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Society Reports, News and Information
Members’ Meetings
George Wood, “Shipyards, ships and crews: Aberdeen legacy, or lack of it”
17th February 2018
George Wood (ANESFHS no. 13758) is a volunteer at King Street and at Aberdeen’s
Maritime Museum, and is an active member of the Torry Heritage Group. He started his
engineering apprenticeship in 1956 at Hall, Russell and qualified in 1965 as a marine
engineer.  Most of his illustrated talk was based on records from Aberdeen City Archives.
From the 1860s, there were shipyards all round Aberdeen harbour.  The main yards at that
time were Alexander Hall; Duthies; Walter Hood; Humphreys; and Hall, Russell.
Between 1800 and 1990 there were 41 shipyards, and from 1880 until 1990 over 3,000
ships were built there.  The earliest ship built in Aberdeen and recorded in the City
Archives was the Bon Accord, in 1606.  The last vessel to be built was the St Helena by
Hall, Russell in 1990.  This was a cargo, passenger and Royal Mail ship, which served the
island of St Helena until 18th February 2018.
The oldest surviving Aberdeen-built ship is the Elissa, a square-rigger, built in 1877 in
Alexander Hall’s yard.  She was rebuilt and now sails out of Galveston.  Other survivors
include the Explorer, a steam trawler at Leith (Alexander Hall), built 1955; Walanka, a
yacht in the Mediterranean (Hall, Russell), 1963; Columba, a CalMac ferry (Hall, Russell),
1964; Malcolm Miller, a sail training ship (John Lewis), 1967; and the Ardrossan, a
coastal tanker (Hall, Russell) 1968.
Shipyards were part of the community, and the workers were well paid. Nepotism ruled,
so, if a father was employed there, his sons were sure to be taken on.  Three generations of
George’s family worked in the shipyards. His grandfather, John Bain Simpson, born in
1868 in Cotton Street, was on the SS Wyndhurst, built in John Lewis’s yard and completed
in September 1917. She was torpedoed and sunk in December 1917, and John drowned.
His name is on the Mercantile Marine and Fishing Fleet Memorial in Tower Hill, London.
First and Second World War dead are listed under the names of the ships in which they
died; 50,700 sailors died, and over 30,000 are listed.  Mercantile Marine sailors had no
pensions to go to their families, and their pay was stopped at the time their ship sank.
Alexander Hall’s shipyard was established in Fittie (Footdee) in 1790.  His home was also
there.  The shipbuilding community was quite paternalistic, and religious services for the
workers were held. Everything was made or built on the premises: for example, there
were cabinet-makers, rope-makers, carvers for figureheads. Wooden beams for ships were
soaked in salt water to deter rot.
The launching of the ships were important occasions with invited guests.  Sometimes ships
did not slide down the slip smoothly, but the use of whale oil to grease the slip was not
allowed.  In 1910, the Intaba, a passenger and cargo steamer, built by Alexander Hall for
John T. Rennie, took 45 minutes to launch on the slip.  The Rennie Line steamers had Zulu
names all starting with the letter I.  In 1949, Dame Caroline Haslett (b. 1895) launched a
ship named after herself.  This was quite unusual, as was she herself: in the First World
War, she joined the Cochran Boiler Company and acquired basic electrical engineering
training. She went on to become a pioneer for women in electrical engineering.

Society Reports, News and Information



May 2018 Aberdeen & NE Scotland FHS Page 3

Maritime disasters occurred again and again.  They were often due to human error.  Ships
would be travelling from A to B and would disappear completely.
The Kinclaven was a line boat whose crew disappeared off the Faroe Islands in 1941
during the Second World War, believed due to enemy action. She sank with the loss of all
ten crew members.  The St Sunniva was requisitioned by the Admiralty in the Second
World War and converted to a convoy rescue ship.  She disappeared without trace, and all
crew were lost when accompanying a transatlantic convoy in 1943.  It was presumed that
the mast and rigging had become encrusted with ice, and she turned turtle.
The trawler Regina, while bunkering in Tayport harbour in 1920, was hit by coal wagons
which burst through barriers and landed on the trawler. She was badly damaged but did
not sink.  The Darra, built by Alexander Hall in 1865, sailed to Australia in 1874 with
emigrants.  In 1899 in Sydney Harbour, she was gutted by fire.  She was then taken to
New Zealand, refitted and towed to Lyttelton, where she was put into service as a coal
hulk.  A community of hulk-keepers lived aboard the hulks with their families.  J. T.
Barnes was keeper of the Darra, and he lived on the hulk with his wife and children for
many years in comfortable conditions.  She was spruced up in 1950 for Canterbury’s
Centennial celebrations.
The building of trawlers was a staple production for the shipyards.  Twelve trawlers built
by Hall, Russell and purchased by an Argentinian fishing company were named Uno, Dos
and so on.  Crews from Aberdeen delivered the ships to Argentina in 1907.
By 1917–18 there was a shortage of steel, and Aberdeen Concrete Shipbuilding Co. Ltd
made the decision to build ships of concrete.  The Cretetree, a concrete barge, was built by
this company in 1919.  In 1955, she was taken as a hulk to the island of Scalpay in the
Outer Hebrides to serve as a store for fishing gear and is now a pier at Scalpay.
The Eva, a steel fishing boat built by Alexander Hall in 1893, was built, owned and
crewed in Torry.  They sailed to Iceland for fishing, which required 40 tons of coal for the
boilers.  It took four and a half days to sail back to Aberdeen with 53 score of halibut,
which were sold for £82 – and this was judged a success.  Other ships then followed.
The Recruit was a wooden schooner built by Alexander Hall in 1857 and registered in
Peterhead.  In 1865, she left Lossiemouth for Shetland.  The ship’s boats were found
smashed on Northmavine, Shetland, and it was believed that the crew had perished.  Five
months later, a letter arrived from Nova Scotia from members of the crew, who had been
picked up by a Norwegian vessel.
The Cairnbulg, an iron ship built by Duthie in 1874, was sold to Norwegians to be a bulk
carrier.  In 1907, she was loaded with coal in Newcastle, NSW, to go to Europe via the
Panama Canal.  She was becalmed in the Pacific for five months.  The crew, out of food,
set off in two lifeboats; one was picked up at sea, and the other landed in the Galapagos.
George rounded off his presentation by considering what legacy we should leave of the
shipbuilding industry.  He provided two very different examples.  There is the Queen
Mary in Long Beach, California, where she is used as a tourist attraction with a museum,
restaurants and a hotel.  The second example was the paddle ship Waverley, which is still
sailing today and takes passengers on excursions between April and October.
kitcorall@gmail.com Kit Corall No. 1000
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Moray/Banff Group Report
At our January meeting, the focus was on Emigration, making use of websites which give
passenger lists enabling us to check on individuals and families who emigrated, and using
the Canadian and US censuses which are available online to follow these people up.
Websites such as that of the Families in British India Society, and the National Library of
Australia’s Trove, are a great resource too.
In February, our subject was “A Look at Other Records”, when we investigated a wide
range of less well-known websites and also exchanged ideas about often overlooked
resources such as records from newspapers, schools, apprenticeships, sasines, estates,
courts, slave owners and many others. We also felt it important to remind ourselves that
not everything is online and that we should still visit archives, libraries and museums.
Our March meeting saw us rummaging through old newspapers, both online and as
published transcriptions, together with some interesting articles which members had
brought along. So often, you can find in a newspaper information that is not available
anywhere else and which can really “put flesh on the bones”.
Meetings have continued to be very well attended, with around 25 members each month,
sometimes rising to over 30 for a particularly popular subject.  We have even had to resort
to rearranging our seating in order to accommodate everyone comfortably!
moray.banff@anesfhs.org.uk Mary Evans No. 1975

—oOo—

Glasgow Group Meeting
Michelle Leonard, “Using DNA to solve family-tree mysteries”
10th February 2018
The first meeting of 2018 saw 60 members gather to hear an interesting talk by Michelle
Leonard, genealogist and “DNA Detective”. She began by describing the Fromelles
Genealogy Project with which she had been involved, telling how 151 of 250 soldiers
found in a mass grave from the First World War had been identified with the help of DNA.
Michelle described the different types of DNA test, where you could get tested, and the
advantages and limitations of each method. She recommended testing older generations
where possible and the importance of having your results in the major databases.  She then
gave examples of some mysteries she had solved in her own family tree using DNA in
conjunction with more “traditional” research.
A good number of those present had already taken a DNA test or were considering it, so
there were many questions for the speaker at the end. A useful hand-out produced by
Michelle for the meeting can be found at https://goo.gl/HS3SfJ.
We hope this Journal reaches you before our next Glasgow Group meeting on 12th May.
At our annual Members’ Day, we’ll try our best at “Dating Old Photographs”, inspired by
the talk in October of which a report appears in Journal 145 (November 2017, pp. 9–10).
Everyone is welcome to all our meetings.  Bring along your old photographs, and enjoy an
informal quiz afterwards on family-history topics.

Graham Robertson No. 11685
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Edinburgh Group Meetings
Mary Evans, “Tackling your brick wall”
20th January 2018
Mary Evans, convener of our Moray/Banff Group, is a very accomplished genealogist and
speaker.  After 40 years of research, she still has many brick walls in her family history.
This has caused plenty of lateral thinking in trying to overcome them!  In just an hour, she
treated us to a rich combination of three of her popular talks, with three main messages.
First, learn to love your brick wall and treat it as a learning experience.  Are you looking in
the right place, or for ways round the problem?  If your ancestors have left you wrong
information, you need to look with fresh eyes.  New resources are becoming available all
the time.  Widen your horizons, and look beyond how you were tackling the problem.  If
no B/M/D information can be found, is there a will that might name relatives?
Second, it’s not where you look, it’s how you use the evidence you find – or the lack of it.
Interpret in the light of the times, not the present day.
Third, don’t believe all you read or hear!  Is there a hole in your brick wall that you could
crawl through?  Family stories are a frequent source of misinformation that can create a
brick wall.  Are you looking for the correct version of a name?  Did someone use their
middle name or a nickname, or change their name?  Could there be a mistranscription or a
mis-indexing?  Does one of the censuses contain a nugget of truth missing from all others?
It’s always worth trying an Internet search, as new material is continually appearing.  Talk
to others to gain new ideas and new ways to tackle problems.

Ray McAleese, “The Old Aberdeen Bedesmen, 1531–1988”
7th April 2018
Ray is Professor Emeritus in the universities of Aberdeen and Heriot-Watt, with a range of
specialist interests which he has researched in great depth.  This talk, subtitled “Charity,
the Church and Civic Response to Poverty”, drew a pleasing turnout from unexpectedly
far afield to enjoy a magnificently well-illustrated and accessible presentation, complete
with handouts and a “short” bibliography that gave much food for further thought.
“Bede” and its variant spellings mean prayer or devotion.  In 1531, King James V signed a
charter for 12 bedesmen to live together and receive charity to relieve their poverty in
exchange for daily devotions for the souls of their sponsors.  To this end, Bishop Gavin
Dunbar founded his Hospital in the 1530s near St Machar’s Cathedral in Old Aberdeen.
The Bedehouse moved in 1789 to Don Street.  By the 19th century, the house was privately
owned, and from 1830/40 the Bedesmen lived in the community.  In 1922, Queen Mary
met the blue-gowned Bedesmen when she opened the Rowett Research Institute.  The last
Bedesman died in 1988, but to name him might reawaken the stigma of receiving charity.
St Machar’s has some of the Bedehouse Archives, but in an Inverurie solicitor’s office
Ray found much more in a box of seals – now under proper care at Aberdeen University.
For more on the fascinating subject of Bedesmen, just look up the Internet.
edinburgh@anesfhs.org.uk Ivor Normand No. 4161
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Chairman’s Report
While 2017 was devoted to a big fundraising effort, 2018 has marked the start of the long-
planned refurbishment of our premises at King Street.  The main aim of this is to make the
Centre more accessible to those of us with mobility problems.  We have made a start by
installing a stairlift down to the basement library. The next phase will be to to improve
wheelchair access with a ramp across the different levels on the ground floor, and creation
of a wheelchair-friendly toilet. Less visible to the members will be the investment to
modernise our obsolescent IT system.
As we move into the summer months, I would like to welcome the overseas vistors who
plan to make use of our resources and expertise.
chairman@anesfhs.org.uk Stuart Petrie No. 15075

—oOo—

Membership Alert Brief: GDPR
As you’ll be aware by now, our membership system has changed from annual payment of
all subscriptions by the end of December to one which offers an annual subscription from
the time of joining.  Therefore a statement of details now goes out with every Journal.
This statement may or may not be a renewal notice. There has been some confusion this
past year, with a few members paying twice for their annual subscription. Please read
carefully and check the expiry date given on the statement notice.
Updated and strengthened General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) are coming into
force at the end of May 2018 and require compliance by all organisations who hold any
personal data, whether digitally or on paper. This includes ANESFHS. The GDPR
ensures we maintain security and accuracy of data, only hold for as long as necessary, and
protect your rights as members of the Society. Our policies regarding personal data will
be updated, and a named person will be appointed to oversee and maintain compliance.
More details to follow …
maria.cameron@anesfhs.org.uk J Maria Cameron (Treasurer)
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Library Report, May 2018
The ANESFHS Library is a valuable resource for anyone researching their family history.
The information contained in the Library can help you to fill out the background to your
ancestors’ lives, giving you a better picture of what life was like for them and what was
happening, both locally and further afield, that might have affected them in their daily
lives.  According to one of the Aberdeen City archivists, it’s the best genealogical library
he has ever seen.  It’s a great place for browsing.  If you live too far away to visit, you still
have access to the resources through our Research team, who make full use of the Library
in answering your research queries.  There’s a lot of material on the Internet, but it’s only
a fraction of what’s available in print, especially as regards local material.
The Library is situated in the basement areas of three adjoining properties.  We have now
installed a stairlift from the ground floor of the Research Centre to the Library.  This is not
disabled access, but it does make it easier for those of our members and volunteers who
find the stairs difficult, and who might otherwise have hesitated to go down to the Library.
Around the Library, handouts explain the layout and where to find the subjects you’re
interested in.  The catalogue can be accessed from all computers in the research area
upstairs.  Keep your search simple – one word, or two joined by AND, should find the
books or other resources you need.
We’ve recently acquired two new books. The Aberdeen Line, by Peter H. King (History
Press, ISBN 9780750978514, cost £25), is a beautifully illustrated and well-researched
book about the shipping company founded in Aberdeen in 1825 by George Thompson Jnr.
Perhaps the Company’s best-known ship was the clipper Thermopylae.
The Carved Stones of the Royal Burgh of Banff, by Charles J. Burnett and Henry J. L.
Mantell, is published by the Banff Preservation and Heritage Society (ISBN 978123123,
cost £10).  Architecturally, the town of Banff has many interesting 17th-century buildings,
but it was also a fashionable 18th-century resort, and has some particularly fine buildings
from that period.  The authors record the carved stones on the buildings, with an image
and a description of each stone.
If you have any queries about the Library and its resources, just e-mail and we’ll be
delighted to help.
library@anesfhs.org.uk Margie Mellis No. 2090

—oOo—

Publications List Update
Local History: People and Places
LP210 Fyvie Memorials 2: Fyvie Cemetery newest section

(1875–2017); Clovery Woods of Rest.  H Taylor.
£6.99 130gms

LP211 Companion to the Standing Stones: profiles of notable people
from Keith & District. Keith & District Heritage Group.

£6.00 400gms

LT240 Story of Ballater: from Royal Tullich to Royal Deeside.
S Sedgwick.  5th edn.

£5.99 110gms

LT257 Old Howe of Alford: Collection of old photographs.
L & M Dey; P Dukes.

£10.00 190gms

jean.shirer@anesfhs.org.uk Jean Shirer  No. 14
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ANESFHS Annual General Meeting, 17th March 2018
The Minutes of the 2017 AGM were proposed by Jean Shirer and Maria Cameron, and
accepted as a true report by the Meeting.
Chairman’s Report – Stuart Petrie, the Chairman, welcomed members. He said that 2018
had been very busy and most successful. The Granite Roots Appeal had been greatly
increased by a bequest from a member, and now stood at around £80,000. This will allow
us to forward the plan for refurbishment at 158–160 King Street, making the premises
easier for disabled persons, with a ramp and new toilet. A chair lift had already been
installed on the stairs leading down to the library. This work should be complete by the
end of the year. There are ample funds for the upgrade of our IT system, and we are
grateful to member Dave Anderson for designing the new structure, which will allow
others to maintain it. The website has been updated and upgraded to allow more data to be
available to members elsewhere in the UK and abroad. In this regard, we have to take on
board new Data Protection Laws. Our thanks to John Urie, who has kept a careful eye on
purchases and bills and has managed to keep expenditure to the minimum while
maintaining quality. The Graveyard Outing is to be revived, and on 2nd June members are
invited to Forgue Churchyard.
Treasurer’s Report – Maria Cameron, the Treasurer, said that she was pleased with the
present accounts, which show a healthy balance. Much of this is down to our Granite
Roots Appeal to members, who responded with very generous donations, plus a substantial
legacy from the estate of a deceased member. The Appeal is primarily for the IT upgrade,
with significant refurbishment of the King Street Centre. Even without the Granite Roots
account, we have stayed in the black. Some costs have increased, but only marginally.
Overall expenditure is down on last year, and we have paid closer attention to cost-cutting
– no small thanks to John Urie, who has been diligent in his procurement of materials and
services at lower costs.  A big thank-you to Jean Shirer for putting up with Committee
constraints on book purchases. As in previous years, our membership has dropped, but
there are signs in 2018 of a halt in the decline. This may be due to a change from the set
membership renewal date (December) to a more flexible approach, as well as ease of
joining through the website. To round up, Maria thanked Andy Horne, Bill Rodger and
Ronald Leith for their work and support throughout the year.
Secretary’s Report – Ronald Leith, the Secretary, recalled the founding of the Society in
1978, and the early meetings. 2018 sees the 40th anniversary of the Society, and it is
hoped that the City Council will grant us a Civic Reception towards the end of the year.
The Secretary mentioned that of the 83 members first recorded in the Society’s
membership list, some 25 were still members, and three were present at this meeting.
Currently, our membership number stands at just over 22,000, and the intake of new
members amounts to about one new membership per day.
Election to the Board of Trustees – the Chairman indicated that Barbara Lamb was willing
to stand again for another three-year period. She was proposed by Ronald Leith, seconded
by Jean Shirer, and duly appointed to the Board.
AOCB – the research into Broad Street had been seen by the Lord Provost, who had been
very pleased with the result. No date had been set yet for the public display.
The Meeting concluded with a Vote of Thanks to the Chairman.





Page 10 Aberdeen & NE Scotland FHS May 2018

Obituaries
Elizabeth McLean
Elizabeth McLean (no. 2553) died on 20th January at the care home to which she had
moved last year.  She was known as Betty to her family, but her friends in the Society
called her Elizabeth or Liz. She and I were in the same year at the Central School – later
Aberdeen Academy – though I did not know her then. She studied at the College of
Education in Aberdeen and qualified as a primary teacher, then worked in country and
town schools until she retired. Having done her own family history, she then volunteered
at the Society.  She did Centre duty two mornings a week, she did research for out-of-area
members, and she also did tea and biscuits after the Society’s monthly Saturday meetings.
Elizabeth started family history before the digital age, and used the traditional methods of
microfiche and microfilm, consulting books in the Society library, visiting the local library
for newspaper searches, and visiting graveyards and archives.  She did embrace the new
technology but always went back to original sources where possible. Elizabeth had a dry
sense of humour which I enjoyed.  When I last visited her in the care home, she seemed to
be really enjoying the company of the other residents.
research@anesfhs.org.uk Joyce Irvine No. 3537

My Friend Niall
I first met Niall Scott (no. 18402) at 158 King Street,
and was immediately struck by his knowledge of, and
enthusiasm for, all aspects of family history.  We
gradually became friends, and Niall was a great help
in producing a PowerPoint presentation for the
beginners’ classes I was preparing. I realise now that
it must have taken him hours to sort out my stuff into
order.  He was always prepared to set up equipment
for me, to stay for the class or the talk, and to act as
my technical advisor. He was always willing to give
up his spare time to help out.
Although Niall’s main responsibility in King Street was with the technology, he was
always happy to jump in and help if we were short-staffed.
In 2014, I was with him when he was diagnosed with bowel cancer. Typical of Niall,
although shocked, he could still joke that at least, as an ex-smoker, he’d beaten predictions
that he would develop lung cancer.  Admitted to the ARI the day before his 69th birthday,
he underwent a series of major surgical procedures and then endured months of treatments.
After a period at home, he was readmitted and eventually sent to Hamewith care home,
where he died in November – ironically on his 71st birthday. I visited him the day before
he died, and we both laughed when his carer turned out to be related – very distantly – to
my late husband. It’s a small world when you’re involved in genealogy!
Niall was the first to admit that as a young man he’d missed opportunities and made a lot
of mistakes. He battled depression for years. He came from a family of high achievers
and always felt he’d let his family down when he failed to fulfil his potential. He was a
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very private person, but I think he felt at King Street that he’d eventually found a “family”,
and he appreciated the support given to him by our colleagues.
He would have been so pleased by the many people who attended his memorial service at
Mannofield Church. Not only were there relatives and colleagues from Silver Surfers and
ANESFHS, but also friends from Stonehaven who’d attended Mackie Academy with him.
He left his body to medical research, and in March his brother Robin invited me to attend a
memorial service organised by the medical department at King’s College.
ANESFHS has lost a willing and able helper, and many of us have lost a close friend.
Liz.Foubister@anesfhs.org.uk Liz Foubister No. 6129

—oOo—

Granite Roots Update
The Granite Roots Appeal was started in February 2017 to raise funds for improvements to
the Research Centre.  We would like to offer huge thanks to all those who have donated.
The most crucial need is for an overhaul of our IT system.  Our computer system has
grown with the Society, but much of the key equipment is, unfortunately, reaching the end
of its natural life. Before installing new equipment, we strove to streamline all our
existing invoicing / accounting and membership systems.  That process is continuing, and
we are in a good position to progress with the IT infrastructure improvements.
We need new servers to cope with the updated IT requirements, and existing data needs to
be carefully transferred and verified for us to be confident that everything is working.
Our second major goal is to work towards universal access to the Research Centre. For
those of you who haven’t visited us at King Street, the Centre has been adapted from shop
buildings and their cellars. This has presented us with issues, as two steps separate the
buildings. To accommodate wheelchair users and those who have difficulty negotiating
steps, either a ramp or a platform lift will have to be installed.  Options are currently being
investigated. In parallel with the work required to provide access for all visitors, our plan
is to provide a refurbishment of the Research Room that will be undertaken to offer a
modern and fresher look to the facility.  This will include new computer workstations, full
LED lighting, redecoration and recarpeting of the research rooms.
Spring and summer are the busiest times of the year, and many visitors plan their trips to
the Centre in conjunction with holidays, so we need to plan the refurbishment carefully.
The estimated duration for the installation of the IT upgrade and the accessible toilet /
redecoration and refurbishment is a minimum of two weeks and will require the closure of
the Centre to allow the works to be undertaken.  With that in mind, we have decided to
make all the changes in October as, at that time of year, the Centre is normally quieter –
and, importantly, we can give all our members six months’ notice.
November is the 40th anniversary of the founding of the Society, and there is no better way
to celebrate the anniversary than to have refreshed search rooms, accessible to all and with
up-to-date IT systems capable of meeting our future needs.
We thank everyone who has donated – online, by cheque, or placing spare change in the
King Street collection box.  Please consider giving to this worthy cause.

Granite Roots Committee, April 2018
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Roselea House
12 Springbank Terrace, Aberdeen  AB11 6LS

Tel./Fax: 01224 583060
E-mail: CandFMoore@roseleahouse.co.uk

Friendly, family-run, city-centre guest house convenient for bus/railway stations and ferry terminal.
Vegetarian breakfasts available.  TV and tea/coffee-making facilities in all rooms.

A non-smoking establishment.
B&B rates:  Single:  £40.00, en-suite £50.00

Double/Twin:  £30.00 p.p., en-suite £35.00 p.p.
Members of Aberdeen & NE Scotland Family History Society.

A discount of 5% is offered to members, if requested at time of booking.
Visit our website at www.roseleahouse.co.uk

Front-cover image – and plea for information on Bedesmen (see also p. 5)
The Dorcas window is on the north side of the aisle in St Machar.  In the Bible, Acts 9:36–42
says: “At Joppa there was a certain disciple named Tabitha, which is translated Dorcas.  This woman
was full of good works and charitable deeds which she did.” The bottom of the window has these
inscriptions: “MEMORSQUE OMNIPOTENTIS, VERBORUM DOMINI DICENTIS; FRANGE
ESURIENTI PANEM TUUM ET EGENOS VAGOSQUE INDUC IN DOMUM TUAM; VIDERIS
OPERI, CUM NUDUM EUM” (Remember the words of the Almighty; Give thy bread to the hungry
and the needy and bring the wandering into your house; When you see the naked cover them).  The
window, unveiled on 31st August 1947, is by the influential Scottish stained-glass window-maker
Margaret Chilton (1875–1962). The original window, also of Dorcas, was destroyed by a German
bomb on the night of 21st April 1943. There are various initial sketches in the Cathedral’s archives.
Ray McAleese (r.mcaleese@abdn.ac.uk) would like to hear from any members who had relatives who
were Bedesmen and were supported by the Bishop Dunbar Trust. He would particularly like to see
photographs that show known Bedesmen and hear of any stories about Old Aberdeen Bedesmen.

Graveyard Outing 2018
After a number of fallow years, the Society is once more mounting a Graveyard Outing
this summer, this time to the old kirk of Forgue.  Some initial work was done at Forgue
many years ago by the original “Graveyard Gang”, but the plan and transcriptions covered
only the older part of the burial ground.  More recently, we were approached by the
“Friends of Forgue Kirk”, who were keen to see the work completed, and who have
contributed a detailed and accurate plan of the entire kirkyard.
The Outing will take place on Saturday 2nd June, starting at 10:30am.  The “Friends of
Forgue Kirk” have kindly agreed to make available the Session House as a base/shelter –
and, in a departure from previous Outings, we propose that, instead of repairing to a
nearby hostelry after our labours, we make use of these facilities to organise a Picnic Tea
on-site at the end of the day.  And, by a happy accident, the Outing will coincide with a
Garden Open Day at Forgue Manse, just a few minutes’ walk away.
All members are welcome to join in – if you haven’t previously done any graveyard
recording, there will be plenty of “old hands” around to show you how.  It will help with
planning both the MI work and the Picnic Tea if we know how many are coming, so
please either enter your name on the form at King Street, or e-mail a note of your name,
membership number and contact details (e-mail or mobile phone) to:
mis@anesfhs.org.uk Gavin Bell (MI Co-ordinator) No. 4085
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Diary
12th May 2018

ANESFHS Glasgow Group Meeting
Members’ Day: Dating old photographs
2pm, Renfield Saint Stephen’s Church Centre,
260 Bath Street, Glasgow

19th May 2018
ANESFHS Aberdeen Meeting
Irish Research – Now is the Time
Jill Williams, FIGRS
2:30pm, Unitarian Church, Skene Terrace

2nd June 2018
Graveyard Outing to Forgue Kirkyard
10:30am; see website/this Journal/King Street

2nd June 2018
ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group Meeting
Moray Archives
James Nock
2:00pm, Elgin Library, Cooper Park, Elgin

23rd June 2018
23rd Yorkshire Family History Fair
10:00am to 4:30pm
Knavesmire Exhibition Centre
York Racecourse
Over 40 FHSs and County Record Offices
ANESFHS will have a stall

1st September 2018
ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group Meeting
Bring along a brick wall
2:00pm, Elgin Library, Cooper Park, Elgin

8th September 2018
ANESFHS Edinburgh Group Meeting
“See you at the Fair!”  The history of North-
East fairs and shows
Betty Jordan
2pm, Royal Scots Club, 29 Abercromby Place

15th September 2018
ANESFHS Aberdeen Meeting
Canon Alexander Galloway – The Renaissance
Mannie fae Inverurie [postponed from 2017]
Prof. Ray McAleese
2:30pm, Unitarian Church, Skene Terrace

6th October 2018
ANESFHS Glasgow Group Meeting
From Aberdeenshire to Australia: HES’s
image, sound and video collections
Neil Fraser, Historic Environment Scotland
2pm, Renfield Saint Stephen’s Church Centre,
260 Bath Street, Glasgow

6th October 2018
ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group Meeting
Familiy-history software
2:00pm, Elgin Library, Cooper Park, Elgin

13th October 2018
ANESFHS Midlands Group Meeting
midlands@anesfhs.org.uk / 01564 770335
2:00pm at a member’s house

20th October 2018
ANESFHS Aberdeen Meeting
TBA – see website and next Journal
2:30pm, Unitarian Church, Skene Terrace

27th October 2018
Local and Family-History Fair
9:30am to 4:30pm
Concert Hall, Motherwell (Lanarkshire FHS)
ANESFHS will have a stall

3rd November 2018
ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group Meeting
“Lest we forget”: War memorials
Sir Alistair Irwin
2:00pm, Elgin Library, Cooper Park, Elgin

10th November 2018
ANESFHS Edinburgh Group Meeting
Scottish research resources before 1800
Chris Paton, genealogist/blogger
2pm, Royal Scots Club, 29 Abercromby Place

17th November 2018
ANESFHS Aberdeen Meeting
TBA – see website and next Journal
2:30pm, Unitarian Church, Skene Terrace

17th November 2018
ANESFHS Glasgow Group Meeting
Rural and farming life
Duncan Dornan
2pm, Renfield Saint Stephen’s Church Centre,
260 Bath Street, Glasgow

1st December 2018
ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group Meeting
Christmas Social
2:00pm, Elgin Library, Cooper Park, Elgin

8th December 2018
ANESFHS Aberdeen Meeting
Christmas Social
Meet other members and families
2:00pm, 136 King Street
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,

“Slaves to the Turks”
In Mary Scott’s book review (Journal 146, pp. 12–13), especially interesting was the
reference to two men, “slaves to the Turks” more than 300 years ago, possibly prisoners of
war. I, too, have come across mention of collections to liberate such men, but probably
they were not prisoners of war.  More likely, such slaves were victims of a vast money-
making enterprise. What were called “Turks” were actually Barbary pirates operating out
of north-west Africa, though some brazenly even set up a base on Lundy Island in the
Bristol Channel. They terrorised the shores and waters off south-western Britain, taking
an entire congregation from a church in Cornwall and all the inhabitants of a village in
Ireland. They also boarded vessels at sea, and thus in 1623 one T. Mellin of Ligh, a
Scotsman, the mate on a voyage to Lisbon, was seized with the rest of the crew.
This went on for a longer period than the Atlantic slave trade. It is estimated that over 1½
million white Christians were taken and became slaves if no ransom was paid. When it
was finally ended in the 1800s, 1,000 Christians were released in Algiers alone.
Unlike the Atlantic slave trade, still often spoken about, the deplorable goings-on of the
Barbary pirates seem to have been largely forgotten.
spthorshope@gmail.com Stella Pedersen No. 12914

Tracing Logan/Lobban Origins in Scotland: A Call for DNA Donors
My uncle Alan Rudge (ANESFHS no. 1525) died in 2017.  Since the 1980s, he had sifted
through a wide range of sources in trying to establish the history of our Lobban line.  He
traced us back to Rothiemay parish in Banffshire, and deduced a foreign ancestor.
The Logan DNA Project began in 2002 and to date has around 200 Y-DNA donors, who
can be divided in 13 distinct groups.  One surprising result is a genetic “limb” comprising
seven donors, all with North-East Scottish origins.  Surnames include Loban/Lobban,
Logan and Laban.  Descendants of the progenitors live all over the world.  Additional
DNA testing (haplotype confirmation of R-U198) on some of the members indicates
deeper origins (http://meekdna.com/U198dna/Home.html). Particularly of interest:
 R-U198 is very old – probably between 4 and 5 millennia! Age estimates are subject to

considerable uncertainty but are improving.
 We come across R-U198 quite often in men whose ancestry is English, Lowland Scots

or Ulster-Scots, Flemish, Dutch or German (particularly from the Rhine Valley).
 Well-sampled populations where we do not tend to find much R-U198 include Gaelic

Irish, Highland Scots and Scandinavians, although of course it has spread a lot over the
millennia and might occur anywhere.

This indicates that R-U198 is rare in the Scottish Highlands, but we have multiple DNA
donors who can trace their patrilineal family 300–400 years back to North-East Scotland.
With such an established history but a rare haplogroup, we want to invite all male
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The North-East counties of Nairn, Moray, Banff, Aberdeen and Kincardine (ANESFHS).
Abbreviated parish names: Botriphnie, Deskford, Drumblade, Forglen, Inverkeithny, Ordiquhill.

Lob(b)ans/Logans from North-East Scotland to help solve the mystery by joining the
Logan DNA Project at FamilyTree DNA. Working goals include:
 determining the extent to which all Lob(b)ans from North-East Scotland are related to

one another
 combining as many family trees as possible using the results to find the common

Lob(b)an ancestors
 attempting to determine when the Lob(b)an Y-DNA signature first appeared in North-

East Scotland, and, if possible, to determine the earlier origins and history.
Please consider joining us if you are (or know) a male Lob(b)an/Logan from North-East
Scotland.  For more information, please contact us.
clobban@guam.net Christopher S. Lobban No. 21652
slftexas@gmail.com Stephanie Logan Falls No. 6940

Map showing the distribution of Lobban/Loban baptisms and marriages in North-East
Scotland. Data harvested from ScotlandsPeople by Stephanie Logan Falls and mapped by
Chris Lobban. The numbers give an indication of the location of the family but not are
absolute because surviving records for different parishes cover different years (in general,
late 1600s to 1850). In particular, there is a gap in Rothiemay records from 1710 to 1748,
when there were Lobans at many farms in the parish. Asterisks show location of earliest
known ancestors of the four Y-DNA matches, all named Loban.
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QUERIES
147/1 AUCHIN(ACH)IE etc.: I am descended from Janet Aquoinachie (also spelled

Achinice, Auchinice, Auchinichy, Achoinachie and other variants). According to the
1851 census, she was b.c. 1789 in Boyndie. She m. Alexander ROSS in 1826; they
already had son Alexander b. 1819, then had son George b. 1827 and dau. Margaret
(my ancestor) b. 1829.  They lived in Longman Village / Longmanhill in Banffshire
in 1841 and 1851.  Janet d. 28 Aug 1858. Her death cert. only notes her parents’
surname as “Auchinie” – no first names. Seeking any possible info on her family,
esp. her parents, or anyone who has knowledge of this family in Boyndie.
kathleen_p_clark@yahoo.com Kathie Clark No. 20059

147/2 WALKER / MITCHELL: My 4g-gps were James Walker and Elizabeth Mitchell of
Old Deer.  I am descended from their dau. Ann (b.c. 1781 Old Deer; d. 23 Nov 1866
Mains of Annochie, Old Deer).  Through death records, I have found four siblings
(Margaret 1778–1870, Thomas 1783–1856, Jane 1788–1872 and Isobel 1794–1859).
I cannot find any b./bapt. records for any of these chn, or any info at all about the
parents.  Is anyone researching this family who might have additional info?
kathleen_p_clark@yahoo.com Kathie Clark No. 20059

147/3 BREMNER / PETER / ROBERTSON:  Seeking the birth/origins of Leslie Bremner, b.
1820/23 Auchterless, s/o William Bremner and Isabella (née Peter).  Leslie had a bro.
William b.c. 1818/19 Auchterless.  Leslie m. 1845 Ann Robertson (b. Knockando),
and they had eight chn, five of whom d. before age 18.  Leslie d. 30 May 1899 aged
“76”, and Ann d. 18 Apr 1901 aged 78, both at Bridge View, Craigellachie.  Any
info on Leslie gratefully received.
[c/o journal@anesfhs.org.uk] Miss A M Bremner No. 192

Queries

Instructions for Queries
Queries are accepted from paid-up Society members free of charge.  Non-members
should donate £1.00 per query (or postage stamps).  Up to four queries per person will
be accepted per calendar year.  The parts of a multi-part query count as separate queries.
Each query will show the submitter’s name, e-mail address and membership number.
The query service is intended for ancestor research and not as a finding service for
recent or living relatives.  We will omit parts of a query which we consider too recent,
or which have no North-East Scottish content.
If you have asked the Society for research, you’ll receive an answer eventually.  Please
don’t duplicate requests by asking for research on the same question as a Journal query.
Please send Journal queries separately from other correspondence, with your name and
membership number on each request.  If you resubmit or update an old query, please
annotate it accordingly so that we don’t waste time typing and editing duplicates.
In each Journal, we include all the queries that are ready.  Queries received close to our
publication date will appear in the following Journal.
E-mail queries, with membership number, should be sent to: queries@anesfhs.org.uk
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147/4 RHIND / BELL:  Has anyone else been researching the surname Rhind?  William
Rhind, mason (?; b.c. 1750, d. 26 Nov 1829), was engaged in repairing the Scottish
forts and was drafted to Inveraray by 1773 to help rebuild bridges washed away by
floods in Argyll.  His apprenticeship is thought to have been served building a bridge
over the River Don in Aberdeen/shire, but I can find no reference to his origins.
He stayed on in Inveraray and m. Isabella Bell of Glenaray, 24 May 1777.  Their chn:
Agnes 1777, Margaret 1778, John 1780, Isobel 1781, Elizabeth 1783 – then a gap;
any others missing? – Alexander 1788 (my ancestor), Helen 1789, Martin 1790 and
Helen 1790.  William d. aged 79 across Loch Fyne from Inveraray at Strachur.  That
kirkyard has a Masonic stone to their son Martin, also naming his parents.
[c/o journal@anesfhs.org.uk] Margaret Anderson No. 5244

147/5 MacKRAY / ANDERSON / LOGIE:  Researching my ancestor George MacKray
(1780–1843), shoemaker in Old Machar, who m. Katherine Anderson (1791–1860).
Her father John Anderson worked at various Methlick farms including Monlettie,
Little Ardo and Arneyboggs. Does anyone have any info about these farms or about
George MacKray or his father William (1748–1806), also in Aberdeen and m. to
Margaret Logie (1744–1820)?
simon112@tiscali.co.uk Gill Baggott No. 21439

147/6 CHARLES / ROSS:  Mary Jane Lawrence Charles was my 1c1r, b. 1889 in Aberdeen,
d/o Alexander Charles and Helen Lawrence Ross. I have found her in the 1891 and
1901 censuses in Aberdeen, but nothing thereafter. Can anyone update me, please?
JimAlexander62@hotmail.com Jim Alexander No. 17274

147/7 Does anyone recognise the following two couples?
   /a SIMPSON / MILNE: John Simpson (b.c. 1766), farmer, Barkmill, Aberdeen, d.c. 1

Nov 1833, m. to Janet Milne (b.c. 1763, d.c. 1 Sep 1835). John and Janet are buried
in grave 26/13 in the Spital Churchyard.

   /b McLEOD:  Also in that grave is the unnamed wife (b.c. 1765, d. 1 Sep 1841) of
Robert McLeod, wright, Aberdeen. I am interested in finding out more details about
these three, who all appear to be in the same grave as my ROBERTSON family.
lescon@ntlworld.com Lesley Connell No. 5464

147/8 GUNN / McKENZIE: Benjamin Gunn (b. 19 Mar 1771 Scotland; d. 8 Feb 1855
USA) and Janet McKenzie m. 1 Jun 1791 Old Machar, Aberdeen, and came to the
USA in 1812 with many children. I can’t find Benjamin’s parents or siblings.
gunn.carole@yahoo.com Carole Gunn No. 21994

147/9 GRAY:  Seeking to contact any true descendant of Robert and Isa Gray. Robert was
the schoolmaster at Banchory-Devenick (1863–87) and was also Session Clerk
and/or Superintendent at the local church. I believe they had at least two sons (John
and William) and two daus (Mary and Elizabeth). I am not related to the family.
ernest.stupart@btinternet.com Ernest S Stupart (non-member)
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Articles

Cyril George Johnston-Stuart, 1893–1918
Like so many others, Cyril is a name on a memorial, a man who fought in the First World
War.  Attached to a regiment to which he had no familial or geographical connection, he
was one of the many who fought in major First World War battles: on the Somme, at Arras
and at Lys. He was injured in 1916, returned to the Front, and was killed in action in
Belgium in April 1918. He is a reminder that many of the lost are remembered by few.
Cyril was born on 24th January 1893 in London to Margaret Johnston, an unmarried
teacher from Aberdeen. His childhood was spent with his maternal grandmother, Helen
Garden (previously Johnston, née Stuart), at 169 Great Western Road, Aberdeen, and
continued there after his mother married George Taylor of Bellie, Moray, in London in
1900, and his half-brother, Sidney Berald Taylor, was born.  Cyril appears to have been
encouraged at school, and in 1904 he won a scholarship to Aberdeen Grammar School.
On 13th January 1911, just before he turned 18, Cyril joined the 2nd Scottish Horse
Yeomanry as a private. This unit was part of the nationwide Territorial Force that had
been initiated on 1st April 1908 as a part-time force.  On enlisting, the men trained in the
evenings and at weekends, as well as at the annual summer camp.  Cyril resigned in June
1913 stating he was studying for examinations, although this also coincides with the sale
of his grandmother’s house following her death in March 1913.
His Territorial Force experience stood him in good stead when he enlisted in the army on
20th April 1915 and applied for a temporary commission in the regular army. Three weeks
later, he was sent to the School of Instruction in Norwich as a temporary second lieutenant
in the 9th East Yorkshire Regiment, and he then remained in a Reserve Battalion until 8th

July 1916. Before that month was out, he was in the trenches with the 13th East Yorkshire
Regiment at Ferme du Bois and taking his part in the Battle of the Somme.
The 13th (Service) Battalion of the East Yorkshire Regiment (the 4th Hull) was one of the
“Pals Battalions” made up of volunteers from within a local area – men who enlisted with
their friends, relatives and workmates. It was thought that many more men would enlist if
they could serve alongside others from their local area. Unfortunately, when these units
sustained heavy casualties, it was to have a significant impact on their communities.
On 3rd August 1916, Cyril’s mother, Margaret Taylor, received a telegram from the
Secretary, War Office, the information being transmitted in characteristically abrupt style:

Regret to inform you 2Lt C.G. Johnston-Stuart 13 East Yorks was wounded 31
July 1916 any further news will be sent on receipt.

This was followed six days later by:
Beg to inform you Lieut C.G. Johnston-Stuart 13 East Yorkshire Regt admitted
to 7 General Hospital St Omer August 2 with gun shot wound left shoulder
moderate.  Further news sent when received.

At a later date, Cyril was returned to the front line, and rejoined his battalion as they
marched between trenches and billets, usually spending a week in each. By October 1916,
they were at Warnimont Wood for “training in the attack”.  The battalion was involved in
the unsuccessful attack at Serre during the Battle of the Ancre on 13th November 1916.
David Bilton’s book Hull Pals: 10th, 11th, 12th and 13th Battalions East Yorkshire

Articles



May 2018 Aberdeen & NE Scotland FHS Page 19

Regiment quotes the report of Captain Woolley, Senior Officer in the 13th Bn: “No single
spot of ground seemed free from shell holes and churned mud and water, and we sank
below the knees in places”, and quotes one Private Surfleet: “The roads were packed with
traffic: a stream of living going forward while the wounded and dying or dead came back”.
The 13th Bn was to suffer its greatest loss on that day.
Cyril continued to survive through 1917, fighting in the Arras Offensive at the third Battle
of the Scarpe in May, and the capture of Oppy Wood in June. On 1st July 1917, he was
promoted to temporary Lieutenant. Later, due to manpower shortages, the War Office
reduced the brigade strength from four to three battalions – and so, on 8th February 1918,
the 13th Bn ceased to exist, and the men were dispersed to other battalions and regiments.
On 25th April 1918, the War Office again sent a telegram to his mother, but this time it
read: “Deeply regret Lieut C.G. Johnston-Stuart First East Yorkshire Regiment killed in
action seventeenth [sic] April. Army Council expresses sympathy.” He had been killed in
a German raid at St Eloi on 16th April.
Margaret wrote to the War Office in May asking if she could be told where and how Cyril
had died, but the reply told her that they had no information and suggested she write to the
Commanding Officer of the 1st East Yorkshire Regiment for details. This came with the
warning that, given his arduous battle duties, the officer may not have the time to reply.
Margaret’s husband had died in February, and the double blow affected her health. As the
executrix and sole beneficiary of Cyril’s estate, and with no immediate family other than
her 17-year-old son Sidney, it was left to Margaret to deal with War Office bureaucracy as
she applied for official notification of Cyril’s death and probate. This was finally granted
in November 1918, and Margaret was the recipient of £274 14s 5d from Cyril’s estate.
Cyril’s name is on the War Memorial at St Mary of the Assumption Roman Catholic
Cathedral in Aberdeen, along with 38 other members of the church who died in the war.
He is also listed on the Roll of Honour of Aberdeen Grammar School, where he was one
of 194 ex-pupils who died. The most poignant memorial to him is on the Tyne Cot
Memorial to the Missing, unveiled in 1927. This particular memorial was dedicated to the
almost 35,000 men whose graves, or bodies, could not be found.
Cyril’s war service seems unremarkable: no heroic actions, no mention in despatches, just
the customary war-service medals that were sent on to his mother.  But wars are fought by
“unremarkable” men. To survive 20 months in the trenches was hard – and doubly so with
a battalion of men from a close-knit community to which he had no prior affiliation. He
had few family to remember him: only his mother, and a much younger half-brother.
There was one other person – his fiancée, Lily Ann Greig.  No official papers mention her,
and she later married another; but she spoke fondly of Cyril to her two granddaughters in
the 1950s, and through them his memory has remained alive and his name is still spoken.
I was led to look for Cyril by one of these granddaughters, now 70 herself, who asked if I
had ever come across their Granny’s fiancé in my family-history research. The only
information available was his first name, that he was an “English” officer, and that he had
died in the war. As I knew Granny had lived in Aberdeen until the 1920s, I decided to
start with Aberdeen newspapers, and looked up the Rolls of Honour.  There was only one
Cyril, and he was indeed a lieutenant in an English regiment.
allan.genealogy@gmail.com Helen Allan No. 6269
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“My Mither Tongue”: The Story in the mtDNA
I’m delighted to be this Journal’s “centrefold”, and I very much hope that a reader will
spot a connection somewhere among the ancestors who can be fitted into this chart format.
In 2011, after several years researching my family trees – my paternal Mackenzies (x 2) in
Lewis; the maternal male-line Stewarts in Northern Ireland; and my maternal female line,
Howitts, in Aberdeen city and shire – I came across “ScotlandsDNA” (scotlandsdna.com,
later enlarged to be “BritainsDNA”) and took the then new mitochondrial DNA spit test.
This project was linked with the Genetics Department in Glasgow University. I hoped that
the results would help me to find others with shared roots in North-East Scotland.
My genetic signature was given in 2012 as H1 (northern Europe’s most common group)
but with the caution that I belonged to none of the subtypes they tested, “so you must carry
a rare or unidentified lineage within the group”.  “Your Motherline is from the Western
Refuges.  Your mtDNA markers are 2706A, 7028G, 3010A. These are the key markers
defining your group” (where one differs from the Cambridge Reference Sequence, CRS).
In 2013, however, the expanding database of tested applicants led to a fuller analysis, so
my updated results were then described as: “Your mtDNA subtype is H1g1, which is part
of the Haplogroup H1 – Western Refuges”. Compared against the CRS, I now had several
markers where I differed: 263G, 750G, 1438G, 3010A, 4769G, 8602C, 14212C, 16183C,
16189C and 161519C (3010A was also in the original descriptor, but the other two from
that first analysis were no longer considered a deviation from the base markers’ set).  This
second information pack was very detailed and interesting. The various colour spreads
now confirmed that I was predominantly British! I felt somewhat cheated, as I was proud
of my known Irish and Scandinavian connections.
For my Lewis side (paternal), I had spent some time at the Ness Heritage Centre, based in
my old primary school, which houses an outstanding collection of Ness families, their
births, marriages and deaths, their homes and stories of the diaspora from the early 1800s
to the 1900s, all collected through the oral medium, supported with artefacts, collections of
photographs and a growing number of family trees based on more formal research.
Having hit a brick wall in trying to find links to folks in Canada and the USA, I undertook
the Ancestry.com full DNA test in 2015. Although similar to the earlier mtDNA results,
this latter test reflected my “place” within a more recent timescale and a much wider
cohort across many continents: 39% Ireland/Scotland/Wales; 36% Great Britain; +25%
other regions, i.e. Scandinavia 10%; Europe Western 5%; Iberian Peninsula 6%; European
Jewish 3%; Europe East 1%.  Of more interest was the “modern” timescale of movements
of my H1 ancestors, which shows a high early presence in North-East Scotland; 1800 –
from Scotland to eastern Canada and the USA; 1825 – movement to Wales, Australia and
Tasmania; 1875 – to New Zealand; and finally, movements to England, as well as all the
previous. This report is online, so can be shared with others under my control.
As yet, there have been no contacts through ScotlandsDNA but increasingly through
Ancestry.  One recently, from a Lewis-born woman, reveals a double ancestral connection
of two married couples, all four being common ancestors through my two separate
Mackenzie families. Her mother and siblings attended that same primary school with me.
In Canada, two women share with each other and myself a “high” correlation – but,
although I see some familiar names (there are many hundreds who share these common
Lewis names), I have little concrete evidence to support any direct link as yet. Perhaps
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University of Aberdeen: MLitt Scottish Heritage
This distance-learning taught Master’s Programme in Scottish Heritage explores the rich
history, art, architecture and photography of Scotland through interactive study designed with
maximum flexibility to address the needs of students in a variety of locations.
The University’s departments of History and History of Art conduct internationally renowned
research.  Acclaimed projects include those on the Aberdeen Bestiary, the Burgh Records, the
Buildings of Scotland, and the Scottish Emigration Database.
The University of Aberdeen is the first Scottish institution to offer a programme that combines
History and History of Art in this way.  Students will study Scotland’s written, visual and
material pasts in depth, gaining the intellectual tools to pursue their interests.
For more detailed information, see www.abdn.ac.uk/scottish-heritage, or e-mail me.
m.harper@abdn.ac.uk Professor Marjory Harper Programme Co-ordinator

scanning in the many old photographs, from three continents, may jog someone’s memory.
But, significantly, it reveals how little contact is made through the maternal line. In
contrast, Ancestry finds many close matches to my husband’s DNA, most of which I can
verify on his Ancestry family tree, covering southern Wales and England.
Researching a mtDNA family line is time-consuming, with so many men and women with
the same name to trawl through for further naming patterns, old birth records with only a
father’s name, poor results for records outside the parish church, and so on. I’m now stuck
at my 4g-grandmother Agnes Manson (1742–87, b. Bourtie), whom I’d initially dismissed
through no evidence of any further Agneses in the family … but then I noticed an Agnes
Manson’s baptismal record immediately above that of a confirmed relative. Were the two
families related in some way?  I just need more time to trawl the ever-expanding records!
Currently, there is a call from Glasgow University for any who were born and who live
within the same area as their ancestors to donate a sample for DNA testing. There are
personal benefits to mapping DNA connections for the donors, but also to mapping some
genes associated with medical conditions – all incognito of course.
Postscript: “ScotlandsDNA” had an up-front positive side to their innovative venture to
map the incidence of a genetic disposition to multiple sclerosis (MS), which is higher in
Scotland (Orkney in particular) than in the rest of the UK. Now, a few years on, we are
aware that genetic data-gathering is an industry but also has a significant role in medical
research. Do we as individuals want, or need, to know what lies in our “internal family
history”? We have choices and we can be magnanimous, but can we trust the companies
who buy our inheritance and who may – or indeed do – profit by it? It boils down to
“Does the end justify the means?”  Ah yes, yet more problems for family-tree researchers
to deal with – and it’s supposed to be a hobby!
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Source Assessments for Scottish Genealogy
Gordon Johnson (no. 546), a Caithness-based genealogist, has been working on a series
of short “source assessments” of various record types, and has kindly offered them to the
Journal.  We are very grateful, and will feature more of these if there’s enough interest.

Calendar of Scottish Supplications to Rome; Papal Letters to Scotland
Calendar of Scottish Supplications to Rome (6 vols, 1418–92), combined with Papal
Letters to Scotland (2 vols: 1378–94; 1394–1419); both published by the Scottish History
Society, but with “Supplications” vols 4–5 appearing under the auspices of the University
of Glasgow.
The material in these two sets is all derived from research in the Vatican archives in
Rome, and the Supplications in particular come from extractions by Annie Dunlop (d.
1973) from around 700 volumes of 15th-century Supplications in the Vatican.  Her
extractions were deposited with the University of Glasgow, thus facilitating the gradual
publication of the material over the years.  The first volume appeared in 1934; vol. 5,
published in 1997, covers 1447–71, and vol. 6 (1471–92) was published in 2017 by the
Scottish Record Society.
What’s in it?
The content is the letters sent to Rome from individuals seeking either preferment (higher
or more lucrative positions in the Scottish church) or redress (asking for a wrong to be
righted, or asking to be absolved of a birth “defect” – either illegitimate or a marriage
where the parties are too closely related – the strictures were very wide at that time).  The
vast majority are on church matters, as one would expect, including the occasional request
for an indulgence (one was to obtain alms for repairing the bridge at Glasgow); and the
remainder concern proposed marriages or a wish to regularise the position where a couple
are already married.  The supplications often give local details, such as a previous cleric in
the charge, and his death (without a date), and often naming a competitor for the same
position – doing their best to undermine each other’s case!
As priests were not supposed to be married (though occasional complaints arise about a
priest having a “concubine”), the main genealogical interest lies in the marriage questions,
as the period is well before marriage registers start in Scotland. Apart from direct
arguments about a marriage, some supplications impart relevant data in passing:
“9 Dec 1420: Margaret de Borthwyk, widow of William de Abernethy, St Andrews
diocese, and William de Douglas, eldest son of James de Douglas, knight, of Dalkeith,
supplicate that in order to put an end to discords among their friends, the Pope would
dispense them to contract matrimony together, notwithstanding that the said William de
Abernethy and William de Douglas were related in the third degree of consanguinity.”
It is not as if the couple proposing marriage are related; it is the relationship between the
deceased husband and the proposed husband, and not that close either.
Some of the letters reveal family relationships between clergy, or civil positions in
Scotland.  A couple of linked letters in 1420 showed that John de Halis, priest, St Andrews
diocese, was nephew of John de Halys, abbot of the monastery of Balmerino; and also that
the abbot was a privy counsellor of Robert, Duke of Albany, Governor of Scotland.
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One can find snippets of local history among these supplications, e.g. “14 Dec 1420: Since
the canonry and prebend of Kyncardyn [Kincardine O’Neil] in the church of Aberdeen,
void by the death of Donald de Bute, late canon and prebendary, belong to lay patronage,
therefore Andrew de Hawick, priest, rector of the parish church of Liston, St Andrews
diocese, supplicates that if the patron neglects to present someone within the lawful time,
the Pope … would provide him to the same, notwithstanding the above parish church
which he possesses”.  The pope agreed, but next year another supplication from the same
priest declared that “a certain Thomas de Grynlaw, canon of Dunkeld” had apparently
been promised the position, but had died in the interim, so Andrew asks for the post to be
provided to him again.  A year after that, another supplication on his behalf goes from the
new Governor of Scotland asking for Andrew to get the job for life.  It seems that Andrew
had also been first secretary and counsellor of the previous Governor of Scotland, so there
was a bit of political pressure being put on the pope, who acquiesced.
All the above comes from the first volume – so, imagine what you might find in the others
of the series?
Now to the other set: the Papal Letters to Scotland, 1378–1419.  This takes us another
century back in time, to a period when there was a rival pope in Avignon in France, due to
a schism within the Catholic Church.  When the volumes of the “Calendar of entries in the
Papal Registers relating to Great Britain and Ireland” were being prepared, the Avignon
registers were ignored on the assumption that everything had been copied at Rome later;
but it had not been so.  The contents of these two volumes come from these Avignon
registers and so supplement what is in the “Calendar” series abovementioned.
What is in the Papal Letters?
Mainly they consist of letters of appointment to positions within the church, or grants of
indulgence.  Many are dispensations to priests for defects of birth: either the son of a priest
and an unmarried woman, or simply born out of wedlock.  Seldom is a parent mentioned,
unless it was the king – but in 1382 “Gilbert de Erth, priest of Aberdeen diocese, is
collated to the parish church of Dunnotyr, St Andrews diocese, vacant because Andrew,
born of the late Adam Angousson, clerk of the same diocese, having been canonically
collated and having obtained peaceful possession, neglected to be ordained priest within
the prescribed limit of time”.
It is unusual to find any mention of ages, except a priest getting a dispensation to eat eggs
and fish due to his great age, and a mandate, “granted at the petition of William bishop of
St Andrews, to dispense his kinsman, Alexnder de Crychcon [Crichton], clerk of St
Andrews diocese, said to be nobly born, from defect of age, he being only in his
seventeenth year, so that he may accept a benefice with cure …”.  The bishop’s surname
was Landallis, so the relationship was not very close.
Names
As one should expect, names are written in a peculiar way, probably through being
Latinised from the spoken version, and probably muddled by clerks at Rome unfamiliar
with Scottish surnames.  Example: Thomas de Kirkcubrich (January 1385) is quite clearly
the spoken form of Kirkcudbright; but David de Strevelyn, priest, canon of Moray is
David Stirling, as “Stirling” in Scotland in medieval times was written as “Striveling” or
“Striviling”.
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“William de Cupro, clerk of St Andrews diocese” will be William Cupar.  Other names are
almost recognisable: Patrick de Huyston = Patrick Houston; Egidia Senescalli = Seneschal
= Steward = Stewart.  Egidia is a forename from Denmark.
The name William Colitar is probably the surname Coltard in England, Coltherd (and
other variant spellings) in Scotland.  The entry says he studied as a youth in England, but
in 1389 he was a professor of the Carmelite order, seeking to join the Benedictine convent
of Dunfermline “on account of his special devotion for that church” – or perhaps he has
fallen for one of the nuns there!
Placenames are sometimes odd as well.  Torref for Turriff; Passeloto, Glasgow diocese, is
actually Paisley; Caldore is Calder; Trryech/Thiriachinsula = island of Tiree.
The second volume is thicker and has more material, but the style of content is much the
same. There is the occasional oddity, such as one where the priests stood up to robbers:
“23 May 1409: To the Abbot of Melrose.  Mandate to dispense John de Nesbit, Walter
Pyle and Thomas Champray, canons of Geddword [Jedburgh] OSA, who had mortally
wounded one of a band of robbers who had been terrorising the monastery, stealing its
goods and who had refused to leave despite threats of ecclesiastical censure and even
public excommunication, from all stain and inability incurred because of the crime, that
they might freely and lawfully administer orders.”
Another involved a fatal wounding: 2nd May 1409: “To the bishop of St Andrews.
Mandate to dispense John Stil [Still or Steel] priest, St Andrews diocese, to minister in
priest’s orders.  John had fatally wounded Peter, clerk of the parish church of Kynglassie,
said diocese, in a quarrel and had been dispensed to minister in minor orders; but had
subsequently petitioned that he could not support himself in this way and would have to
beg to the grave shame of the clergy” – blackmail in reverse!
But it is the increasing number of marriage supplications that are of genealogical interest.
From May to July 1409, there were four requests for dispensation of defects relating to
consanguinity. Some letters hint at loose living by the groom: “19 May 1410.  To the
bishop of Dunblane.  Mandate to dispense the nobleman Peter Mersar [Mercer] doncel, to
marry the noblewoman, Matilda de Hauden [Howden], Dunblane diocese, notwithstanding
an impediment in that Peter had carnally known a certain Elizabeth be Mannuel and a
certain Isabel Olyfanut [Oliphant] who were related to Matilda in the 3rd and 4th degrees of
consanguinity respectively.”
The clergy were nothing if not career-building: “16 Jany 1408.  To the abbot of Culross,
Dunblane diocese.  Mandate to confirm John Barber, perpetual vicar of the parish church
of Tarvas [Tarves], Aberdeen diocese, priest, M.A., student of canon law, in possession of
a canonry of Aberdeen and the prebend of Bancheridevem [Banchory-Devenick], value
not exceeding £10 sterling to a non-resident …”  Clergymen were continually seeking
extra posts which brought in cash without having to be in attendance at the posts.  These
were the sorts of clerical financial dealings which would eventually lead to the
Reformation – but, for us, it is history, and sometimes family history.
gordon@kinhelp.co.uk Gordon Johnson No. 546
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The Eventful Life of Andrew Howard Gordon (Part 2)
Part 1 appeared in the previous Journal.

The wars in China
When the Sino–Japanese War broke out on 7th July 1937, and after the Japanese had
occupied Shanghai, AHG, speaking some Japanese, was made responsible for negotiating
permits in and out of the European Settlement for all the expats; but he was forced to leave
the riverboat in which he had been living since the Depression.  He managed to obtain
permission to travel to Singapore to attend the wedding of his daughter Elizabeth to
Sherwood Connor (father of George Connor) on 20th June 1940.  Both his sons managed to
attend the wedding; James (later no. 105 in the list to try to escape from Stalag Luft III –
the “Great Escape” camp) came from Australia, and Charles from India.  This was the last
time that the family were all together.  Sherwood was later to be captured at the fall of
Singapore, having served in the Straits Settlement Volunteer Force (SSVF), and perished
as a PoW of the Japanese while constructing the Thai–Burma Railway.
Then came Pearl Harbor in December 1941 and the Japanese takeover of Shanghai in
February 1942, after which life for the expats became much more difficult.  Initially they
were not interned; but, having lost all means of supporting themselves, they were put up
by AHG and others in the old Scout camp that had a farm which allowed them to be self-
sufficient for food.  Later, a number of prominent political citizens were interned – and
AHG, being a Scout Commissioner, was one of them.  They were not badly treated, but
the food was very poor, and it was only because of the kindness of their old Chinese
friends, who gave them food, that they managed to survive.
From late 1942 until 1945, AHG and 180 others were interned at the Haiphong Road
Camp.  There he took charge of the garden, where they tried to grow vegetables to
supplement the terrible rations they were given by the Japanese.  In 1945, as it became
clear to the Japanese that they were losing the war, they suddenly transported all the
remaining prisoners at Haiphong Road Camp to Peking in cattle trucks with a wire mesh
roof, nailed down so that no one could escape.  The journey lasted three days with little or
no food or sanitation.  The prison in Peking was as bad, and it was only the dropping of
the atomic bomb in Hiroshima that prevented the prisoners from suffering a terrible death.
But many Japanese soldiers refused to believe that they had lost the war, and kept them
imprisoned until late 1945.  When they were finally released, they were given a royal
welcome by the Chinese mayor of Peking and soon returned to Shanghai.
Post-war in Shanghai
In Shanghai, AHG was given shelter and
food in the house of the Chinese
Scoutmaster he had befriended at the
outset of hostilities; but he later moved
to the Shanghai Club when it and
Marden & Co. reopened in a quiet way.
In March 1947, the Communist Party
closed the International Settlement in
Shanghai and began to close all western
organisations still existing in China,
including the Boy Scouts.  The 9th
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Shanghai Scout Troop was
disbanded in March 1947.
So, when in 1949 AHG was
awarded the Boy Scouts’
highest award, the Silver
Wolf, the presentation had
to take place in the greatest
secrecy in a convent!
In 1949, AHG first started
to experience chest pains
which were diagnosed as
lung cancer.  He had been
and remained a very heavy smoker throughout his life.  He was put into a special hospital
and received deep therapy, but when he finally received clearance from the Communist
authorities he departed from China for the last time.  He travelled to New Zealand to his
daughter, calling in on his Sloane relatives (Andrew Gordon Sloane, his nephew) in Perth
and his sister Jean’s other children in Savernake, NSW.
Years after China
In New Zealand, he stayed with his daughter, Elizabeth, who remarried in December 1949
in Cambridge to John Ball, a schoolmaster; but AHG soon moved into a cottage of his
own in Leamington, a nearby village, where he made numerous friends and celebrated his
70th birthday by inviting all the local Scouts to an enormous party and bonfire.  But in
1952, when the cancerous growth reappeared and he was unable to obtain suitable
treatment in New Zealand, he returned to the UK by ship on his own, via Australia where
he was briefly reunited with his son James and met his infant grandson, Drew.
On arriving in the UK in late 1952, he stayed in Chelsea with his younger son Charles,
who was married to Pamela May, the prima ballerina.  The winter of 1952 is infamous for
the severe smogs that London experienced.  (As a schoolboy in London that year, I vividly
remember the evening I sat alone in a closed compartment of a carriage on the Southern
Railway near Wandsworth Town station for about an hour without moving and with no
communication.)  This smog was extremely debilitating for someone suffering from lung
cancer – and, as nothing could be done for him, it was decided to move him to somewhere
warmer and with less fog.  My father had
spent 18 months in Malta during 1943–4
and had kept in touch with Dr Richard
Casolani, the anaesthetist at his hospital,
who was able to help secure a hospital bed
for AHG.  This was in the Blue Sisters
Hospital at the top of the hill between
Sliema and St Julian’s with spectacular
views of Marsamxett harbour, the spires of
the churches in Valletta and the open fields
beyond.  The family has two original air
letters AHG wrote to his elder son James in
Melbourne describing his life there and the
wonderful care he was receiving from the sisters.
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Sadly, AHG died on 14th January 1953 and was buried in the Ta Braxia cemetery, to the
right of the road up from Pieta to Floriana, which was reserved for the burial of expats.
Due to AHG’s years of devoted service to the Scout movement, Dr Casolani was able to
arrange a guard of honour of Boy Scouts at his burial service.
In 2004, when I paid my second visit to Malta on holiday, I was able, from records held in
the cemetery’s chapel, to locate AHG’s grave and find that it was not marked in any way.
On my next visit, I was able to arrange to have a simple plaque fixed to the grave.  On
payment of a small annual fee to Friends of Ta Braxia Cemetery, the grave is kept clear of
weeds and is a fitting memorial to him.
Throughout his life, AHG joined the local Rotary Clubs where they existed; and he had
been a Freemason since his early days in London.  During his early years in China, there
were only eight Rotary Clubs in the whole country, Shanghai being one of them.  He was
in the Boys work section of the Club and did a lot of work among the Chinese factory
working boys.  As always at Rotary lunches, they were followed by talks; and, on Friday
25th November 1932, the speaker was my father, Dr Douglas Gordon, who gave an
account of his life as a doctor on a British cargo ship, SS Nelius, trading in the Far East.
The talk was given in the General Hospital in the European Settlement ,which my father
described in his diary as of “quite high standards but short of funds” – plus ça change!
Once in New Zealand, AHG naturally joined the Rotary Club.
AHG first joined the Freemasons in the Adelphi Lodge (no. 1670) in London and helped
to found the Lodge (no. 1158) while he was posted to Gretna (both still extant).  He joined
the Masons in Shanghai, progressed up its hierarchy and still continued to participate
during the Japanese occupation.  What pleased him greatly was that, during the years he
was in the internment camp, he was able to study the process involved in becoming Master
of his Lodge, which he became in 1947.  Even for the short time he lived in New Zealand,
he joined the local Masonic Lodge.
As the foregoing history has shown, Andrew Howard Gordon served his country and
community in many ways. He served in five army units and was involved in Scouting at a
high level, as well as being involved in many community activities and organisations.  He
led a very eventful life, and it is a pleasure to bring his trials and achievements to the
members of ANESFHS. He never forgot his Aberdeen roots!
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Wayward Women and Merchant Seamen
In Journal 122 (Feb 2012), under the title “Convergence in Kensington from Aberdeen and
Banff”, I described the various strands of my Scottish ancestry which had met and mingled
around 1900 in West London. The article elicited several very interesting and helpful
responses from other ANESFHS members. One in particular, from Heather Smith (no.
13916), solved a conundrum – while also adding new ones, as is the way of genealogy.
I had been unable to find the family of my 2g-grandfather William Barron in the 1841
census. He had married Isabella Mitchell on 7th July 1832 in Foveran parish, where, over
the next few years, three sons (Alexander, Gilbert and Andrew), all born at Newburgh,
were baptised. In October 1841, their last known child, Margaret, was baptised in
Aberdeen – but where had they been only a few months earlier? I had failed to find them
in England, thinking that William (a joiner) might have gone there to work. Heather found
them in Bishopwearmouth, near Sunderland – all (William included) listed not as Barron
but as “Mitchell”. Every member of the family had been born in Scotland, including two
children I knew nothing about: Isabella, aged 12, and William (3).
It was normal for a couple to name children after themselves, but there is no obvious sign
of either Isabella or William baptised in Scotland as Mitchell or as Barron. Isabella must
have been born two years or more before Isabella Mitchell (already pregnant with her
eldest son) and William Barron were married. She later turns up in an unexpected place
and helps to solve another little mystery. As for little William, the Foveran burial register
records on 5th April 1842: “William Barron from Aberdeen … lays in the 2 grave from
Alex: Mitchell’s head stone North road”. This Alex could have been Isabella’s father,
who was said at her death in 1880 to have been a master mariner in the merchant service.
He died and was buried at Foveran in 1820; just possibly, the new burial was that of
Isabella’s infant son, for the ties binding the Barrons to the Mitchells were unquestionably
strong. Alexander, Gilbert and Andrew were all given names from their mother’s side of
the family, and they all entered the merchant service, with varied consequences.
In the 1851 census in Aberdeen, only one of the Barron children who had been recorded in
Co. Durham ten years earlier was still at home: Andrew, aged 14 and a “gardener’s
apprentice”, although he later said that his maritime apprenticeship had begun in August
1849.  He would soon be at sea; Alexander and Gilbert surely already were. Their sister
Margaret was present, and so was another puzzle, a two-year-old grandson called William.
The census says that he was born at Keith Hall, near Inverurie; but again his baptism has
eluded me. A clue to his identity will emerge later.
On 27th November 1857, William and Isabella’s eldest son, Alexander Barron, died aged
25 at Bogenlea, a farm on the southern edge of the planned village of New Byth near
Turriff. A mariner, his normal residence had been “foreign parts”. He had suffered from
“pneumonitis” and “frightening which continued about 5 days” – a genuinely frightening
detail. He was laid to rest in the parish churchyard of Monquhitter at Cuminestown. His
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father William reported the death but had not been present when his son died; news must
have reached him in Aberdeen, where brief obituary notices appeared in two newspapers.
Bogenlea’s occupant was a farmer called Robert Gray, from at least 19th October 1856 (his
daughter Margaret’s birth) to the 1871 census. The maiden name of Margaret’s mother
was Isabella Bean; in 1861 she was 31 years old and born in Foveran. Might Mrs Gray be
the 12-year-old Isabella of the 1841 English census?
She had not married Robert Gray until 19th June 1856, four months before Margaret’s
birth. The marriage took place at Garmond, a short distance from Bogenlea, where her
father, James Bean, was a farmer. The certificate named her mother as – Isabella Mitchell.
Sure enough, her baptism (as “Isobel”) was recorded at Foveran on 26th February 1829;
the parents were not married. When Mrs Gray died in 1906 in Aberdeen, the death
certificate did not let it be forgotten that she was “Illegitimate”; her mother was “reputed”
to be Isabella Mitchell, afterwards wife of William Barron, joiner. In 1841, Isabella/Isobel
had been living with her mother and William in Co. Durham; by 1851, she was part of her
father’s household at Garmond, where he farmed 40 acres.
In 1857, then, Alexander Barron died at Bogenlea under his half-sister’s roof. Trying to
trace his career afloat is complicated by the existence of another merchant seaman called
Alexander Barron, about a year his senior and born in Aberdeen. However, a scrappy
record for an Alexander Barron who was born at Newburgh lists a few voyages, the last of
them on the Clarinda, which arrived at Aberdeen on 20th December 1856. The Aberdeen
Journal records her previous arrival in September from Quebec with a cargo of timber; on
29th October she had sailed for St John’s in Newfoundland, whence she returned with
hewn timber and other types of wood.
Alexander’s brother Gilbert (my great-grandfather) is more fully recorded, largely because
he survived long enough to receive his Certificate of Competency as a Second Mate on
27th December 1869.  This described him as Gilbert Mitchell Barron, born at Newburgh on
15th June 1834 (he was baptised on 16th November). This suggests that he had slightly
falsified his age when he obtained his “ticket” at Hartlepool on 26th August 1847, for he
was then said to be 14 years old. At that time he was but 4 feet 9 inches tall, with a fair
complexion, brown hair and grey eyes; he was able to write.
In 1869, Gilbert produced certificates covering nearly nine months of service, which began
with an 1848–52 apprenticeship. He had served on several vessels, including the Jane
Ferguson, Alexander Hall and Viking; since 1866 he had been bo’sun on the Eident and
then the Kaffirland, both Aberdeen-registered. Correlating his certificates with newspaper
reports of ship movements reveals that he had often been in Russian waters, voyaging to
and from Riga and Archangel, but he had also been to Quebec with the Alexander Hall in
1862.  The Kaffirland was engaged in the South American trade: in early 1867, Gilbert
was with her when she sailed from Glasgow to Valparaiso; in December 1867 she sailed
from Callao in Peru, bound for Cork, in all probability carrying a cargo of guano.
Gilbert may not have possessed certificates for all his voyages, but the gaps in his recorded
service correspond with landmarks in his personal life. He married Barbara Nicol in
Aberdeen in February 1862; in April he sailed with the Alexander Hall and in August with
the Viking, but in December he registered the birth of his eldest child, Lillias. Three more
children were born – and one died – by July 1870, all registered by Gilbert himself except
the last event (the birth of my grandfather, also Gilbert). As he was also missing from the
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1871 census, we may presume that he was at sea; but in September 1872, described still as
a merchant seaman, he was able to register the birth of another son, William.  By August
1875, when Barbara jnr was born, Gilbert was a builder’s labourer – and, when he died of
heart disease just under ten years later, he was an engine-keeper in a wood yard.
Gilbert’s younger brother had been quicker to achieve his Second Mate’s certificate,
which he did on 10th July 1865, calling himself Andrew Legertwood Barron. (This
commemorated an old family tie: there were several Mitchell–Legertwood marriages.)
Andrew was also married sooner: on 10th March 1861 in Liverpool to Mary Anderson,
illiterate daughter of a sailmaker.  By 7th April, the census recorded him as second mate on
board the Mamelon, a Quebec-built vessel which had been sold to a Scottish owner in
1857. The wife he left behind is probably to be identified in the Liverpool census as the
Mary Barron who was keeping a lodging house at 2 Milkhouse Court.
In 1864–5, Andrew served on the Kaffirland, a few years ahead of his elder brother;
certainly this time she brought guano back from South America.  Another voyage with this
ship in 1865–6 was recorded when, on 23rd January 1867, he obtained his certificate of
competency as First Mate. As in 1865, he gave his home address as 22 Virginia Street,
Aberdeen, where his parents now lived. What became of his first wife is unclear – but he
was a widower by October 1875, when he contracted a second marriage in Liverpool, to
the delightfully named Mary Seagull. She too was a widow, Irish by birth, the daughter of
a joiner called Bryan Connor; and like her predecessor she was unable to sign her name.
That Andrew continued to go to sea is suggested by his absence from the censuses
(English or Scottish) of 1871, 1881 and 1891. In 1881, the Irish-born Mary Barron who
was taking in boarders at 15 Oakes Street, Liverpool, looks like his second wife, but no
such person is to be found ten years later. That the second Mary was dead by that time is
consistent with what we know about the last sad chapter in Andrew’s life.
On 16th September 1892, the Shields Daily Gazette reported an inquest which had been
held at the Low Lights Tavern, North Shields, on the previous evening. A body had been
found “floating in the River Tyne opposite Bay Horse Quay, Clive Street, on the morning
of the 14th inst.”. The report continued:

Henry Sadden, steward on board the barque Asiana, of St Johns, New Brunswick, at present
lying in the river Tyne ready for sea, said the body at the mortuary was that of Andrew
Barron, aged 55.  Deceased was a second mate.  He had not signed on board the Asiana, but
he had come from Liverpool for that purpose.  Witness saw him alive on Tuesday evening.
He left him at ferry landing, New Quay, to go for his clothes.  Deceased had got 15s
advance made to him that day.  Witness never saw him alive again.  He resided at 3 Anson
Place, Liverpool, and was a widower.  When witness left him he was the worse for drink.
He had signified his intention of being on board the vessel that night.

A police sergeant gave evidence about the finding of the body. The deceased’s clothes
contained one shilling and sixpence-halfpenny, a pair of spectacles, a knife and a key. A
doctor gave it as his opinion that death was the result of drowning; there was no evidence
of violence. A member of the jury thought that it was a dangerous spot and that a chain
should be put along the quayside. Thus ended the last of the seagoing Barron brothers.
Or perhaps not. On 24th June 1903, the Aberdeen Journal carried a notice of the death by
drowning, in Townsville, Queensland, of William Barron, shipmaster, beloved husband of
Mary Downie, of 24 Portland Street. They had married on 16th December 1884 at 38
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Jasmine Terrace, Aberdeen, when William (already a widower) was said to be 36 years old
and a mariner in the merchant service. He also claimed to be the son of William Barron,
joiner, deceased, and Isabella Barron, nėe Mitchell, also deceased. One of the witnesses
was James Barron, surely the eldest surviving son of the former mariner Gilbert Barron.
There can be little doubt that this William was the mysterious so-called grandson who had
appeared in William Barron’s Aberdeen household in 1851. In February 1878, when he
was examined for his certificate as Only Mate, and again in 1880 when he obtained his
Master’s certificate, he gave his address (as Andrew Barron had done) as 22 Virginia
Street. He seems to have been uncertain of his birthday, in 1878 giving it as 7th August
1848, and in 1880 as 7th July. It is not biologically impossible that he was William’s son –
Isabella would have been in her mid- to late forties in 1848 – but why not acknowledge
him as such? Only one of their (or rather Isabella’s) children could plausibly have been
his parent: the Isabella who was born in 1829, the future wife of Robert Gray of Bogenlea.
Perhaps he was brought up by William and Isabella snr alongside their own Margaret (b.
1841) and never knew that he was not their child. If this is a reasonable scenario, we can
see that both Isabellas had wandered a little before settling down to a long married life.
The earliest of the certificates William produced at his examination in 1878 dated from
1868; like Andrew Barron, he had served on the Mamelon, in 1870–1. Between 1874 and
1880, his recorded service was entirely on the new-built, London-registered Glen Ville,
described as a three-masted schooner or brigantine. Commanded by a Captain Munro or
Monroe, the Glen Ville crossed several times to South America and the Caribbean,
importing sugar. It was immediately after one such voyage that William obtained his
Mate’s certificate in February 1878. In the July, he was off again with Munro, bound for
the Cape. From there, the ship arrived at Pernambuco in Brazil on 7th December; she was
back by February 1879 and loading at Greenock.  After another voyage of more than a
year, William obtained his Master’s certificate in December 1880. At some point, he must
have acquired and then lost a wife, possibly not in Scotland. A single child was born to
him and Mary, on 26th October 1886, and given the name Williamina, presumably in
homage to her father. Her mother reported the birth; William may have been away.
There are several references to a William Barron of Aberdeen serving as First Mate on
ships which made the long haul to Australia in the later 19th century, for example the
Trafalgar, which left London for Sydney on 23rd August 1888. A similar person made the
same journey on the same ship a year later, and again on the Cromdale in 1894. This can
plausibly, though not certainly, be identified as our man. Mary and Williamina were alone
together on census night in 1891, and in 1901 they were living with Mary’s father James, a
retired harbour worker. By this time, Williamina was probably already ill. Scarcely had
news of her husband’s death in Australia reached Mary Barron than her only child died, on
14th June 1903, having suffered from pulmonary tuberculosis for two and a half years.
Of the four seafaring Barrons identified here, only Gilbert left male children, and they
showed no disposition to go to sea. Between them, the Barrons had quartered the globe:
from Archangel and Riga to Quebec and Newfoundland, from the Cape to Brazil and Peru,
and finally to Australia. Their lives and doubtless hard times must have been typical of
those led by hundreds of Aberdonians during the 19th century; and probably many others
would prove to have had similar little secrets and mysteries in their family stories.
dmwaww@gmail.com Diana Webb No. 19327
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Never Believe Yer Ain Grannie (Part 1)
In Journal 113 (November 2009), I wrote about “The Adamson Millions – the Myth and
the Mystery” and my family’s ultimately fruitless efforts to claim the fortune. I briefly
mentioned my great-grandmother Helen Duff’s role in all this, saying that she had a lot to
answer for.  Too true – and I intend in this article to expand upon my cryptic remark.
Helen was born in 1835 in Banff, illegitimately to Alexander Duff and Janet Cruickshank.
Janet’s story is worthy of another article, so I’ll defer the circumstances of Helen Duff’s
birth. Helen was raised by her mother, sooner or later assisted by John Hardy (or Hardie),
a gardener from Alvah. Whether they ever married or not, John and Janet lived as
husband and wife for the rest of their lives at 19 Carmelite Street, Banff, and are buried in
the new cemetery (rather than the old kirkyard adjacent to their home).
Helen Duff appears in the 1841 census aged 6, and in 1851 aged 15, recorded as John’s
“daughter-in-law” rather than stepdaughter. In 1851 she was a house servant; by 1859 she
was a dressmaker; and in 1861 she was Helen Duff Hardie, general servant, aged 24 and
unmarried. Unmarried indeed – but she was already following in the ways of her mother.
Following her mother’s example
First, Helen had a child, named Janet Duff, born at 19 Carmelite Street in March or April
1858. I have been unable to find any formal birth registration.  Nor is the event mentioned
in the Banff Kirk Session, although they became aware of “the offence”.  The child died
aged 9 months on 20th January 1859, cause unknown – and her death was registered. The
baby was buried in Banff’s old kirkyard; her father will be forever unknown.
Even though statutory registration had begun in 1855, the lack of a birth record shows that
the family took little notice of their obligations.  This was reinforced when, on 7th March
1860, Helen Duff had a second illegitimate child – William Henry Grant Duff – still at 19
Carmelite Street. This time the birth was registered, albeit the father was unnamed. And
this time, the Banff Kirk Session did take an interest, worth repeating in full:

Duff accuses Henderson: Compeared Helen Duff, Carmelite Street, Banff, confessing that
on the 7th of March last, she gave birth to a male child (this being her 2nd offence) and
giving as the father, James Henderson, lately a farm servant in the parish of Culsamond,
now, near to Aberdeen; After suitable admonition from the Moderator, she was dismissed
[…] and summoned Apud Acta, to appear at next meeting of Session, and endeavour to
obtain from Henderson, an admission of his guilt. (Banff KS records, p. 265, 7th May 1860)
Duff & Henderson: Compeared Helen Duff begging to be dismissed from discipline, but
having procured no admission of guilt from Henderson, she was suitably admonished by the
Moderator, and dismissed […], and summoned Apud Acta, to appear at a future meeting,
and advised to procure an acknowledgement from the father.  (Ibid., p. 266, 2nd July 1860)
Helen Duff: Compeared Helen Duff begging to be restored, and to get her child baptised,
stating that the child is weakly.  Being suitably admonished by the Moderator, she was
dismissed for the present, and the Session granted her a Certificate of Poverty to enable her
to prosecute Henderson in the Civil Courts, and agree that her child be baptised, if her
mother take the Vows on herself. (Ibid., p. 269, 3rd September 1860)

She obviously didn’t take kindly to this, for a few days later, on 7th September, the child
was baptised – but in the local Roman Catholic Church. It seems Helen got around the
Kirk’s conditions and the father’s denials by swanning off to another denomination:
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Henderson : 1860 : William Henry Grant son of James Henderson & Helen Duff, born on
the seventh of March at Carmilite Street Banff, was baptized on seventh September of the
year in which he was born.  Sponsor Tho Davidson. (Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Banff)

Known thereafter as William Henry Grant Henderson, the weakly child died on 26th June
1870, aged 10. I’ve possibly identified James Henderson, for there is a concentration of
Hendersons in Culsalmond, but I’ve found no actual evidence. Rather than the more usual
way of naming such a child to point the finger at the reluctant father, the middle names
Henry and Grant seem to honour Helen Duff’s stepsister Charlotte Grant and her husband
John Henry. They married in 1848/9; and two of their children, William and Isabella
Hendry, were at 19 Carmelite Street in 1861 (as grandchildren of Helen’s stepfather John
Hardie). The forename William recurs in the Hen(d)ry family. This naming of William
Henry Grant Henderson, plus the 1861 census, let me conclude that Charlotte Grant (rather
than John Henry) was the illegitimate child of John Hardie.
Going up in the world
Helen Duff’s third transgression was with
John Adamson, Procurator Fiscal for the
Lower District of the County of Banff.
Their son was born on 12th June 1862 at
19 Carmelite Street, and named John
Duff. There is no mention of this event
in the Kirk Sessions; in other words, she
was not compeared, and it seems clear
that this event was never brought to the
Session’s attention (at least openly or
formally), almost certainly because of the
father’s social standing.  A family story
tells that he “bought off” Helen Duff with
a gift of six Hepplewhite chairs which
eventually got distributed around her
children, and he then had nothing further
to do with his son. There must have been
some goings-on in the background, because it was all of 18 months later that the Catholic
Church got a spot of repeat business, yet there is no suggestion that any of the family were
Catholic – indeed, John Adamson was apparently of the Free Church persuasion.

John Duff illegit child of Ellen and John Duff – born June 12 1862 was baptized by me 19
Jan 1864.  Sponsor Mary Scot.  Hugh McDowell.  (Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Banff)

Son John Duff quickly became known as John Adamson, although he later used “John
Duff Adamson” on a few occasions. He was brought up by his mother but, early on,
entered the merchant service as an ordinary seaman, eventually marrying and settling in
Portsoy, where he had a family of nine. Quite a few descendants survive. Indeed, one
actively pursued the “Adamson Millions” from 1930 until the 1970s, with one of his
granddaughters taking up the challenge well into the 21st century.  John kept in close touch
with his mother, naming children after his eventual stepfather John Watson and his half-
sister’s family. Sadly, John Adamson had a reputation as a drinker and a fighter.  His wife
was terrified of him, as were his children: for instance, some of the kids would buy a loaf
of bread and hide away in the coal shed until their father went back to sea.
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A few years later, Helen Duff reverted to type when she gave birth to Jane Duff on 15th

January 1867, again at 19 Carmelite Street. This time, she acceded to the Kirk Session,
and the child was baptised. Note how it is stated as her third offence, whereas this is her
fourth illegitimate child – John Adamson’s birth has been studiously overlooked.

Duff & Towler: Compeared also Helen Duff, No 9 [sic] Carmelite St Banff, confessing that
in the month of January 1867 she had brought forth a female child in fornication – being her
third offence, and giving James Towler, butcher, Fraserburgh, as the father of her pregnancy
– In respect of this being a trilapse the Session agree to report the case to the Presbytery of
Fordyce – and the session instruct their Clerk to write Session of Fraserburgh asking them
to summon Towler to appear here at the next meeting of Session – to be held on the first
Monday of March – or to deal with him themselves & report his declaration to this Session
– as they shall see fit. (Banff KS records, p. 418, 4th February 1867)
Duff v. Towler: Compeared also Helen Duff mentioned in last minute.  The Modr stated
that she had appeared before the Presbytery of Fordyce, and her case had been remitted by
the Presbytery to the Session with instruction to be very careful as to restoring her.  A
Communication from the Kirk-Session of Fraserburgh laid on the table states that the man
had been summoned to appear here today.  As he has not come the Session defer taking step
in the meantime – The woman was ordered to appear at a future meeting. (Ibid., p. 420, 10th

February 1867)
Duff v. Towler: Compeared also Helen Duff previously mentioned.  Towler being present
acknowledged himself to be the father of her Child, and producing a Satisfactory Certificate
from Methlick.  Both also professing their penitence, the Minister with consent of the
Session after suitable admonition restored them, and their child was baptized Coram [i.e.
then and there]. (Ibid., p. 422, 17th March 1867)

This situation must have been complicated by James Towler’s marriage on 31st December
1867, to Elizabeth Strachan. Whatever she thought about his premarital exploits, they
eventually had 11 children, all in Millbrex, where he was a crofter/farmer, having returned
to Towler farmfolk roots after his stint as a butcher in Fraserburgh. I’ve been told there
was no love lost between the Towlers and the Duffs. On the other hand, Jane Duff’s five
daughters, who as adults were frequent visitors from Canada, are known to have slipped
the reins of their Duff-side hosts in Banff to mysteriously visit their Towler cousins near
Turriff. Another story goes that there was a long-standing monetary arrangement. These
conflicting and somewhat vague stories only demonstrate how unreliable family tales are –
and I was told these snippets by contemporaries, including my own grandparents.
Jane Duff became known as Jane Towler or Jane Duff Towler or Jane Towler Duff. She
eventually married Macduff-born William Abercromby Boyd, lived there and produced
five daughters before emigrating to Canada in 1912. The family very much kept in touch
with their mother and an ever-expanding number of half-siblings. When Jane died in
1923, her widower came back to Scotland specifically to find another wife, which he did
by returning to Canada with Mary Ann Henderson, who worked at Boyds in Huntly. They
had a son, James Henderson Boyd, who became an internationally acclaimed but eccentric
printmaker and sculptor. He loved to hitch-hike around Scotland and, rather than spend
money on a decent B&B, preferred to sleep under the stars (“in ditches”, my cousin would
disparagingly say – she dreaded him turning up on her doorstep in Glasgow “reeking”).

Part 2 will appear in the next Journal.
anesfhs@blairatholl.plus.com Howard Watson Geddes No. 8808
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The Aberdeenshire McCombies: History, Tradition and Probabilities
If there is such a thing as a truly Aberdeenshire name, then McCombie is surely one.
McComie and its variants are from the Gaelic M’Thomaid, pronounced m’chomie. By the
end of the 19th century, most McComies now spelled their name “McCombie”.
William McCombie Smith’s entertainingly written and mostly well-documented Memoir
of the Families of McCombie and Thoms (1890) chronicles the McIntosh McComies in
Glen Shee and Glen Isla from the mid-16th century to the clan’s break-up and dispersion
and the death in 1676 of its seventh chief, John M’Intosh McComie (McComie Mor).  In
this last chief’s lifetime, “the family rose to its highest point of influence in Perthshire and
Forfarshire and sank to its lowest ebb under powers and circumstances which the haughty
chief was too proud to submit to and in his old age unable to resist”.
After the Civil and Covenanter Wars, and the restoration of Charles II in 1660, McComie
Mor, having originally fought with the Royalists under the Duke of Montrose and later
switched to support the Parliament and Cromwell, found himself on the wrong side. He
became a marked man, and life was made very hard for the clan, which gradually lost most
of its land and authority, provoking a long and bloody feud with neighbours and fellow
McIntosh clan members the Farquharsons. Almost landless and leaderless, the clan split
up, moving north and north-west to Aberdeenshire, Banffshire, Nairn and Inverness, using
the name McComie and later McCombie. Others moved south and east, often taking the
name Thom, McThom or Thomson, while some migrated to south-west Scotland and to
Northern Ireland, where the names McComish, McComb(e) and McColm were adopted.
According to the Memoir, McComie Mor had seven sons.  John and Robert were killed in
a fight with the Farquharsons (who also lost two of their number); of James and Thomas
little is known, except that they inherited lands near Coupar Angus, probably from their
mother’s family. Even less is known of Alexander, except that a family of McCombies in
London claims, controversially in my view, to be descended from him. Angus adopted the
more Saxon form of the name, MacThomas, and went south to Fife; and the seventh son
was Donal(d), who McCombie Smith says moved north to Aberdeenshire.
Whereas ample and indisputable documentary evidence is proffered for the first six sons’
existence, none has been found regarding a seventh son, far less to indicate that he was the
same Donal McComie who appears in the List of Pollable Persons for Aberdeenshire in
1696 as a tenant of a farm in Tough. The presumed connection between Donal and
McComie Mor is based entirely on family tradition passed down to Donal’s 2g-grandson
William McCombie (1802–90) of Easterskene and Lynturk, the first to document the
family genealogy; he managed to persuade McCombie Smith of its reliability, whence the
“knowledge” was transferred to immutable print and universally accepted – including,
later, by the revived Clan MacThomas Society through its erstwhile historian/genealogist,
the estimable Roger Pie, who made a persuasive case for its acceptance.
Having found no evidence of a seventh son in all his research, McCombie Smith is clearly
uncomfortable with this lacuna.  He was also confronted with the tradition among the
descendants of Angus McComie that Donal was the eldest son of McComie Mor, not the
youngest as held by Donal’s descendants.  To bypass the issue, he stated blandly that, in
his opinion, the weight of evidence favoured the latter but the question remained open.
The author then goes to some lengths to try to justify the claims. He found that Donal was
a natural leader who apparently spoke Gaelic, making it likely that he must have recently
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come from the Highlands, and especially that many of his immediate descendants were of
huge build and had great strength and courage, just like McComie Mor.
But the real story could be quite different. The clan’s dispersion in the late 17th century
was not the first McComie migration.  They seem to have been established particularly in
Aberdeen(shire) but also in Inverness and Perthshire long before then.  As early as 1556,
we find an assize upon Ferquhair McCombquy, summoned at Elgin (George Black’s The
Surnames of Scotland). Among the earliest recorded settlements was that in or near Logie
Coldstone in south-west Aberdeenshire, less than 40 miles from Glen Isla.  There are
many more examples of McComies present in Aberdeen, Moray, Banff and Inverness in
the early and mid-17th century – but it is those in Logie Coldstone who interest us most.
Donal (c. 1649–1714), putative seventh son of John McComie of Forter, appears in Tough
in 1696 while five McComie families are living less than 20 miles away as tenants and
subtenants of three large farms in Logie Coldstone.  According to John G. Michie’s
History of Logie Coldstone and the Braes of Mar (1896), these McComies were generally
believed to have also come from Glen Isla; but they were in “good circumstances” and
appeared to be too well established to have come north in the latter half of the century.
Indeed, as we will see, they must have done so more than 100 years earlier.
The record of a kirk session at Logie-in-Mar held on 10th and 17th April 1597 to consider a
case of alleged sorcery mentions George Makcomye as a kirk elder, as well as John and
George Makomeis as session participants. To have gained the status of elders, they must
have been there for some years previously. Some 50 years later, according to the records
of a Compensation Court in neighbouring Tarland, John and George McComy, both of
Ruthven, were compensated for animals and food “plundered and takin” by Covenanter
armies in 1647.  In 1696, three McComie families still occupied the same farms, where a
Joseph McOmie first appears in 1748, aged about 20 years.  Because of a hiatus (1720–48)
in the OPRs, rendering it impossible to identify which of the five McComies present in
1696 was his father or grandfather, Joseph is the earliest ancestor from Logie Coldstone to
whom present-day McCombies can be traced with certainty.  The OPRs for September
1716 and June 1719 record the births of children to each of Alister, James and Donal
MackHomie (as spelled).  Thus, were it not for the “tradition” of one branch of the family,
and the gaps in the OPRs, it would be reasonable to assume that Donal, a few miles along
the road in Tough, was one of this well-established colony rather than having moved
independently from Glen Isla in the second half of the 17th century.
The descendants of Donald (as we now call him) became the best-known and respected
family of Aberdeenshire McCombies who were at their most influential in the 19th century.
William of Tillyfour (1805–80) was an MP and famous breeder of Aberdeen Angus cattle;
and there were many others in farming, as well as clergymen, solicitors and physicians.
Few McCombies still so named survive in Aberdeenshire today, although there are some
in Australia, the USA, St Lucia and Greater London. Around 75% of McCombies now in
the North-East are descended from Joseph. William of Cairnballoch (1809–70), a farmer,
distinguished author and the first editor of the Aberdeen Free Press (predecessor of the
Press & Journal), was through his mother a 2g-grandson of Donald as well as a great-
grandson of Joseph – the families having joined through his parents’ marriage. We could
even say “rejoined”, as Joseph could well have been a (great-)nephew of Donald, and thus
related at the outset; but this is even less likely to be established with any certainty.
hamish.mccombie@gmail.com Hamish McCombie No. 2029
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John Coull

John Coull: From Fishing to Minesweeping
Last year, I followed the free six-week genealogy course offered by Strathclyde University
(through www.futurelearn.com). This encouraged me to look at my family tree again –
and, while researching on the Internet, I came across my grandfather’s name on the Moray
Roll of Honour, which was published in 1921 (intended as a “Biographical record of the
men and women connected with the county who took part in the Great War 1914–1918”):

COULL, John, No. O.N.3226 1st Engineman HMS Pitgaveny; born at Lossiemouth,
Dec. 11th 1883; joined at Aberdeen May 3rd 1915; served at Kirkwall. Mentioned in
dispatches 1917; awarded Distinguished Service Medal 1918. Son of John and Nellie
Coull, 11 Pitgaveny Street, Lossiemouth.  Occupation, engineman.

Not all details were correct – Nellie was his wife, not his mother – but I was sure it was
him. By the time the war broke out, he was over 30 and had a young family. Though he
had originally trained as a carpenter, by 1911 he was an “engineer on a steam drifter”.
What surprised me about the information on the Roll of Honour was his naval service
during the First World War. I knew nothing of this, especially the award of the DSM. I
decided to try find out more – why was the medal awarded, and what had happened to it?
The Pitgaveny, a steel boat just over 80 feet long, was a steam drifter built in 1909 in
North Shields for a Lossiemouth owner and registered in Inverness (INS11).  When the
First World War broke out, the Admiralty hired many fishing boats to take part in naval
duties such as minesweeping. This is what had happened in May 1915 to the Pitgaveny
and her crew, who found themselves joining the Navy. They were posted to Scapa Flow
to carry out minesweeping and net duties.
The loss of HMS Hampshire occurred off Orkney on 5th June 1916. Over 700 men died.
This incident is well known because Lord Kitchener was among the dead, and the loss is
commemorated by a memorial in Orkney. The Pitgaveny was involved in minesweeping
duties in the same area on 22nd June. She followed behind the yacht Evening Star and was
the officers’ drifter. Behind her in formation were six other drifters approximately 100
yards apart. One of these vessels was the Laurel Crown. Unfortunately, she detonated a
mine and quickly sank.  A boat from the Pitgaveny picked up the only
body found, which was that of the engineman, Thomas Baker. The
men who died in the Laurel Crown are now commemorated on the
Kitchener memorial in Orkney. Another mine was also found by a boat
from the yacht Evening Star. It was towed ashore and detonated.
The information about the sinking of the Laurel Crown gave me some
idea of the work that my grandfather had been involved in, but I have
still been unable to find a citation for his award of the DSM. The only
information was contained in the London Gazette, where the award was
published on 17th September 1918:

Honours for Services in the Auxiliary Patrol, Minesweeping and
Coastal Motor Boats, between the 1st January and 30th June 1918
To receive the Distinguished Service Medal
Engmn. John Coull RNR O.N. 3226 E.S.  [he was twelfth on the list]

The National Archives has a list of War Honours and Awards for the
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John Coull’s medals, from left: British
Victory Medal, ’14–’15 Star, DSM

Royal Naval Reserve dated 1921. It states that 754 men were awarded the DSM. Of
these, 487 were “trawler ratings” – as also were over half of those  “Mentioned in
Dispatches”.
I obtained his service record from the National
Archives, hoping to find more information. He
was 5’ 7” with fair complexion, dark blue eyes
and a 36” chest, but the only comment about the
DSM was “Awarded”. I was interested to see
that he had also had a share, amounting to £54,
of the wartime Naval Prize Money distributed in
1920, 1922 and 1923. Many of the fishing
boats continued their minesweeping duties after
the end of the war.  John Coull was finally
discharged in July 1919.
Until recently, I didn’t know what had
happened to my grandfather’s medals – but my
cousin in Lossiemouth sent me photographs of them, so part of the mystery was solved.
John must have had leave from war duties occasionally, because my mother, Nellie Coull,
was born on 28th April 1918 at 11 Pitgaveny Street, Lossiemouth.  Her grandmother,
Isabella (née McLeod), registered the birth.
Also on the Moray Roll of Honour is John’s elder brother James (b. 1880; a cooper like
their father), who served on the Arndilly Castle (INS500). Seemingly, the National
Maritime Museum in Greenwich has pen-and-ink drawings by the artist Peter Frederick
Anson of both the Pitgaveny and the Arndilly Castle.
libby@spoig.co.uk Libby Lamb No. 15653

—oOo—

Robert Cairns (1858–1928), a Man of Many Words
In the Scotsman of 26th June 1928, we find a report of the sudden death of Mr Robert
Cairns, aged 70, of 1 Glengyle Terrace, Edinburgh, who had collapsed in the street while
walking along Fountainbridge the previous morning. The article goes on to say that
Cairns, who had been living in retirement for a number of years, was for many years
English master at Elgin Academy; he was a native of Blyth, Northumberland.
Why should family and local-history researchers with any interest in the old counties of
Moray and Nairn take particular notice of the death of an Englishman who happened, for a
period of time, to work in our area of Scotland?
In 1907, the English Association’s Scottish Branch set up a group to be called the Scottish
Dialects Committee, with the purpose of collecting material for a national dictionary by
gathering in words and meanings which had hitherto escaped the dictionaries. Cairns, by
then well entrenched as English master at Elgin Academy, volunteered to help, and set
about with a vengeance gathering and compiling words – their spellings, meanings and
uses – local to Moray and Nairn.  His work may only have been a small part of a national
project, and but a fraction of the eventual Scottish National Dictionary (SND), but his
efforts went a long way to recording the dialects of this part of the country.
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Reproduced by kind permission of the Editor, Northern Scot

We are doubly blessed: not only are the results of this incomer’s diligence evident
throughout the SND, but also his work relating to the old counties of Moray and Nairn is
available as a 661-page manuscript document, called The Moray and Nairn Word Book,
held, as a valuable part of their collection, by Elgin Heritage Centre at Elgin Library.
Robert Cairns was born at Blyth in 1858 to William Cairns, tailor, and his wife Robertina
Coxon. Moving to Edinburgh, Cairns trained and eventually became English master at
Dunfermline Academy around 1891 or 1892. In October 1893, he married Marion Bird
Romanes, a daughter of press proprietor Archibald Romanes and his wife Marion Bird;
Marion Romanes Cairns, their first child, was born at Dunfermline in the same year!
Early in 1894, Cairns applied for, and attained, the position of English master at Elgin
Academy, taking up his post almost immediately. Living first at 10 South College Street,
the family had moved by the time of the 1901 census to Abbey Cottage, Abbey Street, but
by 1904 were living at Rowan Cottage, 5 Queen Street – their final address in Elgin.
A son, William Hewitson Cairns, was born at Elgin in 1895; and Robertina Mary Cairns
was born in 1897.  The eldest child, Marion, died in February 1899, around the same time
as the birth of a third daughter, Katherine Olive Cairns. Rosalind Cairns (b. 1901) and
Margaret Romanes Cairns (b. 1904) completed the family.
Elgin Academy was, by
comparison to today’s
establishment, small: there
were no more than eight
members of staff. In this
group photograph printed
in the Northern Scot,
Christmas Number, 1904,
Robert Cairns can be seen
standing centrally in the
back row behind the
rector, Edward Kerr.
Throughout the first
decade of the 20th century,
in addition to his teaching
job, Cairns seems to have
involved himself in other local matters on the committee of the local branch of the
Educational Institute for Scotland (EIS) and as a member of the Banffshire Field Club.
Although the Scottish Dialects Committee was set up before the end of 1907, only in 1911
does any reference to Cairns’s involvement come to light, when he presented a paper at a
meeting of the Banffshire Field Club entitled “Dialect of Morayshire”. In 1914, he also
presented a paper on the “Dialect of Moray Fishermen”.
The logbooks of Elgin Academy from 1894, when Cairns moved to Elgin, and 1912–13 do
not seem to have survived. Surviving records from 1913–14 onwards, summarised by
Charles Scott in Elgin Academy Yesteryear, a manuscript in the care of Elgin Heritage
Centre, paint a picture of Cairns’s work at the academy not of a standard or style suitable
to the liking of the then rector, Edward Kerr. Time and time again, Kerr criticises Cairns:
“Found Mr Cairns taking up his time with the subject of visible speech when he should
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have confined the attention of the class to the work necessary for the Leaving Certificate
exams”.  It would seem Cairns involved his pupils in his extra-curricular activity.
In October 1913, five candidates were put forward to fill five vacancies on Elgin Town
Council; there was thus no need to hold an election.  Although Cairns was not one of the
nominations, by the time of the last council meeting of 1913, Provost Wilson had resigned,
creating a vacancy which at that time could be filled by the members of council co-opting
a suitable replacement. The names of Robert Cairns and local architect John Wittet were
proposed – but, before the council could vote on the matter, the architect withdrew, so
Cairns was co-opted to serve, being told he would have to stand for election the next year.
In late 1914, there was again the same number of nominations as vacancies and no need
for an election, so Cairns continued as a councillor. In 1915 and later years, because of the
then war, an Act of Parliament was brought forward which suspended local elections, so
Cairns and those other councillors from 1914 continued unopposed.
As a member of the Town Council, Cairns was very low-profile: he is known to have been
a member of the Free Library Committee, convener of the Books Committee, chairman of
the Subscription Library Committee and an ardent supporter of the War Savings
Committee, but seems not to have held any of the key positions within the council.
Suddenly, at the start of the school year in August 1918, it was announced Cairns was to
leave Elgin Academy. The Elgin Courant & Courier of 16th August 1918 reported:

Mr R. Cairns, English master in Elgin Academy, has been offered and accepted the post of
English master in Turriff Higher Grade Public School at a salary in advance of that which
he is receiving in Elgin.  He will take up his new position at an early date.  Mr Cairns was
appointed to the teaching staff of Elgin Academy early in 1894, and the last distribution of
prizes was the 25th he has seen.  The success which has attended Mr Cairns’ work as a
teacher of English has been shown in the gratifying results in the Leaving Certificate
examinations.  He was not a slave to routine and regulations, but set himself a high standard
of work.  Some years ago he introduced the teaching of English phonetics into the Academy
and it may be mentioned that, when the English Association was formed, they published
three schemes of English as representative of Scotland, and one of them was the scheme of
English used in Elgin Academy.

The Elgin Academy logbooks give no reason for Cairns’s move; perhaps his working
relationships with his rector, Kerr, had irrevocably broken down. Perhaps, though, the
increased salary was also attractive to a man approaching retirement.
Cairns continued his involvement with the EIS as president of the Turriff Branch, and was
elected a member of the Turriff School Committee. Although he was away from his area
of interest, his work on his book must have continued: in 1915, he presented another paper
to the Banffshire Field Club, called Displacement of Gaelic by English, in which he
attempted to describe the decline of the language in the counties of Moray and Nairn.
Retirement
Cairns retired from this new position at the end of the 1922–3 school year; his parting
address was reported by the Aberdeen Press & Journal of 1st May 1923.   He said he was

taking leave of his profession, it was 52 years past since he began to teach.  It was a mistake
to praise the old days in comparison with those of to-date, a mistake arising from ordinary
fallacies, begged the question, compared the best of the old world with the worst of the new.
Teachers, at least, had nothing to gain by these false views, and could not afford to walk in
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such ignorance.  Fifty years ago social conditions were very much worse than they were to-
day, a large part of the children were not at school, and of those at school irregularity was
common and largely ignored.  Parental authority, of which they heard much to-day, was, in
general, greater, and parental duties were left undone on account of ignorance and poverty.
Schools 140 children would be found being taught by two teachers in two rooms.

With retirement, Robert Cairns thus had time to complete his project, and in 1927 he
produced his grand manuscript The Moray and Nairn Word Book: consisting of historical
examples, grammar and vocabulary of the two counties. In the introduction, he states:
“Many of the words were taken down from being spoken, and appear in print for the first
time”, and he goes on to comment on the disappearance of words, either displaced by
modern names of things, or thought to be old-fashioned or vulgar.
Cairns thanked many people for their efforts in helping him compile his list; he
particularly thanked the pupils of the two highest classes of Elgin Academy, who prepared
vocabularies and discussed the pronunciations in the various parishes, the grammar and
idiom with the keenest interest.  Does this go some way to explaining his rector Kerr’s
reference to visible speech in one of his reports?
After introducing the subject and describing the sounds of the local dialect, Cairns starts
his massive list.  The first word is, of course, A – as the personal pronoun, used locally in
place of I; the last word is Zulu – a noun, a deep-sea boat, carrying eight men and a boy.
Although Robert Cairns was not an Elgin loon, and may even be thought of as an incomer,
he has left a legacy in his Moray and Nairn Word Book; by his efforts, the dialect of our
area has been preserved.  He died, aged 70 years, on 25th June 1928 and was survived by
his wife and five of their six children.
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Journal Submissions
Submissions to the Journal are always welcome.  Please send text and images separately (not embedding
images in a document), e-mailed to journal@anesfhs.org.uk or queries@anesfhs.org.uk
Prospective articles and other items should have genealogical and North-East Scotland content.  Articles,
extracts or images may also be published on the Society’s website or may be re-used in subsequent
ANESFHS Journal editions.  All submissions will be acknowledged by e-mail.
The next Journal will be published in August 2018.  The last date for submissions is 6th July 2018.

Format – Please type your article on a computer and send it as an e-mail attachment.  Sorry, we no longer
accept handwritten submissions.  Source/reference lists are fine, but we prefer no footnotes/endnotes.
Illustrations – For best reprographic results in the Journal, please send images at the highest possible
resolution.  We have limited space, and the A5 size format means that the quality may be somewhat less
than you expect.  If you wish to send any originals, then please contact the Editor (not the Centre at King
Street).  If you require originals to be returned, then please state this clearly and include return postage.
Permissions and credits – We can only publish copyright material if due permission has been obtained
and is included.  For copyright material, and for all photographs and other images, please always state the
source (publication, website, photographer and so on).
Length – Keep it reasonably short.  We have limited space, so long articles may be edited.  If you have a
really long tale to tell, then why not write it as two (or more) parts?
Computer details – Please use a format that can be read by a PC running Microsoft Word.  Any font or
size of text is acceptable.  If in doubt, send plain text.  If sending illustrations, any standard format is
acceptable – as long as these are in files separate from the text.
Advertisements – Electronic copy is preferred.  Note that the original size of the Journal is A4 before
photo-reduction to A5, and so a quarter-page advert should be prepared as 175mm (w) x 60mm (h).
The rates for advertisements, per Journal issue, are:
 £30.00 (black and white) or £45.00 (colour) per quarter-page (doubled for a half-page)
 £45.00 b/w or £60.00 colour for one third of a page (175 x 90mm)
 £90.00 b/w or £120.00 colour for a full page (175 x 270mm).

Writing to the Society
Please send all correspondence to The Family-History Research Centre (address on back cover).  To help
us be more efficient, please detail your requirements on separate sheets (with your name and membership
number) according to which service you wish to call upon or which office-bearer you wish to write to – or
use the appropriate e-mail address (see opposite page) to minimise delays.

Change of address
If you have access to the Internet, then PLEASE use the special form on our website to notify address or
e-mail address changes.  This form is processed automatically on receipt, ensuring fast service.  If you
write to the Membership Department, please quote your membership number.

Publications Sales
We stock a wide range of titles with emphasis on Scottish genealogy.  Individuals who are prepared to place a
standing order for all Society publications qualify for a 33% discount.  An up-to-date catalogue, Family and
Local History Publications for Sale, can be downloaded from our website.

For all information on publications and how to order, see www.anesfhs.org.uk, “Publications” tab.

Disclaimer
The Society cannot vouch for the accuracy of offers of services or goods that are advertised in the Journal, or be
responsible for the outcome of any contract that a reader may make with an advertiser.  Views expressed in
contributions are the author’s and not necessarily the Society’s. The Editor reserves the right to amend any
copy.  The Society Library does not necessarily hold copies of books quoted or referenced in this Journal.
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