. 

 

It seems in the Western world that we now commemorate just about any 

anniversary that is divisible by 10 or 25. This year we have had Magna 

Carta, Waterloo and VE Day. I pause, as it is May and who knows what 

else awaits. 

 

I don’t think our ancestors were into this anniversary business which has 

all become rather commercialised. They would have known Guy Fawkes; 

Oak Apple Day; May Day and maypoles (not red flags) and Saint’s days 

− that largely would surely have been it. It was not an anniversary 

business. The Royal Mail did not print stamps and the Royal mint did not 

strike coins. 

 

This brings me back to the Duke of Wellington’s comment. When my 

wife’s grandmother put together a book of family history she included a 

plagiarised ‘timetable of history’ (1894−1988). She selected major world 

events (from whatever source) that she felt were important. They were 

particular incidents and they were in some sort of order. But they 

reflected the events that occurred in her life. 

 

Now if you were to sit down of an evening and jot down the main 

‘particular incidents’ in your life, I wonder what they would be? I refer to 

world events, not family matters! 

 

People of a certain generation always refer to when President Kennedy 

was assassinated. Perhaps the Coronation?  Perhaps Churchill’s funeral? 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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The Island of Omepete lies in Lake Nicaragua, not the sea.  

 

Sitting between two volcanoes on the island of Omepete writing my 

journal I came up with the following (in no exact order): 

 

Decimalisation 

Colour Television 

Astronauts 

The Falklands War 

Chernobyl 

The fall of the Berlin Wall 

The Death of Princess Diana 

The funeral of The Queen Mother 

 

These were spontaneous thoughts that I jotted down − the first things that 

came to mind. 

 

It seems to me that every family history should have this kind of 

spontaneous ‘key events’ section because it places the individual who is 

writing the family history in their context in history.                        (contd.)          
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In other words what they spontaneously remember rather than what they 

ruminate on. 

 

The Duke of Wellington in these circumstances was perhaps wrong – 

whatever the particular incident in whatever order, it still has value and 

importance but that is probably unfair as he is being quoted out of 

context. 

 

I wonder what his handful of ‘particular incidents’ would have included? 

 

                                                                                                    Ian Harvey 

 
 

 

EDITORS’  JOTTINGS 
 

 

TO ALL OUR MEMBERS:-  

 

Do you have a story or research experiences that you would like to share 

but are concerned about giving the presentation at one of our meetings? 

We can help! For the Open Evening in 2016 we are planning a feature 

whereby we will present some members' stories on their behalf. These 

presentations will be based on the material they hold and we hope that in 

the space of an hour we will be able to give several items.  

 

Several members have already verbally expressed an interest in 

participating so it would be appreciated if all those who would like to be 

involved would send a brief confirmation email to the Society. This will 

enable us to prepare a list so that no one will get forgotten.  

 

Email:  hillingdonfhs@onetel.com  

 

 

Don’t forget that as of 5
th
 September our Uxbridge Library sessions re-

commenced. The opening time is 10.00 a.m. and we close at 1.00 p.m. 

These sessions have proved extremely popular and we have found that all 

the one hour slots on each Saturday are taken up very quickly. So if you 

intend to pay us a visit on the first Saturday in the month make sure that 

you book a spot by ‘phoning 01895 250702.  
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FOLLOW UP TO AN ARTICLE IN THE JUNE EDITION 

 

 

Under the title ‘DEATH OF A SOLDIER’ we covered a WW1 story that 

appeared in an Australian family history society journal. They have 

included in their next edition the following acknowledgement. 

 

Congratulations to Esme Smith on the international success of her story 

Death of a Soldier which was printed in the March edition of the Cedar 

Log. 

 

Esme’s story about her ancestors, Bert and Les Smith in WW1 was not 

only the winning entry in our 2014 Writing Competition but it was also 

picked up by the Hillingdon Family History Society, Middlesex, in the 

United Kingdom through the exchange of e-journals. 

 

The Hillingdon F.H.S. asked 

Esme’s permission to publish 

the story in its entirety in their 

June 2015 journal as a link 

between the two societies. The 

churchyard at Harefield, where 

Bert is buried in the Anzac War 

Graves section, is in their area.  

 

Their editor took photographs of 

the graves and church and sent 

them to Esme.  

 

Esme would never have had this 

photograph of Bert’s headstone, 

in the Anzac section of Harefield 

Parish Churchyard, if she had 

not submitted her story to our 

journal. 

 

You never know where your stories may end up or who will see them so 

keep writing. You too may have the same success! 

                                                                                                               Alan Rowland 
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IRISH CATHOLIC PARISH REGISTERS 

 

 

Some good news for Irish researchers is that the Catholic Parish Registers 

of baptisms and marriages held by the National Library of Ireland have 

now been digitised and are now online at; 
 

http://registers.nli.ie/ 

 

They are not at present indexed so unless you know the particular parish 

you will need some time to browse through the possibilities. 

 

It is usually the case that for people born in Ireland the English census 

only gives ‘Ireland’ as a birth place but sometimes a county is also given 

which might help. If you do know where the family lived however this 

resource might unlock some doors. 

 

The start dates vary considerably with the earliest from the 1740s in some 

city parishes. Generally the further west you go the later the start date for 

example some western coastal parishes only start in the 1850s. Most run 

to 1880 by which time civil registration was well established. 

 

It is worth looking at this site in conjunction with Irish Genealogy; 
 

http://irishgenealogy.ie 

 

On this site you will find Roman Catholic and Church of Ireland registers 

for Dublin, County Kerry, County Carlow and County Cork.  

 

This free site also has the Irish Civil Registration indexes. 

 

Finally another site worth looking at is Roots Ireland; 
 

www.rootsireland.ie 

 

Here you will find many parish registers available but it does require a 

subscription. 
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LEAVE YOUR LEGACY ─ UPDATE 

 

 

This item appeared in the June 2015 edition of the journal. It has been 

updated as follows: 

 

In 1965, the urban districts of Hayes and Harlington, Ruislip-Northwood 

and Yiewsley and West Drayton, and the Borough of Uxbridge were 

amalgamated to form the London Borough of Hillingdon. As part of the 

Council's 50th anniversary celebrations, the Hillingdon Local Studies, 

Archives and Museum Service is launching the 'Leave Your Legacy' oral 

history project for Hillingdon's residents. The project aims to record and 

collect memories, experience and opinions of life in 1965 and 2015. We 

want to know what 1965 meant to you and what your life is like now. 

 

The mid-1960s were a time of immense social and cultural change. We 

know that there is a wealth of memory and anecdote to be preserved from 

the period, whether it concerns fashion, music, work, childhood or family 

life. We are also keen to record memories of life today for future 

posterity. 

 

We are currently holding filmed interviews with anyone who was resident 

in the Borough in the 1960s. These interviews are by appointment, last 

around 1-2 hours, and are very informal.  

 

They take place at the Central Library, Uxbridge (though we can 

interview at your home address if you wish). Then, from August 2015 to 

January 2016, we will be asking you to send us 2 minute self-filmed 

mobile phone clips on your lives as they are now.  

 

You can also show us what 1965 and 2015 meant to you by donating 

items to our Museum collection throughout the span of the project. We 

want to collect items that express all aspects of life in 1965 and 2015. All 

donations such as photographs, household objects, art, textiles, 

packaging, advertising and many more, large, small, old or new will be 

considered.  

 

If you want to learn more about the Leave Your Legacy project, contact 

us on 01895 250702 or email archives@hillingdon.gov.uk and look out 

for more details on the Council web pages, or check for project leaflets at 

your local library. 
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SERENDIPITY 

 

 

Early on as I researched my family history I discovered that Ann 

BAGSHAW, my maternal great grandmother, had married Joseph 

FLETCHER in Lancashire in 1875. She was far from being a ‘lassie from 

Lancashire’. She had been born in the Peak District of Derbyshire in 1850 

at a place which appeared in the census to be called Burdagu. At a session 

in our research room with the assistance of Joy Higgs, the Phillimore 

Atlas and Index of Parish Registers and much use of magnifying glasses 

this turned out to be Burbage a small village near to Buxton. Ann was 

born in Bar House and her father, Edward BAGSHAW, was shown on a 

transcription of her baptism record as a Lime Burner. By 1861 he and his 

family (wife Elizabeth and children) had moved to Beet Farm, Burbage.   

 

After a long search I eventually obtained a copy of Ann’s parent’s 

marriage certificate. This confirmed that her mother’s maiden name was 

also BAGSHAW and that the marriage had taken place in Christchurch, 

Burbage (below).  

 

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Last June as I planned my journey home from a friend’s house in 

Shropshire I realised that a short detour would take me into the Peak 

District. I decided that if the weather was good I would try to find the 

church which was founded in 1861 and figured in numerous BAGSHAW 

family records. Fortunately the sun shone and with only a street name to 

help me I found the church which now lies on the outskirts of Buxton.  

 

While part of the graveyard was well manicured other areas were yet to 

be mowed so it was impossible to reach some gravestones to read the 

inscriptions. I then set off in search of someone who might be able to 

point out the oldest area. 

 

Judy Vale, who had been arranging flowers, was a fount of information 

telling me that her 90 year old mother had talked of the BAGSHAWS as 

well as other related family names; BENNETT and ORRITT. Judy knew 

some of the descendants and said that the person I should to speak to was 

Bess BARTON, ‘BAGSHAW as was’, born at The Beet and who still 

lived in the locality but she was unable to give me complete contact 

information.  

 

I asked if the area I could see across the valley had been where Beet Farm 

was (I thought it no longer existed). She told me that the house was still 

there, although split into two homes, and gave detailed directions of how 

to get there together with names of the 

occupants. 

 

As we talked we saw a lady tending a grave at 

a distance further down in the graveyard. 

 

“Bess BARTON looks rather like that but it 

would be too much of a coincidence for it to be 

her” said Judy before taking off at a run down 

the hill through the long grass towards the lady.  

I followed at a safer pace to find myself being 

introduced to the lady who was indeed Bess 

BARTON. It transpired that she is my second 

cousin once removed. Her grandfather was 

Ann’s younger brother William BAGSHAW 

(born 1859). Bess was born at Beet Farm and 

William had farmed there.              Bess Barton 

                                                          
                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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Beet Farm, Derbyshire. 

 

We spent a few minutes together before Bess needed to return home. She 

told me that at home she had documents which pertained to our family as 

well as Beet Farm. She invited me to return on another occasion when she 

would be pleased to show me them.   

 

After Bess had left, Judy gave me directions to Beet Farm so before I left 

for home I took a look at the farm house where my ancestors had lived.  

 

What amazing luck that the half hour when Bess went to tend her 

husband’s grave should coincide with the time that I was with Judy. A 

little bit either way for any one of the three of us and our meeting would 

not have happened. Sheer serendipity!  

 

I have returned to see Bess again but that’s another story. 

                                                                                                 Jenny Mundy 
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MORE CRIMINAL RECORDS AT FINDMYPAST 

 

 

From the Lost Cousins News Letter Dated 10
th
 July 2015 we learn that 

Findmypast have added to their web site 96,000 criminal petitions which 

are held in HO18 and HO19 at the National Archives.  

 

These records have been scanned in colour and some are quite extensive. 

A petitioner might beg for release from prison, a reduction in sentence or 

a free pardon. In doing so they sometimes referred to family members. 

 

The Findmypast collection comprises over 3 million criminal records for 

England & Wales that cover the period from 1770-1935. 

 

Tip when searching: the first page of the record may be blank apart from 

a reference number - use the right arrow to move to the next image.  

 
 

 

POPPY PARK MEMORIAL 2015 AT PENRITH N.S.W. 

 

Our regular contributor, Colyn Storer, has sent from Australia the 

following piece about a centenary event in Sydney which mirrors the 

various WW1 commemorations in the U.K.    

 

In 2014 the Penrith (an outer western Sydney suburb) Returned & 

Services League wanted to commemorate the First World War centenary 

by remembering over 102,000 Australian soldiers, sailors, and airmen 

who had paid the ultimate sacrifice while serving in the Australian Forces 

from 1885-2014. 

 

It was decided to create a 2000 sq m 

‘Poppy Park’ in Judges Park, Penrith with 

a poppy for each of the 102,000 plus 

fallen in conflicts from the Sudan in 1885 

to present day Afghanistan. The poppies, 

each with the name of a fallen hero 

attached to the stem, would be arranged 

to form the shape of a giant poppy. In this 

way each of the heroes would be 

remembered personally each year, by at 

least one family in Australia.                                                             (contd.) 
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These web sites are 

worth a visit;   

PoppyPark has a 

beautiful series of 

photos recording 

the building of this 

Park;  

 

http://subbranch.p

enrithrsl.com.au/  

 

www.poppypark.

org.au/ 
              

                

                Aerial view of all the Poppies. 

 

All the poppies were for sale but it was felt likely that some service men 

and women would be chosen by many, many relatives whilst thousands 

of others would not. So to ensure that no name would be missed it was 

decided not to allow purchasers to choose the name on the poppy they 

were to receive.   

 

Had it been possible to choose I might have decided to purchase one in 

memory of my uncle Corporal Ernest Charles MARSHALL who died on 

19
th
 March 1944 when an American plane from Darwin NT on a bombing 

raid over New Guinea, crashed in the Fak Fak Mountains of the Dutch 

East Indies.  

 

The plane was not found until after WW2 and all except one American, 

were initially buried ‘as a group’ at Ambon War Cemetery in Indonesia. 

At a later date the remains were transferred to Jefferson Barracks 

National Cemetery, St. Louis, Missouri USA, Section 84, Grave 402.   

 

Another possibility would have been to choose one of the soldiers whom 

my Grandmother Sister Grace Henderson WEBSTER from New Zealand, 

nursed at Mooi River, South Africa during the Boer War or for any of a 

number of more distant relatives who died in World War 1. 

 

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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In the end I decided to purchase a ‘Family Pack’ of four Poppies so as to 

give three of them to grandchildren and possibly keep one for myself. 

When the pack arrived I found that three poppies bore the names of WW1 

soldiers (who had served with the Australian Army) and one the name of 

a WW2 Australian Airman; 

  

George FARMERY, Service Number 4998 who died 8
th
 June 1917, 

Frederick Stanley FARRELL, Service Number 105 who died 29
th
 

December 1915, 

William Henry PORTER, Service Number 3397 who died 19
th

 July 1916, 

Robert Charles ROBERTS, Service Number 3200 who died 11
th
 April 

1942.  

Each poppy came with a 

name card which also 

explained about the dirt or 

wear on them. 

 

I have purposely used the 

expression ‘who served 

with the Australian Army’ 

to highlight the fact that a 

large number of these 

servicemen and women were not born in Australia. Within my family my 

uncle Frank MORLEY was born in New Zealand in 1883, came to 

Australia about 1900 and returned to Australia after WW1. Another New 

Zealand born relative was Percy FIRTH, who as a young man emigrated 

to Sydney and enlisted in the Australian Army. He died in the 3
rd

 Battle 

of Ypres in 1917 and is commemorated at Menin Gate. 

 

One of my ‘Poppy Men’, George FARMERY, was born in Manchester, 

England in 1887. He emigrated firstly to New Zealand and then to 

Australia.  The other three were all born in Australia. 

 

For all those who served with the Australian forces in WW1, there are 

wonderful surviving records, including all their Dossiers and 

Embarkation Rolls and many other details. Only a few include medical 

reports during and after the war. The Australian WW1 dossiers have been 

available for some years and in 2014 a new website was launched which 

also includes the New Zealand World War 1 Records.  

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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The Australian War Memorial in Canberra also has a large amount of 

additional information and a beautiful Memorial Wall commemorating all 

these servicemen and women. 

 

Some of these dossiers contain over 70 pages. Percy FIRTH’s dossier 

includes letters written by his father, mother and a later one from his 

sister advising that both their parents died in 1923. For another relative 

Henry MATTHEWS, there were letters from his mother asking for 

information and details, including whether he had received any medals. 

This was written just before he was killed in July 1918. Such letters can 

be very poignant to descendants and relatives. Others may identify exact 

dates and place of marriage and children at the time the soldier died. For 

some soldiers who survived there may be letters after the war asking 

about entitlements.    

 

On the Australian War Memorial Wall the name of each of the WW1 

Servicemen will be projected, at night, onto the exterior of the Hall of 

Memory during the Centenary period. George FARMERY’s name will be 

projected on 14
th
 July, 27

th
 August, 20

th
 October and 22nd December, all 

in 2015, as well as six times in 2016. 

 

I checked some details for each of the men whose Poppy I have given to 

my grandchildren. 

 

Frederick Stanley FARRELL, Service Number 105 who died 29
th
 

December 1915, was born in Hobart Tasmania in 1896. He enlisted in 

1914 and served at Gallipoli where he was wounded. Later he took ill and 

was transferred to the Canadian Military Hospital on Lemnos where he 

died of nephritis.  

 

Robert Charles ROBERTS, Service Number 3200 who died 11
th
 April 

1942, was born in Victoria in 1912, and enlisted in the Air Force in 1938.   

 

He was killed when his plane went down over Germany on 10/11
th
 April 

1942. The four men in the crew were finally buried at Rheinberg War 

Cemetery. Rheinberg in Germany was ‘chosen for the assembly of 

Commonwealth graves recovered from numerous German cemeteries in 

the area. The majority of those now buried in the cemetery were airmen, 

whose graves were brought in from various German cemeteries’. There 

are further details of his service and the battle when the crew died on 

‘Aircrew Remembered’.                                                                    (contd.) 
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William Henry PORTER, Service Number 3397 who died 19
th

 July 1916, 

was born at Wagga Wagga, NSW about March 1893, son of James and 

Elizabeth Porter. His father died in 1906. He enlisted at Cootamundra 

NSW in July 1915 aged 22 and served in the 53rd Battalion. He died 

during Australia’s most devastating battle at Fromelles where he and 

thousands of his cobbers and mates whose bodies were never found are 

remembered at V.C. Corner Australian Cemetery and Memorial, 

Fromelles, France. I visited this cemetery and actually photographed that 

memorial in August 2014. 

 

It was very moving to see the details of Frederick and William’s families 

on Australia’s digital Newspaper Archive  

 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/  
 

Both families, as well as losing a son serving his Country, had suffered 

many sorrows and losses before, as well as immediately after, the war 

years.     

 

George FARMERY, Service Number 4998 was killed instantly on 8
th
 

June 1917 during the Battle of Messines near Ypres. He was in the 36th 

Battalion of the Australian Army. His records state that he was initially 

buried at Charing Cross Cemetery, Ploegsteert but in 1922 his widow was 

advised, that ‘this area was repeatedly the scene of heavy fighting so that 

possibly all traces of your husband’s last resting place have been 

obliterated by shell fire’. He is now commemorated on one of the 

Australian Panels at Menin Gate, Cemetary, Ypres. 

 

George was born at Hulme in Manchester on 29
th
 November 1887 and 

baptised 11
th

 January 1888. He was the eldest child of George William 

FARMERY (1864-1926) and Sarah Ellen, nee HULME (1863-1934).  

 

His father who was a butcher was born at Faldingworth, LIN. His mother 

was born at Bowdon, CHS. They had eight children, one of whom died 

young. By the 1911 census George was a sign and glass writer. One of his 

younger brothers Charles FARMERY served in the British Forces in 

WW1 and survived. 

 

Soon after the census, in May 1911, George sailed to Australia, but by 

1914 he was living in Wellington, New Zealand working as a sign writer.  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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On 11
th
 May 1915 he enlisted in the New Zealand Army 1

st
 N.Z.E.F. with 

Service Number 10/2931 and was appointed to the 7
th
 Wellington 

Infantry on 14
th

 June. However from 12
th

 September he was recorded as a 

deserter.  

 

He married Norah GILLESPIE in Wellington on 13
th

 September 1915. 

She was born in 1893 in Wellington N.Z. and was the daughter of Henry 

Cameron GILLESPIE and Maria nee CLEAVE.  

 

George and Norah must have sailed to Sydney Australia soon after their 

marriage because he enlisted in the Australian Army on 2
nd

 November 

1915. He declared that he had been in the New Zealand Territorial Forces 

for nine months. After the training period in Australia, he embarked from 

Sydney to go to England in July 1916 but in September he was A.W.O.L. 

for eight days. Did he go visit his family at Manchester? He was sent to 

France in November 1916, wounded on 27
th
 May 1917 and died on the 

battlefield on 8
th

 June. 

 

The forty eight pages of his Australian WW1 Dossier, not only include 

the details of his enlistment and war service but many letters to and from 

his widow asking for details of his burial, his possessions, the granting of 

a War pension of £2-0s-0d per fortnight, War Medals and memorial 

information.   There are more details of his death in the Red Cross 

Missing Enquiry Files.  

    

After the War his widow Norah FARMERY married Charles Edward 

PATTEN in 1920. Charles was also born in Auckland New Zealand in 

1880 and enlisted in the Australian Army in 1916 and did go to England 

but did not serve in the field and was invalided back to Australia. Charles 

died on 1
st
 January 1954 and Norah died in 1957, both in Sydney. There 

are no records of children from this marriage. 

 

This research has been most interesting featuring people who are quite 

unrelated to me, but each one was special to their own families who 

suffered through losing their son and husband in the time of war.  

 

It also brought back the memories of the World War 1 Battlefields that I 

visited in 2014 with an Australian tour group. One special occasion was 

that two of us in the group laid a wreath at Menin Gate on 5
th

 August but 

I did not take many photos there. 
                                                                                                           (contd.)   
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                        Colyn Storer, Peter and a Mayor from England 

 

Another that I have found since returning is that I actually took photos of 

the memorial walls commemorating a N.Z. relative Herbert SMALL at 

Grevillers and William Henry PORTER at Fromelles.  

 

                                                                                                  Colyn Storer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ANOTHER SIDE TO LIFE IN GEORGIAN LONDON (PART 2) 

 

 

My previous article looked at the housing problems of the ordinary 

public of Georgian London endured and mention was made of the other 

hazards they faced. One of these was the non existence of proper 

sanitation and another was the gin craze.                                         (contd.) 
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SANITATION 

 

It was after I read descriptions of the conditions brought about by the 

lack of sanitation that I realised just how awful London was. There are 

reports of dirty, stinking, dangerous streets and alleys to which was 

added the smell of horses and their waste. It might be an exaggeration but 

as there was no sewerage system raw sewage and effluent ran down the 

city streets and if you were unlucky enough to be walking in the narrower 

streets you might have experienced a wet shower from the emptying of a 

chamber pot from a window above!  

 

Let your imagination loose and envisage all the above together with 

unsavoury additions such as slaughter house refuse, dead animals left to 

decay and with piles of rubbish everywhere it was not a pretty sight! 

Each time it rained the streets were turned into rivers of sludge. As a 

pedestrian you might well be covered with this muck thrown up by the 

wheels of passing carriages. Contrast this grim scene with the conditions 

to be found in the affluent areas of the West End where the rich and 

nobility resided. Here again I realised that London was divided into the 

‘haves’ and the ‘have nots’ but even the ‘haves’, if they ventured into the 

city, would have experienced the foul conditions. There was no escape 

from the general muck and filth. 

 

THE GIN CRAZE 

 

The gin craze appears to have been brought about because water for 

drinking purposes was of very poor quality. In the first half of the 1800s 

water arrived in the city through hollowed out tree trunks running 

beneath the streets whilst other areas relied on the murky river water 

straight from the Thames. For those that could afford it spring water was 

available but the ordinary residents had to use this contaminated liquid. 

 

Rather than drink this suspect liquid the hoi polloi took to drinking gin. 

Although water, possibly also contaminated, was used to make gin it was 

boiled and therefore it became fit to drink. Fermented grain mash was 

distilled and then flavoured with juniper berries. Relatively cheap it 

became a huge craze which swept London. 

 

 

 
                                                                                                          (contd.) 
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Gin Lane by William Hogarth’s (1750) 
 

In 1771 Tobias Smollett summed up the prevailing position; 
 

‘If I would drink water, I must quaff the mawkish contents of an open 

aqueduct, exposed to all manner of defilements, or swallow that which 

comes from the River Thames, impregnated with all the filth of London 

and Westminster.                                                                               (contd.) 
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Human excrement is the least offensive part of the concrete, which is 

composed of all the drugs, minerals and poisons used in mechanics and 

manufacture, enriched with putrefying carcases of beasts and men and 

mixed with the scourings of all the wash tubs, kennels and common 

sewers within the bills of morality’. 

 

So was it surprising that gin, tasty, intoxicating and perhaps safe became 

a way of quenching thirst and making life more palatable?  

 

What has all this to do with family history? Well my ancestor John 

DOUGLAS had six children (all baptised at St. George's, Hanover 

Square) who seemed to have lived through all the hazards facing 

Londoners. Perhaps they didn't appreciate their good fortune on being 

born on the ‘right side of town’ and grew up taking their benefits for 

granted. As adults each child seemed to have continued to live a life of 

privelage; one as a cleric, another an industrialist and one married into 

the military. It is with regret that I have to say there is no evidence that 

any of them displayed any public magnanimity, philanthropy or public 

welfare support: each pursued their own ends! 

 

                                                                                                John Bridger 

 

 

I DISCOVERED MY GRANDFATHER 

THROUGH HIS WW1 MEDALS 

 

 

Following the death of my father John COLLINGE in 2002 the family as 

is usual had to clear his house. As the family historian I was handed a 

small attaché case which contained a mixture of items associated with my 

paternal grandparents Ernest and Isabella COLLINGE. 

 

I never knew Ernest; he was posted as ‘Missing Believed Killed in 

Action’ in WW1. He died, alongside so many others, on the first day of 

the Battle of The Somme (1
st
 July 1916) when his son John, my father, 

was just seven. However I feel I have come to know something of him 

through researching his WW1 medals which were part of the contents of 

the attaché case. On 14
th
 September 2005 I visited the Thiepval Memorial 

near Albert and was able to find my grandfather’s name on Pier 15A.                                   

                                                                  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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This research enabled me to present, for the 2012 H.F.H.S. Open Day, a 

display incorporating trench maps of the Somme; two medals (1914-1915 

Star and the Victory Medal), these had come to me on my father’s death 

and a copy of his medal card. During the evening another society 

member, who had specialised in searching his ancestors WWI records, 

came to look at the trench maps. He asked if I knew that I had a medal 

missing and said that the three were known as ‘Pip, Squeak and Wilfred’ 

and one, the silver British War Medal (BWM), was the usual absentee. 

This was often sold or melted down when times were hard for the 

surviving family. He suggested that I should get a copy medal to 

complete the set; this I hadn’t known was possible. 

   

At the bottom of an old cardboard box, I found a very tarnished medal 

which, when cleaned one side and the edge, turned out to be a BWM with 

its recipient details. I researched these details only to find that he had no 

children and no living next of kin. Before researching further I wondered 

if I should place it in the middle of my grandfather’s medals to represent 

the missing item. 

 

Last year the Library requested items for their planned WWI centenary 

exhibition. I loaned some of my grandfather’s memorabilia including his 

two medals – it didn’t seem quite right to include the BWM with them.  

 

On my return from a short holiday there was a ‘phone message to say that 

the two medals had been stolen from the exhibition but surprisingly they 

had been recovered and were already returned to the library. I had to 

make a statement to the Police about what their loss would have meant to 

me and at that point I suddenly realised that in my subconscious I wanted 

to return to the Thiepval Memorial for the battle centenary on 1
st
 July 

2016 wearing on my right shoulder his medals to honour his sacrifice. 

 

With this in mind I decided to get a copy of the medal now so that I 

would be ready for July 2016. Copy medals can be ordered and paid for 

on line via a link at Forces War Records www.forces-war-records.co.uk  

 

The order confirmation came with a note detailing other services offered 

by the M.O.D. Licensed Bigbury Mint www.bigburymint.com telephone 

01548 830717.   

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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I checked and found that it is possible to have the edge details engraved 

on the copy medal and that they could be mounted for wearing/display 

instead of the safety pins that had been used. I telephoned to ask if I could 

add engraving to the initial order and then, after the end of the library 

exhibition, return all three medals for mounting choosing ‘Swing Style’ 

(Swing style gives more freedom to clean the medals). 

 

Before going ahead I had to be sure of the correct edge wording;  

 

Did it say Pte or Rfnm (Private or Rifleman)?  

 

Did they use his initials or full name?  

 

How was his regiment shown?  

 

The people at the Bigbury Mint suggested that as the library exhibition 

would soon be over they would hold up the order until I could send the 

two originals to them. They could then match the engraving and wording 

for the replacement to the originals. They also advised me to use one of 

the Post Office ‘Sign for delivery’ services so the package could be 

tracked. The return of all three medals to me would be made by a similar 

method. 

 

So after the library exhibition I sent the medals off to the Mint and 

eagerly awaited their return. 

 

The service was quick and excellent. As I opened the package I could not 

believe the difference in their appearance. As part of their service and 

before they were mounted the old medals had been cleaned to match the 

new copy medal. (see the Before and After photographs below)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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          Before and                               After, together with the copy medal 

 

The information included a note on cleaning medals which might also be 

of use to anyone who, like me, has inherited old medals so I have distilled 

their advice below: 

 

Take care not to touch any part of the ribbons – if they become dirty use a 

wet-wipe to gently rub away any marks on the ribbon not soap or harsh 

chemicals. 

To keep your medals shiny clean grease or fingerprints from them by 

wiping with the softest cloth you have preferably a soft micro-fibre one. 

You should try to do this once a month. 

Medals will over time become tarnished when this happens you can use a 

small piece of ‘Silvo wadding’ on the medal, polishing it off with a soft 

cloth trying to avoid getting any on the ribbon. 

Don’t use harsh abrasives on the medal as this increases the chance of 

destroying the plating on the medal surface.  

Swing mounted medals can be cleaned with ‘Silver Dip’ making sure that 

the liquid does not get on the ribbons. Rinse the chemical away with fresh 

clean water then shine up with ‘Silvo wadding’. Medals should not be left 

in the dip for no longer than around 5 minutes but if the medal is gold 

plated then 3 minutes would be enough. 

Any dust on the medal ribbons should be brushed off with a soft brush. 

 

The Mint also offers a professional framing service to display medals and 

other memorabilia which enables the medals to be removed should you 

wish to wear them.  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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There is a memorial service held at Thiepval on the 1
st
 July every year but 

in 2016 this will be a little more special. The Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission website www.cwgc.org.uk gives information about this 

including the opportunity to register for notification of the ballot for 

tickets due to open online in September.  

 

Already registered I hope to take my eldest grandson with me and to 

include a visit to the Ulster Tower which I did not see in 2005. 

 

I may not have known my grandfather but his memory will live on in me 

and my descendants.  

 

                                                                                                 Jenny Mundy 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDWIN HEDGCOCK'S PROPERTY 

 

 

I volunteer at Hillingdon Local Studies, where I transcribe collections of 

Hillingdon property and land records (including leases, rentals, and 

mortgages). Such collections are particularly interesting since they also 

link to other records, from wills to marriage settlements. 

 

These records can raise more questions than answers - Who occupied the 

land if not the owner? Are neighbouring properties mentioned? Are there 

any plans included? Are relatives named? Who was the landlord? Was 

the land bought for speculation? Is more information available online? 

These questions can be frustrating and results are not guaranteed. 

 

As to the question often asked by any family historian ‘how can this help 

me?’ a good index of names, dates, places, occupations and relationships 

is a useful first source. Fortunately, indexing these records is an important 

part of my work and we aim to make these indexes available online at 

some stage. 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Across two separate collections I have encountered records for Edwin 

Hedgcock, an Uxbridge draper. His properties in the High Street and 

Windsor Street have an interesting history. At his death Carrick & Coles, 

drapers, purchased the properties and business. Their firm eventually held 

land on Windsor Street from the Queen's Head up to 30 & 31 High Street 

where the NatWest Bank now stands. In May 1924 the property was sold 

to the Suter family and in 1936 Burtons bought it and constructed their 

own purpose-built building. 

 

Another of Edwin's properties was 1-13, St Margarets Terrace, Villiers 

Street, including the public house still standing at the corner of Villiers 

Street and Elthorne Road. An inheritance tax document associated with 

the property included the names of his children - George Edwin, Alice 

Kipping, Harry Wrighton, Walter Chave and Florence Maria. Shortly 

after receiving his inheritance Harry Wrighton emigrated to Illinois and 

settled in Chicago, later moving to California where he died in 1927. His 

American descendants have a family tree on Ancestry.co.uk. 

 

If you are interested in these properties, we have deeds for both, each 

transcribed and indexed. I also have further details on the UK Hedgcocks 

if anyone is interested.                                                       

 

                                                                                             Leslie Edwards 

 

 

 

 

 

BORN IN UXBRIDGE 

Ralph HYDE, who died aged 76 on 5
th
 June 2015 was born in Uxbridge, 

Middlesex, on 25
th
 March 1939. His father, Douglas, was a journalist and 

political campaigner; his mother Gladys (née Jones) came from Colwyn 

Bay in North Wales. Her first language was Welsh and Ralph regretted 

that she never passed this on to him.  

Ralph spent almost 25 years as the curator/ keeper of maps, prints and 

drawings of London at the Guildhall Library.  

                                                                                                   (contd.) 
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During this time (1975 to 1999) he 

became an unlikely sleuth and is 

probably best remembered for 

finding the Rhinebeck Panorama – a 

9 ft-long series of four linked 

watercolour panels depicting 

London at the beginning of the 19th 

century. This was thought to have 

been sketched from a hot-air 

balloon above the Tower of 

London.  

In the 1980s while at Guildhall, he 

received a letter from a Canadian 

housewife telling him that in the 

early 1940s she had found a 

panorama of London used to line a 

barrel. This was located in her uncle’s loft in Rhinebeck, New York and 

apparently he used it to hide his pistols.  

As a result of painstaking research Ralph worked out that the panorama 

was made up of the initial drawings, by unknown artists, for a larger 

engraving by the British artist Robert Havell Jr. His Aeronautical View of 

London of 1831 is markedly similar.  

Havell had acted as the principal engraver for John Audubon’s Birds of 

America and emigrated to America in 1839, settling at Ossining, down 

river from Rhinebeck. 

The rediscovered work was eventually sold at Sotheby’s in 1998 for 

£200,000 to the Museum of London.  

Later he made a second great discovery when, in 2009, he helped his 

friends Andy and Celia Delahunty identify a pair of lion statues which 

they had on their campsite in France. After Ralph brought them to the 

attention of John Goodall at the Society of Antiquaries, the lion statues 

were identified as being ‘kyng’s beestes’ – original statues from one of 

the palaces of Henry VIII. They are now housed at Hampton Court. 

 

                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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The full obituary can be read on: 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/11729271/Ralph-Hyde-

curator-obituary.html  

Thanks to Ian Harvey for bringing this interesting item to our attention. 

The Rhinebeck Panorama, (top is the left half: bottom is the right) 

                                                                                        Alan Rowland 
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A TALK ─ FAMILY HISTORY INTERNET RESOURCES 

 

 

Our May talk was given by our very own John Symons. John gave a 

review of the online resources available on the internet for the family 

historian. 

 

John presented a selection of what new family history sources had 

become available on the internet over the last year or so. He found it 

difficult to choose because every week there is something new, but he 

tried to gauge those that potentially had the most relevance to our 

members. Everyone will have their own view on this, but he selected 

those he had found to be of value. 

 

Probate & Wills      

 

www.gov.uk/search-will-probate 

 

This is the long awaited new service form the Government Courts Service 

to search and obtain details of probate and wills proved since the start of 

the civil registers in 1858 to the present day. Until recently it was possible 

to visit the search rooms in London and inspect the written annual index 

volumes but this is no longer possible. In consequence this site is the only 

place you will find details of probates proved after 1966; before this date 

Ancestry have the indexes online and many will find that this is an easier 

place to find these early probates. Even then you will need to visit the 

new site to order a copy of the will if one is available. 

 

The search screen is split into three categories: 

 

Probates 1858 to 1996. 

 

Probates after 1996. 

 

Soldiers’ wills. 

 

Most family historians will be searching in the first category. By entering 

the surname and year of probate you will be presented with a facsimile of 

the index page for that year. From this you will be able to complete an 

online form to order a copy of the will. You should be aware of two 

potential problems however:                                                             (contd.) 
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1. The year of probate is not necessarily the year of death. Often it is 

the year after and occasionally many years after. Therefore if you 

do not find an entry in your chosen year, use the ‘next year’ option 

to check in subsequent years. If the death is before 1966 it is 

recommended to check the Ancestry probate indexes as their 

indexes are searchable by year of probate and year of death. 

 

2. The indexes show wills and administrations, so check the indexes 

refer to a will and probate before ordering. Ordering a grant of 

administration will not usually provide any useful additional 

information. 

 

Wills proved after 1996 were entered directly in a database which means 

you may order direct after filling in the required information. A current 

problem here is that no address is given so it might prove difficult to 

ensure you have found the correct person, particularly with a common 

name. I understand this issue is being looked into. 

 

Wills cost £10 and are delivered in the form of a pdf file in a couple of 

days, so for the most part a great improvement on the old system. 

 

World War One Medal Rolls 

 

www.ancestry.co.uk 

 

Most will be aware that a large proportion of World War One Army 

Services Records were destroyed in World War Two (ironically while 

stored at Hayes). For most people therefore the only record of their 

ancestors’ period of service are the Medal Indexes. A series of cards 

showing outline details of their service and the medals awarded (everyone 

seems to have been awarded a medal of some description) have been 

digitised for some time from the originals at The National Archives and 

are available online from Ancestry and FindMyPast. 

 

Recently these have been joined by the Medal Rolls. These are 

typewritten sheets organised by regiment and show all servicemen in 

numerical order within the regiment. These again show the medals 

awarded but are worth checking for any additional information that may 

appear over and above that shown on the medal cards. For example, full 

forenames may appear on the rolls whilst the cards might only show 

middle initials; this might be help you to determine your man. 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 



 
Hillingdon Family History Society            30                                        September 2015 

The most reliable way of searching for this information within Ancestry 

is click on “Card Catalogue” from the home page and search for “UK, 

WWI Service Medal and Award Rolls, 1914-1920”; then enter name etc. 

 

New Parish Record Sets – Gloucestershire and London Borough of  

Bexley 

 

www.ancestry.co.uk 

 

One of the great advances in online research in recent years has been the 

introduction of digitised images of parish registers. Most of these are 

indexed as well, so the opportunity of tracing family in the era before 

civil registration is considerably enhanced. Most of these are the result of 

agreements between archives and commercial providers (mostly Ancestry 

and FindMyPast) but some appear independently, for example Essex and 

North-West Kent. Others now appear on FamilySearch who provided 

some of the first indexes through the International Genealogical Index 

(IGI). 

 

Two recent additions to Ancestry’s collection include: 

 

1) Gloucestershire from the Gloucestershire Archives: 

 

Marriages and Banns, 1754 ─ 1938 850,725 

 

Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1538 ─ 1813 1,045,350 

 

Burials, 1813 ─ 1988 499,789 

 

Baptisms, 1813 ─ 1813 1913 643,322 

 

Confirmations, 1834 ─ 1913 

 

2) London Borough of Bexley from the Bexley Local Studies and 

Archive Centre 

 

Marriages and Banns, 1754 ─ 1935 61,801 

 

Cemetery Registers, 1879 ─ 1985 53,843 

 

Births and Baptisms, 1813 ─ 1925 67,801 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Deaths and Burials, 1813 ─ 1985 49,848 

 

Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1558 ─ 1812 27,113 

 

The coverage for these and other areas is never comprehensive across all 

dates and parishes, so it is worth checking individual parishes (by 

selecting ‘Browse the Collection’) especially if you are unable to locate 

an expected record. 

 

Tithe Records and Maps 

 

www.thegenealogist.co.uk 

 

This site is rather less well known than Ancestry and FMP, but they have 

secured the rights to digitise the collection of tithe maps and 

apportionments held by The National Archives. Briefly apportionments 

were the means by which land owners and occupiers were required to 

give one tenth of their income to support the parish. Schedules and maps 

were drawn up showing lists of names for each parish and maps were 

created to show the holders of individual plots. These mostly date from 

the 1840s and are therefore a useful additional source of information for 

both social and family history. Copies for some counties are also held by 

the respective County Record Offices and some of these have been 

digitised as well (I hold a copy for one Cornish parish on CD-ROM). 

 

The project is ongoing but some neighbouring counties (e.g. Berkshire 

and Buckinghamshire) are already available for consultation and the 

numbers will grow over the next couple of years.  

 

Family Trees on FamilySearch  

 

www.familysearch.org 

 

It is now possible to register (free) for this site which provides an 

increased range of options. One of these is the ability to submit your 

family tree in order to connect with other researchers of your family as 

you are already able to do on Ancestry and elsewhere. Many of the trees 

you will find at present originate from the member submitted trees of the 

International Genealogical Index (IGI). Search for all submissions under 

the ‘Genealogies’ tab at the top of the home page.  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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This also means that there is now a clear differentiation between these 

and the extracted records which will now be found along with many new 

data sets under the ‘Records’ tab. 

 

The range and variety of original records available on FamilySearch also 

continues to grow. In addition to many original images of parish registers 

available for a number of counties, there are many original documents 

available for overseas. I have for example discovered a wide range of 

original birth, marriage and death certificates available for British 

Columbia, Canada with so much information needed that the informants 

did not know the answers themselves sometimes. New records are added 

regularly as well. 

 

  

Online Historic Maps – National Library of Scotland 

 

maps.nls.uk 

 

A new source for the provision of old Ordnance Survey maps is, 

strangely, the National Library of Scotland. These are ideal for locating 

where your ancestors lived and give an added indication about the social 

conditions of the area. 

 

For our own area there is a 6 inch to the mile scale series from the 1860s 

and a 25 inch to the mile series from the 1890s. In addition for more 

central parts of London there is a 5 feet to the mile series also dating from 

the 1890s. All these offer the ability to magnify localities to show greater 

detail. 

 

To access these visit the site listed then from the menu in the top left hand 

side, select “England and Wales, Ordnance Survey”, then the series you 

require from the drop down list. You can then search by place or from the 

map grid covering the country for the individual sheet you require.  

 

Irish Civil Registration Indexes 

 

www.irishgenealogy.ie 

 

Although some Irish civil registration indexes have been available at 

FamilySearch and Ancestry for some time, the set now available on Irish 

Genealogy is more comprehensive and generally easier to search.   (contd.) 
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Twentieth century marriage records for example now provide an exact 

marriage date as well as the name of the other party. The records include 

all of Ireland including the north prior to 1921 and those in Eire after this 

date. 

 

If you find an entry for historic events it is possible to order a photocopy 

of the certificate for €4 (something there is a prospect of now for English 

certificates). Although online ordering is not possible a link will take you 

to a form which may be completed and posted to the Office of the 

Registrar General. 

 

 

Parish Register Indexes 

 

freereg2.freereg.org.uk/search_queries/new 

 

A member of the ‘family’ which includes the ever popular and useful 

FreeBMD is FreeReg which aims to provide an index to parish registers. 

This is again a volunteer effort and coverage is very patchy although 

increasing. 

 

This has earned a slot in this new resources section not so much because 

of any additional records (although there have been plenty) but because 

of a much improved search screen which enables easy searching by entry 

type (baptisms, marriages or burials), name, location and date range. It is 

also possible to see from a drop down list which parishes in any given 

county have records available. 

 

This is just an index and you will still need to check the original records 

yourself at the County Record Office or online if you are lucky. As there 

is not a single index of parish registers it is worth using in conjunction 

with other resources such as Ancestry, FMP and FamilySearch as any of 

these sites may have indexes of their own to your chosen search area.  

 

 

Further Developments 

 

So what additional help may we expect in the not too distant future? 

Legislation has been passed to enable access to uncertified copies of 

English and Welsh historic birth, marriage and death certificates in much 

the same way as already happens in Scotland and Ireland.               (contd.)  
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We don’t know yet how this will work in practice and when it will 

happen but more affordable and accessible copies will greatly help family 

history research. 

 

A project is also under way to make available the 1939 National Identity 

Card Register. The register was taken on 29 September 1939 by the 

British Government and recorded personal details of individuals in order 

to issue identity cards and ration books. There was of course no 1941 

census and the 1931 census was destroyed so this will in time become a 

most valuable substitute although restrictions will be placed on 

information on people still alive. This is a joint project between The 

National Archives and DC Thomson Family History (the owners of 

FindMyPast). Watch this space! 

 

                                                                      John Symons 

 
 

A TALK ─ THE SALVATION ARMY IN YIEWSLEY  

 
 

On 18
th
 June Cath Alderson, who is a member of our society, gave an 

informative talk covering around 109 years of Yiewsley life through a 

period of great social change. Although Yiewsley was not a wealthy area 

the people managed to hide their lack of wealth. 

 

Cath gave us an introduction to the 

Salvation Army. William Booth, 

seen here with his wife Catherine, 

was a pawnbroker who witnessed 

poverty. He was a Methodist and in 

1865 he formed a mission in the 

East End of London which 

included a soup kitchen.  

 

A pub was used for their meetings 

and the mission thought of 

themselves as soldiers fishing for 

truth and to improve people’s lives. 

The Booths abandoned the 

conventional concept of a church 

with a pulpit and instead took their 

message out to the people.  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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The Salvation Army (S.A.) was born! They called their meeting halls 

citadels and they were built in a style that afforded protection for their 

followers.  These structures had no pillars and they had the look of the 

music halls. Simple and plain they had a platform and a ‘mercy seat’ (a 

wooden rail) where people could make a declaration to dedicate their life 

to good.  

 

The establishment welcomed the S.A. as a preferable alternative to 

revolution. They included a political wing and they were also involved in 

trade union activity. Catherine Booth was a strong proponent of equality 

for women and fought for women to be able to preach in church meetings 

– even persuading William to change his own views. This became a key 

part of the S.A.’s official beliefs. As a result of all these things the 

population viewed them with mixed feelings. 

 

Yiewsley was a tiny hamlet in the early nineteenth century and grew up 

around the brick fields making use of the surrounding deposits of London 

Clay. Development of Yiewsley grew with the arrival of the canal. This 

ensured easy access for the bricks that fuelled a massive period of house 

building in London. With the arrival of the labour force necessary for 

brick making the ‘brickies’ grew Yiewsley’s population. Brickfields were 

highly profitable for the owner but for many workers work was seasonal 

often lasting only four months with children helping out in the summer. 

 

With the arrival 

of these ‘new’ 

people meant 

that there was 

an increase in   

membership. 

 

A Corps was 

formed in 1886  

to serve West  

Drayton. Some 

250 were at the 

first meeting. 

In 1914 a hall 

was opened in 

Horton Road at 

a cost of £813.  
              (contd.) 
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Cath then spoke of how the S.A. established itself as part of Yiewsley life 

and showed some photos of the Hall.  

 

She then highlighted some individual members. Three men from the local 

Salvation Army died in World War One. Albert Hancock was a 

Bandsman, age 28. William Gober was just 21, and William Richards 

who played the Euphonium was also killed. His wife Bessie was a 

midwife who organised many activities and took in children in need. 

 

The Army had the Yiewsley Songsters as a senior choir and remained a 

part of Yiewsley life for many people. Another member was Mrs. 

Bateman whose fiancé was killed in the First World War.  

 

She was the organist for many years and in 1977 when aged 90 raised 

money for the Corps. She died age 93 and was remembered with a plaque 

which said ‘Gone to Glory’, the Army term for ascending to heaven. 

 

During world war two, the Army had prizes 

at Christmas for good Sunday School 

attendance and a Christmas party was held 

with fish paste sandwiches and jelly. 

 

We heard of a local man, Samuel Thorn, 

pictured here, who drank to excess, took 

part in bare knuckle fights and then in his 

20s was ‘saved’, became a Salvationist and 

later a Councillor.  

 

It was Samuel who encouraged the Council 

to build Yiewsley Swimming Pool. 

 

We learnt how Yiewsley changed. The band (see below), an important 

part of the S.A. never recovered after World War Two having only seven 

or eight members by 1947.  

 

In 1957 the Yiewsley Corps had only 35 members which reduced to just 

20 attendees by 1963. This trend continued through 1990 until in 1994 

arson destroyed the hall which effectively finished the S.A. in Yiewsley. 

Although there were plans to rebuild they never happened and eventually 

it became flats for people with learning difficulties. 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Cath’s talk introduced us to more characters from Yiewsley life, many of 

whom had a S.A. link. She accidentally learnt about the S.A. in Yiewsley 

as a result of researching her own family history. It was interesting to see 

parallels in Yiewsley’s growth and the S.A. This short article gives but a 

flavour of her highly interesting and unusual talk which gave a good 

insight into a special part of our local history. 

 

                                                                                       Charles Hampshire  
 

N.B. 

The drawing of the Horton Street S.A. Hall or Citadel was by Belinda 

Sawkins. It was found in the local history facility in Uxbridge library. 

 

 

Samuel Thorn, mentioned above, was in the band ‘A’ 

 

 

 

DEADLINE DATES FOR 2015/16 

 

JOURNAL DEADLINE DATE 

December 2015 3
rd

 October 2015 

March 2016 23rd January 2016 

 

 

A 
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FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 
 

 

 

Doesn’t time fly? Here we are in 

September and yet it seems just a few 

weeks since we wondered if summer 

would ever arrive. 

 

To everyone who went away on holiday I 

hope you all had a wonderful time.  

 

Now it is time to continue with your 

research so don’t forget that the research room at Hillingdon Park Baptist 

Church is open most Friday mornings and on the first Saturday of each 

month we will be at Uxbridge Library. 

 

The library sessions have proved to be very popular and one lady 

presented us with a large tin of Roses chocolates as a thank you for all the 

help she had received. We thank her very much – they were enjoyed by 

all. 

 

                                                                                         Patricia Reynolds  

 

 

WELCOME TO ALL OUR NEW MEMBERS 
 

 

A40 Mrs. Susan Austin 

Email: susan.tacon@hotmail.co.uk 

10 Enstone Road, Ickenham, 

Middlesex. UB10 8EZ 

C77 Mrs. Helen Cope 

Email: helen.cope@googlemail.com 

Frays Farm, Harefield Road, 

Uxbridge, Middlesex. UB8 1PW 

L47 Mrs. Valerie Law 

Email: tillie39@sky.com 

6 Barringlas Court, Ruislip, 

Middlesex. HA4 7TP 

W87 Miss June Ward 77 Newdigate Road, Harefield, 

Middlesex. UB9 6EL  
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HEDGERLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 

 

Unless otherwise stated all meetings take place at 8.00 p.m. in Hedgerley 

Memorial Hall, Kiln Lane, Hedgerley, Buckinghamshire. SL2 3UZ. 

 

Secretary: John Lovelock, 13 Coppice Way, Hedgerley, 

Buckinghamshire. SL2 3YL Telephone; 01753 647187 Email: 

jdlovelock@btinternet.com  
 

Membership: £12.00 per anum, which provides free admission to 

monthly talks. Visitors welcome ─ admission £4.00. 
 

2015 Programme 
 

21
st
 October Gordon Harold ‘Sailing Round the World’ 

31
st
 October 

12 noon Saturday 

Trixie Brabner and 

Sq. Ldr. John Brabner 

Autumn Lunch &  

Halton House/RAF Halton 

Tickets £15 booking required 

18
th
 November D.J.Kelly ‘Bucks Spies 

and Subversives’ 

2
nd

 December Jane Robinson ‘History of the 

Women’s Institute’ 
 
 

 

RUISLIP, NORTHWOOD, EASTCOTE, L.H.S. 

 

Meetings are held on Mondays in St Martin's Church Hall, High Street, 

Ruislip at 8.15pm.  

For further information, please contact The Programme Secretary on 

01895 673299. 
 

2015 
 

21
st
 September 

John Wagstaff 

London Historical 

Association. 

‘From Shillibeer to Borismaster: 

The Story of the London Bus’ 

 

19
th
 October 

Eileen M. Bowlt 

RNELHS 

‘A.G.M. & Elizabeth Rogers of 

Eastcote House an 18
th

 century 

Lady of Property’ 

 

16
th
 November 

Mathew Morris 

University of Leics. 

Archaeologist 

‘Richard III: 

The King under the Car Park’ 

21
st
 December RNELHS Members Members Evening 
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2016 
18

th
 January Sean Kelly Researcher 

and Author 

‘The U.S. Presence in Ruislip’ 

15
th
 February Jacquie Scott 

St Vincent's Chairman 

‘St Vincent's : 

100 years of caring’ 

 

14
th
 March 

Ian Garrett 

Technical Director 

W&N (retired) 

‘A History of 

Winsor & Newton’ 

18
th
 April Pat Simpson 

Watford Historian 

‘Watford after the Dissolution: 

the Royal Manor of Watford’ 

 

 

 

 
 

RESEARCH BY HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
                                                             

 

?      
 

 

 

The society undertakes a limited amount of investigation on behalf of 

members and others.  

                                                                                                            

Local investigations involving the London Borough of Hillingdon and its 

nine ancient parishes will generally be restricted to the sources detailed in 

‘Family History in Hillingdon’ published by the society (at present in the 

process of being updated and revised).  

 

In addition we can extend searches using the London Metropolitan 

Archives and the National Archives at Kew and other London record 

offices. 

 

We can also carry out national investigations embracing the whole of the 

U.K. as well as other countries worldwide.    
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The society charges members £5.00 per hour for pursuing such enquiries 

(£10.00 per hour for non-members), plus the cost of any expenses 

necessarily incurred such as copying, postage etc.  

 

Those who want to make use of this service should be specific as to their 

requirements and should indicate clearly the upper limit of expenditure 

they are willing to incur. It must be appreciated that in some cases an 

investigation may not produce any results or it may result in a negative 

answer, in either case a charge will still have to be made.  

 

Please contact the Membership Secretary or email the society, see back 

cover for contact information. 

 

 
 

 

 

HELP LINE  
 

 

In this part of the journal we advertise pleas, from members and non-

members, for information and assistance. If you have become “stuck” on 

some part of your family tree but believe that the answer may lie here in 

our corner of Middlesex, our local knowledge may be able to help. 

 

Members may advertise at no cost, but a charge of £2 for each entry is 

made for non-members.  Send your queries (with as much specific detail 

as possible please), together with payment, to the membership secretary:- 

  

Mrs Patricia Reynolds,  

20 Lilac Place,Yiewsley, West Drayton, 

Middlesex UB7 8LR. 
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The Lost Ancestor                                                 ISBN: 9781500883492 

by Nathan Dylan Goodwin         

Publisher: CreateSpace, Independent Publishing Platform      Price   £7.99 

 
 

 

This is an exciting new 

genealogical crime 

mystery and is written 

by the acclaimed author 

Nathan Goodwin. 

 

It features a redoubtable 

forensic genealogist, the 

fictional Morton Farrier. 

 

It concerns his efforts to 

solve the disappearance 

in 1911 of Mary 

Mercer.   

 

A very enjoyable read 

this is the second book 

in a forensic genealogist 

series and it would 

make an acceptable gift 

for those addicted to 

family history. 

                      Joy Higgs   
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HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS 
 

Please note that prices are in pounds (£) sterling and EXCLUDE 

postage and packing (see below). 

 
 

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE ON CD – ROM  Cost 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877  5.50 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877  5.50 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 5.50 

St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.   5.50 

St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 

Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 

St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. 5.50 

The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929 5.50 

St. John’s Church, Hillingdon, Middx.  Burials  1903–1924 5.50 

  

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE AS FICHE SETS  

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877 (set of 4) 4.00 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877 (set of 2) 2.00 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 (set of 1) 1.00 

St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 3) 3.00 

St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 2) 2.00 

Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.   (set of 2) 2.00 

St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. (set of 1) 1.00 

The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929  (set of 2) 2.00 

Middlesex Sessions Records (Hillingdon Extracts)                                (set of 2) 2.00 

 

Please add postage and packaging as follows: 

 For each set of fiche.................................................................. 45p 

 For each CD–ROM to UK address........................................... 65p 

 For airmail to overseas addresses…..Email Mrs. G. May for costs. 
 

Cheques should be in pounds STERLING, crossed A/C payee and made 

payable to Hillingdon Family History Society. 

 

The publications can be obtained from the Publications Officer: 
 

Mrs. Gill May, 20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8BB 

Telephone: 01753 885602               Email:  gillmay@dial.pipex.com    
 

or alternatively visit these on–line bookshops: 
 

www.parishchest.com     and      www.genfair.com 

 

 



 
Hillingdon Family History Society            44                                        September 2015 

 

 
 

 

Hillingdon Park Baptist Church, 25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon  

(car park at rear of church, accessed from Auriol Drive). 

 

 

There is also a public car park on the eastern side of Long Lane (access 

between the Co-op & the Chinese take away restaurant, or via the exit 

slip road off the A40 from London). The nearest L.T. station is 

Hillingdon and there is a U2 bus stop on Hercies Road outside the 

Church. Please note that the main entrance to the building is on the side 

of the Church. Our Research Room is on the 1
st
 floor and is open one 

morning each week (Friday or the first Saturday of the month) as well as 

at our monthly meetings. A bulletin issued at every monthly meeting 

gives the opening dates of the Research Room. The Society does not meet 

or open the Research Room during August. 
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IF UNDELIVERED PLEASE RETURN TO: 

   Patricia Reynolds, 20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, West Drayton, Middlesex. UB7 8LR 

U.K. 
 

 

Nine ancient Middlesex parishes    

were incorporated into the new 

London Borough of Hillingdon :     

Cowley, Harefield, Harlington, 

Harmondsworth, Hayes, Hillingdon, 

Ickenham, Ruislip and West Drayton 

The original records and registers 

for these parishes are now kept at: 

London Metropolitan Archives, 

40 Northampton Road, Clerkenwell 

London. EC1R 0HB 
 

Hillingdon today embraces a mixture of Greater London suburbs, ancient  

and modern, large and small, each with its own distinctive identity. 

Heathrow Airport lies at the Southern end of the borough. Other localities in 

the Borough include Colham Green, Eastcote, Longford, Northwood, Ruislip 

Manor, Sipson, South Ruislip, Uxbridge, Yeading and Yiewsley. 


