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CALDERDALE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
Incorporating HALIFAX and DISTRICT 

 
Calderdale Family History Society was founded on the 7th March 1985. 
We aim  

• To encourage interest in,  and assist with, research relevant to the study of family 
history in Halifax and the Calder valley.  

Our area  

• Covers the modern Calderdale Council established in 1975, which broadly covers the 
same area as the Ancient Parish of Halifax, with the addition to the west of the town-
ship of Todmorden and Walsden. 

We do this by 

• Holding  meetings,  usually on the 4th Thursday of each month  (except December) in 
Halifax. 

• Publishing The Scrivener, a quarterly journal, in paper form for full members and on our 

website for internet members. Contact the Editor. 

• Publishing a monthly Newsletter for members who have an email address, and a Fa-
cebook page. Contact the Assistant Webmaster.  

• Hosting a website www.cfhsweb.com/web/, and a members’ forum. Contact the Web-
master. 

• Running a Research Room at Brighouse Library two half days a week for personal 
research. Contact the Research Room co-ordinator. 

• Running projects to transcribe records relevant to members’ research. Contact the 
Projects Co-ordinator. 

• Publishing transcribed records. Contact the Publications Officer. 

• Providing an enquiry and search service from our records in the Research Room. 
Contact the Enquiry service Co-ordinator. 

• Maintaining a list of members’ interests by surname and dates of interest, which are 
available  to members on the website. Each quarter new additions are published in 

The Scrivener. Contact the Members’ Interests Co-ordinator. 

• Maintaining an index of “Strays” (Calderdale people who appear in records else-
where). Contact the Strays Co-ordinator. 

Membership 

• Is open to all family historians who have an interest in the area. Contact the Member-
ship Secretary. 

• Annual subscriptions are £10.00 for UK individuals (£12.00 for family membership), 
£15/ £17 for Overseas 

• Internet membership is £5.50/ £7.50  which only provides information such as the 
journal on the Internet, but not on paper. 

• Subscriptions are due on the 1st of the month, on the anniversary of joining the Socie-
ty (cheques made payable to CFHS.) and should be sent to the Treasurer. 

• Overseas payments must be made in sterling, drawn on a bank with a branch in the 
UK, by Sterling Money Order. 

• Membership subscriptions may be paid annually by Standing Order: 
                Account Name : Calderdale FHS   Bank Sort Code : 30-93-76    Acc. No. 01670491 
                Reference to use : Memb. No. & Surname. (eg 1234Smith) 

• Credit Card payments for subscriptions and purchases of our publications may be 
made over the Internet via Genfair (www.genfair.co.uk). 

Contacting the Society 

• All correspondence requiring a reply must be accompanied by a S.A.E. Contact the 
Secretary or appropriate officer. 

• The names, addresses and email contacts of the Society’s officers and co-ordinators 

appear inside the back cover of The Scrivener and on the Society’s website. 
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THE  SCRIVENER 
 Publication Dates                             Deadline Dates for Copy  
 

WINTER 2018 (December)   NOVEMBER 12th 
SPRING  2019 (March)    FEBRUARY 18th 
 SUMMER 2019 (June)    MAY 1st 
 AUTUMN 2019 (September)  AUGUST 19th 
  

Please note that, due my other commitments, the copy date for the 
Summer issue is MAY 1st. Editor. 

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
 
Under the terms and conditions of the General Data Protection Regulation 
(2018) when you join Calderdale Family History Society (CFHS) as a 
member, or renew your membership, you agree that your personal infor-
mation will be stored in a retrieval system and saved as a hard copy.  A 
subset of this information is also held, securely, on the CFHS website for 
the purposes of allowing member access to the Members Only section of 
the website.   Names & E-Mail addresses only may be published in the 
Society Quarterly magazine, The Scrivener, for any member participating 
in the Members' Interests System. 
 
If you decide not to renew your membership, or your membership of 
CFHS lapses, all your personal information will be deleted from all retriev-
al systems (electronic or paper hard copy) after up to 24 months of your 
membership expiring. 
 
You may, at any time, withdraw your consent by contacting CFHS GDPR 
Controller by E-mailing systems@cfhsweb.com or in writing to the Society 
Secretary.   This may exclude you from the ability to use some of the So-
ciety's facilities. 
 
You may view the information that we hold by applying to the Membership 
Secretary - membsec@cfhsweb.com.   You may also view the Society 
Data Protection Policy and the GDPR Compliance Document by applying 
to the Secretary - secretary@cfhsweb.com 

Insurance Exclusions 
The insurance which we hold for certain activities undertaken by mem-
bers is limited to cover for members under 75 years of age.  Consequent-
ly, any member over 75 who is concerned about taking part in specific 
Society activities should contact the Secretary for clarification. 

mailto:systems@cfhsweb.com
mailto:membsec@cfhsweb.com
mailto:secretary@cfhsweb.com
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COVER PICTURE 
 

Mackie's Printers’ visit to Shibden Hall 1922 
contributed by Glynn Sutcliffe. 

 
His uncle Edward Gordon Churchman (1905-1923) went on to work 
for Mackie’s Printers, which is said to have been on Waterhouse 
Street in Halifax. In the picture, Edward Gordon is immediately be-
hind John Lister at the door of Shibden Hall.  
 
Edward Gordon died of a brain haemorrhage just short of his 18th 
birthday and is buried in All Soul’s Cemetery, Boothtown. 

Editorial 
 
Well, 25th May has come and gone,  and the General Data Protec-
tion Regulation  is now in place. I guess we have all been hassled 
to renew our consent to receiving all sorts of advertising, which we  
may or may not want. I have found it quite useful for getting rid of a 
lot of advertising that I don’t want. I suspect a lot more will continue 
to come without my consent. 
 
As Peter Lord explains elsewhere, CFHS has tried hard to make it 
simple for members. Some other organisations have not been so 
considerate, and we can guess why. 
 
Of course you are all much too smart to fall for scams and cold call-
ers. You know the drill; If someone cold calls you, put the phone 
down. Don’t bother trying to check up on them; it’s not worth it. If it 
looks too good to be true, it is too good to be true.  No, I have never 
been scammed; I’m just ultra cautious. It saves a lot of trouble. 
 
But I can assure you that CFHS will not sell your data on! 
 
Meanwhile, many thanks to everyone who has contributed to 
Scrivener. I really do appreciate it. Please keep your  articles etc. 
coming! 
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CFHS Talk ~ October 2017 
LOST ON THE LUSITANIA 

By W J. TAYLOR 
 
 

 
 
 

RMS Lusitania 
 
The Lusitania was a British ocean liner built by John Brown and Co 
on Clydebank.  At the time of its launch in 1906, it was the world’s 
largest passenger ship and as the first ship with four funnels it be-
came the emblem of the Cunard White Star line.  It was a large ship 
in every respect, being 780 feet long and weighing over 30,000 
tons.  It had 2,165 passenger cabins including 563 saloons in first 
class, 464 in second and 1,138 in third class. Fitted with four revolu-
tionary turbine engines, it became the first ship to cross the Atlantic 
from Liverpool to New York in under five days and held the Blue 
Riband for making the fastest transatlantic crossing.   
 
Family Connections 
 
Mr W J Taylor was our speaker at our family history society meeting 
in October and he illustrated his interesting talk with pictures, maps 
and his family tree.  He was born in Liverpool and lived there during 
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his early years, before the war.  As a young boy, his mother used to 
take him on a bus journey to visit two of her aunts, Lizzie and Lillian, 
one of whom worked in the fish market and the other in a milk bar, 
close to Liverpool Cathedral.  
 
Mrs Taylor used to make occasional visits to the Cathedral after 
visiting her aunts.  Inside the Cathedral was a memorial book from 
the first world war, enclosed in a glass-topped case.  Each day a 
page was turned to display the names of those who had died in the 
conflict.  Mrs Taylor searched the open pages of this book, but 
failed to find the name of the person she was searching for. 
 
Young Master Taylor was too young at the time to know the name 
of the relative she was seeking.  Years later when he became inter-
ested in his family history, his mother had died, and it was then too 
late to ask for information.  It was his eldest son who mentioned that 
his grandmother had been searching for the name of one of her 
cousins, who had gone away to sea.  Her family surname was Cur-
rie.  His mother’s aunt Catherine had married a William Pimblett 
who had been a chief steward on the Queen Mary and Queen Eliza-
beth. 
 
Lusitania’s Final Voyage - Warning 
 
The Lusitania’s sister ship was the Mauretania.  Both were Cunard 
vessels and were launched about the same time.  At the beginning 
of the first world war the Government decided that the Mauretania 
would be used as a hospital ship and the Lusitania used for cross 
Atlantic journeys, because of its speed.    
 
On 1st May 1915, the Lusitania steamed out of New York harbour 
on its cross Atlantic voyage towards Britain.  A week or so before 
the liner’s departure, a German sponsored advertisement had been 
placed in the New York papers, reminding passengers that Germa-
ny had declared the seas around the United Kingdom to be a war 
zone.  Any ships flying the flag of Great Britain or her allies in the 
inshore waters around the British Isles, were threatened with attack 
and destruction.  This notice appeared adjacent to Cunard’s adver-
tisement for the Lusitania’s imminent departure for Liverpool. 
 

Bowler Bill, the Lusitania’s ship’s master claimed that the liner could 
outrun any German submarine.  Once the journey commenced, 
three German spies were discovered on board and were locked up 
in the cells in the lower parts of the ship. 
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German U Boat Submarine Activity 
 
Meanwhile, three German UC1 class of submarines were ordered 
to travel towards British waters.  U30 headed for the area around 
Dartmouth.  The other two took a route around Scotland and await-
ed English transport ships coming from the west and south coast of 
England.  Several of these ships were collecting soldiers from the 
Irish regiments to take them to Liverpool and Milford Haven and the 
south coast.  One of the U boats attacked an American oil tanker, 
the Gulflight and three American sailors were killed.  It was hoped 
that this international incident would provoke the Americans to be-
come involved in the war, but at the time these fatalities became 
considered as casualties of war.  U30 submarine returned to Ger-
many and the U27, which had suffered damage also returned 
home. 
 
The captain the third submarine, U20 was Lieutenant Walther 
Schweiger.  He was well thought of in the German Navy and re-
garded by his crew as a good skipper, but he didn’t have much in 
the way of scruples.  In 1915 he had ordered an attack on an empty 
outward-bound hospital ship. The U20 had left Emden on Germany 
on 30th April.  Within the next few days, Schweiger had attempted to 
sink two neutral ships, one Danish and the other Swedish, a small 
schooner, the Earl of Lathom and had torpedoed Candidate and 
Centurion.  By 7th May, U20 was positioned near the south coast of 
Ireland near the Coningberg lightship, fifty miles north east of 
Queenstown.  By this time, it was running short of fuel and had only 
three torpedoes left. 
 
Royal Naval Intelligence intercepted German messages and passed 
these on to the British Admiralty, noting submarine activity in the 
southern part of the Irish channel and that the Lusitania was being 
targeted.  Captain William Turner decided to take the Lusitania 
along an inshore channel, close to the south coast of Ireland.  
These prudent precautions included a night time blackout of the 
ship, doubling the number of lookouts on the ship and ordering all 
watertight doors on the vessel to be closed. The lifeboats were 
swung out away from the side of the ship, so they could be loaded 
easily, if needed. 
 
Torpedo Attack 
 
The Lusitania was travelling ten knots faster than any submarine.  
Its maximum speed had been reduced from 25 to 21 knots as half 
of its boilers had been decommissioned.  The reason for this was 
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because of the wartime shortage of coal.  Shipping companies were 
told to reduce the amounts of coal they used as it was needed for 
essential industries on land.   
 

Despite the morning fog, the Lusitania was easily identifiable with 
its distinctive four funnels and was spotted by the German subma-
rine, cruising on the surface.  The German crew were called to their 
action stations and the submarine dived under the waves.  Once the 
Lusitania was in range, the torpedoes were fired.  The first one hit 
the Lusitania at the front, underneath the bridge.  Within six 
minutes, the liner began to sink, eight miles off the Old Head of 
Kinsale.  There was a second major explosion under the deckhouse 
at the front.  The biggest hole on the side of the ship was where 
most of the water flooded in.    
 
The ship had reduced speed but was still travelling at about 18 
knots when it sank.  One of the four funnels exploded.  The ship 
listed to one side, twisted and began to sink at an angle.  Of the 
forty-eight lifeboats on board only eight of them were lowered suc-
cessfully for almost 2,000 passengers.  There was an appalling loss 
of life as 1,198 passengers and crew failed to survive. Many of the 
casualties were trapped below the water line, unable to escape.  
There were 139 American passengers on board including Charles 
Frohman, a Broadway impresario and Alfred Vanderbilt, a multi-
millionaire businessman. 
 
Rescue Attempt 
 
A Manx boat named Wanderer was fishing for mackerel and was 
within viewing distance of the Lusitania when it was hit, and the 
crew went to assist.  Within a quarter of a mile of the disaster they 
found bodies in the sea, some swimming but most of them were 
dead.  Over one hundred people, including women, children and 
four babies, were taken on board their fishing boat.  They towed two 
of the lifeboats with about 50 – 60 people on board towards the 
shore.  They rescued just over 300 survivors, several of whom had 
lost or broken limbs and many of them were naked or semi naked.  
As the fishing boat approached the coast they were met by a paddle 
wheel tug, named the Flying Fish.  The survivors were transferred 
to the tug and taken into harbour for medical help. The Wanderer 
returned to the site of the wreck, but no more survivors were found.  
Many of the dead were buried at Cobh/Queenstown or Kinsale, 
including a hundred children.  There is a memorial and statue at 
Cobh. 
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Captain Turner, the fifty-eight year old skipper, survived the attack.  
According to the report in an American newspaper, he was on the 
ship’s bridge when it was torpedoed.  Waves swept the bridge 
doors open and washed him out of the ship into the sea.  Somehow, 
he managed to grab the ship’s documents and charts to take with 
him.  He climbed aboard a wooden seat floating in the sea and was 
rescued three hours later.  He had taken a reading of the ship’s 
location just prior to the attack.  As the ship had been travelling at 
about 18 knots, it covered about two miles, leaving a trail of debris 
before it reached its final resting place at the bottom of the sea at a 
depth of 13,000 feet. 
 
There were major explosions as the ship sank.  Explanations for 
these have been suggested as caused by the boiler or pipework 
explosions or coal dust mixing with salt water. The Germans justi-
fied treating the Lusitania as a naval vessel as their view was that 
the ship was carrying hundreds of tons of war munitions, concealed 
in a half deck, making her a legitimate military target.  Allegations 
were made to support these claims but at the time were unable to 
be proved. 
 
The Lusitania had two cargo documents known as ship’s manifests.  
The first specified that some of the arms were being carried legiti-
mately.  A second list, published afterwards, stated that the ship 
was carrying 4,200 cases of ammunition, 1,000 rounds in each, 
1,250 cases of shrapnel shells and 18 cases of fuses and gun cot-
ton, made by Du Pont, which at that time were being supplied to 
Germany as well as Britain, by the Americans. The Germans 
claimed this as evidence that the Lusitania was being used as a 
military instead of a civilian vessel. 
 
Conspiracy Theories 
 
There is a conspiracy theory that Churchill and the chief Naval offic-
ers were aware that the Lusitania was sailing into danger.  They 
were hopeful that the attack would increase pressure on the United 
States to enter the war on the side of Britain, but President Wood-
row Wilson refused to act immediately.  The Americans claimed to 
be reluctant to become involved in the war as they considered it to 
be a domestic European matter.  The American Secretary of State 
was pro German and a pacifist and there were many German immi-
grants living in America.  The sinking of the Lusitania failed to get 
America’s immediate support. 
 
It was also claimed that Churchill could have made use of four of 
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the British destroyers, Legion, Lucifer, Linnet and Laverock to pro-
tect the Lusitania.  These ships had been travelling backwards and 
forwards across the English Channel during the previous week and 
had been used to protect the troopships going into Milford Haven.  
Their deployment however, would have reduced the Lusitania’s 
protected status under international law. 
 
The sinking of the Lusitania caused a major diplomatic uproar and 
played a significant role in shifting public opinion in the United 
States against Germany, especially as some American citizens had 
lost their lives.  It became a key factor in America joining in the war 
on the Allied side.  Protests from America and criticism of the Ger-
mans resulted in the abandonment of Germany’s unrestricted sub-
marine warfare on shipping going into Britain or Europe in Sept 
1915, but this was renewed early in 1917.  
 
Propaganda 
 
Within a day or two of the sinking of the Lusitania, postcards depict-
ing the explosion and the sinking of the ship with four funnels be-
came available, presumably in German post offices and newsa-
gents.  A privately produced German medallion also commemorat-
ed the sinking of the liner on 7th May, showing it laden with arma-
ments.  The reverse side of the medal displayed a caricature of 
death, in the form of a skeleton, shown standing behind the ticket 
office counter of the Cunard line in New York issuing tickets to pas-
sengers.   
  
The loss of the Lusitania was felt keenly in Liverpool as many of the 
crew and officers came from the Merseyside area and many of the 
local people had known someone who had been onboard.  The 
sinking of the Lusitania played a significant role in turning public 
opinion against Germany.  The British response was to avenge this 
attack with a drive to encourage more men to sign up. 
 
Two years later in 1917, a coded message from the Western Union 
telegram service was sent from Europe via the German Ambassa-
dor in America to his equal in Mexico City.  Codebreakers interpret-
ed and translated the message.  It claimed that the Germans want-
ed to keep the Americans from getting involved in the war, but if this 
was not possible, the Germans invited the Mexicans to support their 
side. Justification for this was that the Americans had previously 
taken Texas, New Mexico and Arizona from the Mexicans.  The 
Germans offered to return this land to the Mexicans if they won the 
war.  Japan would also be encouraged to join the German side.  
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Unrestricted German warfare was planned to recommence in Feb-
ruary 1917 and Mexico was offered money as well as land. 
 
The Memorial Book – A Return Visit to Liverpool Cathedral 
 
A substantial number of artefacts from the Lusitania are kept in the 
Maritime museum in Liverpool.  The first world war memorial book 
in Liverpool Cathedral is no longer on display in its original place 
and is now locked away for safe keeping.  It contains the roll of hon-
our of Army, Royal Air Force and Mercantile Marine personnel from 
the first World War.  Mr Taylor revisited the Cathedral, together with 
his wife about eighteen months ago.  By this time, he had discov-
ered the name of the relative his mother had searched for earnestly 
many years earlier.  His name is recorded in the mercantile marine 
section as James Pimblett greaser on the SS Lusitania.  Mr Taylor 
was able to photograph this entry in the memorial book.  There 
were four refrigeration greasers on board the Lusitania when it 
sank.  James Pimblett and William Henry Griffiths both lost their 
lives.  The other two greasers who survived the attack were James 
Dalrymple and John McEvoy and their names are listed on a web 
site on the internet. 
 
Mr Taylor concluded his talk by saying that he experienced the 
strangest sensation when he handled this memorial book.  He al-
most felt as though the hairs on the back of his neck stood up and 
that somebody who had searched in vain for several years for this 
record was looking over his shoulder. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Transcriber's note 
 
This is a fascinating but tragic story.  I have found it interesting to 
summarise and have learnt a great deal.  One of my family mem-
bers sent a postcard from Liverpool in Sept 1907 with a picture of 
the Lusitania, as he was planning to watch the liner arrive in Liver-
pool that afternoon. 
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CFHS Talk ~ August 2017 
PLACE NAMES 
By Keith Lister 

 
As a youngster travelling around with my parents in the car, I used 
to see these place names which fascinated me, like Bubwith, 
Wombwell, Much Wenlock, Macclesfield, Shepton Mallet and then 
of course there is that favourite Slaithwaite, Slow-it, or whatever you 
want to call it. So just to have a look at one or two of these. Bub-
with, for example is a name that goes back to 1086 and the Domes-
day Book; it is a wood or a dwelling which belonged to a man called 
Bubba. Shepton Mallet, I thought was probably something to do 
with sheep and yes, it is. The ‘ton’ is a farm and it was owned by the 
Mallet family who came over with William the Conqueror in 1066. 
Then of course there is Slaithwaite, Slat-waite or Slow-it. You can 
always tell when people are strangers because they will say Slay-
thwaite. This was a clearing where timber was felled. A lot of names 
relate to clearings in forests because this country was covered in 
forest after the Ice Age. We moved in and cleared openings and 
different people who later conquered Britain had different names for 
wood. In this case it is ‘waite’, Slaithwaite, is where timber was 
felled. This was first written down in 1178. 

We often take place names for granted but really, they are as much 
a part of England’s heritage as our language and our landscape. In 
England alone, there are just over twelve thousand places. The 
study of place names is a huge and highly technical business and it 
has been gathering pace since medieval times. Behind its modern 
form, every place name generally has an older name and some-
times it has been changed completely but often can be similar. We 
must be very wary when we are trying to interpret what something 
means. If I am out in the car, I take with me the English Dictionary 
to Place Names; a simple little book which gives you a little expla-
nation about places. It is quite enlightening. 

We have to be careful or we can fall into traps. One that I used to 
fall into was New York which I thought was named for our York be-
cause it is older and from Roman times. But that is not so. New 
York was named after James, the Duke of York who lived from 
1633 to 1701. So that was one of my ideas blown before I knew that 
that was a fact. We might suppose that Cambridge means the 
bridge over the River Cam. Not so. The river was the River Granta 
and was renamed the Cam by the Normans which then made it 
Cambridge but before that it was Grantbridge. Internationally many 
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places share the same name. For example, there are currently thirty
-one places called Victoria in nineteen different countries; there are 
twelve Athens; nine Berlins; four Londons; four Madrids, eight Paris-
es and five Romes. So, there is plenty of scope for confusion.  

Place names have been around a long time and before people’s 
names which came about in the 13th century when people began to 
own property and wanted a document to record that they had own-
ership and title to it. Occasionally in this country we do get new 
place names, but it is only very occasionally. Some things that are 
considered when place names are put together include folk names, 
habitation names and topographical names. 

So, let us have a look at folk names. This is the smallest group of 
names, but it is very important and interesting since it represents 
names of inhabitants in a place or district such as the old Anglo-
Saxon kingdoms of Essex, Sussex, Norfolk and Suffolk; also, Jar-
row, Hitchin, Clewer, Ridare and Ripon which are named after Sax-
on tribes. The names of deities are also reflected in place names. 
Wednesfield, which is after Wotan and Thundersley after Thor, are 
Viking names. Superstition also played a part in the pre-Christian 
era and place names such as the Devil’s Punchbowl, the Devil’s 
Ditch, the Giants Cradle conjure up images of magical powers. 
There are also hilltop churches associated with paganism, like 
Brentor Church in Devon and Mount St Michael in Cornwall. Also, in 
with folk names are places like Robin Hood’s Bay, which goes back 
to 1532 and then there is Tintagel and its association with King Ar-
thur.  

Habitation names is a much lighter group of names covering home-
steads, farms, enclosures, villages, hamlets, strongholds and cot-
tages. From Old English when you get ‘ham’ at the end of a name, 
like Middleham or Streatham that was a homestead at one time. 
‘Wic’ is a dwelling, found in place names such as Dulwich and 
Woolwich. A cottage, is ‘cot’, as in Didcot, and a ‘burg’ or ‘burgh’, a 
stronghold, such as Edinburgh. From Scandinavia we get ‘ton’ 
which at the end of the name such as Netherton, relates to a farm. 
‘Worth’ is an enclosure found in such as Saddleworth and Ems-
worth. We have ‘thorp’, which is an outlying farmstead, for example, 
Thorp Arch. In Thorpe Willoughby, the Willoughby name is some-
one who again came with the Normans and stuck his name on the 
end. Other features also included are ‘kirk’ for a church; Kirkham is 
a homestead with a church, and ‘a mill’, for example, Milnrow, 
Milnthorpe, a row of houses by a mill. 
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Finally, topographical names or geographical features. This is the 
largest group which covers natural or man-made features such as 
rivers, springs, lakes, fords, marshes, valleys, woods, clearings, 
streets and roads. River names for example include the ‘Plym’ in 
the River Plym in Plymouth so named because plums grew there; 
‘Chelmer’, in the River Chelmer at Chelmsford; Roch at Rochdale 
and Rom at Romford.  The River Itchin was pre-Celtic and the River 
Wey is incorporated in names like Weybridge and Weymouth. A hill 
(as in Redhill over at Castleford just off the M62) which in itself has 
many variants relating to its size and shape may also be described 
differently in other languages, like a beorg or a dun or a hlaw, a 
knoll over a down. Similarly, woodland clearings, which have al-
ready been mentioned, may be described as a ley, a leigh, or a 
royd.  

These variations often cause confusion but generally the earlier the 
original name is recorded, the better the chance there is of following 
it through accurately to the present day. A lot of words have been 
Latinised, Anglicised, shortened and of course phonetics plays a 
factor as well. Invading armies liked to change things and their influ-
ence in Great Britain can be traced through place names but sur-
prisingly few changes to place names were made by the Romans 
who were here between 43 BC to 450 AD. York, for example, has a 
Latin name, Eboracum and this is still reflected when the Archbish-
op of York signs his documents, Ebor. The Scandinavians of course 
then came along after the Romans and called it Jorvik. The Anglo-
Saxons introduced early place names of Celtic or British origin rep-
resenting the tribes’ territories, such places were Devon, Cornwall, 
Wales, Carlisle, Dover and Leeds, which was Loidis that goes back 
to 731 and means a strong, flowing river. 

Forest names came about then – Crick, Miller, Penge and Lytchet; 
river names - Avon, Exe, Exemouth, Exeter, Frome, Thames and 
Trent and the tradition of giving names to regional groups is reflect-
ed in the Saxons calling themselves the Celts. Wallas were foreign-
ers, hence the name Wales. So, people are perceived as being 
different to ourselves and given nicknames. So just to give few of 
them. The Scots refer to the English as Sassenachs. Sassenach is 
a Gaelic word for Saxon. In Devon, a visitor is called a grockle. 
What do we call country folk?  Yokels or rustics. Of course, Brum-
mies come from Birmingham. Cockney may be French for a rogue 
or a derogatory word for a soft town-dweller. Geordie was coined in 
the late 19th century being a term for Tyneside coalminers.  Mancu-
nians get their name from their Roman name for Manchester, 
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Mamucium.  Scouse, I am sure you know that, is relatively modern 
after the sailors’ dish lobscouse and Tykes are from Yorkshire.  

So, names were not recorded until the Christians got involved and 
this was when the monks came over from France. The Celts did not 
normally write their language down although they were very reli-
gious. The pagan population of Britain was converted to Christianity 
in the 7th and 8th centuries. The Venerable Bede (673 to 735AD) 
who was a Benedictine monk recorded Scandinavian place names 
in his publication, Ecclesiastical History of the English People. Un-
fortunately, he caused confusion by Anglicising some of the Latin 
names which did not correspond exactly with the original naming. 
So, in the 9th century the Anglo-Saxon Chronicler preserved tradi-
tion by writing things down, whether it was right or wrong was an-
other thing, mainly right. It was done in verse, which you can re-
member. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle forms a unique record of 
events that were regularly updated by the monks until well out of the 
Norman Conquest. So, we have to thank the monks for the work 
that they did recording names, peoples, places and many other 
things.  

Although the Normans were a ruthless and powerful army of occu-
pation, like the Romans a few of them lived here on their lands in 
this country. The French language like the Latin used by the Ro-
mans had little influence upon English place names. They did not 
impose it. However, those who did come to England and stayed 
named their castles, estates and monasteries in French. So, Battle, 
where the 1066 battle was held, goes back to 1086 and is the place 
where the Abbey was founded to commemorate the Battle of Has-
tings. Belvoir is a beautiful view, Grosmont is a priory of the hill that 
goes back to 1228 and is Norman, Richmond, is a strong hill, which 
is old French for riche plus mont, a strong mountain. Devizes is a 
place on the boundary and Herstmonceaux was Herst in 1086, 
which was a wooded hill and it then got a manorial affix afterwards 
relating to the Monceaux family, so it is a wooded hill of the Mon-
ceaux family. 

As recently as 1899, however, historian John Round began collect-
ing county place names leading to the formation of the English 
Place Name Society which was a huge undertaking and it con-
sumed the lifetime of a single scholar. The English Place Name 
Society is based in the English department at Nottingham University 
and is funded by the British Academy. It was discovered in the 
1950s that the records were defective because they had given in-
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sufficient account of the old field names which I believe are im-
portant. They have now put that right. Even though we have all this 
knowledge, we must be careful when we look at names trying to 
interpret what they mean. Sometimes the same name can mean an 
entirely different thing. Equally places with different names can have 
identical origins. For example, Aldermaston and Alderminster, are 
both noblemen’s farmsteads; Chiswick and Keswick are both chief’s 
farms; Hatfield and Heathfield are healthy, open land and Norton, 
Newington, Newton and Nyton are all farmsteads. So, it does get a 
bit complicated. 

However, as previously said it is unusual for new place names to 
occur, even then they are often straight transfers from older names. 
Tyne and Wear are both old names and Bassetlaw is an old name. 
Then there are other adaptions such as Davenport, Thamesmead 
and New Brighton. However, the name Ironbridge describes a rela-
tively modern feature. Then other settlements like Nelson in Lanca-
shire, Queensbury and Waterloo were named after pubs; or a chap-
el, like Chapel St Leonards; or Peterlee, after a famous trade union 
leader.  Milton Keynes, I would have sworn was one of our new 
towns but there was a Middleton Keynes in 1227, so that has been 
adapted. Of course, industry has provided place names as well, for 
example, Port Sunlight, Bournville and Coalville. 

The Daily Telegraph produced a list of places with downbeat 
names. You could live on Dreary Island in Louisiana, Boring in Mar-
yland, Uncertain in Texas, Downside in Surrey, Great Snoring, Nor-
folk, Wary Creek, Terrible Creek, Despair Island, Idle in Bradford, 
Crab, Dismal Key, Pityme, and Embarrass, Spital in the Street, 
Somber, Melancholy Bayou, and Worstville, Ohio.  

I have shot through a lot of this and I am sorry if it sounds a bit com-
plicated but actually it is quite simple and that is why this little book 
English Dictionary to Place Names is so useful. The book is alpha-

betical, and it is always worth looking at after you have been out for 
a day and observed an obscure place name and considered, what 
does it mean?   
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New MI address list 

 
3719 Mr J Stansfield jrstansfield@talktalk.net 
3887 Mrs J Freeman janethfreeman.12@gmail.com 
3889 Mrs V Barron vabarron@btinternet.com 
3891 Mr K Crossley kieroncrossley@aol.com 

Surname Location County Known Known Wanted Wanted Code 

   from to from to  

BINNS NORLAND WYK Start 1850   3887 

BINNS SOWERBY WYK 1848 1900   3887 

HELM RASTRICK WYK Start 1880   3887 

HELM SOWERBY BRIDGE WYK 1850 1910   3887 

STANSFIELD MYTHOLMROYD    1750 1820 3719 

AKED HALIFAX WRY 1764 Now Start 1874 3889 

IBBOTSON HALIFAX WRY 1714 1742 Start Now 3889 

LISTER HALIFAX WRY 1768 1820 Start 1900 3889 

KERSHAW RIPPONDEN WRY 1816 1850 1700 1900 3889 

PRIESTLEY HALIFAX WRY 1843 Now Start 1843 3889 

MITCHELL ERRINGDEN YOR   1832 1837 3891 

        

MEMBER’S INTERESTS 
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Appeal for a new Webmaster. 
More & more members are using our website &, thanks to the web-
masters that we have had over the past years, first Christine 
Suthers from Canada & then Keith Pitchforth (a little nearer home !!) 
from Sheffield, we have a site that is one of the best in the country 
for Family Historians. 
As you may know, your Committee recently decided that we should 
put our website on a more commercial footing, mainly due to its 
importance & that our then Webmaster, Keith Pitchforth, did not 
have the time that was needed to service the site, due to his many 
other commitments    As a Society we will always be grateful for the 
efforts that Keith put in to make the website what it is today. 
However, we now need someone to take charge of the coordination 
of the work that is done on the website by our commercial partner, 
and to carry out some of the routine tasks that need to be done to 
keep it up to date.   In the past, these had to be carried out by Keith 
because of the technical expertise involved.   However, our com-
mercial partner is in the process of writing routines that can be car-
ried out without so much technical knowledge. 
This means that the role of Society Webmaster does not need any-
where near as much technical knowledge as Keith & previous web-
masters had but would suit someone who knows their way around 
the internet & has some idea on how a website hangs together     
We estimate that, on average, the role should not take more than a 
few hours a month. 
If you would like to know more about the detail of what is involved, 
please e-Mail me at systems@cfhsweb.com & I will send you the 
Job Specification, together with any extra information that you may 
need. 

Peter Lord- Systems Coordinator 

TOP TIPS 
 
The writer of a blog about genealogy has put together this list of: 10 
Top Tips To Avoid Common Genealogy Mistakes.   
  

Not citing where the information came from   
Fishing for your genealogy with a very narrow net  
Be aware that many women died in childbirth  
Finding a famous person in history with the same sur-

name and deciding you must be related. 
Assume your ancestors knew how to spell  
Believing online family trees 

 
Continued on page 30 ……... 

mailto:systems@cfhsweb.com
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Monumental Inscriptions - are you getting enough from 
our wide-ranging database ? 

 
As we came into spring, your Committee thought that it would be 
sensible to start our next project, even though we are still a fair way 
from the end of the current one - School Log Books. 
 
The new project is to transcribe the Monumental Inscriptions for 
Rastrick Cemetery, one of the main municipal cemeteries in Calder-
dale.   This got us thinking about the current database of Monumen-
tal Inscriptions which covers 80 graveyards in Calderdale, contain-
ing 38672 headstones covering 43409 different people.   These 
cover a period of over 300 years. 
 
We wondered if our membership had got the most out of these, so 
we thought that an article on how best to use them might spark 
some activity from this rich source of information. 
 
The easiest way, for members local to Halifax, is to visit our Re-
search Room at Brighouse Library, Halifax Road, which opens 
Tuesday afternoons & Thursday mornings.   There is always a vol-
unteer there to help you look in the right areas.   Here you can look 
at all the MIs & search out the ones relevant to your research - it's 
amazing what you might find !! 
 
For the majority of members who can't get to our Research Room, 
the way to go is to the Transcription Index on the Society website 
www.cfhsweb.com.    Once you have logged on as a member, go to 
the "drop-down" menu from the Menu Bar item "Research".   Once 
in there, key the surname that you are interested in, then click on 
the arrow to the right of the box "Event Type" & select the option 
"Mon' Insc". 
 
Then click on the "Find" button & the results will be displayed. (see 
next page) 
 
Monumental Inscriptions are mostly indexed by surname only, alt-
hough there are a few indexed by surname/forename, which will 
appear at the end of the list displayed. 
 
This list shows the graveyards in which your chosen surname ap-
pears, which may, or may not, be someone you want.   The normal 
practice is to select the entry you want & click on the graveyard 
name shown in the last column "Record Details".   This will show a  
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small window which will, as a member, allow you to request the full 
results for your selected person for that graveyard, free of charge.   
These results will be sent to you in a day or so by our Search Coor-
dinator. 
 
To encourage you to use this facility more, for the next 6 months, 
our Search Coordinator has agreed to answer all Monumental In-
scription requests with details for the given name from ALL 80 
graveyards that we hold information for.   This is especially helpful, 
because you may not always know which graveyard your ancestors 
were buried in & it saves you sending multiple requests. 
 
Of course, if it is a popular name (like Greenwood) you will get 
many pages of information (100 for that name, at the last count !!), 
but they all come in a single .pdf file which you can scroll through at 
your leisure. 
 
Every grave containing the requested name will have its full inscrip-
tion sent to you, so it is quite likely that you will find relatives also on 
the headstone with different surnames. 
 
We hope that you will find using the MIs in this way will help you to 
get more detail for your family tree. 
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King Cross St. Paul’s Infant School 
by Mark Harrey 

 
The School Log books that the Society Transcription Team are 
working on, were mandated by the School Code and seen as an 
important record of school events and could be inspected by the 
School Board and also by HM Inspectorate. The Code provided that 
the Log was to be “kept by the principal teacher, who is required to 
enter in it …. such events as ….. failure of duty on any part of the 
school staff, or any special circumstances affecting the school that 
may, for the sake of future reference or for any other reason, de-
serve to be recorded. No reflections or opinions of a general char-
acter are to be entered… “  
 
This school started out as a Church School and was undergoing 
serious management issues before the new Head Mistress was 
appointed in 1885. The Inspector’s Annual Reports on the Girls 
School were scathing, and, as can be seen below, the Infant School 
was not much better perceived. It is likely that the Managers were 
hoping that Miss Wadsworth would be able to transform things…. 
 
Mar 23 1885  Commenced duties in this school as Head Mistress – 
Jane Wadsworth 
 
Apr 30 1885  Copy of the Inspector’s Report: The Infants School: 
The first division of the Preparatory Standard passed well in the 
Elementary Subjects, but the other children are very backward….. 
Very little has been learned from the Object Lessons and the style 
of answering is very poor. The Occupations provided are scarcely 
worth mentioning, and the teaching of form & colour….. has been 
greatly neglected. The treatment of the Babies class is the least 
satisfactory part of the School management….. There is a general 
air of untidiness in the School.  
 
May 14 1886  Copy of annual report: The new Mistress has had 
charge of the school for somewhat less than a year. She should first 
of all endeavour to improve the Discipline. The children are not well 
placed for lessons, the movements are executed with some disor-
der, and they are restless and inattentive. The primary instruction, 
except in Writing, is wanting in definite & correct aims. Reading is 
not well taught, either in the lower or higher classes, the progress of 
the children is also retarded by inattention…..  
 
Apr 27 1887  Copy of annual report: The methods of instruction in 
Reading, Writing and Arithmetic have been amended, but the chil-
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dren are not under sufficiently good control to make satisfactory & 
even progress. Those in the first class are fairly well advanced, but 
they are less than one half of the whole number above six years of 
age. The Object Lessons are poorly given. Accommodation outside 
the Schoolroom is much needed for the hats and wraps, which at 
present litter about the room and cause confusion & great loss of 
time is dismissing the children. 
 
Nov 1 1887  The School changed from being a Church School to 
being run by the Halifax School Board. 
 
Apr 21 1888  Summary of HMI Report: School Year ended 29 Feb 
1888: Infants’ School: Discipline in the Infants’ School has not 
improved: until it does, the attainments cannot be otherwise than 
unsatisfactory. 
 
May 1 1889  Summary of HMI Report: School Year ended 29 Feb 
1889: Infants’ School: The School is crowded and a difficult one 
to work. Still it is plain that the children are not well managed. They 
are inattentive and cannot be got to speak distinctly either in Read-
ing or in answer to questions. Writing, Needlework and occupations 
for the hands are the best part of their work. Reading and Arithmetic 
are backward in all classes.   
 
Apr 14 1890  Summary of HMI Report: School Year ended 28 Feb 
1890: Infants’ School:  the difficulty of keeping the children’s at-
tention for a few minutes is almost as great as ever. I have no doubt 
the Mistress has worked hard, but the teaching seems to be want-
ing in just those qualities which are requisite to overcome the spe-
cial difficulties of the School. 
 
I suspect that by this stage the School Board were becoming con-
cerned about the continuing negative reports from HMI and the pos-
sibility of the reduction or loss of Grant. My feeling is that Miss 
Wadsworth was a good Mistress, but to make progress with the 
School, needed her staff to “sing from the same hymn book”. She 
clearly was having difficulties with this side of things: whether it was 
age (she was only 25 when she took charge here), or she was un-
lucky with her staff (some Pupil Teachers could be quite a handful), 
or simply that she lacked the presence or authority to get the best 
out of her staff, we don’t know.  Things now started to go rapidly 
downhill…… 
 
Jul 20 1890  Had to correct Lily Watson [Monitress] this morning 
for her method of marking sums, which was contrary to my previous 
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instructions. She did not try to do as I wished her and gave me an 
insolent answer. As this is only an example of what has often oc-
curred before, I have complained to the Clerk of the School Board, 
W H Ostler Esq. 
 
Mar 6 1891  I have forbidden all my teachers to do their registers 
during the school hours while they should be teaching their classes. 
This afternoon Miss Jeakings [First Assistant] took the registers, 
without my permission, and got the totals etc for the week, while 
she ought to have been teaching needlework. 
 
The Pupil Teachers got the totals in all the registers for the week 
whilst the assistants took the children for singing. 
 
After school I asked Miss Jeakings to do the slips for me because I 
had the sales book to make up. She took the registers from me in a 
very sullen manner, banged them onto her desk, and then kept the 
teachers laughing and talking so that the slips were not finished till 
5.10pm. Then she began to grumble and incite the other teachers to 
go with her and complain to the Board about staying so late. I told 
her to read Rule 20 in the Board’s Regulations and that I would not 
have such conduct from an Assistant in my school. She was very 
impertinent, and gave me about 20 words for one. I went to see Mr 
Ostler after school and informed him of the circumstances.  
 
Mar 11 1891  Miss Whiteley did not arrive at school till 9.45am. 
She excused herself by saying that she called at a friends house 
because she did not feel well. 
 
Mar 12 1891  Miss Whiteley has been absent all day but she has 
sent no reason for her absence. 
 
Mar 13 1891 Miss Whiteley still absent and having her school fees 
locked in her desk I have had to borrow money to make up the 
amount as I expected to have had the key sent before this. 
 
It seems very remarkable that if ever I have had to speak to Miss 
Whiteley about any fault in her teaching etc she is sure to absent 
herself from school the next day on the plea of sickness. 
 
I have received the key for Miss Whiteley’s desk this afternoon with 
the usual apologies for having detained it so long viz forgetfulness. 
 
Aug 17 1891 Miss Smith commenced duties as Assistant Mistress 
(Ex Pupil Teacher from Parkinson Lane School). 
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Aug 18 1891 Spoke to Miss Smith about wasting time between 
lessons & asked her to treat the children kindly, her manner has 
been very harsh so far. 
 
Miss Smith marked three children absent this morning and two this 
afternoon. 
 
Aug 19 1891 Miss Smith marked three children absent in her 
class again this morning. 
 
Aug 20 1891 I asked Miss Smith to look after the porch and keep 
order there but she told me she would not do it and that I must put a 
Pupil Teacher there. 
 
Miss Smith has marked several children absent every day this week 
who were present when she called their names. She has marked 
them present over the absent mark and added the number to the 
total. I told her that this was against the rules, but she still persists in 
doing it. Afternoon 3pm Miss Smith was very insolent when I asked 
her to keep order in the cloakroom she refused to do it. 
 
I told her in the playground that she must either do as she was told 
or cease teaching for the rest of the afternoon. She at once put on 
her things and walked out of the school. She returned at 4.30pm but 
gave no account of where she had been. 
 
Aug 21 1891 Miss Smith left the school before the children were 
gone out of the cloakroom at noon and also left the tickets for the 
Pupil Teachers to write. 
 
Miss Smith has mixed all the slips of attendance up this afternoon 
and then left the other Assistant to put them right, saying she had 
not time to stay. 
 
Aug 25 1891 Mr Naylor [Member of the School Board] and Mr Ost-
ler came up to school this morning. Miss Smith having complained 
that I made her class use small pieces of pencil. I asked her to take 
her pencils to Mr Ostler and let him see that she had her box full of 
long sticks, which were given to her on Aug 18th when she asked for 
them. 
 
I ask my teachers to renew their pencils on the 1st Monday in each 
month. This has been a rule here for some years now. 
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Aug 31 1891 Miss Smith appeared before the Staff Committee* to 
give an account of her conduct for the past two weeks. The chair-
man, Mr Drury, told me at the end of the meeting that Miss Smith 
had promised to do better and asked me to try her for another 
month. 
 
I was not allowed to hear what Miss Smith’s defence of her conduct 
was and she was not made to apologise to me. Mr Ostler did most 
of the talking while I was in the room. 
 
*Members present at this meeting, Messers Drury, Naylor, and Shil-
lito. 
 
Sep 4 1891 I have examined all classes this week, they are all 
making very satisfactory progress, except the third class taught by 
Miss Smith. This class has not made any progress since the holi-
days. The discipline is very bad, the teacher either cannot or will not 
keep order in her class. Miss Smith ignores me in everything and 
her behaviour is most provoking. On looking over the attendance 
slips, I found that she had done exactly what I had made a note 
about before on Aug 21st. When asked by me to put them right, she 
gave me an insolent answer and said that what she had done be-
fore Mr Ostler knew all about it, for she had left the slips like that to 
fulfil an appointment with him. 
 
She also stated that Mr Ostler had put her behind a door where she 
could hear all that was said by the Staff Committee while I was in 
the room. She has told my teachers that she was instructed to go 
on as usual and keep a diary of all that her mistress says or does 
during the next month. 
 
This is very injurious to my order and authority in the school.  
 
Sep 11 1891 Miss Smith gave a Criticism lesson on Boots & Shoes 
on Tuesday 4pm to 4.30pm. When the Criticisms were read out she 
answered very insolently. 
 
The teachers have been very careless about the order of their clas-
ses all this week. Miss Smith does not try to keep order. The num-
ber of children sent out to be punished from Miss Smith’s class are 
too numerous to mention separately. 
 
Sep 18 1891 The discipline has improved considerably in all clas-
ses except Miss Smith’s. She is still very defiant in her manner to-
wards me and either will not or cannot manage her class.  
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Sep 25 1891 I have had to speak to Miss Smith several times this 
week about the discipline and order of her class. The order in the 
cloakroom has been dreadful since she took charge. When I speak 
to her about these things she simply ignores me or gives a grunt.  
 
Miss Smith will not come back at 1.30pm like the rest of the teach-
ers to prepare work and at the same time to listen to information 
suitable for object lessons which I read to them. 
 
Oct 1 1891 I spoke to Miss Smith about using the wrong method 
in counting, but she gave me insolence before her class. 
 
Oct 2 1891 I asked all the teachers to come to my desk for their 
reports at noon, as I wanted to make some suggestions with refer-
ence to the best means of gaining good discipline. Miss Smith did 
not do as she was asked, but stood at the opposite end of the 
school. 
 
2.12pm  I had to fetch Miss Smith out of the classroom where 
she was keeping the Pupil Teacher from attending to her class to 
gossip with her. *After school this afternoon I forbid Miss S to leave 
her class without my permission either to receive visitors or notes 
from her friends. She refused to write a slip out to put in place of 
one she had spoilt. 
 
Before she left the school she made such a scene as I have never 
before witnessed.  
 
She used the most abusive language to me and called me the hor-
rid names she could think of, such as “prying old sneak” etc, this 
was done in the presence of the Pupil Teachers. 
 
*Miss S left her class without my permission to answer a note 
brought from one of Assistants in P.L [Parkinson Lane] Boys School 
by one of the scholars. 
 
Oct 7 1891 I remonstrated with the teachers today for gossiping 
with Miss Smith during school hours and thereby neglecting their 
duties. I reminded them of rule 20 & 22 of the Board’s regulations. 
 
Oct 10 1891 Miss Smith and Miss Whiteley appeared before the 
Staff Committee to answer the charges against them, made by me 
in the monthly report. 
 



Page 29 

I was not allowed to be present and therefore do not know what 
they have said to excuse themselves. From the unjust manner in 
which the committee meetings have been conducted it is quite clear 
that this Assistant (Miss Smith) has been incited by someone who is 
in authority to behave towards me as she has done. Miss Whiteley 
was called as a witness to her conduct. Now Miss W is teaching in 
the babies room all day and therefore has seen nothing that has 
passed in the school room. 
 
Oct 22 1891 Sent Miss Smith out of School for disobedience and 
insolence to me before her class.  
 
Sent to ask Mr Ostler not to permit her to return to this school. 
 
Oct 23 1891 Miss E Martin from Queen’s Road Sch came here on 
supply to fill Miss Smith’s place this morning. The discipline of the 
school has suffered through Miss Smith’s conduct this week. 
 
Nov 9 1891 I have sent my resignation to the Board and asked to 
be released on the 20th inst in order to take charge of a school in a 
neighbouring town. 
 
Nov 20 1891 I leave today. The Board will send a substitute to take 
my place until they appoint a Mistress. 
 
Nov 23 1891 This school taken charge of by me (pro tem)     Ro-
sa Thornton 
 
Dec 1 1891 this school taken charge of by me (pro tem)     Ellen A 
Binns 
 
Jan 11 1891 I take charge of this school   Mary Yule 
 
What are we to make of the above? These are very serious allega-
tions, made in writing, and available for the Board and HMI to see. 
My view is that although Miss Wadsworth was a good Mistress in 
many ways, she could not turn the school around and she did not 
appear to have the support or good will of her staff. I think that the 
Board were getting nervous about the possibility of the grant being 
reduced or withheld and decided that “regime change” was needed. 
Although teaching staff were regularly moved from school to school, 
often seemingly willy-nilly, it was much less common for head 
teachers to be moved. It did happen, for example on retirement thus 
creating a vacancy, or if a new Board school was established, but 
the Board had few options for removing a head teacher from their 
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post otherwise. But if one could be forced to resign….. Was Miss 
Smith moved into the School as an agent provocateur?  
 
I can sympathise with Miss Wadsworth in that she was looking for 
the support of the School Board, having referred matters to them, 
and clearly felt very let down that the expected support was not only 
not forthcoming but that senior officials appeared to be manipulating 
things behind the scenes. I do not think that the School Board come 
out of this with any credit, but I suspect that they felt their position 
and actions in securing regime change were vindicated, in that they 
were able to bring someone in to “kick ass” and shake things up, 
and Mrs Yule certainly did that as can be seen from the following 
HMI Reports. 
 
Mar 28 1892 Summary of HMI Report: School Year ended 29 Feb 
1892  
Infants’ School: Notwithstanding the drawbacks of the past year, 
the School is in a creditable state of efficiency. The Object lessons 
have improved.  
 
Apr 21 1893 Summary of HMI Report: Infants’ School: The effi-
ciency of the School is steadily improving and it is now in a very 
promising condition. 
 
Apr 11 1894 Summary of HMI Report: Infants’ School: the Infants’ 
Department is now in a very satisfactory state. Reading and Num-
ber of remarkably well taught, and the children’s answers in all clas-
ses show interest, intelligence and careful training. The babies’ 
class is as well managed as it can be without desks. 
 

 

TOP TIPS continued 
 

Not backing up your genealogy regularly 
Think you will never find someone  
Don’t share your genealogy with family 
Don’t think that DNA is a waste of money 

  
We have all fallen into one of these mistakes at least one time or 
another.  The goal is to learn from the mistake, build a bridge, get 
over it and not to be so fixated on the one thing we think we are 
certain of which ends up linking us to the wrong tree. So frustrating 
sometimes. 
 
From: https://www.madaboutgenealogy.com/  via Parish Chest 
(Contributed by Mark Harrey) 

https://www.madaboutgenealogy.com/


Page 31 

Project Progress. 
 

As you will have seen from our monthly Newsletter, the work on the 
Rastrick Cemetery MIs was completed in the record time of just 
over 2 months & the results are now available on the published CD 
for £5 + P&P or £4.50 via downloads from www.genfair.co.uk. 
Now that the Halifax branch of the West Yorkshire Archives has re-
opened, we have been able to complete the photographing of the 
remaining School Log Books for the 2nd phase (of 3) for the publica-
tion of detail from these schools, ranging from as early as 1870 to 
1918. 
The results will eventually be published in a CD, hopefully at the 
end of this year, but, in the meantime, whenever a particular log has 
been completed (about 4 per month), the detail is added to the 
Transcription Index on the Society website www.cfhsweb.com .   
The free search facility will allow you, as members, to get the detail 
for any entry that interests you. 
To remind you, to access the Transcription Index, go to the website, 
log on as a member using your username & password & then use 
the drop-down menu “Research” to get to the item “Transcription 
Index”.   Just click on that & you will be able to search for the names 
that interest you.   You can still view the Transcription index without 
logging on as a member, but you need to have logged on if you 
want to request free detail for any entry. 
As usual, we will be pleased to hear from any of you who would like 
to help on our Transcription Team to work on the projects that we 
run.   Just E-Mail me at projects@cfhsweb.com  

Peter Lord – Project Coordinator. 

Genealogy Made Easy 
 

Those Transcribers work so hard; 
Our life’s an open book. 

It’s all there on the internet; 

You only have to look! 
 

Ann Cestor 

http://www.genfair.co.uk
http://www.cfhsweb.com
mailto:projects@cfhsweb.com
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Important Information for Members using the Society Web-
site 

 
This article is about how we are still trying to get to grips with the GDPR 
legislation that was introduced in May.   We have received conflicting 
advice from the ICO on what is required from us, so we have decided to 
play safe & ask for your consent to hold personal information under a 
number of separate headings. 
 
The important thing for you to know is that we are not asking you to do 
anything else, other than, for a series of “one-offs”, to give consent to us 
holding your information for 5 different reasons :- 
 

1.   To send you the quarterly Scrivener, Newsletter & general 
communications.   This you will already have given, or will 
give next time you renew your subscription, by signing the Re-
newal Form, or by ticking the consent box, if you renew via 
Genfair.   The only exception to this is if you renew via direct 
payment to our bank (Faster Payments or Standing Order).   In 
that case, you will have received an E-Mail asking for consent 
from our Membership Secretary.   Please return this to her, 
with your consent, to help us comply with the law. 

2.  4 consents to use various facilities on our website.   There 
are 4 different facilities where we need to hold your personal 
information.   These are :- 

To allow you access to the Members’ Area of the website. 
To allow you to use the Members’ Interests section. 
To be able to send you details generated by requests that 

you make from our Transcription Index. 
To allow you to interact with other members via the Forum. 
 

To get your consent(s) for these, we have updated the website system 
so that, from the 1st October, the next time that you log on to the Mem-
bers’ Area of the website & then the 1st time you go to use Members’ 
Interests, the Transcription Index or the Forum, you will be asked to give 
consent to allow us to hold your personal details for that purpose(es). 
All you will have to do is to confirm consent, once only for each, and 
then you will not be asked again, as we will have recorded your consent 
for that purpose. 
 
The screen that you will be presented with will look like the one on the 
next page, with the other 4 instances looking very similar. 
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Of course, you always have the right not to give consent by clicking the “Decline” button, but, if you do 
then, unfortunately, you won’t be able to use that facility.   Equally, if you change your mind in the fu-
ture, you can contact the Membership Secretary, withdrawing your consent(s) which, again, will mean 
that you won’t be able to use those particular facilities on the Members’ Area part of the website. 
 
We realise that this all seems very heavy-handed, but it has come about for 2 reasons – the legislation, 
in our opinion, has been very badly thought out, so that laws meant to curtail doubtful practice in large 
organisations are equally being applied to small ones, like ourselves.   Secondly, we have been receiv-
ing such mixed messages from the ICO that we have decided to err on the side of caution, rather than 
face the (probably theoretical) possibility of a big fine. 
 
We do hope that this will not put any of you off using the various facilities on our website &, we stress 
again, that these “consent” requirements are one-offs so that, once given, you can forget about the 
whole sorry business. 
 
Finally, we want to reassure you that, if you ever cease to be a member of our Society, your personal 
details will be removed from our files after we judge that you are unlikely to re-join. 
 
If you have any queries on any of this, then please contact Peter Lord at systems@cfhsweb.com or by 
telephone on 01484-718576 

mailto:systems@cfhsweb.com
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CALDERDALE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
 
2018 AUTUMN MEETINGS ~ Thursdays 7:30pm.  
At The Shibden Room,  North Bridge Leisure Centre, Halifax. 
 
September 27th  
Eric Scaife ~ Tyke Talk 
As a leading member of the Yorkshire Dialect Society, Eric 
“Bloodaxe” Scaife can truly be described as the living embodiment of 
a true Yorkshireman. Eric will project his unique take on the history 
of Yorkshire dialect, how it developed and how it has been kept very 
much alive to this day.  
 
October 25th 
Isabel Stirk ~ Charles Dickens 
Isobel Stirk gives a thoroughly engaging insight into the life of 
Charles Dickens and aims to show how his own life, family and the 
people he observed in the harsh environment of the day were all 
reflected in his writing. 
 
November 22nd 
Richard Wimpenny ~  Why Hitler? 
How could such an uneducated, beastly, middle class Austrian be-
come the leader of what became the most powerful country in Eu-
rope – was it luck, innate skill or perhaps the failure of others? Rich-
ard Wimpenny gives a fascinating insight into this most enigmatic of 
dictators.  

 

Calling Names 
 

When Johnny Miller ground the corn, 
And Billy Baker baked the bread, 

Smith shod horses, Weaver wove, 
And names meant what they said. 

 
But Thatcher never worked with Straw. 

Johnson’s not the son of John. 
May is not a kind of Bush - 
And so the names go on! 

 
Jeannie Allergist 
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View our website at www.cfhsweb.com 

 

and visit 
 

Calderdale Family History Society’s  
 

RESEARCH ROOM 
 

Brighouse Library 
Rydings Park, Halifax Rd., Brighouse, HD6 2AF 

 
Tuesdays 1:30pm to 4:30pm &Thursdays 10:00am to 1:00pm 

 
Open to both Members & Non-Members 

 
Facilities include :- 

• Searchable information on 4 computers. 

• Fiches for all Calderdale C of E churches. 

• 6 Internet terminals, with access to Ancestry.com 
  (Note—now increased from original 4 terminals) 

• Wide range of books, journals, cuttings, etc. 
 

For more information and bookings ring 07952-211986 during the hours 
given above. 

Huddersfield & District Family History Society 
 
If you have ancestors in the Kirklees area, which covers the towns of Hud-
dersfield, Dewsbury, Batley, Holmfirth and surrounding villages, then why not 
contact our Society for help and advice. 
 
We have a research room at the Root Cellar, 33A Greens End Road, 
Meltham, Holmfirth, HD9 5NW and we are open at the following times on 
these days: 
 
   Morning  Afternoon   
 Monday:    2 pm to 4.30 pm 
 Tuesday:    2 pm to 4.30 pm 
 Wednesday: 10 am to 12.30 pm  2 pm to 4.30 pm 
 Thursday:    2 pm to 4.30 pm  
 Friday:  10.30 am to 1.00 pm 
 Saturday:    2 pm to 4.30 pm 

 
Our telephone number is 01484 859229 and details of all our activities and 
how to join can be found at www.hdfhs.org.uk.  You can also find us on Twit-
ter and Facebook by searching for ‘Huddersfield Family History Society’. 
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USEFUL  CONTACTS AND SOURCES 
FOR RESEARCHING WEST YORKSHIRE ANCESTORS 

 
West Yorkshire Archive Service ~ www.archives.wyjs.org.uk  (This can be a good 
place to start to access the West Yorkshire Archive Catalogue) 
 
Calderdale District Archives, (Registers, BTs, Census, etc. etc.) 
Calderdale Central Library, Northgate House, Northgate, Hailfax HXI IUN   
Tel: +44 (0) 1422 392636 e-mail calderdale@wyjs.org.uk 
 
WYAS Headquarters, Newstead Road, Wakefield WFI 2DE (Registers, WRiding Regis-
try of Deeds, Manorial Records etc.) 
Tel: +44 (0) 1924 305980  email : wakefield@wyjs.org.uk 
 
The Borthwick Institute ~ www.york.ac.uk/inst/bihr/ (Peculiar + PCY wills, BT's etc.) 
University of York, Heslington, YORK YO10 5DD  
Tel: +44 (0) 1904 321166 email ~ link on website 
 
Calderdale Central Reference Library (address as above) Tel: +44 (0) 1422  392631 e-
mail reference.library@calderdale.gov.uk (local studies collection, newspapers, maps, 
trade directories, IGI, GRO indexes, census and parish register fiche, on-line  Fami-
lysearch and Ancestry; research service offered).    
 
Weaver to Web ~ www.calderdale.gov.uk/wtw/ The council maintains a website  with a 
miscellany of information from the archives (a wide range of photos, maps, census re-
turns, parish registers, poll books, wills , etc., have been digitised to view online). 
 
Malcolm Bull’s Calderdale Companion ~ http://www.calderdalecompanion.co.uk 
(Large collection of trivia, miscellaneous facts of people and places and  other bits of local 
history about Halifax and Calderdale). 
 
All the Parish records transcribed by the Society are available to search (for a fee) on 
FindMyPast.co.uk (In addition there are many other records available to search) 
 
West Yorkshire Parish Registers have been put online (for a fee) by the West Yorkshire 
Archives Service which can be accessed on Ancestry.co.uk. (Again, many other useful 
records, for a fee) 
 
www.familysearch.org 
(Thousands of records for free including the IGI and  some census data).  LDS Family 
History Centres are invaluable for 'distance research'.  Check local telephone directories. 
 
The National Archives ~ www.nationalarchives.gov.uk (a wealth of data arising from 
public records, including BMD’s, census and much much more). 
Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DU  Tel: +44 (0) 20 8876  
 
www.direct.gov.uk/gro is the website of the general register office for everything con-
cerning civil registration and to order certificates.  
 
Consider subscribing to a periodical such as Family Tree Magazine or BBC’s Who Do 
You Think You Are? Magazine. Online sites such as GenesReunited and LostCousins 
may help you find relatives researching the same family. 
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LOCAL FAMILY HISTORY FAIRS etc 
 

Forthcoming Events of Interest :- 
 
The London Group of Yorkshire FHS.   

Programme of events - 2018 

 
22 September 2018         Alec Tritton  
                                        Our Non-conformist  Ancestors 
 
17 November 2018         John Hanson   
                                        One Name One Place 
 
 
Meetings held at the Society of Genealogists, 14, Charter-

house Buildings, Goswell Road, London EC1M 7BA. 

 Starting at 10.30am  All welcome. 

 

 

The Federation of Family History Societies 

Federation of Family History Societies’ web site 

 www.ffhs.org.uk   

This site has a wealth of links to events & information of interest to 

family historians.   Find the EVENTS tab for a list of forthcoming 

events. 

 

 
 
 
Books 
More genealogical crime mysteries by Nathan Dylan Goodwin. 
- The Wicked Trade 
- The Suffragette’s Secret 
See 
www.nathandylangoodwin.com 
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Calderdale Family History Society  
Incorporating Halifax and District 

 
Officers and Co-ordinators of the Society 

 
Officer and  Name,   Address and E-mail       Tel. No. 
 
President 
Mr. Barrie Crossley,  9, Victoria Terr., Delph Hill Road, Halifax, HX2 7ED 
                          e-mail - president@cfhsweb.com   01422-366931 
 
Chairman 
Mr. Clifford Drake,     22, Well Grove, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2LT 
   e-mail - chairman@cfhsweb.com  01484-714311 
    
Secretary 
Mrs. Margaret Smith,  4 Rawson Avenue, Halifax, HX3 0JP 
      e-mail - secretary@cfhsweb.com  01422 -345164 
 
Treasurer  
Mr. Peter Lord,  288 Halifax Road, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2PB   
 e-mail - treasurer@cfhsweb.com   01484-718576 
 
Membership Secretary 
Mrs. Susan Clarke,   33, Cumberland Ave., Fixby, Huddersfield, HD2 2JJ  
  e-mail - membsec@cfhsweb.com  01484–304426 
 
Publications Officer (sales of books, CDs, etc.) 
Mrs. Joan Drake,     22, Well Grove, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2LT 
   e-mail - publications@cfhsweb.com  01484-714311 
 
Editor ~ Scrivener    (for submission of articles, letters, etc.) 
Mrs.Frances Stubbs, Beech Trees, Hollybush Close, Potten End,  
   Berkhamsted, HP4 2SN 
   e-mail - editor@cfhsweb.com   01442-871847 
 
Enquiry Service Co-ordinator (for research queries and search requests) 
Mrs. Susan Lord 288 Halifax Road, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2PB 

   e-mail - search@cfhsweb.com  01484 718576 

  

Research Room Co-ordinator (for information about room at The Rydings) 

Mr. Clifford Drake, 22, Well Grove, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2LT 
   e-mail - researchroom@cfhsweb.com  01484-714311 
  

[RR Bookings and Information Tues pm/Thurs am 07952-211986] 
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Officer and  Name,   Address and E-mail       Tel. No. 
 

Projects Co-ordinator 

Mr. Peter Lord, 288 Halifax Road, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2PB 

   e-mail - projects@cfhsweb.com  01484 718576 

 

Webmaster 

Vacant 

   e-mail - webmaster@cfhsweb.com  0114-2307685 

 

Assistant Webmaster 

Pam Newby,    
   e-mail - newsletter@cfhsweb.com  
 
Strays Co-ordinator 
Mrs. Dorothy Hunt,  Springfield House, Whitehall Green, Halifax, HX2 9UQ 
   e-mail - strays@cfhsweb.com 

 

Librarian 

Mrs. Anne Kirker,  3 Elmfield Terrace, Halifax, HX1 3EB .  
   e-mail - librarian@cfhsweb.com  01422 365879          
 
Members’ Interests Co-ordinator 
Mrs. Susan Clarke,   33, Cumberland Ave., Fixby, Huddersfield, HD2 2JJ  
   e-mail - interests@cfhsweb.com  01484–304426  
 
 

The Society's Home Web Page on the Internet is 
http://www.cfhsweb.com 

 

http://www.cfhsweb.com/
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CHAPELRIES AND TOWNSHIPS OF THE ANCIENT PARISH OF HALIFAX 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH/CHAPEL       Registers begin                       BAP.  MAR.**  BUR. 
1.   COLEY   St. John     1735 1745 1734 
2.   CROSS STONE  St. Paul      1678 1837 1678 
3.   ELLAND   St. Mary**     1559 1559 1559 
4.   HALIFAX   St. James (inc St Mary Rhodes St  1953) 1832 1837 nk 
5.   HALIFAX   St. John**     1538 1538 1538 
6.   HARTSHEAD  St. Peter     1612 1612 1612 
7.   HEPTONSTALL  St. Thomas**     1599 1593 1599 
8.   ILLINGWORTH  St. Mary     1695 1697 1695 
9.   LIGHTCLIFFE  St. Matthew     1703 1704 1704  
10. LUDDENDEN  St. Mary     1653 1661 1653 
11. RASTRICK  St. Matthew     1719 1839 1798  
12. RIPPONDEN  St. Bartholomew    1684 1686 1684 
13. SCAMMONDEN  
      WITH MILLHEAD St. Bartholomew    1746 1886 1746 
14. SOUTHOWRAM  St. Anne     1813 1838 1818 
15. SOWERBY  St. Peter     1668 1711 1643 
16. SOWERBY BRIDGE Christ Church     1709 1730 1821 
17. STAINLAND  St. Andrew     1782 1844 1783 
18. TODMORDEN  St. Mary/Christ Church   1678 1669 1666 
 
**Following Hardwicke’s Marriages Act of 1754, Banns and Marriages will only be found in the registers 
of these churches. After 1837 they lost their monopoly of marriages. 


