
The objectives of the Society are:
To promote and encourage the study and preservation 

of family history, genealogy, heraldry and allied 
subjects, and to assist members and others 

in research in these areas.

For additional names see:
From Our Contemporaries 98

Vol. 41 No. 2 June 2018

The Heraldry & Genealogy Society of  Canberra Inc.

Ancestral
TheSurnames in this issue:

Ellis 70
Foley 89
Goodman 75
Hammond 78
Harris 78
Kamahl 75
Kong 66
Liddy 82, 83
Liu 66
Mann 65
McCulloch 83
Milkins 78, 81
Plunket 76
Pratt 82-84
Robinson 89

Adams 65
Allen 75
Ashkenazi 75
Baldock 70-73
Bayly 89
Betts 78
Boreham 74
Burke 89
Carey 70
Colledge 85
Crisp 78
Curatine 85
Cushin 85
Davis 78
Easton 78

Rodgers 78
Rook 70
Salis-Marschlins 76
Stacpool 89
Strickland 72
Thompson 70
Tongway,
  Tong Wai,  
  Tong Way 66-68
Trott 74
Walsh 78
Warlow 85
Wickham 76
Wilkinson 68

Searcher



55The Ancestral Searcher Vol. 41 No. 2

Quarterly Journal of The Heraldry & Genealogy Society of Canberra Inc. 

The Ancestral Searcher

C O N T E N T S
Articles
 Meritorious Service Award - Cora Num    58
 The Great Fire of Wellington 1879 Janice Borg Caruana 63
 Sam Tongway - A Story of Assimilation David Tongway 66
 My ancestor was … an Innkeeper Elaine Gifford 70
 My ancestor was … a Piano Tuner Sandra Barnbaum 74
 My Husband’s ancestor was … a Foreign Soldier 
    Jean Main 76
 My ancestor was … a Vagrant Rosemary McKenzie 78
 Negotiating Genealogical ‘Brick Walls’ Kris Jacobsen 82
 The Curious Case of the Shared Relative Peter Grills 86
 Ballyfaudeen Eviction Notices Jim Foley 89

Regular Articles
 President’s Report Nick Reddan 57 
 From the Editor Rosemary McKenzie 56 
 Hot Sites Cora Num 90
 Hot Sources No. 140 Cora Num 92
 New Collection Items In Brief Barbara Moore 96
 From Our Contemporaries Peter Kennedy & 
     Pauline Bygraves 98
 Society Education and Social Activities Sue Pallins & 
     Clare McGuiness 103
 Services for Members & Notice to Contributors   108

Miscellany
 Memories of Congress March 2018    60
 The Canberra Rotary World Peace Bell June Penny 69
 Digitised Journals Through Trove Lynne Curran 77
 Education & Events this Quarter Sue Pallins & 
     Clare McGuiness 95

 June 2018 ISSN 2206-5598 (Online) Vol. 41 No. 2 

Society Library and Headquarters: 
41 Templeton Street, Cook, ACT               Telephone: 02 6251 7004
The Secretary, HAGSOC. PO Box 152  Jamison Centre  ACT  2614

e-mail: secretary@familyhistoryact.org.au               Webpage: http://www.familyhistoryact.org.au

Founded 1964
Member of the Australasian Federation of Family History Organisations; NSW & ACT Association of Family  

History Societies; Royal Australian Historical Society and Federation of Family History Societies (UK). 
Associate Member of Scottish Federation of Family History Societies.

Honorary Life Members:
S.G. Cameron*,  W.T Crocker*,  D.J.Davies*,  A. Dziedzic,  E.M. Fletcher*,  J.D. Hayhurst,  
R.M.A. Heggen,  W.H. Marsh,  R. Middelmann,  J.F. Penny,  P.A. Pickering,  K.S Pinkerton,  

D.G. Rymer*,  R.D. Stevens,  G.E. Taylor.

Fellows: 
G.A. Burkhardt,  M.C.N. D’Arcy*,  E.M. Fletcher*,  W.N. Gunson,  R.A. Kerr,  W.H. Marsh,  

B. Moore,  D.R. Mountain,  C.M. Num,  P. A. Pemberton,  J.F. Penny,  P.S. Procter,  
P.M. Ray,  R.M. Rodgers,  G.R. Thom.  

* Indicates Deceased

Honorary Fellow: 
Colonel Iain Swinnerton (Retd)

Honorary Office Bearers 2017-2018
 President:  Nick Reddan  02 6257 8755
 Vice-President:  Jenny Higgins  0429 704 339
 Secretary: Gina Tooke  secretary@familyhistoryact.org.au
 Treasurer:  David Le Roy  treasurer@familyhistoryact.org.au

 Councillors: Anne Beasley  0402 162 827
  Robyn Coghlan  02 6254 0487
  Rosemary McKenzie  editor@familyhistoryact.org.au
  Susan Pillans  0402 251 348

Non-Committee Posts:
  Archivist June Penny  02 6241 1942
 Bookshop Manager vacant  bookshop@familyhistoryact.org.au
 Computer Manager Howard Viccars  computermgr@familyhistoryact.org.au
 Editor Rosemary McKenzie  editor@familyhistoryact.org.au
 Education and Events Clare McGuiness and Susan Pillans 
    registration@familyhistoryact.org.au
 Education Room Bookings Robyn Coghlan  roomhire@familyhistoryact.org.au
 Facilities Manager Danny O’Neill  facilities@familyhistoryact.org.au
 Librarian vacant
 Membership Secretary Robyn Heggen  membership@familyhistoryact.org.au
 Public Officer June Penny  02 6241 1942
 Serials Librarian Susan Mann  02 6161 6494
 Translation Service  Jennifer Barnes  0410 677 345
 Webmaster vacant

Front Cover: Honary Life Members and Fellows 3 April 2018. Seated: Joan Hayhurst; 
Left to Right: Pam Ray, Cora Num, June Penny, Don Mountain, Ruth Rodgers, Annette Dziedzic, 

Bobby Pinkerton, Robyn Heggen and Barbara Moore. (Photograph Rosemary McKenzie)

The Heraldry & Genealogy Society of Canberra Inc.



56 57The Ancestral Searcher Vol. 41 No. 2 The Ancestral Searcher Vol. 41 No. 2

President’s Report
Nick Reddan

[London, 14 May] I find myself in London writing this after a quickly arranged 
trip to England and Ireland. My day started with an AFFHO meeting over Skype, 
9am here and 6pm at home. I then spent most of the day in the British Library 
photographing the 1799 census of Carrick-on-Suir which has over 10,000 
names with details of ages, occupations, disabilities and family relationships. 
In lots of ways it is more informative than later English, Scottish etc censuses 
which are such a boon for our research in mid to late 1800s.
It is a bit of something old and something new for a Royal Wedding next 
weekend. The new is living in the communication age. On my first trip to this 
side of the world some 40 years ago phoning home was an expensive rarity and 
this morning I had a free conference call between me and eight other people 
on the other side of the world. The comparison with our forebears in the early 
1800s would be even more stark when people might go to another part of the 
world and at best be heard of once every couple of years many months after 
the event.
When we do our research, we rely heavily on indexes and finding aids more 
generally. It would be great if we all had access to an index of the 1799 census 
of Carrick-on-Suir. One is reported as being made but its location is not obvious. 
While all of us use indexes few of us contribute to their making. All of us would 
benefit if more of us contributed to indexing and transcribing records. These 
efforts do not need to be heroic like those of my Registry of Deeds Index Project 
Ireland which has over 270,000 index entries in the main index and about 70,000 
entries in subsidiary indexes.
Even indexing a short manuscript can be a great help. I have also indexed a 
couple of directories for Dublin which involved a few thousand names each. When 
I get time, I intend to get back to some other transcribing and indexing projects. 
I have not made much progress on transcribing the 
Court Book of Kilmallock that I photographed a few 
years ago in Leeds, Yorkshire.
Each quarter I am indexing the contents of this 
journal and putting the results up as a searchable 
database on our website. There is satisfaction to be 
gained from indexing a document to assist its users 
to get more out of it.
Later this year I will be running a course on using 
Word better and a workshop on indexing to get you 
started on indexing everything.
In closing I wish you well in your research and hope 
you will be encouraged to help others by assisting in 
an indexing project.

From the Editor
Rosemary McKenzie

I was very remiss last quarter and left out a paragraph for one of our articles by 
Jenny Wood, Slab Hut to Colonial Homestead. Jenny has lived in Canberra for 
over 30 years and is a librarian at one of the libraries in the Canberra region. She 
has been researching her family history for about 20 years. Jenny is descended 
from one of the pioneering Canberra families, the ‘Majura’ Camerons, and from 
the Kiley family of Tumut on her mother’s side.

This quarter there is a good collection of reading for you. Congress featured for 
many in March this year and there is a group photo, reminisces and also our 
very own Fellow, Cora Num, receiving the Meritorious Service Award. While she 
wasn’t at Congress we celebrated her award at the Monthly Meeting in April.

The theme of ‘My ancestor was’ generated some articles. There is an innkeeper, 
a piano tuner, a vagrant and a foreign soldier to read about. There is a story  
from Janice Borg Caruana about the great fire of Wellington, in New Zealand 
that is, and where her ancestor was at the time.

Brick walls are always of interest especially how to crush them. Kris Jacobsen 
has navigated us through his brick wall. Tim Foley has sent in some Irish eviction 
notices for his relatives, which don’t seem to have occurred.

David Tongway has shared his father’s story of assimilation into Australian 
society. Peter Grills has connections to a ‘wealthy and influential Macanese’ – 
and there’s Agatha Christie in there too …

Our regular contributors have a large selection of items which will keep you 
researching along other avenues. Cora has tips from DNA, WW1, Germany, 
London and Ireland to name a couple of topics.

Barbara has put together a list of books donated by the Fletcher family in memory 
of Eunice Fletcher and also a large donation from Rhonda Kerr. Additional items 
from Rhonda’s donation which have not been included in the library collection 
are for sale in the library. It is a good opportunity to add books to your own 
research collection which may now be out of print.

There are some funny/interesting items in the overseas selections - a FROST 
married a GULLY. And if you still need things to occupy yourself there are 5 
pages of SIGs, SUGs and events to attend!

I have used up all our TAS fillers. So if you have some interesting pieces that 
you would like to share please send them in to editor@familyhistoryact.org.au 

I would like to thank my team of proof readers who check all our articles which 
come in. Their attention to detail is most helpful. They work in tight timeframes 
and make my life a lot easier. I hope you enjoy reading the finished product.

A page from the 
Court Book of Kilmallock
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• At an international level Cora spoke at the 
2009 triennial Australasian Federation of 
Family History Organisations Congress 
on Genealogy and Heraldry in Auckland 
NZ, and was a keynote speaker for the 
2015  Congress held in Canberra. Because 
of an injury her presentation papers on 
Occupational Records, eRecords, Online 
Newspapers and Exploring Modern Map 
Sites were pre-recorded for the conference.

• Today Cora continues to pursue her  interest 
in family history from her home on the South 
Coast of New South Wales and regularly 
presents to a wide variety of groups and 
organisations including family history 
societies, computer user groups, libraries 
and community groups.

• Coming up, Cora is the invited Keynote 
Speaker for the 2018 Annual NSW & ACT 
Association of Family History Societies Annual Conference, Sailing into 
History, to be held 14-16 September at Batemans Bay. This  follows her 
previous guest speaking roles at the annual conferences held in Dubbo in 
2008 and in Bomaderry in 2010.

Congratulations Cora! The award is very well deserved.

Cora Num
At the Congress Dinner, Saturday 10 March 2018, Robyn Williams the President 
of  AFFHO (Australian Federation of Family History Organisations) read the 
following citation for the Meritorious Service Award.

The name Cora Num is well-known to the users of her gateway Coraweb 
site which commenced in 1997 and today is well recognised as the go to 
site for Australasian genealogy for its reliability and currency. 
Cora became a member of the Heraldry and Genealogical Society of 
Canberra (HAGSOC) in 1981 and was a council member from 1993 to 
1999. Cora is a major contributor to HAGSOC’s renowned publication 
Family History for Beginners and Beyond and from 1994 co-edited its 
companion publication Family History Research Manager. Maintaining her 
association with HAGSOC she has contributed a segment Hot Sources 
and Hot Sites to the society’s journal from 1995 and this continues. Cora 
has been a presenter, author and contributor to  genealogy and family 
history in Australia and beyond and is a worthy recipient of the Meritorious 
Service Award 2018.

As Cora was not able to be at Cogress to receive her award, Nick Reddan,  
HAGSOC’s president was very proud to present it to Cora at our next monthly 
meeting in April. The front cover shows a photo of HAGSOC Fellows and Life 
Members who along with members congratulated Cora at the meeting on 
receiving her Meritorious Award.

Many members will remember some additional contributions to Family History 
which have been included below. Including them in the AFFHO citation would  
have made very long and this is not an exhaustive list!

• Cora was a regular member of the HAGSOC Education and Outreach 
Travelling Road Show team that encouraged the introduction and 
development of  family history Societies and research throughout the South 
East region of NSW.

• In 1988 Cora was awarded the Society of Australian Genealogists Diploma 
in Family History Studies  that led to her work as a professional family history 
researcher and to conduct popular family history and internet classes for 
various adult education programs in Canberra. 

• Cora has been writing and publishing quality Australian genealogy guides 
since 1995 and among her numerous written and published family histories,  
she is the author of the popular book Web Sites for Genealogists.

• In 2003 Cora was made a Fellow of HAGSOC for her distinguished service 
to the Society and advancing Family History and Genealogy.

Meritorious Service Award

Cora Num with her AFFHO Meritorious 
Service Award, presented at HAGSOC 

Monthly Meeting 4 April 2018.

Fellows and Life Members congratulate Cora on receiving her Meritorious Award 3 April 2018. 
Seated: Joan Hayhurst; Left to Right: Pam Ray, Cora Num, June Penny, Don Mountain, Ruth Rodgers, 

Annette Dziedzic, Bobby Pinkerton, Robyn Heggen and Barbara Moore. (Photograph Rosemary McKenzie).
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facing page ACT Attendees at Congress
Photo taken by Jan Squire, Congress Photographer.

At the Congress dinner each table had 
to ‘construct’ the Sydney Harbour Bridge 
from a kit. The best was awarded the 
‘AFFHO Construction Award’. Robynne 
(above) was the main ‘constructor’ with 
various decorations and sparklers added 
by some quick thinking, creative people.

Memories of Congress March 2018
From some of our HAGSOC attendees - the best things they remember about 
Congress three months down the track!

Barbara Moore: This is the eighth congress I have attended starting with the 
congress hosted by HAGSOC in Canberra in 1986. Genealogy has come a long 
way since those days but the enthusiasm of genealogists has never waned. 
I enjoyed learning about new resources and technology but most of all I enjoyed 
meeting up with old friends I only see every three years and chatting as though 
it was yesterday.

Kerrie Gray: A wonderful opportunity to meet other researchers, to learn how 
they are progressing their research and to be motivated by their stories and their 
achievements. Feeling challenged to listen to both Australian and international 
speakers who are at the leading edge of family history research. The speakers 
had such depth of knowledge and were always so willing to share. It was really 
fascinating to hear how tools from other professions/technologies, such as 
network graphs and Google Earth, can be applied in very sophisticated ways 
to family history research. Learning about the developments in FamilySearch, 
FMP and Ancestry. These are such valuable sources and knowing how they are 
progressing and the tools they are developing was quite motivating.
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- featuring the brave and fearless Alf Adams
Janice Borg Caruana

Wellington Opera House, Saturday 14th June 1879 - midnight
The shows are over and all have gone home bar the omnipresent rats scratching 
and squabbling over the tasty morsels of food awaiting the cleaners the next day. 
The gas star at the centre of the ceiling dome, which provides light to the house, 
has been burning from 2 o’clock in the afternoon - through both the matinee “Ten 
Nights in a Barroom” and evening show “A Husband’s Revenge’’.1 The iron gas 
pipe which supplies the star is by now infernally hot, and communicates its ire to 
the wooden joists above, which begin to smoulder.

Sunday 15 June 1879
I rise at daybreak, as always on a Sunday, a routine to which I adhere with 
unwavering attention. Sundays are my favourite day of the week, having all 
the elements required to make one feel truly alive and grateful for being on this 
earth.

First I attend to the horse “dip”. Even in the midst of winter, such as today, I 
persist. I select three from my trading yard in Dixon Street and, riding one, lead 
the others to Oriental Bay so that they might enjoy their earthly delights.2 

Some town men are partaking in horse races at the Bay, but I judge that to be 
hazardous for the general populace and horses alike, so I leave that to the more 
foolhardy riders and stay clear.3

Today is mild for the time of year but a strong nor’wester is on the go. The water 
is bracing but not overly so, and some dozen or so like minded men share the 
same spirited exhilaration bathing with their steads. 

Upon completion of the ablutions I change my clothes and pass some time with 
the auctioneer Robert Laery, who happens to be passing, then head for home. I 
cannot be late for the crowning pleasure of Ellen’s mid-day Sunday roast (which 
I convince myself I can smell from the Bay, even though it’s over a mile away) 
followed by the joyous squeals of horseplay with our six children before the 
evening’s attendance at church.

Sunday 15 June 1879 7.00pm
Thomas, one of the stagehands, is busy storing props when he notices a small 
fire above the skylight in the auditorium dome. 

“Oy, Jack!” he shrieks, “there’s a fire up there! Help me with the hoses will you. 
Paddy get outside and raise the fire brigade, then start getting stuff out just in 
case - start with the piano.” 

The Great Fire of Wellington 1879... from page 60 Memories of Congress March 2018
Jenny Morris: Gina, Ellen and I shared a great unit near Paddy’s Markets.  
Lovely to cook for ourselves and rest in a homelike environment to recap the 
full days.  Lisa Louise Cooke gave enthusiastic lectures about using technology 
to improve research and share it with family. Dianne Snowden led a thought 
provoking session about becoming a professional genealogist with discussion 
from the group about courses, qualifications and professional bodies.

Robyn Middleton: Another wonderful congress experience! I have enjoyed 
each of the four congresses I have attended. Each has been unique but with 
an underlying theme of common interest, fellowship, education and sharing. 
They are also changing with the advancement of technology, in presentations, 
as well as for our own use. How can you be sitting in a room with a couple of 
hundred people and find “distant” relatives in that room by turning on an app on 
your phone – it happened in Sydney. The hardest part of attending a congress is 
the number of choices of presentations, especially with the wealth of knowledge 
shared by some wonderful speakers from overseas as well as home grown 
presenters. I found the DNA presentations were inspiring as were the talks on 
using Google – a great motivation to delve into both these in more depth. You 
can always learn something new.

Gina Tooke: It’s not often I get to totally immerse myself in family history, hang 
out with genie friends and listen to world class speakers. Congress was all this 
and more. Lisa Louise Cooke inspired me with her awesome apps, Thom Reed 
has me re-visiting Family Search and Carol Baxter’s tips on writing family history 
have already been shared with my Writers SIG friends.

June Penny: Early registration at Richmond Villa that came with a free welcome 
cup of tea among an excited group of friendly family historians from near and far, 
all anticipating what’s to come!

A warm welcome at the Convention Centre to meet and mingle to greet new and 
old friends

Then down to the real business of what a Congress is all about with the first 
Plenary Session presented by Judy G Russell that came with a jolt and sent 
home a real wake up message as she told her story of Just Three Generations 
and demonstrated using audience participation, that is all it can take for basic 
family history stories about you and your immediate family to be forgotten or not 
recalled anymore. 

Options for free time were included and daylight saving was a valued extension 
at the end of the day and allowed an opportunity for a private walking pleasure 
to take in a unique magic harbour highlight at sunset, to wander the paths and 
gardens of the Barangaroo Reserve.

The seamless organisation of the entire congress – thankyou AFFHO and your 
hosts SAG - with a special mention of appreciation to Heather and Martyn, your 
friendly efforts did not go unnoticed.
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possessions, from pots and pans to armchairs, being thrown into the street in 
order to save them. I see fire brigades already arriving, along with the fire police, 
volunteers, and the Naval Brigade, such is the size of this conflagration.

As I approach the Nag’s Head I’m gasping for breath. The combined effects 
of the unaccustomed exertion and the acrid smoke have exhausted me, but I 
must continue. Bursting wine, beer, and spirit casks sound like a rapid discharge 
of rifles. A number of thieving spielers are making off with “salvaged” bottles. 
Through the side alley to the stables I’m pleased to encounter not only Dwan, 
but the auctioneer, Robert Laery. They have already packed off a number 
of horses and are each leading three out of the yard. I chose my three most 
expensive horses and lead them also, but the blaze has good hold of the hotel 
and I believe there are three still left behind.

Postscript
“Alf” (Joseph Albert ADAMS), was born 1841 in Morton-Pinkney, Northampton 
and married 23 June 1867 to Ellen MANN, born Leamington Spa 1847. They 
immigrated to New Zealand in 1874. For many years Alf ran a horse-trading 
business near the corner of Dixon and Cuba Streets behind the Nag’s Head 
Hotel, with some horses worth more than £500.

This narrative is based on real places, people and events, from records, 
newspaper articles and books. The stagehand names are fictitious.

Fires were frequent in olden times. In this instance, ten acres of central city 
buildings were razed to the ground in what was Wellington’s greatest fire. One 
fireman was killed in the Opera House, and, it was thought, three horses at the 
Nag’s Head. A few years later the second Opera House also burnt to the ground 
within 2 years of completion – third time they got lucky!

Alf incredibly re-opened his business on 30 July. It was possibly at this time that 
Ellen, with 6 children on the way to 12, started taking in laundry.
1 DAILY MEMORANDA. NEW ZEALAND TIMES, VOLUME XXXIV, ISSUE 5681, 14 JUNE 1879, “AMUSEMENTS— 

Imperial Opera House. —“ Ten Nights In a Barroom,” at 2.30 p.m.: “A Husband’s Revenge,’’ at 8 p.m.”
2 Pat Lawlor, Old Wellington Days
3	 http://wellington.recollect.co.nz/nodes/view/349

They locate hoses on the stage and at every level, however they are small and 
have insufficient water pressure to reach the ceiling. Much as they try, they 
make no impression on the flames. The fire takes hold and soon half of the 
dome is ablaze.

“Let’s get out of here,” said Thomas, “else the roof will come down on us”. 

In a very few minutes the beautiful Opera House, only open for one year, is 
a cauldron of flames and falling timbers. Strong gusts of wind carry burning 
shards to the grand Wesleyan Church over the road and onwards. Bright pyres 
mount high into the skies, tinting the waters of the bay with their angry brilliance, 
and lighting up the town as never before. 

Sunday 15 June 1879 7.45pm
The service at St Peter’s is in its final stage, but an altogether rude sound has 
intruded on my induced ambience. It takes me several moments to realise it is 
the fire alarm bells. As if on cue, a smell of burning also intrudes.

I tell my wife that she and the children must remain here with the congregation 
while I see what is the matter outside. I race out into an otherworldly sight of 
brilliant billowing pyres arising from what must surely be the Wesleyan steeple, 
not 300 yards away as the crow flies. They seem to be reaching the stars. 
Heavens above, I realise my horses are virtually next door at Dwan and Kirton’s 
stables and saleyards, attached to the Nag’s Head Hotel. I must save them! Two 
of the horses I have cost me £500 and my life is over if they are lost!

I waste no time in rounding the corner and racing towards the stables. I am, 
shall we say, carrying some condition these days, so I cannot make the speed 
to which I would aspire! There are people everywhere and I have to dodge 

Te Aro House on the corner of Cuba Street and Dixon Street. A posed photograph following the Great 
Fire of 1879 (15 May) showing how workers used wet sacks and cloths to protect the building from the 

fire which wiped out neighbouring blocks with Dixon Street acting as a fire break. Date May 1879.4

Wed 11 July 1pm-3pm
Please note that for the JULY meeting ONLY the 

South of England SIG will meet on 
Wednesday 11 July from 1pm to 3pm. 

Only the time will be different.

South of England SIG
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A Story of Assimilation
David Tongway

David Tongway OAM, the author of this article, is a now-retired CSIRO scientist.  David 
still undertakes considerable pro-bono consulting work supporting various organisations 
both in Australia and overseas.  Over the years, he has undertaken considerable research 
on both his Australian and Chinese family history.
Sam TONGWAY, my father, was Australian-born Chinese who in his quiet and 
unassuming way became “invisible” as Chinese by whole-heartedly assimilating 
with the Australian community of his time - 1894 to 1988. 

Sam’s grandfather, LIU Sung Hock was a Chinese gold miner on the Ballarat 
field, migrating to Australia in about 1858 to join other Chinese miners who 
started arriving about 1851, calling Australia “big gold mountain”. He would have 
walked from Robe in South Australia cross country to Ballarat and borne the 
brunt of the violent anti-Chinese feeling among the other miners. Sung Hock 
returned to China after finding gold and raised a family in a small village, Toy 
Shan near what was then called Canton. It was here that Sam’s father, LIU Tong 
Wai, was born.

LIU Tong Wai came to Australia in 1883, but was not a successful gold miner. 
He quickly learned to speak English and was befriended by a Catechist and 
converted to Christianity, in doing so discarding his Chinese clan name, Liu, 
and taking the Christian name of John and converting his Chinese given names 
into an Anglo surname, TONG WAY. For some time, he was derided by his 
fellow Chinese for being Christian and by Australians for being Chinese. In 1893 
he brought a Chinese Christian lady to Australia to be his wife. She was Mary 
KONG, educated in a German Mission. She travelled to Australia with a female 
companion, name unknown to me, who later lived in Mt Pleasant. The ladies 
were married in a dual ceremony in Ballarat but there was no further contact 
between the ladies. 

 Despite the strong anti-Chinese feeling at the political level – the White Australia 
Policy being one of the first acts passed by the newly federated Australia in 1901, 
at the “within community” level some Chinese were well accepted and John 
TONGWAY was naturalised in 1903 and ordained into the Presbyterian Church 
in 1905. It’s likely that racial prejudice takes the same form today: some group is 
regarded as threatening the status quo but an individual from the group may be 
regarded as quite OK to have as a friend. Over-simplification and polarisation by 
the political class remains a discordant modus operandi with them, to my mind.

Sam TONGWAY was born in 1894 and spoke Chinese at home until he 
started school. John TONG WAY was a strict disciplinarian and adopted strong 
Protestant behaviour principles, including permitting no work to be done on 
Sunday and thought that the cinema would “lead people astray”. One of my 

Sam Tongway cousins recalls being punished by John TONG WAY in 1940 for digging in the 
garden on Sunday, but also sneaking off to the cinema, with the connivance of 
Mary, when grandfather John was away preaching to the Chinese in Geelong. 
Sam was a keen student and progressed through primary and secondary 
schools before becoming a student primary teacher which in those days was 
achieved by working straight away in a classroom with an experienced teacher. 
However he felt excluded sometimes by the application of the White Australia 
Policy – for example not being allowed to join all the other students in military 
drill when at high school because of his race. 

In 1913 Sam won a scholarship to Melbourne Teachers College, being one of 
only 14 to receive the award in Victoria. The scholarship success motivated 
him to show his gratitude by studying hard and joining in with social and 

sporting activities of mainstream Australians. 
At Melbourne Teachers College, Sam was 
included in all social events and “the girls” 
taught him to dance. What Rev John TONG 
WAY might have thought about this is not 
known. Sam could also play the piano quite 
well and he accompanied his fellow students 
in group singing. He kept all his music and he 
and I would roar out the Melbourne Teachers 
College songs, circa 1914, together when 
Mum was away in the 1950s!

In 1915 when teaching at Clunes, he 
attempted to enlist in the AIF but was rejected 
because of his race. This was repeated in 
1917, but finally he was accepted in 1918, 
but arrived in Europe after the Armistice. 
Whilst awaiting transport back to Australia 
in London, he attended courses at London 
and Oxford universities and did a special 
course in the oral teaching of Latin. He gave a 

demonstration of this on his return but the option to teach Latin whist speaking 
only Latin in class was rejected. He graduated BA, Dip Ed in 1921 and resumed 
teaching at secondary schools. He was a gifted teacher and he effected many 
of his students to become interested in academia, which was not common in 
the 1920s. I recall how pleased he was in the 1970s to receive a history book 
written by a student he had taught in Yarram around 1924. The student thanked 
him in the book dedication for having sparked his interest in history. Sam had 
a conversation with Isaiah Berlin in 1975, discussing the history of the 20th 
century so far. Sam later received a book from Sir Isaiah inscribed: “to Mr Sam 
Tongway, with respect”.

About the end of World War 1, Sam changed the family surname to a single 
word,  TONGWAY, which I have maintained. Prior to this it was sometimes written 
as TONG WAY and sometimes TONG WAI. It is pretty unusual for Chinese to 

Sam Tongway in WW1 uniform
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abandon their clan names and create an Anglo surname from their Chinese 
given names. The name will not proceed, as I have daughters whose children 
take the surname of their father.

Sam taught in country schools in Victoria, quickly becoming a head teacher 
in primary schools in the days when much of the social life was centred on 

the town school. Always an avid reader and 
supporter of keen students he was made 
an honorary life member of the Australian 
Natives Association in 1943 for starting up the 
first specific children’s library in Victoria. The 
ANA was a patriotic organisation strongly in 
favour of Federation and the White Australia 
Policy. It is a useful to reflect that a somewhat 
racist organisation was broad-minded enough 
to look beyond Sam’s obvious Chinese 
racial background and value the fostering of 
children’s reading. It also shows that Sam had 
become an accepted part of the social fabric 
with interests entirely concordant with social 
norms of his day. I never discussed with him 
anything to do with “social diversity” which 
seems to dominate the media today. As an 
“assimilationist” by practice, he may well have 
supported at least a partial abandonment of 
cultural practices from other places in order to 
promote social harmony.

In 1931 Sam married Vi WILKINSON, a teacher at Red Cliffs East Primary School 
where he was headmaster. Vi was of English stock and was uncomfortable with 
the Chinese connection, though her family readily accepted Sam as an integral 
member and he had affectionate relations with all Vi’s extended family. They 
had two children, Margery born in 1932 and David in 1943.

Sam was good at sport and played tennis, bowls and golf all his adult life. In 
1951, shortly after he moved to Bendigo from Merbein, he won the open bowls 
single championship. In his older age he watched sport passionately on TV and 
loved a vocal response to sport, especially cricket, a trait I have inherited and 
also passed on to my eldest daughter.

Sam’s seamless integration into the general Australian community paved the 
way for me to have very little racial prejudice in the workplace, though he warned 
me to be on the look-out for it. His modus operandi was to be an exemplar of 
social probity in his dealings with everyone and his capacity as a teacher left few 
opportunities for exploitation. His father, John TONG WAY was always careful to 
avoid any situation where the Chinese could be accused of hypocrisy. Sam lived 
his life by those principles.

Sam Tongway December 1959 
on the day of his retirement.

The Canberra Rotary World Peace Bell
The official launch and ringing of the Canberra Rotary World Peace Bell was 
held at Nara Peace Park, Flynn Drive, Yarralumla ACT Friday 23 February 2018. 

This is the second Peace Bell built in Australia, the first Peace Bell built in the 
ACT and the 23rd Peace Bell in the world. It is a physical statement to lives lost 
in acts of violence. It tolls to remind us to unite in a call for peace. It provides a 
place of peace and solitude for remembrance. The first Peace Bell was donated 
by the Japanese people. Cast on 24 November 1952, it was an official gift of the 
Japanese people to the United Nations on 8th June 1954.

The Canberra Peace Bell project was initiated by Rotary in partnership with 
the World Peace Association, with Rotary Canberra Burley Griffin taking on the 
ambitious project of fundraising, coordinating the design with local architects 
and overseeing the build of the World Peace Bell Pavilion on the shores of Lake 
Burley Griffin.

It is the intention of the Rotary Canberra Burley Griffin to arrange special 
bell ringing days to commemorate special events. The Rotary Club will also 
invite community groups, organisations and other interest parties to hold 
special bell ringing days to commemorate special national and international 
days of remembrance. Upcoming events will be listed on the web page 
https://canberrapeacebell.org/events.

Following the official launch, members of the public were invited to ring the bell 
and a further public bell ringing was held on 24 and 25 February 2018 to ring 
the bell for peace. 

At the closing of the official launch program, school children that included St 
Vincents Primary Aranda and Mawson Primary schools recited a poem of peace 
and rang the bell.

A Peace Poem
The Chinese Philosopher Lao Te Tse

If there is to be peace in the world,
There must be peace in the nations.
If there is to be peace in the nations,
There must be peace in the cities.
If there is to be peace in the cities,
There must be peace between neighbours.
If there is to be peace between neighbours,
There must be peace in the home.
If there is to be peace in the home,
There must be peace in the heart.

https://canberrapeacebell.org/	accessed	25	Feb	2018

Joan and Michael Rabey ringing the 
bell at the launch of the Canberra 

Rotary Peace Bell 23 Feb 2018
[Photograph courtesy Kelli Lawton]
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My ancestor was … an Innkeeper
Elaine Gifford

About twenty-five years ago, my mother Lyla tracked her father’s family back to 
her great-great grandfather Christopher BALDOCK and his 1777 marriage to 
Catherine of the ancient CAREY family of Guernsey. How or why Christopher 
came to be in the Channel Islands from New Malton in Yorkshire we didn’t 
discover, and still do not know. Later Lyla was able to visit New Malton and in St 
Michael’s church saw a tile on the floor marking the burial of a Mrs BALDOCK in 
1767. She also learned of an Elizabeth BALDOCK who was ‘buried in woollen’ 
in 1748. Was either of these Christopher’s mother, she wondered?
Then a decade ago, another BALDOCK descendant told of the discovery that 
Christopher’s father and uncle had been Innkeepers in Yorkshire. This was 
interesting, but no fruitful follow-up on my part eventuated … until now.
I was delighted last year to find in the Leeds Intelligencer of January 1762 a 
notice informing the public that one Walter BALDOCK was shortly to ‘take’ 
the George Inn in York. He had been Innkeeper at Guisborough in northern 
Yorkshire where he had married in 1755. In the notice he referred to his brother 
John (whom I had not yet confirmed was my 4x great-grandfather) as Innkeeper 
at the Talbot in New Malton, Christopher BALDOCK’s birthplace.
Encouraged by new evidence of Baldock Innkeepers, including in New Malton, 
I decided it was time to explore further.
With images of original parish registers 
now being accessible online, I have 
recently enjoyed a flurry of research and 
the pleasure of passing on to Lyla, now 
aged 101, a great deal of new information 
about family, inns and the history and 
geography of New Malton. Even about the 
Malton-trained ancestor of the champion 
thoroughbred horse Phar Lap!
It transpires that both the Mrs BALDOCKs 
were wives of Christopher’s father John: 
Elizabeth ROOK, Christopher’s mother, 
who died when her son was only three, 
and Agnes ELLIS who bore John four more 
children. My research also took me back a further generation to John’s parents 
Walter BALDOCK and Catherine/Katherine THOMPSON.
New Malton, an old market town in North Yorkshire, is on rising ground north 
of the River Derwent, about halfway between York and coastal Scarborough. A 
settlement began here because of a wide ford which provided one of only two 
easy crossings of the Derwent. Yorkersgate, the main road of New Malton, was 
part of the old network of Roman roads.

The George Inn in York1

After the family discoveries (of which more later), my next pursuit was to learn 
more about early inns in England through to the 18th century innovation of 
turnpike roads and stage-coaches and coaching inns. 
I quickly found myself being 
conveyed to another world. 
An inn was so much more 
than a place such as I had 
experienced where locals 
and tourists could enjoy a 
ploughman’s lunch or glass 
of beer, a pub comfortably 
adapted for twenty-first century 
sensibilities. From early days 
inns became bustling centres 
of activity day and night as 
travellers and their horses 
needed attention. In addition, 
townspeople came to drink, to 
socialise or to await the mail or sporting results and other news. The Innkeeper 
was a busy host and manager.
In the mediaeval period alehouses were mostly ordinary dwellings where the 
householder served home brewed ale (and by 1550 beer made with hops). If 
lodging for travellers was offered, this might be no more than bedding on the 
floor in the kitchen or in a barn. By contrast, inns were generally purpose built to 
accommodate travellers and to stable horses.
Gradually inns, from modest to substantial, came to proliferate in towns small 
and large, particularly along major routes. From places of rest for pilgrims moving 
between religious shrines, inns adapted over hundreds of years to the needs of 
merchants, court officials, postboys, the local community, private travellers and 
later, stagecoaches and Royal Mail coaches. Their role was vital, providing as 
they did a relatively safe place for rest and sustenance ‘for man and horse’ after 
the discomforts and dangers of the road.
In the midst of learning about terrible roads before the introduction of tolls (which 
paid for their upkeep and improvement), and about the breeding and provision 
of many hundreds of horses, especially in Yorkshire, I decided to do a simple 
online search for ‘Baldock New Malton’ (without the quotes). And there it was, 
evidence of the early involvement of my 5x great-grandfather, Walter BALDOCK 
senior, who had a role from 1739 in the transformation of a mansion and its 
surrounds into an inn initially named the New Talbot. 
I had already learned that the Talbot Hotel is still operating in 2018 and that it 
stands imposingly at the entrance to New Malton from York in the main street, 
Yorkersgate.
Now I had in front of me historical documents collated by a New Malton group 
of conservation professionals. In the North Yorkshire County Record Office 

Possibly one of the earliest known pictures, an 18th Century 
view of Malton from the river engraved by Samuel Middiman. 

http://www.maltonhistory.info/page13
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a skilled tradesman of the time, and shows the high standard of presentation of 
the house and its suitability ‘for the entertainment of higher society’.
Innkeepers apparently had some status, at least in Yorkshire, because among 
the many occupations recorded in New Malton parish entries for baptisms, 
marriages and burials, not many gave a man the title of ‘Mr’ – notably surgeon, 
attorney, apothecary and Innkeeper, but not vintner, milliner, blacksmith, draper, 
cobbler etc. And Walter junior’s 1762 notice in Yorkshire newspapers mentioning 
his brother John as Innkeeper at the Talbot implies that John and the Inn were 
widely known.
Even at the end of the 17th century, New Malton with about 2,000 inhabitants 
was, on the evidence of ‘guest beds’ and stabling available in the town, a 
significant destination in Yorkshire - in 1686 it had almost 200 guest beds and 
stabling for over 500 horses. 
Provision of stabling was an integral part of all inns, but for New Malton horses 
played an important part in its social and economic life for two additional 
reasons. First, there were annual horse fairs as well as weekly markets with an 
emphasis on horses, black cattle and farming tools. Second, from 1713 New 
Malton Races flourished. They were held at nearby Langton Wold until 1862 
when the new owner ploughed the field. Horses had to be walked everywhere, 
so accommodation was needed for them, as well as for owners, trainers, jockeys 
and a great influx of people for several days at a time. It was for these racing 
visitors, mainly the gentry, that the original hunting lodge was needed. Talbot 
Yard across Yorkersgate from the hotel began as a ‘peece of ground walled in’, 
part of the 1599 sale of the hunting lodge. The Yard later developed extensive 
stables, saddle rooms, quarters for postboys (who carried the mail with some 
stops and frequent changes of horses), coach houses etc.
At the time of his first marriage in 1743 John BALDOCK was a vintner (wine 
merchant). Perhaps this was at the Talbot. He then took over or shared the role of 
Innkeeper with his father, for John’s occupation at the time of five baptisms from 
1745 and four deaths (including both wives) to 1767 was given as Innkeeper in 
New Malton.
The death of John’s father, Walter senior, followed in 1770. I wonder if John’s 
son Christopher, my 3x great-grandfather, in his twenties by then, had already 
left behind the Inn and New Malton? Or did John and Christopher head south 
together? John was buried in Guernsey in the Channel Islands in 1804 and 
Christopher in 1817. Perhaps only John’s brother Walter continued the 
BALDOCK innkeeping tradition.
Sources
http://www.josephappleyard.co.uk/thr/thr.html#thr1
Parish	records	and	the	newspaper	notice	were	accessed	in	FindMyPast.
General	information	is	from	numerous	online	sources.	The	one	most	heavily	drawn	upon	is	a	pdf	document	

created	by	the	Malton	Buildings	Group.	http://www.maltonbuildingsgroup.com/history/malton/history_
malton_talbot_indentures.pdf?i=1

Acts	 for	 ‘burying	 in	woollen’	were	passed	between	1666	and	1679	and	were	 intended	 ‘for	 the	 lessening	
the	 importation	 of	 linen	 from	 beyond	 the	 seas,	 and	 the	 encouragement	 of	 the	 woollen	 and	 paper	
manufactures	of	this	Kingdom’.

(NYCRO) they accessed original indentures (deeds and contracts), plans and 
other documents relating to changing ownership and sequential development 
in Yorkersgate. The first indenture, of 1599, documented the sale of what was 
to become the Talbot, including one messuage (a dwelling house together with 
its outbuildings, adjacent enclosed land etc) and other premises of a deceased 
estate.
This was a good start, but understanding and interpreting that article became 
a major challenge. As I puzzled over dates and local and historical allusions, I 
had to learn some old legal terms, further history and geography of New Malton, 
that a hunting lodge could also be called a mansion, and finally that there were 
three men named Sir William STRICKLAND over four generations (who were 
sometimes only referred to by their title, eg ‘the 4th baronet’). What confusion 
those STRICKLANDs caused me!
In New Malton of the late 17th and early 18th centuries the main road, 
Yorkersgate, developed with high status gentry townhouses and stables sited 
for their south-facing riverside location ‘conducive to the development of fine 
gardens and orchards’. After 1599 the hunting lodge or ‘great mansion’ which 
was to become the Talbot Inn passed through the hands of various important 
families and landowners of the Malton area. By 1672 the first Sir William owned 
the property, and it remained in STRICKLAND hands until sold as part of the 
estate of the third Sir William in 1739 (to cover some of his debts). 
It is at this point that Walter BALDOCK appears in the records. At the time of his 
marriage to a New Malton widow in 1718, he was recorded as a brewer from 
Hinderskelf, a few miles away. Now, thanks to one of the researchers in 2011 
making the remarkable discovery in the NYCRO of an agent’s old memo book, 
he could quote ‘On April 22nd 1742 [the agent] agreed with Mr Walter BALDOCK 
to finish the two great rooms in late STRICKLANDs’ Mansion House’. What 
skills Walter brought to this task we do not know. At the same time they agreed 
a price for ‘Mr BALDOCK’s new stables’. 
The indenture for the 1739 sale of the STRICKLAND estate lists the ‘capital 
mansion house … with the gardens thereunto belonging well planted with fruit 
trees’ plus land across the road and various tenements, and also ‘a certayne 
garth (yard) in New Malton wherein are stables for horses and a good brewhouse 
erected and fitted up with coppers, coolers and all necessarys’. I wonder if Walter, 
having been a brewer two decades earlier, was employed in that brewhouse? 
Less than a month after the 1742 memo about Walter, an entry in the register 
of Yorkshire Burials reads: Catherine wife of Mr Walter BALDOCK Innkeeper 
Buried in Woollen May the 9th in Old Malton Churchyard (my italics). 
So it seems that Walter was the very first Innkeeper for the New Talbot Hotel, 
because it was the new owner in 1739 who set about transforming the house 
for this purpose. In the indenture the inclusion was noted of ‘the furniture in the 
said house which was to be sold with it and had been lately appraised at two 
hundred and thirty-four pounds four shillings and eight pence’. One online source 
indicates that this amount would have been something like six years’ wages for 
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My ancestor was … a Piano Tuner
Sandra Barnbaum

Stanley BOREHAM was born in Gympie, Queensland in 1909, the second 
son of Elizabeth and Egbert. Elizabeth, a fine singer, was born in Wales and 
migrated with her parents in 1888. Egbert, son of English migrants was a music 
teacher and church and theatre organist. 

After the family moved to Rockhampton an apprenticeship in Piano Tuning and 
Repair became available and Stan’s age was advanced to fourteen years so 
that he was eligible.

Stan’s musical experience up to this time consisted of playing in a brass band 
from age seven. He was blessed with a ‘good ear’, which meant he was able to 
correctly find the pitch of any note in the scale.

The apprenticeship was for six years and as well as learning to tune instruments, 
Stan was able to repair the ‘action’ of a piano or organ, replace strings, renew 
the ivory keys, and adjust the touch and tone of the instrument. He was also 
taught the art of French polishing. This was useful as the polishing enhanced 
the grain of the timber cases used for the instruments. 

When he qualified at age 20, he was required to travel from his home in 
Rockhampton as far west as Longreach, south to Blackall and north to Clermont. 
Mt Morgan, newly rich after the discovery of gold, was a frequent destination, 
but required a hair-raising trip on the infamous ‘razor-back’ road. His motor 
vehicle was an old T Model Ford.

A few years after, the world wide economic depression of the 1930s struck and 
his employer reluctantly ‘let him go’ – but provided him with a testimonial of his 
competence.

This enabled him to seek work independently, using his skills to earn a living.

He married my mother, Ormey TROTT, in 1938 after an engagement of eight 
years, enforced by Ormey’s strict father, who insisted that the home they built 
be fully paid for before the marriage.

After training as a part time Citizen Soldier (reservist) Stan served with his Militia 
Unit in World War 2, as a member of the 42nd Battalion Band. Band members 
were also trained in first aid and as stretcher bearers. From 1942 his Battalion 
was posted to serve in New Guinea to stem the march of the Japanese towards 
Australia. 

His military notebook shows that as a member of the Anti Malaria Squad he was 
required to identify and eradicate the larvae of the Anopheles mosquito. The 
fine pencil drawings in his notebook illustrate the importance of this work as so 
many of the Australian forces were struck down by malaria and other tropical 
diseases.

The highlight of Dad’s war service was to be his secondment to join celebrated 
pianist Isador GOODMAN who had enlisted as an entertainer to the troops. 
Isador needed a piano tuner to help with the care of his pianos as they were 
transported by air, boat and over rough and hilly tracks. Stan had to keep the 
piano in tune for the many performances which helped to raise the spirits of the 
soldiers who were training or serving overseas.

Although Stan avoided much of the actual fighting, he did contract malaria, which 
caused deterioration in his hearing, and like many other soldiers he returned 
home with stomach ulcers and a ‘nervous condition’.

In 1946 Stan resumed tuning for Paling & Co Ltd. He purchased, tuned and 
restored organs, pianos and pianolas for churches, schools and community 
halls.

He met many distinguished musicians while preparing pianos for performances. 
Among these were Vladimir ASHKENAZI, KAMAHL and Peter ALLEN. He was 
annoyed that Peter ALLEN danced on the top of an expensive grand piano as 
part of his act.

Stan loved his work and described each piano as an individual with its own unique 
‘voice’. He was, however, neglectful of the business side of his profession, not 
bothering to send accounts – as the family discovered when approached by guilt 
stricken clients at his funeral.

Clearly, he most enjoyed the times when, tuning completed, he was invited to 
stay for morning tea or lunch, and needed no encouragement to reminisce about 
his many experiences when travelling to tune pianos. There were accounts of 
crossing flooded creeks and seeing rats being carried by the current – and how, 
after a storm, he needed to clear the road of fallen trees by chopping them with 
his axe!

Stan continued tuning pianos for sixty years and in his spare time he lovingly 
restored pianolas. (These were mechanical instruments where the notes were 
perforated on paper rolls which passed over 
a tracker bar. The power was provided by 
the ‘player’ using foot pedals to move the 
paper rolls).

He continued to tune friends’ pianos until 
a few weeks before his death from lung 
cancer, most likely caused by smoking the 
cigarettes provided in every soldier’s rations.

I believe that the piano tuner, held a special 
place in the community in past generations. 
He was responsible for maintaining the 
wonders that music provides.

Norman Rockwell, Piano Tuner 1946 
http://www.best-norman-rockwell-art.com/1947-piano-tuner.html
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. . .  a Foreign Soldier
Jean Main Dip.FHS

One of my husband’s ancestors was Charles PLUNKET, a soldier. He was 
said to have been “a natif de Wattford en Irlande” and to have served with 
“les troupes de S. M. Imperiale et Royale”. His early soldiering was thus done in 
foreign armies while Britain was busy fighting against the French, i.e. Napoleon. 

From the above it would seem that he had firstly fought with the Austrians but 
there is no further proof. What is verified is that by 8 January 1800 he was with 
a Swiss regiment whose owner was Anton de SALIS-MARSCHLINS.

This could be proven as a Hampshire researcher, quite by chance, found a 
document in the Hampshire Record Office  indicating “le Comte Charles 
Plunket’s” promotion from Second Sub-Lieutenant to First Sub-Lieutenant on 8 
January 1800 and it was signed by de SALIS-MARSCHLINS himself.

It is likely that this soldier ancestor, while serving with these foreign entities, was 
in fact in the pay of England for this seems to have occurred under the auspices 
of William WICKHAM (1761-1840) who was British Envoy to the Swiss Cantons 
and the Russian and Austrian Armies and about whom it is widely believed that 
his main purpose on the continent was to spy there on Britain’s behalf.

1804 found Charles in England and in late 1804 he joined the Royal Regiment 
of Malta having been recommended for a commission by the said William 
WICKHAM and one other. He remained with this regiment until it was disbanded 
in 1811.

Sometime thereafter another researcher, looking into files in WO25, found a 
form Charles had filled in re his pension entitlements wherein his service in 
the Swiss regiment is listed first with the Royal Regiment of Malta appearing 
second. This seems to confirm that his service on the continent may have been 
on Britain’s behalf.

Finally to answer the question as to how I found out about him? One of his sons 
had written an autobiography about his own life and mentioned in it certain 
documents that had been in his mother’s possession but whose whereabouts 
he did not know. It was this short list which led to the above discoveries. 

One question remains, however, and that is who was he? His life is fully 
documented from 1799 onwards - his parentage has remained a mystery to this 
day. If one of the readers of this Journal has some helpful ideas they would be 
very much appreciated.

My husband’s ancestor was
Digitised Journals Through Trove

The following information was 
sent in by one of our members, 
Lynne Curran, who felt it might 
be of interest to others.

A range of digitised journals 
now available through Trove. 
The list is being updated as 
journals are digitised.

The armed forces, trade and 
migrant ship journals might 
be of particular interest to 
HAGSOC members. You can see a list at https://trove.nla.gov.au/list?id=114531.
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My ancestor was … a Vagrant
Rosemary McKenzie

James MILKINS was born 20 June 1841 in Geelong Victoria, the third son 
of Paul MILKINS and Jane WALSH. He was married to Sarah HARRIS who 
tragically died in 1884 giving birth to their twelfth child. They all lived in Geelong 
so I was rather surprised when James’ death was recorded 14 January 1896 in 
Sale Goal. Thirty years after getting his death certificate I decided to put some 
flesh on those particular bones and try to find out what he was doing so far from 
home.

My friend Trove delivered an article subtitled “Sent from the Omeo Hospital to 
Die”1. Omeo? That made even less sense than Sale. The article said he was 
under a sentence of 6 months for vagrancy and had been discharged from the 
Omeo Hospital as incurable with Bright’s disease which had led to his death 
along with a secondary infection of the heart.

Since Omeo Courthouse was still active the court records were not in the Public 
Record Office of Victoria (PROV). The road to Omeo was narrow and winding 
alongside the Tambo River, and would have been an awful trip in a prison wagon 
for a very sick 54 year old. The Omeo Historical Society was very helpful in 
arranging for me to view the court record and then one of the PDF versions of a 
local newspaper not in Trove.

Omeo Police Court
(Before Messrs. T. EASTON, C. RODGERS, and J.CRISP.)

A PITIFUL CASE2

James MILKINS was brought up with having no visible means 
of support. The poor old fellow was brought into court in a feeble 
condition. His appearance struck the Bench with commiseration.
The Rev. R. HAMMOND said that MILKINS had been living on the 
charity of some people on the Morass, for whom he had been working. 
Mrs BETTS had brought him in and he had obtained his admission to 
the Omeo Hospital, but he was discharged as incurable. He, himself, 
had kept him for the last six days. He had an excellent character.
Sergeant DAVIS said that if the Bench gave him six months he would 
be sent to the Geelong goal, which was virtually a benevolent asylum.
The Bench acted upon this, and gave him six months, but it was the 
general impression that he would not survive the coach journey.

It transpired that Mrs BETTS, with her husband, had a property north of Omeo. 
It was well known that Mr and Mrs BETTS had moved to Omeo from Geelong, 
so that gave a probably answer to the “Why Omeo?” question. The hospital 
at the time was run by a non-medically trained brother and sister, but given 
James’ condition he probably would have been discharged whether the staff 
were medically trained or not.

In the 1890s James would have been transported in the police wagon with 
other prisoners along the bumpy road from Omeo to Bruthen, near Lakes 
Entrance. They would have stoped overnight along the way at Tambo Crossing 
and Lock-up Creek, near the Sir Walter Scott Hotel, which is no longer there. 
In fine weather prisoners were usually secured to a large log overnight. From 
Bruthen they would have been taken by boat to Sale.

Nowadays being locked up for ‘no visible means of support’ would be outrageous. 
But like being assigned to the ‘asylum’ and put into the ‘poorhouse’ it was a way 
of enabling the society of the 1800s to manage the poor, the lower classes, and 
unscrupulous persons; to curtail all manner of ‘unpleasantness’ and remove 
‘undesirable types’ from the community.

Vagrancy, as a criminal charge was inherited from the British legal system, but 
despite sharing significant commonalities, Australia’s vagrancy laws differed 
in their application.3 In 1852, Victoria enhanced the vagrancy laws enacted in 
New South Wales. “Vagrants were defined as ‘idle and disorderly’, ‘rogues and 
vagabonds’ and ‘incorrigible rogues’.”4 Those arrested could be sentenced to 
up to one years’ imprisonment with hard labour. The sentence increased as 
subsequent arrests for the same offence occurred.

Once arrested as an idle and disorderly person, they became liable to be 
arrested as a rogue and vagabond, which carried a maximum penalty of two 
years’ gaol. Once classified as such, for a subsequent offence, they could be 
deemed an incorrigible rogue for which they could be sentenced to three years’ 
gaol. While the escalation of description and sentence was frequently applied to 
prostitutes the same escalation of sentence could be applied to any who started 
the slippery slope of being arrested for vagrancy.

In 1864 The Act was also updated to make it an offence to be an ‘occupier’ of 
a house frequented by persons having no visible lawful means of support. The 

Omeo Police Court Record
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daughter, had been associating with Chinese. She was charged with being 
an idle and disorderly person having insufficient lawful means of support after 
being found with four other women, two of whom were married to Chinese men. 
The daughter herself had expressed the intention of marrying a Chinese man. 
Wanting to marry a Chinese man apparently amounted to ‘going astray’ in her 
father’s eyes and was sufficient cause for arresting the young woman on a 
charge of vagrancy!

Regardless of the discussion at the 
time, my great-great-grandfather, 
James MILKINS, wasn’t locked up 
for drunk and disorderly, though 
drinking may have contributed to 
his illness. Bright’s Disease was 
historically treated with warm baths, 
blood-letting, herbal compounds, 
mercuric compounds, opium, 
diuretics, laxatives, and dietary 
therapy, including abstinence from alcoholic drinks, cheese and red meat.

James was “elderly, ill and impoverished”. The local townspeople didn’t want 
him loitering around the streets and parks making their town look untidy. While 
locking him up may have provided him with a roof over his head and food, it 
would not have allowed him access to treatments for his illness. Probably the 
diet provided would have only aggravated his condition.

In consideration for his condition the judge gave him a 6 month sentence, but as 
Omeo had no goal he had to be transported somewhere to serve the sentence. 
The logical place was back to where he had family. But subjecting him to rough 
transport and continued discomfort made his last couple of weeks of life very 
uncomfortable and would have hastened his death.
1	 DEATH	OF	A	PRISONER	 IN	 SALE	GAOL.	 (1896,	 January	 16).	Gippsland Times (Vic.	 :	 1861	 -	 1954),	 p.	 3	

(Morning.).	Retrieved	April	21,	2018,	from	http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article62305777	
2	 Omeo	Police	Court.	(1896,	January	10).	Omeo Telegraph and East Gippsland Review (Vic), p. 3.
3 Poor Laws: A Historiography of Vagrancy in Australia,	 Julie	 Kimber;	 First	 published:	 14	 August	 2013;	

Viewed	April	21,	2018,	from	https://doi.org/10.1111/hic3.12052	
4 Prostitution and the State in Victoria, 1890-1914,	Margaret	 Arnot;	M.A.	 Thesis,	 History	 Department,	

University	of	Melbourne,	1986.	p.	7.;	Viewed	April	21,	2018,	from	https://minerva-access.unimelb.edu.
au/bitstream/handle/11343/191804/Arnot_b1513998-00001-00001.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y	

5 Ibid, p. 7.
6 Vagrancy and the Victorians: The Social Construction of the Vagrant in Melbourne, 1880-1907, Susanne 

Elizabeth	Davies;	PHD	Thesis,	History	Department,	University	of	Melbourne,	1990.	p.	12.;	Viewed	April	
21,	 2018,	 from	 https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&
uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwirxIKtsa7aAhUDsJQKHRlqDb0QFggxMAI&url=https%3A%2F%2Fminerva-access.
unimelb.edu.au%2Fbitstream%2Fhandle%2F11343%2F39081%2Fb1729832-00001-00001.pdf%3Fseque
nce%3D6&usg=AOvVaw1cOMOPERZv7ABkD4WRTu65	

7	 WHITE	GIRLS	AND	CHINESE.	(1911,	July	27).	The Argus (Melbourne,	Vic.	:	1848	-	1957),	p.	9.	Retrieved	
April	21,	2018,	from	http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article11603177	

escalation of sentence (1, 2 and 3 years) also applied to the ‘occupier’ if they 
were charged with subsequent offences.

“The Police Offences Act of 1891 made an important change to the vagrancy 
law. The mere fact that a person charged with having insufficient lawful means 
of support could prove that s/he possessed money or property was no longer 
sufficient defence. It became necessary for the defendant to prove that s/he had 
honestly obtained the money or property. According to concerns articulated 
in parliament at the time, the legislation was passed in order to apprehend 
a number of well known men known as ‘magsmen’ and ‘spielers’, men well 
versed in the gentle art of swindling. Clearly, however, it would have made the 
woman who worked as a prostitute with savings from her trade vulnerable until 
judicial interpretation determined that prostitution was a lawful means by which 
to acquire money.”5

“In the majority of cases, those who were designated as vagrant were condemned 
partly because they failed to conform to accepted patterns of male and female 
behaviour - patterns which reflected middle-class notions of respectability. 
Whereas men were condemned primarily for failing to participate in the labour 
market, women were principally criticised for sexual impropriety and for other 
forms of unfeminine behaviour.

The members of five particular groups were at risk of being judged vagrant: 
prostitutes, juveniles, professional criminals, those who followed a traditional 
vagrant lifestyle, and the elderly, ill and impoverished. The depression of the 
1890s, however, blurred this distinction and the arbitrary manner in which men 
and women were convicted and gaoled as vagrants became the subject of 
widespread public concern.”6

Searching in Trove for ‘vagrancy’ shows a peak of newspaper reports around 
the 1890s. While most record the arrests, charges and sentences handed 
out in courts, there is an increase of debate as to the appropriateness and 
effectiveness of the vagrancy laws.

There are reports of people being ‘unjustly’ locked up because they fell into 
the category of the vagrancy law, but they were not the intended, targeted 
undesirables. There is a report of holiday makers being locked up in Melbourne 
for vagrancy despite having a return train ticket to their home town.

A charge of vagrancy also seemed to enable a number of ‘monitoring’ activities, 
and there is a report of two girls aged nineteen and seventeen, from different 
families, being locked up on vagrancy charges brought by their parents. “The 
young women were claimed to be ‘uncontrollable’.” The press report suggested 
they were engaged in some kind of sexual activity with two youths. The charges 
of vagrancy against the two youths were dismissed because they obtained 
livelihood as jockeys, but the young women were each sentenced to six months’ 
imprisonment.

In 1911 there is also a newspaper report titled “White Girls and Chinese”7 
about a father making a complaint to the police because his nineteen year old 

Omeo courthouse built 1893
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Negotiating Genealogical ‘Brick Walls’
Kris Jacobsen

One of the golden rules applicable to researching family history when confronted 
by the inevitable ‘brick wall’ is to look sideways rather than attempting to blindly 
crash through. In my years of experience of researching my ancestry, these 
so-called obstacles to research were, in most cases, facts that required more 
time and effort to uncover. In particular, the latter attribute was perhaps the most 
important and required patience and perseverance, and was aided by thinking 
laterally. In the following paragraphs I have selected a few examples of these 
occurrences and have detailed them here as an aid to readers who may have 
despaired from a lack of progress in their own endeavours.

In the first example, I wanted to determine the date of birth of my Protestant 
maternal great grandmother, Matilda PRATT (née LIDDY), who was born in 
Ireland before the introduction of civil registration of births in 1864. I already 
knew that she had migrated to Auckland, New Zealand where she married in 
1882 at the age of 22, thus inferring 1860 as a probable year of birth. Additionally, 
I could not find her arrival in New Zealand prior to her marriage. I had found a 
likely contender of the right age by the name of Mary A. LIDDY who arrived in 
the migrant ship Waikato in 1879, but I needed further evidence to confirm or 
disprove this record.

Her date of birth could not be determined through conventional means owing 
to the destruction of many Irish records including Church of Ireland registers 
at the Public Record Office, Dublin in 1922 during the Irish Civil War. In their 
absence my avenues of research became very limited but I soon discovered 
that her three siblings, William, Joseph and Jane had migrated as well, not to 
the antipodes but to North America. So, by searching the decennial census 
returns for the United States of America between 1880 and 1940 I located all 
three as the LIDDY surname was not particularly common at the time. William 
and Jane had married and established families in Cook County, Illinois before 
William moved to Dade County in Florida.

I then consulted the telephone directories for these two states to compile a list 
of likely-looking LIDDY surnames and sent a letter of enquiry to each. I was 
eventually rewarded with this shotgun approach when one, just one, replied 
by the name of Leslie ‘Bill’ LIDDY from Florida. It only required one positive 
response. He turned out to be the grandson of William and was in possession 
of a family archive that contained an important letter written by William. Not only 
did it include his own date of birth but those of his siblings, Joseph, Jane and 
importantly my great grandmother’s as 24 May 1860. At last, I had found her 
date of birth, but even more revealing was the fact that William referred to his 
sister as Mary Ann and that she had changed her name upon her arrival in New 
Zealand.

As well as finding a date of birth, I also confirmed that the Mary A. LIDDY who 
migrated in 1879 aboard Waikato was indeed my great grandmother. The 
reason for the change of name is another story and was likely influenced by the 
religious differences within her father’s family after the accidental death of his 
first wife, Matilda’s mother, and his subsequent marriage to an adherent of the 
Roman Catholic faith.

The second example also involved my elusive great grandmother, Matilda 
PRATT. I was unable to locate the ship in which she was a passenger when 
she migrated to Sydney from Auckland. Based on first-hand information from 
my mother, she was supposed to have landed in Sydney sometime after the 
marriage of her son in Sydney on 15 April 1913 and, as I discovered, before 
the first appearance of her name in 1915 on the Australian Electoral Roll in 
the Division of North Sydney. A search of the passenger lists from Auckland to 
Sydney between these two periods revealed no such passage.

Not one to doubt my mother’s recollection of events, I persevered with the 
investigation of this two year window but extended my search to include vessels 
that originated in other ports. Based on my research of shipping companies 
operating between New Zealand and Australia during this era, the company 
that dominated the waves was called the Union Steam Ship Company of New 
Zealand Limited (USSCo). And not only did it operate on the Tasman Sea route 
but it also provided services throughout the Pacific Ocean. Was it possible that 
my great grandmother boarded a ship that passed through Auckland on its way 
to Sydney, its destination port?

Armed with this information and my speculation, I repeated the search but 
included voyages of vessels that passed through Auckland after originating at 
other ports. I was also informed by my research that many passengers embarked 
these USSCo vessels in San Francisco, so I initially commenced my searches 
using these passenger lists. As I had expected to trawl through many passenger 
lists, I conveniently found her fairly quickly. She arrived in Sydney on SS Marama 
on 2 August 1913 and, as a bonus, discovered that she was accompanied by 
her daughter. The steamship had indeed commenced its voyage on the west 
coast of America and, not only had Marama disembarked many passengers 
in Auckland but she received just a handful travelling to Sydney, one of whom 
was my ‘target’ person. Further research revealed that her daughter married the 
following year in North Sydney.

The third example of sidestepping the ‘brick wall’ was achieved when investigating 
family anecdotal evidence that my maternal great grandfather, Alexander 
McCULLOCH, had written articles as a ‘correspondent of the Mining News’. My 
research had established that he had been an itinerant gold miner for twenty 
years before establishing a store in the new gold rush town of Gulgong in 1871. 
It was here that he was more than likely to have contributed articles to a journal 
or newspaper, as his store was a newsagency and bookselling enterprise. My 
initial starting point was a search of a list of newspapers and journals published 
in New South Wales in the latter half of the nineteenth century. I selected this 
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window knowing that he had migrated to Victoria in 1853 and died in Sydney 
in 1914 aged 81. Frustratingly, no publication of this name or similar could be 
found. There were various regional newspapers with the words Mining, Miner 
and Miners’ in their titles but nothing called Mining News.

Based on the high probability that these articles were contributed during his 
ownership of the Gulgong store, I then commenced trawling through microfilms of 
the local Gulgong newspaper, The Gulgong Guardian and District Mining Record, 
for any reference to the ‘Mining News’. (Incidentally, this newspaper is not 
available on the digitised resource known as ‘Trove’). The first edition of this 
local organ was published on 18 February 1871 and the last known issue 
occurred on 5 July 1873. Anticipating many hours of scanning these pages, 
I was rewarded reasonably quickly when I found a reference in 1 July 1871 
edition. My great grandfather had written a letter to the editor of the local Gulgong 
newspaper complaining about his contributed article being plagiarised by 
another correspondent. In his letter, he referred to the 1 April 1871 edition of the 
Sydney-based journal titled The Sydney Mail and New South Wales Advertiser, 
in which his article had appeared.

Now, it was quite obvious that the title of this publication contained no mention of 
the word ‘Mining’ so I was beginning to doubt the veracity of the family anecdote. 
However, all was not lost, for within the pages of this widely-read journal was a 
regular column under the title of ‘Mining’ dedicated to the latest news from the 
numerous goldfields in New South Wales. Not only was my great grandfather’s 
correspondence found under a heading of the same name, but I located a 
further three articles contributed by him over a two month period describing 
happenings on the Gulgong goldfield. They revealed much about his character 
and exploits in pursuit of the precious golden metal. Admittedly, this revelation 
can be considered serendipitous but it would not have occurred had it not been 
for investigating alternative ways of negotiating the ‘brick wall’.

The final example of overcoming a ‘brick wall’ entailed determining the date 
of death of my great great uncle, William Edward PRATT. My research had 
established his date of birth as 26 January 1852 in Gosport, Hampshire before 
he joined the Royal Navy as a boy in 1867. Based on his record of service, he 
steadily rose through the ranks serving on training ships, corvettes, frigates and 
the iron clad warship, HMS Warrior. His service concluded in 1880 while an able 
seaman in HMS Atalanta.

I initially carried out a search of indexes of deaths at sea to determine whether he 
lost his life while serving on Atalanta but to no avail. Assuming that he had signed 
off Atalanta and resumed life ashore, I searched the various marriage registers 
in Great Britain, also to no avail. It was entirely possible he had migrated to an 
unknown country that had attracted his attention during his period of service.

Rather than speculate on a possible destination, I returned to his service record 
and started to research in more detail the Royal Navy vessels in which he served. 
I consulted the comprehensive compendium on Royal Navy vessels known 
as Ships of the Royal Navy, The Complete Record of all Fighting Ships of the 

Royal Navy from the 15th Century to the Present by J.J. COLLEDGE and fully 
revised and updated by Lt. Cdr. Ben WARLOW in 2010. It soon became evident 
that one of these vessels had enjoyed a former life under a different name, i.e. 
HMS Atalanta was formerly HMS Juno and had been launched at Pembroke 
Dockyard in 1844. In 1878 she was renamed HMS Atalanta and commissioned 
as a training ship. Under the list of Royal Navy vessels that at various times had 
been named Atalanta, the last-mentioned made reference to Juno of 1844. And 
there amongst the technical data for Juno was a note indicating that she had 
‘Foundered 12.2.1880 Atlantic.’

So, William had indeed died at sea in Atalanta along with the entire ship’s 
company when she sank during a storm in the North Atlantic Ocean while 
en route from Bermuda to England. A memorial to her loss exists at St Ann’s 
Church, Portsmouth. Although his death occurred at sea, none of the indexes 
searched contained his name and interestingly, details of the demise of Atalanta 
were found under her former name of Juno. 

In summary, looking sideways at a problem can often be productive especially 
by researching connections in collateral branches. Not all obstacles can be 
overcome of course, but the maxim of ‘nothing ventured, nothing gained’ is 
relevant in these endeavours.

An entry in the ‘Court Book of Kilmallock’

The same day it was ordered that the deft John CURATINE 
doe take out a coppy of the bill of complaint of David 
CUSHIN within six days of the date this order and 
likewise doe come to a Tryall the next day. And upon 
fayling therein the court will proceed to judgement against 
the said deffendt

Towne of Kilmallock
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Peter Grills
This article tells a story of how family history research and DNA testing can 
come together to produce totally unexpected results. It involves a previously 
unknown relative of my wife, Maggie. 

By way of relevant background, Maggie’s family is Macanese – basically a small 
but homogeneous and identifiable subgroup of mixed, but mainly Portuguese 
ethnicity with a long history of living in what was, until 1999, the Portuguese 
Territory of Macau (on the Chinese mainland, very close to Hong Kong). From 
1947 to 1963 her family lived in Hong Kong. (For DNA ethnic origin purposes, they 
are a mixture of persons with origins in the Iberian Peninsula and in East Asia). 
The genealogy of the Macanese families has been extensively documented2.

I have always found Maggie’s parents’ family history to be fascinating and well 
before the thought of using DNA in my family research arose I had documented 
and written the story of that history3. I was helped in that by my mother-in-law, 
who had been carefully documenting her extended family tree, and that of her 
husband, since the 1950s.

I was initially sceptical about the offerings of genealogical web sites to trace 
your ancestors using DNA tests, expecting them only to provide simplistic and 
general information. However friends had their DNA tested and were very 
enthusiastic about their results. So early last year Maggie and I each took an 
‘AncestryDNA’ test. 

We were very happy with the results. In terms of reliability:
• They closely matched the ethnicity estimates and the ethnic locations we 

had each expected to find.
• They listed a number of known relatives as ‘DNA matches’ amongst people 

who had also done their DNA test.
Yet at the same time they gave me other threads to research.

When we told Maggie’s parents and showed them our reports, her mother 
became very excited, particularly because she recognised several of the names 
in Maggie’s DNA matches. So she and my father-in-law decided to do the tests 
as well. Again, when the test results came back, they were very consistent with 
their expectations.

However, as I am sure many others have found, there were several loose 
ends – people listed as ‘DNA matches’ that either had obscure usernames, or 
had names completely unknown to them. Because of my past family history 
involvement, they appointed me as manager of their DNA results on the 
Ancestry.com website and asked me to see what I could find out. So, with their 
agreement, I sent messages via Ancestry.com to some of those loose ends, 
asking if they could provide information that would enable me to identify what 
their relationship linkage was to the family.

The Curious Case of the Shared Relative1
(With apologies to Agatha Christie)

We got a range of responses (and some non-responses) ranging from “I don’t 
know” to “yes I am your ‘x’ cousin because I am related to Y”. However one 
response really caught my interest and imagination.

William D was listed on Maggie’s results as a ‘fourth to sixth cousin’ with ‘a high 
degree of confidence’; and on her father’s as a ‘third to fourth cousin’, also with 
a high degree of confidence. William responded that while he had been born 
in Hong Kong in 1963, he had been adopted by an American couple and taken 
to the USA in 1965. He said he had no knowledge at all about his parents, but 
that based on his ancestry DNA results, he believed that he had one parent of 
Iberian (Portuguese or Spanish) origin, and one Chinese. He further explained 
that the records of Hong Kong adoptions were very poor, and that he had been 
unable to find out anything at all from the Hong Kong Authorities.

He enclosed a screen-print of his closest matches from his DNA results. He 
concluded his response by saying “If you have any idea what my parents would 
be, it would be really helpful to me.”.

What jumped out at me was that high on the list of his DNA matches was the name 
of a cousin of Maggie’s mother, who was also in the DNA matches for Maggie 
and her father. In other words it appeared 
that he was directly related to both Maggie’s 
mother and Maggie’s father. I then took a much 
closer look at all three DNA results for Maggie 
and her parents, and found two more persons 
who appeared on both of Maggie’s parents’ 
DNA matches. Both of them also appeared on 
William’s list.

Maggie’s mother knew the family of those 
common matches quite well, and so it had not 
attracted any comment from her, and I had 
not noticed the overlap before. Fortunately, 
they were also documented in her family tree 
records. 

So by examining those family tree records I 
found that in 1923 Maria Angelina, (a cousin 
of Maggie’s father), had married Alberto, (the 
uncle of Maggie’s mother). There were no 
other cross linkages that I could find. Moreover 
the two other common matches on the lists 
of William and Maggie’s parents were direct 
descendants of that couple (their daughter and 
granddaughter).

Tracing back the ancestors of that couple one step further I found that the 
common ancestor to them both was a wealthy and influential Macanese who 
had been made a count of the Portuguese court!

A statue of the common ancestor a 
‘wealthy	and	influential	Macanese’.  

It is located in Macau.
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Pulling together all the information I had, and given the relationships listed in 
the ancestry DNA results, I was 99% sure that that couple were William D’s 
grandparents. 

With the help of Maggie’s mother and her records, I ascertained that Alberto and 
Maria Angelina had seven children, one of whom died as a child. 

In 1963 their four living sons and two daughters all lived in Hong Kong, and 
were good friends of my parents-in-law. Maggie’s mother assured me that they 
were such good friends that it would not have been possible for either of the two 
girls to have carried and given birth to a child without her knowing. However in 
the 1960s it was not unknown for married European men living in Hong Kong 
to have Chinese concubines/mistresses/lady friends. All four of the sons moved 
away from Hong Kong later on in the 1960’s, and they have all now passed 
away. 

Having this knowledge then gave me something of an ethical dilemma – how 
could I help William without breaching the privacy of, and risk causing distress 
to, his living relatives. In the end, I decided not to inform William that it was 
highly probable that he had two aunts who were still alive, or to highlight the 
overlapping DNA matches that would enable him to try and make contact with 
them. For the same reasons, I also decided not to draw their link to William D to 
the attention of the living relatives who had done the DNA test.

I did, however, feel able to write to William and tell him:
• Who I believed his grandparents almost certainly were.
• That his DNA linkages to my wife and her father were consistent with that.
• That he appeared to have descended from Portuguese nobility.
• That based on the records, his father was almost certainly one of four 

brothers, all of whom are deceased. I did not provide him the names of 
those brothers.

William wrote back, thanking me for my research, saying that in the short term it 
was a bit much for him to digest, but that it was pretty much the sort of scenario 
he had envisaged. He wrote again shortly after, saying that I had given him 
information he had never expected to be able to know, and concluded “thanks 
to your DNA connection, I know at least part of my history”.

From my point of view it was a very rewarding experience and it highlighted to 
me the unexpected insights that can arise out of linking family history and DNA 
testing.
1	 An	edited	version	of	a	talk	given	to	the	DNA	Special	Interest	Group	on	10	March	2018
2	 Forjaz,	 Jorge	 (1996).	Famílias macaenses.	 Fundação	Oriente	 :	 Instituto	Cultural	 de	Macau	 ;	 [Lisboa]	 :	

Instituto	Português	do	Oriente,	Macau -	 Three	volumes	written	 in	Portuguese,	weighing	 in	 at	 7.5	 kg,	
3,500	pages,	245	chapters,	250	photographs	and	charting	the	relationships	of	440	Macanese	families.	
Also	the	English	language	web	site	“macanesefamilies.com,	covering	the	details	of	multiple	generations	
of	Macanese	and	their	descendants	(55,000	names	in	all).

3	 Grills,	Peter	(2018).	Familia Ribeiro – the story of the Ribeiro family of Macau, Hong Kong and Canberra.

Ballyfaudeen Eviction Notices
Jim Foley

One great find I made in Ireland recently was a set of eviction notices for tenants 
of Ballyfaudeen (and adjacent townland Moymore), Clare, in the National Library 
at Dublin. Shown are eviction notices for James FOLEY, my g-g-grandfather, in 
August 1853, and Pat FOLEY and others (Patrick, James and Tim named on the 
back) for September 1853. Most of the tenants at Ballyfaudeen seem to have 
received these, mostly in September and with instructions on the back to the 
landlord’s (Mary Louisa STACPOOL) representative to serve them in person. 
For some reason, James FOLEY appears to have received his early.

Interestingly however, the evictions don’t seem to have happened. James 
FOLEY is still listed in the Griffiths Valuation land survey in Ballyfaudeen in 
1855/6, as are many of the others who received eviction notices. And almost all 
of his children were born at Ballyfaudeen over the next 20 years. So I don’t know 
if the landlord later changed her mind, or relented, or if this was a ploy to get 
more rent from her tenants. Maybe someone with more knowledge of Ireland at 
the time could cast some light on it.

The house in ruins is Cloonagh 
House, just south of Ballyforan 
in Roscommon. My great-
grandmother Mary BAYLY 
grew up here. All I knew 
about her was her parents’ 
names, John BAYLY and Jane 
Caroline ROBINSON, and that 
she was born near Tullamore 

in Offaly. But tracing back a John Bayly BURKE in the tree of a DNA match led to 
the discovery that the family moved to Roscommon in 1857, was quite wealthy, 
and it also lead to the names of some of her siblings.
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Hot Sources No. 140
Cora Num FHGS

FARMER Kerry, GEDmatch, Tools for DNA & 
Genealogy Research, Unlock the Past, St Agnes, 
SA, 2017. 4p. GEDmatch.com is a volunteer-run 
free website providing additional tools for people 
who have already tested their autosomal DNA 
at one of the main genetic genealogy testing 
companies: 23andMe, AncestryDNA, Family 
Tree DNA (their Family Finder test), Living DNA 
and MyHeritage. Users create a free account at 
GEDmatch, then download their DNA raw data 
from their own account at the testing company 
and upload that raw data to GEDmatch. This 
handy four page booklet covers the basics from 
file uploads, to “your DNA resources” (where all 
the kits you manage are), to analysing your data, 
and includes a glossary with a bunch of DNA related terminology. There also a 
“Learn More” section and further reading suggestions.

KOPITTKE Eric, Introduction to German Family 
History Research for Australians, Unlock the Past, 
St Agnes SA, 2017. 66p. Perhaps the biggest 
hurdle for Australians in researching their family 
history from Germany, or a German speaking area, 
is knowing where and how to start. An increasing 
variety of material, including maps, gazetteers, 
census records, newspapers, passenger lists and 
some civil records of birth, marriage and death, 
and church records of baptisms, marriage and 
burial have been digitised and indexed and are 
online. This book 
gives guidance as 
to how to access 
these. But it’s not 
all online and the 

reader is reminded of the value of being part 
of a family history, genealogy or local history 
organisation, both locally and overseas. 

MUIR, Lesley, Shady Acres: Politicians, 
Developers and Sydney’s Public Transport 
Scandals 1872-1895, Halstead Press, Braddon, 
ACT, 2016. 303p. A richly illustrated expose of 
development scandals and political corruption in 

NSW. Looks close up at: railways and tramways of Sydney; colourful characters 
who ran NSW; shifting political factions that delivered their power; the developers 
who financed Henry Parkes and other government leaders; the Sydney suburbs 
laid out to suit their interests; dismal planning failures of the late 1870s and 80s 
that haunt Sydney still. This is a meticulous account of late colonial times when 
NSW was governed to suit developers and greedy politicians, no less than in 
the 21st century.

OATES Jonathan, London’s East End, Pen & 
Sword Family History, Barnsley, England, 2018. 
182p. The East End is best known for extremes 
of poverty and deprivation, for strong political 
and social movements, and for the extraordinary 
mix of immigrants who have shaped its history. 
The author explores East End industries and 
employment – the docks, warehouses, factories, 
markets and shops. He looks at its historic poverty 
and describes how it gained a reputation for 
criminality, partly because of notorious criminals 
like Jack the Ripper and the Krays. This dark side 
to the history contrasts with the liveliness of the 
East End entertainments and the strong social 
bonds of the immigrants who made their home 
there – Huguenots, Jews, Bangladeshis and 

many others. The book details relevant records that researchers can consult 
including online sites, archives, libraries, books and museums.

TWOMEY, Christina, The Battle Within: POWs in 
Postwar Australia, NewSouth Publishing, Sydney, 
2018. 302p. This landmark and compelling book 
follows the stories of 15,000 Australian prisoners 
of war from the moment they were released by 
the Japanese at the end of World War II. Their 
struggle to rehabilitate themselves and to win 
compensation and acknowledgement from their 
own country was just beginning. This moving book 
shows that ‘the battle within’ was both a personal 
and a national one. Drawing on the records of the 
Prisoner of War Trust Fund for the first time, this 
book presents the struggles of returned prisoners 
in their own words. It also shows that memories 
of captivity forged new connections with people of 
the Asia-Pacific region, as former POWs sought 
to reconcile with their captors and honour those who had helped them. A grateful 
nation ultimately lauded and commemorated POWs as worthy veterans from 
the 1980s, but the real story of the fight to get there has not been told until now.
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Hot Sites
Cora Num FHGS

www.carnamah.com.au
Carnamah Historical Society & Museum. Carnamah is a town and farming 
community 300 kilometres north of Perth, WA. The Society was founded in 
1983 to collect, record, preserve and promote local history. This extensive site 
includes the following plus more:

• Biographical Dictionary which chronicles the lives of people with a connection 
to the shires of Coorow, Carnamah or Three Springs which encompass the 
towns and places of Arrino, 
Billeroo, Carnamah, Coorow, 
Dudawa, Eganu, Eneabba, 
Five Gums, Green Head, 
Gunyidi, Inering, Kadathinni, 
Leeman, Marchagee, Prowaka, 
Three Springs, Waddy Forest 
and Winchester. Plus there are 
entries from the neighbouring 
shires of Perenjori and 
Mingenew

• Cemetery Records - Burial 
Index of the Moora, Winchester, 
Perenjori, Three Springs and 
Mingenew cemeteries

• Historic Photographs - 
Contains a wonderful collection 
of online photographs

• Images and stories from 10863 Bushranger exhibition presented by Act-
Belong Commit. This details the exploits of bushranger Francis Henry 
Thomas known as Frank Thomas.

• Virtual Museum plus information on the Carnamah Museum and Macpherson 
Homestead

• WA Directory of People in the Colony of Western Australia 1863-1889
• WA Livestock Brands, an index of 49,163 registered livestock brands 1912-

1962. Each entry includes the person’s name, property and brand.
• WA Motor Vehicle Registrations 1917-1928
• WA State School Teachers 1900-1980.

www.northofthesands.org.uk/westmoreland/home.html
Westmorland Papers - The Westmorland Historic Texts Project site includes: 

• Westmorland Church Notes - 
is a transcription of all of the 
monumental transcriptions, 
church plaques and windows, 
and other parish church 
memorials in the County of 
Westmorland published by 
Edward Bellasis in 1888

• Surnames - a searchable index 
of names that appear in the 
Westmorland Church Notes 

• Historical Texts - contributed 
documents containing 
historical material likely to be 
of interest to other researchers visiting this site 

You can access the Westmorland Church Notes by parish. These include: 
Appleby St Lawrence, Appleby St Michael, Asby, Askham, Bampton, Barton, 
Beetham, Brough, Brougham, Burton in Kendal, Cliburn, Clifton, Crosby Garrett, 
Crosby Ravensworth, Dufton, Grasmere, Heversham, Kendal, Kirkby Lonsdale, 
Kirkby Stephen, Kirkby Thore, Long Marton, Lowther, Musgrave, Newbiggin, 
Ormside, Orton, Ravenstonedale, Shap, Warcop and Windermere.

info.ehive.com
Collect it. Connect it. Show it to the 
world! eHive is a web-based collection 
cataloguing system. The system is used 
worldwide by hundreds of museums, 
societies and private collectors to 
catalogue objects, store images, 
manage acquisition information and 
publish their collections online. Use 
the Explore eHive Tab to access 
cultural heritage objects from around 
the world plus featured categories, 
collections and communities.
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tinyurl.com/yd88u87p
Library and Archives Canada – Voilà, 
the National Union Catalogue, is a 
single point of access to the collections 
of libraries across Canada. Included 
are books, magazines, maps, music, 
and more, including works in special 
format (e.g., braille, large print, talking 
books, captioned videos, etc.), for 
persons who are print or hearing 
impaired).

livesofthefirstworldwar.org
Imperial War Museum - Lives of the First World War website includes details 

of those who survived the war, as 
well as the lost. It includes nurses, 
conscientious objectors, and many 
more. Family historians can register 
with the website for free and add their 
own photos and ‘stories’ to create a 
memorial. Over 300 million genealogy 
records are free to search but most 
require a subscription to view the 
digitised images. This site aims to 
create a permanent digital memorial to 
the Lives of the First World War that 
will enable the Imperial War Museum 
to save them for future generations.

Limerick Chronicle 10 Oct 1827
Government have granted a free passage to Judith BOHANE, otherwise 
CROWLEY, and her five children, to join James BOHANE, an industrious 
convict at New South Wales, it is supposed she is gone begging for alms in the 
County of Cork. [Ireland Australia Transportation index has James BOHANE 
(alias BOWEN) and petition of Judith (tried 1823)].

Limerick Evening Post and Clare Sentinel 8 Dec 1831
John DWYER, a child of nine years old, was sentenced at Cork to be transported 
for seven years, for stealing a watch from Michael COLBERT, of Fermoy.

Education & Events this Quarter
Clare McGuiness & Sue Pillans

Clare and Sue welcome long-time member Janette James to our committee 
as the new Publicity Officer for HAGSOC. Please let her know any news or 
information that needs publicity. We also wish to thank our reference group who 
have contributed to planning two new programs for 2018: a Beginners Course 
and a Seminar program.

The Family History for Beginners Course is a 6-week program running on 
Sunday afternoons. It will run from 17th June to 22 July (this date only is on 
the morning). Please see the Newsletter, Facebook page and the Courses tab 
on familyhistoryact.org.au for further details. It is designed for relatively new 
family historians within our membership but is also open to non-members. It will 
use our flagship publication, “Family History for Beginners and Beyond”, as a 
textbook. This course is delivered entirely by our members.

The Seminar Program will deliver a series of seminars on often paired topics, 
approximately once a month for the rest of the year. Most are targeted at 
intermediate-experienced family historians, with some familiarity of the topic an 
asset. Speakers from many national organisations in our region have agreed 
to speak. This June to September we are offering seminars on photography in 
family history, Ancestry, Trove, NLA eRescources, Findmypast and using our 
own new Library catalogue and LDS arrangements. Keep your eye on the usual 
communication channels for details.

Three potential workshops are in planning stages: creatively writing local and 
family history, how DNA is challenging family history and a return to Galong 
for researchers of Irish ancestors. Of special note we would appreciate an 
expression of interest in a Galong weekend. Past attendees will recall the mix of 
place and people that made these weekends an annual favourite. Galong has 
been renovated and Richard Reid and Cheryl Mongan are keen to reinvigorate 
their involvement with HAGSOC. 

We are keen to hear feedback, suggestions of topics and speakers. Volunteers 
are always welcome to help us with organising, talking or setting up for Education 
& Events. We can be contacted at registration@familyhistoryact.org.au or to 
Sue on 0402251348 or Clare afterhours on 0408479076.

Old Photos - What you can do!
Seminar Program: Sat 23 June 2pm to 4:30pm. Graphic designer Jen Oxley 
joins Barb Toohey and Sue Pillans to present the first of the Seminar Program 
for 2018. The seminar covers the history and dating of photographs, special 
occasion photographs, beginning forensic analysis of photographs and minor 
and major photograph repairs using MAC and PC. Registration and payment 
can be made through the Courses tab at familyhistoryact.org.au or at the Library.



96 97The Ancestral Searcher Vol. 41 No. 2 The Ancestral Searcher Vol. 41 No. 2

AUSTRALIA
Debrett’s Handbook of Australia 

– A3/31/04.1991
How to trace your convict ancestors:  

their lives, times and records 
– Reakes, Janet – A5/50/15

NEW SOUTH WALES
Broken Hill Streets – Aartsen, Dennis 

– AN8.880/51/01
Not forgotten: memorials in granite 

– Greig, Christine – AN7/51/01
Telling it as it was: personal histories 

of the first pioneers to the Crookwell 
district and the surrounding 
Southern Tablelands, New South 
Wales – Willis, Jeanne – AN3/60/23

QUEENSLAND
Shackled : female convicts at Moreton 

Bay 1826-1839 – Harrison, Jennifer 
– AQ7/14/02

IRELAND
The Big House in Ireland – Pakenham, 

Valerie – R7/25/02
Dun Laoghaire, Kingstown – Pearson, 

Peter – RLe8/01/06

HAGSOC Library – 
New Collection Items In Brief

compiled by Barbara Moore FHGSC
Following is a selection of items recently added to the library collection, many of which 
are donations from members of the Society. As indicated below some items have been 
purchased with money donated by the Fletcher family in memory of Eunice Fletcher who 
was a Life Member and Fellow of the Society. The Society has also recently received a 
large donation of items from Rhonda Kerr, also a Fellow of the Society.
While other items from this donation will appear in future issues, the Scottish resources 
listed below are a part of this donation. The thanks of the society go to all members and 
family who have provided donations. Additional details on the items are available from 
the catalogue on the HAGSOC Internet website.

FAMILY HISTORIES
Our pastoralist pioneers : a story of the 

O’Brien, Bartley and Clancy families 
– Moore, Barbara – A4/OBR/05

Fletcher family donation in memory 
of Eunice Fletcher of items relating 
to areas of particular interest to 
her family history research.

ENGLISH COUNTIES
Cambridgeshire:
An indexed transcription of the 

Cambridge Union workhouses: 
inmates register – NCa7/40 CD1489

Marriage licences for Cambridgeshire 
& the Isle of Ely 1456-1840: an 
indexed transcription of marriage 
licences – NCa5/12 CD1488

Non conformists: compilation 7 
– NCa5/09 CD1485

Non conformists: compilation 11 
– NCa5/09 CD1486

Non conformists: compilation 12:  
Wisbech, Whittlesey & North 
Cambridge nonconformists 
– NCa5/09 CD1487

Gloucestershire: 
Bristol apprenticeship books : index & 

transcripts 1724-2009, volumes 1(o) 
to 1(z) – NGl5/76 CD1490

Bristol diocese baptismal registers 
1813-183: index and transcripts vols 
1-7 – NGl5/12 CD1493

Bristol diocese (South Glos) marriage 
registers 1837-1901: index and 
transcripts vols 11 – NGl5/12 
CD1491

Nonconformist marriage & burial 
registers 1754-1837: held by Bristol 
Record Office – NGl5/09 CD1492

They lived in Bristol: burials 1813 to 
1837 – NGl5/12 CD1494

Somerset:
An Index to Somerset settlement and 

removal cases in Quarter Sessions 
1607-1700 – Webb, Adrian James 
– NSo5/55/02

Index of Somerset Probate Inventories 
– Webb, Adrian James – NSo5/30/01

Somerset freeholders list 1733 
– Webb, Adrian James – NSo5/55/03

GERMANY
German census records 1816-

1916: the when, where and how 
of a valuable genealogical source 
– Minert, Roger P – SGe5/20/01

Historic German Newspapers Online 
– Thode, Ernest - SGe35/90/01

Donations from Rhonda Kerr
SCOTLAND
Accounts of the Treasurer of Scotland: 

vol xiii : 1574-1580 – McInnes, 
Charles Thorpe - P5/60/01

Castles and ancient monuments 
of Scotland – Noonan, Damien 
– P7/37/01

The Isle of Lewis and Harris: a study in 
British community – Geddes, Arthur 
– P7/40/04

The Province of Strathnaver – Baldwin, 
John R – P7/37/02

The Register of the Privy Seal of 
Scotland: vol viii: 1581-1584 
– Donaldson, Gordon – P5/54/01

The Scottish Insurrection of 1820 - Ellis, 
P Berresford & Mac A’Ghobhainn, 
Seumas, eds – P7/68/02

The Steel bonnets: the story of the 
Anglo-Scottish Border Rivers 
– Fraser, George MacDonald 
– P7/68/01

SCOTTISH COUNTIES
Argyll:
Island voices: air bilibh an t-Sluaigh: 

traditions of North Mull – MacKenzie, 
Ann – PArl8/01/02

Mull and Iona – MacNab, P A 
– PArl8/01/01

Fife:
Recollections of East Fife fisher folk 

– Patrick, Belle – PFif8/63/01
St Andrews, city by the Northern 

Sea – Lamont-Brown, Raymond 
– PFif8/01/01

Kirkcudbrightshire:
Highways and byways in Galloway 

and Carrick – Dick, Rev C H 
– PKkd8/01/01

Midlothian:
The Sinners of Cramond – Hanham, 

Alison – PMln8/85/01
Shetland Isles:
The Isle of Foula: a series of articles 

on Britain’s loneliest inhabited 
isle – Holbourn, Ian B Stoughton 
– PSh8/10/01
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AUSTRALIA
• Captain RICHARDSON of the Royal Australian Navy disguised himself as 

a harbour pilot when the German steamer Hobart was nearing Melbourne 
a week after the First World War started. The ship had no wireless and was 
unaware war had broken out. Once aboard, Richardson donned his naval 
cap, produced a pistol and captured the ship. He also surprised the captain 
attempting to retrieve a hidden code book for the entire German merchant 
navy. Scrivener Mar 2018 Spring n162 p7 (e-journal).

ENGLAND
• Christine ALLEN’s father came to Australia from Birmingham in 1922, and he 

served in the AIF in World War II. A number of her father’s uncles had served 
in the Gloucestershire Regiment in World War I. Some of the family names 
are BURFORD, CLARKSON, LACEY, HAMBLEINGTON and INGRAM. Tree 
Tappers Spring 2018 v23 p10 (e-journal).

• Ian ANDERSON: survey of military airfields in Suffolk. Suffolk Roots Mar 
2016 v41 n4 p334 (e-journal).

• Robert Barlow COOLEY (1821-1883+) was a Nottingham hat and cap 
manufacturer. In 1845 he married Elizabeth BARLOW in Radford. (It is not 
known whether they were related - Robert’s mother was Mary BARLOW.) 
Business did not always run smoothly, and in 1873 he and his family relocated 
to New York, although Robert returned to England occasionally to trade. A 
Robert COOLEY also sailed on the Whampoa from England to Australia in 
1876, although it is not clear whether it is the same person. Nottinghamshire 
FHS Apr 2018 v15 n10 p14 (e-journal).

• Ian GULLY is seeking information on the parents of Anna Edith FROST who 
migrated to Adelaide from Portsmouth in 1876 on the Northern Monarch. 
Anna married Thomas GULLY in Adelaide in 1878 and the notice states that 
Anna was the daughter of the late Edward and Edith FROST of Suffolk. 
Suffolk Roots Mar 2017 v42 n4 p277 (e-journal).

From Our Contemporaries
Peter Kennedy & Pauline Bygraves

The items selected for this column are taken from some of the many overseas journals 
received by the Society - they usually mention Australia in some form or may be of 
general interest to Australian researchers. If you have an interest in a particular country 
or location, there will often be other relevant material - recently received journals are on 
display at the front of the Library. 
The facts are as stated in the item concerned and have not been separately checked. 
E-journals are accessible on the computers in the overseas room, where they can be 
accessed using the Index List. If you have any comments or suggestions, please email 
the editor@familyhistoryact.org.au. 

• Lyn HOOKWAY was looking for people who may have information on three 
families and their interrelationships: Jonathan BUGG and Anna Maria 
KING who migrated to Tasmania with five of their children in 1860; James 
KING, who may be Anna’s father and who was transported to VDL, dying 
at Wynyard in 1863; and Joseph and Eliza COPPIN who were married in 
Stisted, Sussex and migrated to Tasmania with the BUGGs. Suffolk Roots 
Jun 2016 v42 n1 p10 (e-journal). Jeff WARD has offered some connections 
with his family. Suffolk Roots Sep 2016 v42 n2 p94 and Dec 2016 v24 n3 
p205 (e-journals). It now appears that James KING, baptised in 1803 at 
Stoke by Nayland (although living at Polstead), was one of 16 children of 
John KING and Lucy LILLEY who were married at Polstead in 1795. Suffolk 
Roots Mar 2017 v42 n4 p275 (e-journal). Lyn HOOKWAY and Jeff WARD do 
a “wrap-up”: “A Conundrum of Kings”. This also includes references (among 
others) to James WEEKS, and Betsey PERCY (transported for stealing). 
Suffolk Roots Dec 2017 v43 n3 p200 (e-journal).

• Abraham LINACRE from Clay Cross, Chesterfield, went to Australia at the 
age of 18 and worked as a stonemason and building contractor. Abraham 
built some public buildings in Melbourne and an asylum in Beechworth. He 
returned to Clay Cross in 1868 and died there in 1885. Chesterfield FHSJ 
Jun 2018 n115 p17 (e-journal).

• Sinclair Bennitt MAY was a Private in the 44th Battalion of the Australian 
Imperial Force and was killed at Hill 40 near Ypres on 4 Oct 1917. He had 
been educated at St Lawrence College, Ramsgate, and went to sea with 
the British-India Steamship Company on the Australia route. He enlisted on 
3 Jan 1917 at Albany, Western Australia. A bible was given to Sinclair at 
Easter 1906 from Rawdon Edward Dennys REILLY who was a lieutenant 
in the 63rd Battalion (West Suffolk), later becoming a Lieutenant Colonel. 
Hillingdon FHS Mar 2018 n121 p17 (e-journal).

• Jane and William MOSS migrated to Australia in the mid-1880s. Jane was 
the daughter of William PATTERSON, born 1825, and Agnes PATTERSON, 
born 1821 (first cousins). Origins Spring 2018 p38 (e-journal). 

• William Green MUNNINGS (1797-1848) was the youngest, and only son, 
of the six children of Benjamin MUNNINGS and Elizabeth GREEN. William 
married Susannah BUGG (1807-1885) and they had ten children, one of 
whom went to Canada, one to NZ and three to Australia. Their daughter, 
Susanna MUNNINGS (1832-1919) and her husband, William Alfred 
COTTEE (1833-1904) went to NSW in 1858, shortly after their marriage. 
Then Susanna’s sister, Elizabeth (1836-1921), went to Victoria in 1863 with 
her husband, the Rev Henry John WILKINSON (1836-1907) and their son. 
Susanna’s brother, James MUNNINGS (1844-1876), was a literary editor and 
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reviewer who went to Australia for his health. (Author: Graham S HOLTON). 
Suffolk Roots Dec 2016 v42 n3 p229 (e-journal). 

• William Henry PETTIT (1814-1871) was born at Greenwich and arrived in VDL 
as a free settler in 1833, moving to the Port Phillip District later. His parents 
were George Edward PETTET (1781-1845) and Elizabeth Mary PROWSE 
(1782-1868). William married Betsy TAYLOR of Somerset in England in 1849 
and they returned to Australia. Betsy died in childbirth in 1854 and William 
married Emily RUDDLE from Wiltshire a few months later. In 1864 William 
became a member of Victoria’s Legislative Council, serving in that role till his 
death in 1871. Roots in the Forest Sep 2017 p10 (NLo9/60/02).

• Harry QUINTON was born in Ipswich (UK) but buried in Australia as Charles 
Norman Colin HAYTER. He was also known as Bruce De Vere QUINTON. 
His wife was Daisy Matilda LAMB. Suffolk Roots Mar 2016 v41 n4 p302 
(e-journal).

• Ron SELVAGE is seeking information on his great-great grandfather, James 
SELVAGE, who was transported to Sydney in 1840 on the Maitland for 
stealing. Suffolk Roots Dec 2016 v42 n3 p208 (e-journal).

• Margaret SMITH is trying to establish whether Joseph TERRY born 1825 
in Buckinghamshire and who died in Oct 1876 in New Zealand is the same 
person who was born in Tingewick and transported to Van Diemen’s Land for 
seven years in 1844. Origins Spring 2018 p38 (e-journal).

• Gerald STUDLEY of the AIF was one of eight men from East Brent who was 
killed in and after the Battle of Passchendaele. More information is included 
in a booklet “East Brent Remembers” published by the East Brent Parish 
History Group. Buckets and Spades Feb 2018 n94 p31 (e-journal).

• George STURGEON was transported to VDL in 1822 in connection with game 
poaching in Sapiston woods. In 1856 George was shot dead, reputedly by 
Richard ENNIS, an escaped convict and bushranger known as Long Mickey. 
Suffolk Roots Dec 2017 v43 n3 p220 (e-journal).

• Russell TAYLOR from Melbourne is seeking information on the family of his 
great-great grandfather, William Bernard TAYLOR, who lived on Valley Farm, 
Valley Road, Newton and who migrated to Melbourne in 1852 with his wife, 
Fanny WITTS, and their seven children: “Although there are hundreds of 
descendants of these William Taylors in Australia, we have yet to identify 
even one in this country”. Suffolk Roots Dec 2016 v42 n3 p210 (e-journal). 

• Mark TRESIDDER: “Early Poor Law Records in Bedfordshire and their Use 
for Genealogical Research - Part 1”. Bedfordshire FHSJ Mar 2018 v21 n5 
p7 (e-journal).

• Elizabeth TURNER, the youngest child of Abraham TURNER and Ann 
THATCHER, arrived in VDL in 1832 with the BERTHON family. Elizabeth 
married Edmund JOHNSON. Roots in the Forest Sep 2017 p25 (NLo9/60/02).

• Joseph WARD was born in Layham in 1782 and married Jemima 
HARRINGTON in 1785. Their eldest son Joseph (b1806) was transported 
to Tasmania in 1824 for burglary. Another son, Thomas (1811-1885) was 
transported to NSW on the John in 1836. In 1846 Thomas married Ellen 
McDOWELL who had been transported from Dublin on the Margaret for 
pickpocketing. Another son, Elijah (1825-1881), joined the 77th Foot (later 
Middlesex Regiment), which spent 10 months in NSW in 1857-58. Suffolk 
Roots Dec 2016 v42 n3 p189 (e-journal). 

GENERAL
• Susan C MEATES: “DNA discoveries for family 

history research”. Suffolk Roots Sep 2016 v42 n2 
p123 (e-journal).

• Clare O’GRADY: “An Introduction to using Wills in 
England and Wales” Herefordiensis Oct 2016 vXIII 
p99 (e-journal)

• Time lines for World War I: 1 Jan 1918 to 31 March 
1918: Chesterfield & District FHSJ Mar 2018 
n114 p9 (e-journal); and 1 April 1918 to 30 June 
1918: Domus Historiae Apr 2018 v26 n2 p30 and 
Chesterfield FHSJ Jun 2018 n115 p7 (e-journals).

IRELAND
• Tina DAWSON is searching for descendants and relatives of Patrick RYAN 

and Mary DELAHUNTY from Tipperary. Their son James, born about 1816, 
married Bridget FOGARTY about 1841 in Templemore, Tipperary. James 
and Bridget migrated to Australia in 1841 on the ship Diamond. Older son 
Daniel also migrated to Australia, where he married Bridget BOHAN. Irish 
Roots First Qtr 2018 n105 p29 (R9/60/04).

• Maurice DEANS is looking for the birth place in Northern Ireland of his gg 
grandfather, Samuel DEAN/DEANS. Samuel married Anna/Ann YOUNG in 
County Tyrone in 1839. Five or six children - Margaret Jane, Sarah, Matilda, 
James, Mary and perhaps John - were born before Samuel sailed from the 
UK in 1853 bound for Geelong/Corio Bay in Victoria. Irish Roots First Qtr 
2018 n105 p28 (R9/60/04).

• Jennifer HARRISON: “Australian-Irish Locations”. Irish Roots First Qtr 2018 
n105 p26 (R9/60/04).

• Clara HOYNE: “‘Thanks Be To The Turf For The Tractor’ - the role of turf in the 
local economy of West Clare”. The Other Clare 2017 v41 p38 (RMu9/60/02).
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• James G RYAN: “Tracing Your….Offaly Ancestors”. 
Irish Roots First Qtr 2018 n105 p10 (R9/60/04).

• Julie STEARMAN is searching for the birth record 
of her great grandfather Samuel FITZSIMMONS, 
thought to have been born on 12 Apr 1859 in 
Ireland. His parents were William FITZSIMONS 
and Martha Jane DEPOT. Samuel arrived in 
Australia on SS Belgravia in 1884, married in NSW 
in 1887 where three children were born, and died 
there in 1930. Irish Roots First Qtr 2018 n105 p28 
(R9/60/04).

• The theme in the April 2018 issue of The Septs is 
church records, including articles on “The Key to the Door: Understanding 
Irish Parishes” and “Presbyterians in Ireland: a Guide to Denominations and 
Congregational Records”. The Septs Apr 2018 v39 n2 (e-journal).

SCOTLAND
• William CROMARTY came from South Ronaldsay in Orkney, and married 

Cecilia in 1815. In 1822 William went to NSW, and was followed two years 
later by Cecilia and their two children Elizabeth & William. William Snr was 
later granted land in the Port Stephens area. One of William Snr’s great-
great-great grandchildren, Leslie KILMARTIN, serendipitously met another 
of William Snr’s great-great-great grandchildren Wendy HOLZ, while 
researching William Snr in the Mitchell Library. SIB Folk News Mar 2018 n85 
p23 (e-journal).

• William KEELAN migrated in 1907 from Kirkcudbrightshire to Queensland. 
He enlisted in 1914 as a trooper in the Light Horse and was wounded at 
Gallipoli. William was eventually transferred to the Australian Intermediate 
Depot, 5th Convalescent Depot on Bostall Heath in Plumstead. He was 
run over by a car and killed in November 1915 while walking to see his 
wife Elizabeth Copland McCLOSKRIE whom he had married in Scotland 
the previous month. Woolwich and District FHSJ Dec 2017 n3138 p18 
(NKe9/60/04).

• John McLINDEN (or McLYNDON), a weaver, pleaded guilty to murdering 
Robert GILFILLAN during a drunken brawl on the streets of Girvan and was 
transported to Australia in 1832 on the Isabella. John died in hospital and 
was buried at Windsor NSW in 1833. Suffolk Roots Jun 2016 v42 n1 p10 
(e-journal).

• June WIGGINS: Meeting report: “What Our Ancestors Ate”. Troon @ Ayrshire 
FHSJ Autumn 2017 n82 p3 (e-journal).

Society Education and Social Activities
July to September 2018

Unless otherwise stated, all activities are held in the HAGSOC Education Room at the 
Cook Community Hub. Bookings not required for Monthly meetings, Special Interest 
Group meetings (open only to members), or User Group meetings (open to non-
HAGSOC members).
Education Sessions – Bookings are required for all Education and Events. Courses, 
Workshops and Seminars are listed in the President’s Newsletter, in the Library, and on 
our webpage www.familyhistoryact.org.au. For courses requiring payment, please register 
and pay for these events on our webpage, or at the Library. For any last minute changes 
please check the Events and Courses pages on our website www.familyhistoryact.org.au. 
Write to registration@familyhistoryact.org.au for course or general queries.

JULY 2018
1 Sun 2pm to 4.30pm: Family History for Beginners Course 3. Covering 

12 topics in 6 weeks, this course aims to get beginners on the right path to 
successful family history research. All sessions held in the Education Room. 
Registration is for the entire course, not individual sessions.

3 Tue 7pm: Monthly Meeting. Christine Fernon will talk about a project 
tracing the lives of all the people who sailed on the First Three 
Fleets, and how their families fared in the colonies. Their website is 
http://ncb.anu.edu.au/first-three-fleets

6 Fri 9.30am to 11.30am: Reunion & Mac Support Users Group (convenor 
Danny O’Neill) meets on the first Friday of every month (except January) in 
the Education Room. Contact Danny 60done@gmail.com

8 Sun 2pm to 4.30pm: Family History for Beginners Course 4. Covering 
12 topics in 6 weeks, this course aims to get beginners on the right path to 
successful family history research. All sessions held in the Education Room. 
Registration is for the entire course, not individual sessions.

11 Wed 1pm to 3pm change of time this month only: South of England 
Special Interest Group (convenor Dick Stevens). We meet on the second 
Wednesday of every odd month (except January) in the Education Room. The 
South-of-England Special Interest Group is open to all members who have 
either an ancestor or an interest in the following English counties: Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire, Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Gloucester, Hampshire (incl. 
Isle of Wight), Oxfordshire, Scilly & Channel Islands, Somerset, Sussex, 
Wiltshire, Surrey and Kent (the latter two counties comprise only those parts 
not known as Greater London-covered by the London SIG).

12 Thu 10am to 12 noon: Family Tree Maker (FTM) Users Group (convenor 
Barbara Broad) meets on second Thursday of each month (except January) 
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in the Education Room. This session will follow-up charts. Contact Barbara 
jbjbroad@bigpond.com or come along to any meeting.

14 Sat 9.30am to 11.30am: Irish Special Interest Group (convenor Barbara 
Moore). “Presentations by two members”. There are six meetings per year, 
held on the first Saturday of February, then the second Saturday of March, 
May, July, September and November, in the Education Room. Contact 
Barbara bmoore123@iinet.net.au

14 Sat 12.30pm to 2pm: DNA Special Interest Group (convenors Elizabeth 
Hannan and Marilyn Woodward) meets on the second Saturday of every 
odd month (except January) in the Education Room. This month is an 
entirely Question and Answer Session: for Beginners to Experts - bring your 
DNA questions and problems to discuss with the group. All welcome! This 
group will meet after the Irish SIG following a lunch break, so bring a lunch 
if also attending the Irish SIG. Please come along if you can, but for room 
setup purposes send an email to dna.sig@familyhistoryact.org.au

15 Sun 2pm to 4.20pm: Family History for Beginners Course 5. Covering 
12 topics in 6 weeks, this course aims to get beginners on the right path to 
successful family history research. All sessions held in the Education Room. 
Registration is for the entire course, not individual sessions.

19 Thu 10am to 12 noon: Legacy Users Group (convenor Julie Hesse) meets 
on the third Thursday of each month in the Education room. Contact Julie 
bnjhesse@grapevine.com.au. 

19 Thu 7.30pm to 9.30pm: East Anglia Special Interest Group (convenor 
June Penny) meets on the third Thursday of the month in January, April, July 
and October.

21 Sat 10am to 12.30pm: Writers Special Interest Group (convenor Gina 
Tooke) meets on the third Saturday of every month except January and 
December in the Education Room. COPYRIGHT: Are you using documents, 
photographs and material that is subject to copyright? Make sure you stay on 
the right side of Copyright Law. Join Jennifer Barnes as she steps us through 
the basics of copyright. All members welcome. For room setup purposes 
email Gina writers_sig@familyhistoryact.org.au if you are attending.

22 Sun 10am to 12.30pm: Family History for Beginners Course 6. Covering 
12 topics in 6 weeks, this course aims to get beginners on the right path to 
successful family history research. All sessions held in the Education Room. 
Note that for this day only, the course will be held in the morning.

22 Sun 2pm to 4pm: Early Australia Special Interest Group (convenor 
Pauline Ramage) meets on the fourth Sunday of every odd month in the 
Education Room. 

23 Mon 10am to 1pm: Practical Procedures in the Library – Education 
Session. Making best use of the HAGSOC Library with Jeanette Hahn. 
These sessions are not just for those new to the Library but for anyone 

wishing to improve their knowledge and make the most of our own really 
fabulous resource. Bookings are required. Four places available per session 
as we will be using the computers in each room. Register at HAGSOC 
Library - 6251 7004 in the designated folder.

31 Tue 10am to 12noon: Morning Tea Chats … at Pauline’s Parlour: 
Education Session. Having a problem with your research, or not sure 
where to start? Come along to our round table chats, over a cup of tea to 
discuss your problem. You may also just like to come along and join in the 
discussions on various topics. We meet on the last Tuesday of each month. 
No bookings required. Contact Pauline paulineramage@netspace.net.au

AUGUST 2018
1 Wed 7.30pm to 9.30pm: The Master Genealogist (TMG) User Group 

(convenor Allyson Luders). We meet on the first Wednesday of each even 
month in the Library. Contact Allyson at allysonluders@gmail.com

2 Thu 7.30pm to 9.30pm: Scottish Special Interest Group (convenor Robert 
Forrester) meets on the first Thursday of every even month in the Education 
Room. All members welcome, especially those with Scottish ancestry.

3 Fri 9.30am to 11.30am: Reunion & Mac Support Users Group (convenor 
Danny O’Neill) meets on the first Friday of every month except Jan in the 
Education Room. Contact Danny 60done@gmail.com

3 Fri 12.30pm to 2.30pm: Digital Assets Management Special Interest 
Group (Convenor Danny O’Neill) Meeting based on the collaborative model 
with discussion and support to members wanting to explore how to manage 
their computer files, photos, documents and the like on all platforms, for our 
precious assets in digital form.

7 Tue 7pm to 8.30pm: Monthly Meeting. Malcolm Allbrook, Director of 
National Dictionary of Biography will speak on his work on indigenous 
genealogy. Malcolm Allbrook’s research interests include: Australian history, 
Colonial and transnational histories in the Indian Ocean region; Indigenous 
histories, biography and life writing. 

8 Wed 7.30pm to 9.30pm: Convict Special Interest Group (convenor 
Michele Rainger) meets on the second Wednesday of each even month in 
the Education Room. For more information please contact Michele Rainger 
Convenor of the Convict SIG at michelerainger@gmail.com

9 Thu 10am to 12 noon: Family Tree Maker (FTM) Users Group (convenor 
Barbara Broad) meets on the second Thursday of each month (except Jan) 
in the Education Room. Contact Barbara jbjbroad@bigpond.com or come 
along to any meeting.

9 Thu 7.30pm to 9.30pm: North of England Special Interest Group 
(convenor Peter Procter and Tom Bellas) meets on the second Thursday in 
February, May, August and November in the Library. 



106 107The Ancestral Searcher Vol. 41 No. 2 The Ancestral Searcher Vol. 41 No. 2

16 Thu 10am to 12 noon: Legacy Users Group (convenor Julie Hesse) meets 
on the third Thursday of each month in the Education room. Contact Julie 
bnjhesse@grapevine.com.au.

16 Thu 8pm: Heraldry Special Interest Group (convenor Niel Gunson) meets 
on the third Thursday every even month except Dec. For details and venue, 
contact Niel on 6248 0971.

18 Sat 9.30am to 12.30pm: Writers Special Interest Group (convenor Gina 
Tooke) meets on the third Saturday of every month (except January and 
December) in the Education Room. The topic for each meeting is advertised 
in the calendar of events on the website and in the President’s monthly 
newsletter. Contact Gina 02 6231 9866 writers_sig@familyhistoryact.org.au

23 Thu 7.30pm to 9.30pm: London Special Interest Group (convenor Jeanette 
Hahn) meets on the fourth Thursday of each even-numbered month (except 
December) in the Education Room. For future presentations check out 
our Events page at http://familyhistoryact.org.au or contact Jeanette on 
6288 8126.

25 Sat 9.30am to 11.30am: Continental Special Interest Group (convenor 
Raoul Middelmann) meets in the Library on the fourth Saturday of every 
even-numbered month (except December). 

27 Mon 10am to 1pm: Practical Procedures in the Library. Making best use 
of the HAGSOC Library with Jeanette Hahn. These sessions are not just for 
those new to the Library but for anyone wishing to improve their knowledge 
and make the most of our own really fabulous resource. Bookings are 
required. Four places available per session as we will be using the computers 
in each room. Register at HAGSOC Library - 6251 7004 in the designated 
folder.

28 Tue 10am to 12noon: Morning Tea Chats … at Pauline’s Parlour. Having 
a problem with your research, or not sure where to start? Come along to 
our round table chats, over a cup of tea, to discuss your problem. You may 
also just like to come along and join in the discussions on various topics. 
We meet on the last Tuesday of each month in the Library. No bookings 
required. Contact Pauline paulineramage@netspace.net.au

SEPTEMBER 2018
4 Tue 7pm to 8.30pm: Monthly Meeting. Eunice Fletcher Memorial lecture. 

Details to be advised. Check the website or newsletters for information 
closer to the date.

7 Fri 9.30am to 11.30am: Reunion & Mac Support Users Group (convenor 
Danny O’Neill) meets on the first Friday of every month (except January) in 
the Education Room. Contact Danny 60done@gmail.com

8 Sat 9.30am to 11.30am: Irish Special Interest Group (convenor Barbara 
Moore). There are six meetings per year, held on the first Saturday of February, 

then the second Saturday of March, May, July, September and November in 
the Education Room. Contact Barbara bmoore123@iinet.net.au

8 Sat 12.30pm to 2pm: DNA Special Interest Group (convenors Elizabeth 
Hannan and Marilyn Woodward) meets on the second Saturday of every 
odd month (except January) in the Education Room. The group meets after 
the Irish SIG following a lunch break, so bring a lunch if also attending the 
Irish SIG. Please come along if you can, but for room setup purposes please 
send an email to dna.sig@familyhistoryact.org.au

12 Wed 7.30pm to 9.30pm: South of England Special Interest Group 
(convenor Dick Stevens) meets on the second Wednesday of every odd 
month (except January) in the Education Room. The South of England 
Special Interest Group is open to all members who have either an ancestor 
or an interest in the following English counties: Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Gloucester, Hampshire (incl. Isle of Wight), 
Oxfordshire, Scilly & Channel Islands, Somerset, Sussex, Wiltshire, Surrey 
and Kent (the latter two counties comprise only those parts not known as 
Greater London-covered by the London SIG).

13 Thu 10am to 12 noon: Family Tree Maker (FTM) Users Group (convenor 
Barbara Broad) meets on the second Thursday of each month (except 
January) in the Education Room. Contact Barbara jbjbroad@bigpond.com 
or come along to any meeting.

15 Sat 10am to 12.30pm: Writers Special Interest Group (convenor Gina Tooke) 
meets on the third Saturday of every month (except January and December) 
in the Education Room. Contact Gina on writers_sig@familyhistoryact.org.au

20 Thu 10am to 12 noon: Legacy Users Group (convenor Julie Hesse) meets 
on the third Thursday of each month in the Education room. Contact Julie 
bnjhesse@grapevine.com.au

23 Sun 2pm to 4pm: Early Australia Special Interest Group (convenor 
Pauline Ramage) meet on the fourth Sunday of every odd month in the 
Education Room. New Members welcome.

24 Mon 10am to 1pm: Practical Procedures in the Library. Making best 
use of the HAGSOC Library with Jeanette Hahn. These sessions are 
not just for those new to the Library but for anyone wishing to improve 
their knowledge and make the most of our own really fabulous resource. 
Bookings are required. Four places available per session as we will be using 
the computers in each room. Register at HAGSOC Library - 6251 7004 in 
the designated folder.

25 Tue 10am to 12noon: Morning Tea Chats … at Pauline’s Parlour. Having 
a problem with your research, or not sure where to start? Come along to 
our round table chats, over a cup of tea to discuss your problem. You may 
also just like to come along and join in the discussions on various topics. 
We meet on the last Tuesday of each month in the Library. No bookings 
required. Contact Pauline paulineramage@netspace.net.au.
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Photocopies
A4 25c

Microform Prints
A4 45c

GRO Certificate Service
$18 members
$23 non-members

Translation Service
Translations available for the following. 
languages:
English handwriting c. 1600, Estonian, 
French, German, Greek, Hungarian, 
Icelandic, Italian, Latin, Norwegian, 
Polish, Welsh, Yiddish.
Prices: A $10 fee for assessment of 
the material is non-refundable. Prices  
vary according to language and are  
charged per 100 words or part thereof. 
Further details in Library or from the 
secretary@familyhistoryact.org.au

LDS Film Viewing
The HAGSOC library is registered 
as a Library Affiliate with the LDS 
FamilySearch Organisation. This 
enables members using the HAGSOC 
library access to the approximately 
25% of digital records held by LDS 
that have restricted access imposed 
by copyright holders.

Discounts
Financial members receive a 10% 
discount when purchasing HAGSOC 
publications.
Further details in Library

Research Advice
The Society’s Research Officer offers 
a free service to members, for those 
facing a “brick wall” in their research. 
This is a mail-only service. Please post 
or email your query to the secretary.

Research Service (not currently offered)

Readers' queries
Members may submit queries for 
inclusion in The Ancestral Searcher free 
of charge. Non-members $27.50.
Contact: editor@familyhistoryact.org.au

Services for Members

Notice to 
Contributors

The copy deadline for contributions to 
The Ancestral Searcher is the 5th of 
the month prior to publication.
The journal is published quarterly 
in March, June, September and 
December.
The Editor welcomes articles, letters, 
news and items of interest on any 
subject pertaining to family and local 
history.
Digital text files in either MS Word or 
plain text are preferred. Article length 
should be no more than 2000 words, 
600-1500 words, with one or two 
quality images is ideal.
Digital images should be provided as 
greyscale 300 dpi tiff or jpeg images.
The Editor reserves the right, without 
exception, to edit all articles and 
include or omit images as appropriate.
Authors can assist by providing 
contact details and your HAGSOC 
membership number; using spelling 
as accepted by The Macquarie 
Dictionary; formatting dates to ‘1 
July 1899’; ship names should be 
italicised; and family names should 
be formatted as ALL CAPITALS. 
Submissions and questions to: 
editor@familyhistoryact.org.au.

Copy for advertising and contributions is required by the first day of the month preceding the 
month of publication.  Advertising in the journal:
 Full page for four consecutive issues $330; half page for four consecutive issues $175;
 Full page for one issue $110; half page for one issue $60.
Advertising in non-consecutive issues is charged at the single issue rate. 10% discount is available 
to advertisers who are members of the Society. 
Advertising in the form of flyers can be included with the journal posting. These are to be 
supplied by the advertiser folded to A5 or smaller in size, cost for A5 20c, A4 30c and A3 or 
larger 50c per insert.
Readers’ Queries up to 60 words: members, no charge; non-members $35.00.
 Payment is required at the time of submission. All prices include GST

© 2018 The Heraldry & Genealogy Society of Canberra Inc.

 Typographic design and layout: Rosemary McKenzie, Canberra ACT Printing: Bytes ‘n Colours, Braddon ACT

Monthly general meetings are held beginning at 7.00pm in the HAGSOC Education Room, 
Templeton Street, Cook, ACT on the first Tuesday of each month, except January. The Annual 
General Meeting is held on the first Tuesday of November. Notices of special meetings, 
and social gatherings are advertised in this journal as appropriate.

Unit 7, 41 Templeton Street, Cook  — 02 6251 7004

 Opening hours:  Tuesday 11.00 am  —  2.00 pm
   Wednesday 10.00 am  —  3.30 pm
   Thursday 11.00 am  —  2.00 pm
   Saturday 2.00 pm  —  5.00  pm
   Sunday 2.00 pm  —   5.00  pm 

The Library is CLOSED on all Public Holidays
Reader's Access Ticket for non-members: $10 for one day, $20 one week, $30 one month.

The Ancestral Searcher is the official journal of the Heraldry & Genealogy Society of  Canberra Inc. 
The journal is published quarterly and available without charge to financial members of the Society 
and affiliated bodies. Kindred Societies can receive the journal on an exchange basis. Back copies are 
available for current year and previous two years at $5.00 each. Earlier issues are $3.00 each or $5.00 
for a yearly bundle of 4 issues (price includes postage within Australia).
Reproduction without permission is not permitted. The views expressed in the items in the journal are 
those of the authors’ and not necessarily those of the Society, and the Society cannot vouch for the 
authenticity of advertisements appearing in the journal.
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SOCIETY MEETINGS

Membership begins from the date the member joins and will expire either one or two years later 
at the end of the month in which the member joined. New members, or members who have 
lapsed for more than 12 months, are required to pay a joining fee.  Joint membership is available 
for additional members at the same address. The Pensioner concession is available to Australian 
residents who hold a current CRN or DVA card. Amounts are shown for one year.
 Individual $ 75.00 Joining Fee $ 20.00
 Joint $ 110.00 Journal Only – Australia $ 35.00
 Individual – Pensioner $ 70.00 Journal Only – Overseas $ 45.00
 Joint – Pensioner $ 100.00  All prices include GST
Membership forms are available on the website, at the HAGSOC Library or can be posted on request.
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