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President’s Report
Nick Reddan

Another year has begun. Have you set some family history goals for this year? 
Have you considered how HAGSOC can help you reach these goals? Have 
you considered how you can help HAGSOC to help others? I have always 
considered it important to give back to the genealogy community. You can 
contribute by sharing information, transcribing or indexing records, or by helping 
run our society. HAGSOC always needs a range of volunteers. If you could help 
in any way please contact a council member or leave your name and contact 
details at the library so we can contact you.
One of my goals has become a bit easier with FamilySearch putting a large 
number of microfilms of the records in the Registry of Deeds in Dublin on-line. 
There are a total of 2686 microfilm reels for the Registry of Deeds. At present 
1842 are available on-line. To see what has been released for the Registry of 
Deeds see: https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/185720
Now I can progress my research into the deeds from the comfort of my desk at 
home. With a large monitor the images are larger than the originals. FamilySearch 
is providing a great service. I first encountered these virtual microfilms a few 
years ago when helping a friend with some Italian families. Reading the on-line 
films sure beats requesting a microfilm and waiting a few weeks for it to turn up 
and not being able to refer to it after it has been returned.
The release of the microfilms on-line coincides with the tenth year of my project 
to create a names index for the Registry of Deeds. With the increased access 
to the on-line microfilms, the project is likely to reach a quarter of a million index 
entries sometime in the next year. Anyone can contribute to the project by 
transcribing the grantors or townland indexes, indexing the memorial volumes. 
To find out how, go to the projects website http://irishdeedsindex.net/ 
The Registry of Deeds is an important genealogical source as the deeds give 
names, residences, relationships and ages. An important class of deeds for 
family history research is the marriage settlements (equivalent to today’s pre-
nuptial agreements) providing protections for both the bride’s and groom’s 
interests. While not everyone had a marriage settlement and not every marriage 
settlement was registered, if you are lucky enough to find one for one of your 
ancestors they are real gold.
You may have noticed over recent years the membership of our society has 
been declining. We have a number of fixed costs that are increasing, particularly 
rent. The council would like to hear your ideas on how we might reverse the 
membership trend. One of the things we need to do is increase the engagement 
with the membership (and potential members). One of the ways we try to do 
this is to use our website and Facebook page. We could do this better if we 
had someone to write more articles for our news feeds. If you see yourself as a 
possible HAGSOC news blogger have a chat with me. One other thing you can 
do is promote the society to your friends and family.
I hope you have some great successes in your research this year and are also 
able to find some time to give to the society.

From the Editor
Rosemary McKenzie

Welcome to Volume number 40. It’s difficult to imagine that The Ancestral 
Searcher has been in publication for over 40 years. For the first volume of 
15 pages, the pages were typed up and then duplicated on the “Gestetner”, 
manually folded, stapled and posted out. The journal issue was for April 1976 
and a couple of highlights were:

• The front cover has a picture of a stage coach with 4 in hand.
• The inside front cover lists the office bearers for 1975/76: Bill MARSH 

Chairman;  Secretary Mrs. K. READ, Treasurer G.R. THOM, Asst. Secretary 
Mrs. E. MCDONALD, Librarian Mrs. P. RAY, Executive Councillors Dr. W.N. 
GUNSON, A.K. MEADOWS, N. PENNY, Hon. Editor Mrs. E MCDONALD.

• Sales copies of Compiling Your Family History by Nancy Gray was advertised 
as being still available - price $1 plus 30c postage.

• Costs of certificates were listed for – NSW full certificate $3; plus S.A, Vic, 
NZ, English and Welsh.

• One of the meeting topics was “Welsh dragons and other Welsh relatives”!
• The names of the financial members were listed for 1975-76.
• The inside back cover mentions when monthly general meetings are held; 

special meetings – several mentioned – as the occasion arises; annual 
fees $4.

All past issues are available in the library at AA9/60/01. So much has changed! 
Now we have computer programs, printers and plastic sealers to make our lives 
easier. But in some ways not much has changed. We are still writing stories 
about our discoveries, writing about how a new tool or method is of use to us, 
updating our members on what’s available in the library and other sources and 
what events are coming up.

This quarter I am a little late with the journal as for most of February I was 
overseas. The first part I spent at RootsTech 2017 in Salt Lake City. It is one 
of the premier family history events in the US calendar and is promoted as a 
global event. I attended last year and I highly recommend it – there is something 
for everyone, no matter your experience in family history or your skill level in 
technology. Some of the classes I went to were on DNA triangulation, going 
paperless, Scottish inheritance records, German sources and structures, 
copyright, ethics, and evidence. Unlock the Past was there as an exhibitor and 
the Australia group picture was in the newsletter, with a few ring-ins. One of 
the speakers on German topics, Dirk WEISSLENDER, will be speaking here 
in Canberra as part of the Unlock the Past roadshow later this year. Next year 
RootsTech 2018 will be held 28 February to 3 March 2018.

A big thank you to all our contributors this issue. Enjoy!

https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/185720
http://irishdeedsindex.net/
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- At last, a convict in the family!
Therese Lynch

Having recently broken through a stubborn brick wall concerning my Irish 
paternal grandmother, I was delighted to find her surname at birth was an 
unusual one, MAHIDE. Even better, I found her great uncle Mathew MAHIDE 
was a convict. Finally, a convict in the family tree! But why was he transported 
and what happened to him?

Thanks to detailed descriptions in Mathew’s Kilmainham Prison register and his 
convict Conduct Record I was able to use the Founders and Survivors Storylines 
“Mugsheets – Make-a-Face” facility to develop Mathew’s identikit mugshot.1 2 3 

Now I could put a face (of sorts) to my 
convict. 

Mathew was an illiterate 25 year old 
farm labourer when transported from his 
native Co. Tipperary to Van Diemen’s 
Land (VDL) in April 1841.4 In January 
that year he was arrested for stealing a 
double-barrelled gun and powder horn 
from Rev. Nicholas HERBERT who had 
been out snipe shooting. Unfortunately 
for Mathew and his two accomplices an 
off-duty Constable COTTER was with 
Rev. HERBERT.

Mathew was apprehended and held in 
Clonmel Prison, Co. Tipperary, until his 
trial in the Spring Assizes before Judge 

PERRIN. The Tipperary Free Press reported Mathew had an alibi and that 
witnesses at the trial, other than Constable COTTER, were unable to identify 
him as the perpetrator.5 Nevertheless, he was found guilty of armed robbery, 
sentenced to seven years transportation and transferred briefly to Dublin’s 
Kilmainham Prison.

Just a month after his sentencing in Tipperary, Mathew was “disposed of” to 
the convict vessel Waverley. Her Master was James MORGAN and Surgeon 
Superintendent was Dr Thomas DUNN. The ship’s guard consisted of two 
officers and 40 rank and file members of the 80th and 96th Regiments. Mathew 
was fortunate in being transported at a time when Surgeon Superintendents 
were appointed to all voyages thus reducing the number of deaths en-route. 
During Mathew’s voyage only two convicts died - possibly due to Dr DUNN’s 
very active role in managing the Waverley’s convicts.6

Mathew Mahide

Mathew’s prison description.

Mathew arrived in VDL in September 1841 after 140 days at sea with only one 
stop in Bahia, Brazil. He had five shillings in his possession but the money was 
confiscated and deposited in the Convicts’ Savings Bank.7 Whether this was all 
he had on leaving Ireland or he was able earn it on the ship during his voyage 
is unknown. Regardless, convicts were not permitted 
to hold any cash which was confiscated and deposited 
in the bank on their behalf until granted their Ticket of 
Leave or Conditional Pardon.

Mathew was processed under the Probation system 
which was much harsher than the imperfect Allocation 
system originally employed to assign convicts to 
government and colonial employers. Under the 
Probation system, convicts were categorized according 
to their crimes, and were initially required to undertake 
a period of hard labour for the first year and usually 
spent their early days in the Colony attached to work 
gangs. Such was the case for Mathew and, as a third 
class probation pass holder, he was assigned first to 
the Jericho party, and then seven months later he was 
transferred to the Fingal gang where he built roads. 

While living at the Jericho prisoner barracks in 1842, Mathew’s conduct was 
reported as “mild-good” on each of his monthly probation reports. By January 
1843, his probation over, he moved to Perth, near Launceston. Sometime during 
the next six months he was placed with Mr MACKIE in Sorell where, in June 
1843, he was charged with “Neglect of Duty” and returned to the government. 
Punishment was harsh for convicts returned by colonists for poor behaviour 
and he received one month’s confinement with hard labour on public works at 
Brown’s River. By 1844 Mathew had redeemed himself and gained employment 
with John BURT in Adelphi having been allocated to government work gangs at 
Perth and Fingal again in the interim.8

Mathew received his Ticket of Leave in March 1845 followed by his Conditional 
Pardon in September 1847. But like so many of his fellow ex-convicts, the 
conditions of his pardon meant he could not return to Ireland even if he had the 
funds to do so. 

No longer a convict, Mathew had to find some way to support himself. By 
December 1847 he was working as a farm labourer for Rev. R.R. DAVIES in 
Westbury. Perhaps living as a pardoned convict was difficult for Mathew or 
maybe he became a hardened criminal during his harsh convict years. Whatever 
the reason, he returned to his old ways because in June 1848, while living at 
Emu Plains, he was accused of “black-faced” robbery of the Eagle’s Return Inn 
and indicted for “robbery armed with a gun”. Despite proclaiming his innocence, 
Mathew was found guilty by a Supreme Court jury in October that year. Armed 
robbery was a capital offence and he was sentenced to death by hanging. This 

Simulated mugshot from 
Founders and Survivors 
website (refer to other 

article on page 26)
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was despite being convicted on only circumstantial evidence and the Jury’s 
request for mercy given no violence was used during the robbery.

Mathew’s death sentence received widespread newspaper coverage and 
several editorials criticised the colony’s Executive. Launceston’s Cornwall 
Chronicle claimed 99% of the population did not support Mathew’s execution. 
This was due to a perception among the people of injustice and government 
oppression due to its disregard for the Jury’s specific request for mercy. The 
newspaper went so far as to describe Mathew’s hanging as “an exhibition of 
butchering by authority which did not raise the Executive in the esteem of the 
people nor create respect for the law and a horror of crime.”9

A week before his hanging, the Launceston Examiner reported Mathew was 
“astounded and completely overcome when told the law would be carried 
out”. His death sentence notwithstanding, Mathew had relied on the Jury’s 
recommendation of mercy.

Despite public opinion, Mathew was hanged outside the Launceston Gaol. The 
Cornwall Chronicle reported many women and children were present among the 
unusually large crowd of 2,000 people watching. The newspaper also reported 
“the utmost decorum was observed by all parties throughout” - possibly due to 
the presence of the 96th Regiment guard and line of police constables in front of 
the scaffold. The newspaper article described the scene wherein the gaol’s bell 
tolled until 8 am when Mathew, his arms pinioned behind him and barely able to 
walk, was led to the gallows. The article added that he looked “more dead than 
alive while the priest tried to hide him from public view”.10

Mathew received the last rites of the Catholic Church and, unlike his companion 
on the gallows that day, was spared his body being dissected by the local 
hospital for science – a common fate which most criminals feared. Instead, 
Mathew’s friends, including his co-accused who had been acquitted, took his 
body in a casket to the Crown Hotel for a typical Irish wake. He was buried in the 
Catholic cemetery the next day where 30 people attended his funeral.

Such was the level of interest in Mathew’s execution, the Cornwall Chronicle was 
unable to meet demand and reprinted its account again the following Saturday 
with additional details.

Mercy in commuting death sentences was inconsistent in the colony and many 
people guilty of far worse crimes, including murder, escaped the hangman’s 
noose. It seems Mathew, as an unmarried former convict without family or 
connections to advocate for him, did not receive Lieutenant Governor DENISON’s 
favourable consideration despite public opinion and newspaper editorials. 

Mathew produced no descendants through whom his memory would live on. 
Nevertheless, he is not forgotten to history because his case was mentioned in 
a University of Tasmania Law Review article in 2014.

I am more than pleased to have discovered my 4x Great Uncle and followed 
him through the British justice, transportation and convict systems to his sad but 

eventual execution after serving his sentence and obtaining his freedom. For his 
sake, I hope he was guilty of his crimes as accused in Ireland and Tasmania. 
The alternative of transporting then eventually hanging a twice innocent man 
would have been a great travesty of justice. R.I.P. Mathew MAHIDE.

Sources
1 Irish Prison Registers 1790-1924. Dublin-Kilmainham Prison General Register 1840-1850; Item 1/10/31 

Item 4. Retrieved June 1, 2016. http://findmypast.co.uk.
2 Conduct Record and Convict Description document @ Tasmanian Archives Con 14/9/1. Archives Office of 

Tasmania. Description Lists of Male Convicts – digitised record Item: CON18-1-29 Page 67. 
3 Founders and Survivors Storylines. ‘MUGSHEETS’. 1841. ID: Ai47273, Mathew MAHIDE, Waverley. 
4 TAHO, CON14-1-9, Indents of Male Convicts, 12 September to 4 October 1841, p. 34-35. Mathew MAHIDE 

Waverley. 
5 The British Library Board. ‘CLONMEL SPRING 

ASSIZES. (1841, March 10). The Tipperary Free 
Press (Irish Newspapers : 1840-1849)’, p.1. 
Retrieved June 1, 2016. 

6 Ancestry.com. UK, Royal Navy Medical Journals, 
1817-1857 [database on-line]. 

7 Ancestry.com. Convict Savings Bank deposit 
journal by Waverley’s Surgeon Superintendent, 
page 29. 

8 TAHO, CON33-1-12, Convict Conduct Record, 
1841, Voyage 180, p. 126. Mathew MAHIDE, 
Waverley(1). 

9 Trove. ‘THE APPROACHING EXECUTION. (1848, 
November 4). The Cornwall Chronicle (Launceston, 
Tas. : 1835 - 1880), p. 139. 

10 Trove. ‘EXECUTION OF JORDAN AND MAHIDE. 
(1848, November 8). The Cornwall Chronicle 
(Launceston, Tas. : 1835 - 1880)’, p. 148.

Examiner (Launceston, Tas. : 1900 - 1954) 
29 October 1938: 6 (LATEST NEWS EDITION 
and DAILY.). Web. 4 Mar 2017 <http://nla.

gov.au/nla.news-article52233297>.

Limerick Chronicle 25 Aug 1827
At Galway Assizes, last week, the case of breach of promise of marriage, In 
which Miss Ann DOYLE, of Galway, was plaintiff, and Mr. Hugh CLARKE, of 
Loughrea, was defendant, came before a crowded Court and Jury. Damages 
laid at 5000l. The lady is of a respectable family and of considerable personal 
attractions—the fickle suitor wealthy, but beyond the meridian of life. The Jury 
marked their displeasure of his bad taste and want of honor, by a vedict of 
1000l. and costs. Mr. O’CONNELL led for the plaintiff, and Mr. NORTH, M. P. 
for defendant.

Limerick Evening Post and Clare Sentinel 25 Nov 1828
Extraordinary Leap.—Some time ago our fellow-citizen, Mr. Robert FROST, 
leaped from off one of the cliffs of Moher, measuring 372 feet, for a wager, and 
instantly swan [sic] ashore, a distance of 20 yards without receiving the slightest 
injury. He immediately handed over the wager to the numerous persons who 
assembled for the occasion.

http://findmypast.co.uk.
http://Ancestry.com
http://Ancestry.com
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article52233297
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article52233297
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Miners and Migration
Robyn Coghlan

In the mid-nineteenth century, there was large-scale migration from Cornwall to 
Australia after silver-lead ore was discovered in South Australia in 1840, copper 
at Burra Burra in 1845 and gold at Ballarat, Victoria, in 1851. Cornwall has a 
long mining history, even supplying tin to the Phoenicians (via Spain) in the long, 
long ago.1 The Camborne-Redruth district was the most significant mining area 
in Cornwall with a deep tin zone below a copper layer, secondary major sources 
being the Gwennap mines to the east and Gwinear to the west.

The fact that one of the four settlements that made up the mining town of Burra 
Burra in South Australia was named Redruth testifies to the presence of many 
miners from Redruth, Cornwall, in that area. Other Cornish place names in 
Burra include Copperhouse, Helston, Lostwithiel, St Blazey and St Austell. The 
area known as Kooringa was originally intended to be named Truro, another 
indication that the Cornish influence in Burra was huge.

The reasons for this migration were many. A severe economic depression 
throughout southern England in the 1840s, followed by a decline in copper prices, 

was possibly one motivation. 
The poor living conditions 
for the average miner were 
probably another. The life 
expectancy of the inhabitants 
of Cornwall was lower than 
in many other parts of the 
country, no doubt due to the 
cramped accommodation 
and cold, damp climate, 

resulting in early death from respiratory infections and tuberculosis2, as well as 
lung disease caused by inhaling dust in the underground mines.

Cornish miners were continually on the move, chasing jobs in new mines 
throughout Cornwall, Devon, Wales and, ultimately, in other countries.3 The 
Redruth family of Thomas PAYNTER and Margaret CUTLIFFE exemplified this 
migration. Thomas was born in Redruth in 1751 but married Margaret in 1778 
in Combe Martin, Devon, having presumably gone there to work in the silver 
mines. Combe Martin is a good 85 miles north-east of Redruth, a considerable 
distance by foot or horse. By 1785, they were settled back in Redruth with several 
children. Margaret outlived Thomas by 39 years; he died in 1796 aged 45.

First son
Thomas and Margaret’s eldest son was William, who married Elizabeth HAYDON 
in 1799 in Combe Martin, Devon, where their son, William, was born the same 
year.4 This family was living in Redruth by 1817 but it is likely that William Senior 
worked in the lead mine at Beeralstone in Devon for a few years prior to that as 

View from Dolcoath Mine towards Redruth, c. 1890 (wikipedia.org)

baptisms in the Tavistock district, which encompasses Beeralstone, match his 
next two known children, namely Thomas5 and George6.

Thomas, George and Richard PAYNTER7 were all working as miners in 
Beeralstone by 1835. Thomas died there aged 46 in 1848, his wife, Mary 
CLARKE, having predeceased him at the age of 40. Two of their sons migrated 
to Australia. Thomas, a miner, and his wife, Ann BRANCH, arrived in South 
Australia in 1855 per Velocity with their daughters, Ann and Mary Hannah, 
stopping briefly at Kooringa (Burra) before moving on to the Victorian goldfields, 
where they lived out their lives at White Hills, Bendigo. In 1857, Thomas’ younger 
brother, Samuel, arrived in Victoria per Mary Ann and joined him at White Hills. 
After his marriage in Melbourne in 1862, Samuel and his wife went to Moonta in 
South Australia, where a child was born in 1865, before they returned to spend 
the rest of their lives in Bendigo.

George returned to Redruth after his son, Richard, died of consumption before 
his seventh birthday, and his wife, Elizabeth WILLOUGHBY, died of phthisis 
aged 39, both in Beeralstone in 1845. In Redruth, George married his second 
wife, Faith ROBERTS, in 1846 immediately before departure for South Australia 
per Abberton with his children: William, Henry, Thomas, John, Elizabeth and 
Mary. George and his son, William, went to Burra to work in the Princess Royal 
copper mine. His son, Thomas, died in Adelaide in 1848 only days before his 
fourteenth birthday. His daughter, Mary, died from inflammation of the lungs in 
1850, just before her eighth birthday and George himself died of tuberculosis in 
1852 aged 49, both in Adelaide.

Richard married Mary PEARCE in 1836 in Calstock, Cornwall, across the 
Tamar River from Beeralstone.8 At the time of the 1841 census, the family was 
staying in a hotel in Devonport, 
suggesting they were 
preparing to embark. In the 
event, it was not until 1852 that 
Richard and his son, Richard 
aged 16, arrived in Victoria 
per Mount Stuart Elphinstone 
as unassisted passengers. 
Richard Senior must have 
returned to England because 
he arrived in Victoria again in 1855 per Mermaid with his wife, Mary, and their 
younger children, Elizabeth and John9. They continued on to South Australia 
to join his sister-in-law at Chain of Ponds, South Australia, where their son, 
Richard Junior, was living. Richard Senior must have been most unwell at this 
time as he died only months later from consumption, aged 39.

Second son
Thomas and Margaret’s second son appears to be Francis10, born in Combe 
Martin, who married Ann of Pillaton, Cornwall, which is five miles from the mining 
area of Beeralstone, Devon11. From at least 1815, they lived in Redruth where 

Burra mines, South Australia (www.angelfire.com/
al/chinabella/PolglaseHeritage_1_.html)

http://wikipedia.org
http://www.angelfire.com/al/chinabella/PolglaseHeritage_1_.html
http://www.angelfire.com/al/chinabella/PolglaseHeritage_1_.html
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he worked as a shoemaker. Their firstborn is likely to be Thomas PAYNTER, 
a mason and bricklayer, who married Martha TREVENA 12 and arrived in Port 
Phillip, Victoria, in 1848 per Nelson with their children Thomas Henry, John 
Trevena, Martha Trevena and Susan Trevena. 

Third son
Thomas and Margaret’s third son was Edward, a mason, who was born in 
Redruth and lived there until he migrated to Adelaide SA after his wife, Hannah 
NICHOLS, died childless in 1844. He remarried in 1851 in Adelaide and died 
there in 1875. He was possibly prompted to migrate because his niece, Eleanor 
PAYNTER, whom he and Hannah had raised, had moved to South Australia 
following her brother, Thomas PAYNTER.

Fourth son
The last son of Thomas and Margaret was John, also a mason and born in 
Redruth. John’s wife, Mary MAY, died in 1825 aged 33. He lived to the good 
age of 69, dying in Redruth in 1864. Their son, Thomas, a miner, arrived at 
Port Adelaide SA in 1847 per Rajah. His sister, Eleanor followed him, arriving 
in Port Adelaide SA in 1848 per Baboo. Both lived in Burra. Their brother, John, 
migrated to South Australia in 1851 on the Omega but ended up in Victoria after 
gold was discovered in Ararat in 1857. Later, following their father’s death in 
England in 1864, his second wife, Elizabeth NICHOLLS, departed for Victoria 
per Aurora with their youngest son, Henry, to join his half-brother, John, in Ararat. 

Of Thomas and Margaret PAYNTER’s descendants, at least one son, six 
grandsons, eight great-grandsons and two great-great-grandsons migrated 
from Cornwall or Devon to South Australia or Victoria between 1846 and 1864. 
How many female descendants also migrated is more difficult to assess as 
many would have been married and travelling under different names; however, 
eight female descendants are known to have arrived in this period bearing the 
name PAYNTER.
1 Gilluly, Waters and Woodford, Principles of Geology (1959), p.455.
2 Also called ‘consumption’ or pthisis.
3 This movement has made it difficult to confirm some family connections.
4 Elizabeth’s birthplace stated as Combe Martin in 1851 census.
5 Thomas is listed under the name PENTER in the baptism record, parents William and Elizabeth. His father 

is named as William PAYNTER, miner, on his certificate of marriage to his second wife in 1843, George and 
Richard PAYNTER were both witnesses to the marriage.

6 George’s father stated as William PAYNTER, miner, on his second marriage certificate in 1846.
7 Richard’s birthplace was stated as Redruth in the 1851 census (under surname PENTER) but his baptism 

around 1816, according to age as stated in census and shipping records, has not been located. A Richard, 
son of William and Elizabeth PAYNTER was baptised in Tavistock in 1805.

8 Richard and Mary married on 26 June 1836 in Calstock. John (son of George) and Samuel (son of Thomas), 
both of Calstock, were baptised in Bere Ferrers a month later on 31 July 1836.

9 Their second son, William, born in 1841, must have died before the 1851 census.
10 Birthplace stated as Combe Martin in 1851 census and as Cromarty, Devon in 1861 census, presumably a 

corruption of Combe Martin – Cromarty is in Scotland. 
11 Now Bere Alston.
12 A witness to their marriage was George PAYNTER.
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‘ Taking the Cure’ at Rotorua1 in 1880
Jane Morrison2

Visiting the Rotorua area in 1880, before the New Zealand3 Government began 
building a European-style resort there, was a very different experience to today 
at the commercialised, many-faceted tourist attraction.

In early 1880, Henry MCILLREE, an Upper Murray grazier from Victoria, 
sailed for New Zealand with the aim of treating, if not curing, his rheumatic 
heart disease (RHD).4 Back in 1880, before the advent of antibiotics, there was 
no cure for RHD, although the ‘spa movement’, fashionable for treating many 
ailments, was growing in Europe, so that ‘taking the cure’ in New Zealand’s 
geothermal springs5 was a logical treatment option. When Henry arrived in 

New Zealand about mid-February 1880, the 
Rotorua vicinity was still mostly in its ‘natural 
state’–a ‘wild thermal area’ nestled amongst 
pumice, sulphur and manuka.6 Being short of 
funds Henry formed a party with other visitors 
who rented a Maori Whare, or carved meeting 
house, at ‘Wakewirawira’ (Whakarewarewa), 
near Ohinimutu (Ohinemutu).7 They also 
hired a Maori youth to help with chores, so 
were able to live quite well for an all-inclusive 

cost of 22/6 per week. This outlay compared with a tariff of £3/3/- a week, plus 
the cost of ‘rough washing’ at a local hotel. Henry and his companions also

… cooked … potatoes and other vegetables in the hottest springs, which 
as a rule are generally beautifully clear–potatoes boil splendidly in a 
quarter of an hour …8

On the other hand, Henry tells his daughter, Fanny in a letter:

Our beds are very hard and uncomfortable and our cuisine none of the 
best, especially for me, as I cannot eat potatoes or onions … We have to 
send three miles for our things and as neither of us [by then only two of 
the group were left at Whakarewarewa] can walk that far at present we 
get poorly. There is not a drop of milk to be had–Had I milk I would be 
right enough.9

Henry and his acquaintances took to the geothermal waters near the Maori 
settlement at Ohinemutu to ease their various complaints. In other letters home 
and to his brother, Edward Quigly MCILLREE, an Irish doctor, Henry describes 
the geothermal springs that we know today collectively as Rotorua, the famous 
New Zealand tourist attraction. Even though tourists had been visiting the Pink 
and White Terraces of Rotomahana since about 1874, when Henry first visited 
the Ohinemutu area, the landscape was largely in its unspoiled, natural state as 
building of the Rotorua resort did not begin until 1883. While Ohinemutu, now 
the centre of Rotorua, was a bustling settlement from about 1874, it was not until 
1882, that the first major bathing  structure, the Pavilion Bath, was built on the 

Ohinemuto (Ohinemutu), from The 
Australasian Sketcher, 24 April 1880, p. 69

site of what is known as ‘the Priest’s Bath’. ‘Priest’, or ‘free-acid water’, is one of 
two types of mineral waters used for health treatments at Rotorua. The ‘Priest’ 
spring was named after a Catholic priest, Father MAHONEY, severely disabled 
with arthritis, who in 1878 after bathing in the slightly acidic mineral water, was 
allegedly able to walk back to Tauranga, after having to be carried to the spring. 
These days the journey by car or bus of about 60 kilometres (37 miles) takes a 
bit over an hour, so in the 1870-80s it would have been a much longer trip. So it 
is hard to believe that Father MAHONEY made the journey from Ohinemutu to 
Tauranga by foot, even with the benefit of the ‘magical’ waters!

In the spa resort days ‘Priest’ waters were recommended 
for the treatment of arthritis, rheumatism and nervous 
disorders. ‘Rachel’ is alkaline, thermal water containing 
sodium silicate that has antiseptic properties. Rachel 
water and mud baths, because they were also believed 
to be sedative and soothing, were used to manage 
rheumatic diseases that caused pain and exhibited 
joint and tissue swelling.

But in 1880, to find out which thermal waters would 
improve his condition, Henry had to experiment by 
dipping into different springs. His wonderment at, and 
enthusiasm for, the springs and their curative properties  
was very obvious, despite the sandflies and the need to test the heat of the 
water in the various pools before entering, as he wrote to his brother Dr Edward 
MCILLREE in Ireland:

The springs extend over a large tract of country, say at a rough guess 20 
by 100 miles, they are everywhere in a state of nature–man had done 
nothing–no accommodation, no direction, the stranger has to find out 
everything for himself, and dangerous work it is. I used to prowl about to 
one hole or spring to another and bathe anywhere the temperature was 
not too great, up to 110 degrees, at this heat it was almost unendurable– 
in some the water would be cool enough, but touch the bottom and you 
might look out for blistered feet; and the sand flies are something dreadful.
The springs are all shades of blackness of ink to the clearness of 
crystal. With all these drawbacks they are unsurpassable for their curing 
properties[:] rheumatic, spinal, asthmatic, cutaneous and many other 
diseases disappearing gradually but surely under their healing influence. 
I have seen some acute cases of rheumatism cured in a few weeks–skin 
diseases, ulcers etc., disappear as if by magic–but deep-seated chronic 
cases like mine, take from 6 to twelve months to effect a cure.10

The Laughing Gas Pool, (Cameron’s Laughing Gas Pool, Sulphur Bay, Lake 
Rotorua) was especially notable for its effects on bathers, including Henry:

There is one spring called The Laughing Gas that has a strange effect. 
I used it several times before I felt it–it acts differently on different people. 
Some it makes laugh, some hear music. With me, my eyes became dazed, 

Believed to be an image of 
Henry MCILLREE (1824–1882).
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throat contracted, loss of speech and limbs, but not consciousness. 
When it knocked me over two of us were in–my friend, a feebler man 
than myself was crawling out when I felt myself going. I made a rush 
for the bank and just had time to throw myself from my waist upon it 
when I lost all power. My friend in a great fright, began to haul me out. 
I could not tell him to stop and my side was scarred against the bank 
for about 6 inches in length. Immediately I got on my feet and breathed 
in fresh air I was right again. My head was aching before I went in; the 

ache had left and I felt quite jolly after I 
came to myself. Parts of your body get 
quite benumbed; you might prick them 
deeply and feel no pain. This was the 
most powerful spring I had met with–
fizzing and boiling around one.11

At times, after bathing in various springs, 
Henry was so well that he was able to 
challenge Maori youths to games of Hop, 

Step and Jump, but he also suffered a number of rheumatic fever attacks during 
his stay at Whakarewarewa, particularly after walking to the Ohinemutu post 
office in a rain shower.12

Although Henry had to leave New Zealand earlier than he would have liked, so 
he could catch a steamer home, once he had returned to Biggara, the family’s 
station, he longed to be back at the springs as his RHD symptoms returned. He 
wrote to his brother:

I believe had I been able to stop a few months longer at the springs it 
[pain] would have disappeared altogether. I used to bathe from 3 to 5 
times a day, but I could not keep my shoulders under water as my heart 
used to beat so. The bathing has reduced me a good deal, but I often 
long so to be back at the springs. This part of the country [Upper Murray, 
Victoria] does not agree with me as it is too damp.

Henry also wrote that

The baths have a wonderful effect, and if properly analysed and under 
the direction of some properly qualified M.D. would be a great boon to the 
suffering public.13

As his brother, Dr MCILLREE, suggested to him in a letter from Ireland14, and as 
he had wished, Henry did return to New Zealand ‘to take the cure’ in February 
1882. But unfortunately the thermal springs did not work their magic this time–the 
patient was too ill and the disease too far advanced. Today’s medical knowledge 
of RHD confirms that Henry would never have recovered. From letters he wrote 
to his family, as he attempted to reach Biggara, it seems that he knew he was 
close to the end.

After returning from New Zealand to Sydney by steamer followed by some 
time in Melbourne under the care of a doctor while he attended to business 

Cameron’s Laughing Gas Pool, near Lake 
Rotorua, New Zealand in 2016. tripadvisor.com

matters, Henry died from heart disease on 8 September 1882 at Bambrick’s 
Hotel, Wodonga.

The fashion for ‘taking the cure’ continued at Rotorua until the 1940s, spa 
treatments later becoming complementary to hospital treatment for various 
afflictions. Among the many activities available in the Rotorua region today like 
camping, Maori cultural programs, cycling and mountain biking, eco and scenic 
tours, fishing, hunting, golf, sightseeing, walking and hiking, visitors can still 
indulge in spa treatments. They are now viewed more as ‘wellness’ enhancers 
rather than as ‘cures’ for illnesses like RHD that are treated with modern drugs. 

References - Correspondence
The author is indebted to relatives for passing on to her copies of family correspondence that describe Henry 
MCILLREE’s visits to ‘Wakewirawira, Ohinimutu’ (Whakarewarewa, Ohinemutu) in 1880. Other information 
about Henry MCILLREE has been compiled by the author from her own research. 
1 ‘Rotorua’ – roto (lake) and rua (two) meaning ‘second lake’ comes from the Maori phrase Te Rotorua 

nui-a Kahumatamomoe. The Rotorua area was originally settled by the Te Aawa Maori people a 1,000 
or more years ago. The first known European to arrive in the area in 1829 was Captain Phillip TAPSELL 
(assumed name of Danish man Hans Homan Jensen FALK–TEARA, The Encyclopedia of New Zealand, 
Biography at http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/1t11/tapsell-phillip). European missionaries first 
visited the Rotorua region around 1831. Tourists first came to the vicinity in 1874. About 1883 the New 
Zealand Government began developing the Rotorua area as a health spa resort.

2 Jane Morrison is a great-granddaughter of Henry MCILLREE.
3 The Maori name for New Zealand is ‘Aotearoa’ (‘land of the long white cloud’ or ‘land of abiding day’ or 

‘long bright world’), see Wikipedia entry for Aotearoa at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aotearoa.
4 Rheumatic heart disease (RHD) is caused by an autoimmune response to a strain of group A streptococcus 

(strep) bacteria. RHD is characterised by such symptoms as fever, joint swelling and pain, jerky 
uncontrollable movements, round painless nodules over the elbows, wrists, knees ankles and rarely near 
the spine, swelling and inflammation of the heart, chest pain and possible heart failure (breathlessness 
and swollen legs and face). Chronic damage to the heart valves can be caused by repeated cases of acute 
rheumatic fever. These days RHD is preventable by early diagnosis, limiting infection and reinfection. The 
disease is treatable with antibiotics such as penicillin, not widely available in Australia until the 1950s.

5 Unfortunately Henry MCILLREE did not appear to know about our own hot springs. Australia’s geothermal 
springs are still not as well-known as those in New Zealand, although Aboriginal people have used thermal 
pools for many thousands of years. Today Australians visit the more than 50 hot springs, bore baths and 
natural springs that occur in all States and the Northern Territory. For details see Steve Lambert’s book, 
Australia’s Great Thermal Way, Third Edition, available online from www.greatthermalway.com

6 See A Brief History of Rotorua Spa on the Rotorua Museum’s website at: www.rotoruamuseum.co.nz/visit-
us/ taking-the-cure/the-spa/ The museum is closed until at least April 2017 while a seismic assessment 
is undertaken of the Bath House building in which the museum is located, following the 7.8 magnitude 
Kaikoura earthquake on 14 November 2016. Tours of the grounds and other activities are still available. 
‘Manuka’ is the Maori name for two types of New Zealand tea-tree.

7 Today there is a living Maori village at Whakarewarewa near Ohinemutu.
8 Letter from Henry MCILLREE from ‘Wakewirawira’, 19 March 1880 to Fanny MCILLREE, Biggara, Victoria
9 Henry MCILLREE to Fanny MCILLREE, 19 March 1880
10 Letter from Henry MCILLREE, Biggara, Corryong 4 August 1880 to his brother, Dr Edward Quigly MCILLREE, 

The Rock, Ballyshannon, County Donegal, Ireland
11 Henry MCILLREE, Biggara, Corryong 4 August 1880 to Dr Edward Quigly MCILLREE
12 Henry MCILLREE to Fanny MCILLREE, 19 March 1880
13 Henry MCILLREE to Dr Edward Quigly MCILLREE 4 August 1880
14 Letter dated 15 December 1880 from Dr Edward Quigly MCILLREE, Ballyshannon, County Donegal, Ireland 

to Henry MCILLREE, Biggara, Upper Murray, Victoria.

http://www.tripadvisor.com
http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/1t11/tapsell-phillip
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aotearoa
http://www.greatthermalway.com
http://www.rotoruamuseum.co.nz/visit-us/%20taking-the-cure/the-spa/
http://www.rotoruamuseum.co.nz/visit-us/%20taking-the-cure/the-spa/
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with the Canberra Area
John Clowry

The years 2016 and 2017 mark 175 years since my family first arrived in the 
Canberra District. My father’s great grandparents on his father’s side, John and 
Julia KILMARTIN arrived in Australia in 1841 and settled in the Yass district. Their 
children, including my great grandmother Ellen in 1848, were born at Bedellick 
(sic), near Hall. My father’s great grandparents on his mother’s side, Peter and 
Charlotte FFRENCH, arrived in Australia in 1842 and settled at Ballalaba, near 
Major’s Creek. Eleven of their twelve children, including my great grandfather 
Thomas  FFRENCH, were born there.

My great grandparents on my mother’s side of 
the family (Bartholomew CARROLL and Mary 
HARTIGAN) arrived in Canberra in the 1880s. They 
were married in 1890 and my grandmother, Maggie 
CARROLL, was born in Canberra in 1893 where 
the National Museum of Australia now stands on 
Acton Peninsula.

My grandchildren are therefore seventh generation 
Canberrans on my father’s side of the family and 
sixth generation Canberrans on my mother’s side 
of the family.

My father’s family in Canberra
John and Julia KILMARTIN migrated from County 
Tipperary, Ireland in 1841 and were living at 
Bedellick, near Hall, in 1848 when their daughter, 
Ellen, was born. Ellen married John CLOWRY in 
Braidwood in 1869.

John CLOWRY was the oldest of the ten children 
of Thomas CLOWRY (from County Carlow, Ireland) 

and Catherine LAMOND (from County Limerick, Ireland). Thomas and Catherine 
applied to be married in July 1845 but were initially refused because Thomas 
was already married according to the colony’s records.

Thomas had arrived in the colony as a 26 year old convict in 1819 and he 
married another convict, Nessy CORCORAN, in Sydney in 1824. Thomas and 
Nessy had six children – I have only been able to find scant information about 
two of these children so far. I presume that Thomas was able to provide proof 
that Nessy had died because he and Catherine were married in Goulburn in 
October 1845. John CLOWRY was born at Glenrock, NSW in 1846. As Thomas 
was a carpenter he could have moved from Sydney about 1839 to work on the 

My Family’s 175 year Association 

Left to right: Helen, Frank, Paul, 
Edith, Felix and Tom (in front) 

Clowry. This photo was probably 
taken when the family arrived 

at Westlake in March 1924.

beautiful Georgian mansion Glenrock (near Marulan), built for George BARBER 
and his wife Isabella HUME.

The first five of Thomas and Catherine CLOWRY’s 
ten children were born in the Goulburn area. In 1854 
the family moved to Braidwood where the other 
children were born. One of their sons, Terence, 
regularly featured in Queanbeyan Age during the 
1880s and 1890s, in reports about Queanbeyan’s 
Amateur Star Minstrels entertainment troupe.

John CLOWRY was a police constable for a 
short time and escorted gold shipments between 
Braidwood and Goulburn. Prior to becoming a 
police constable John had been held up by the 
notorious CLARKE brothers on 14 January 1867. 
This was only five days after the CLARKE brothers 
allegedly shot to death four special constables who 
were sent to the area to apprehend them. This is 
still the worst crime against police in Australian 
history. The report of the robbery in the NSW Police 
Gazette of 23 January 1867 reads:

‘Robberies with Arms or Violence’
About 11 am on the 14th instant, Henry LAMB and John CLOURY (sic), 
of Braidwood, also a Chinaman, name unknown, were stopped on 
the Mongarlow Road, about 7 miles from Braidwood by the offenders 
Thomas and John CLARKE and Bill SCOTT and robbed of 2 pound. 
These offenders were subsequently pursued by Senior Constable 
THOMPSON and Constable GILDER, Mongarlow Police. Several shots 
were exchanged, but the offenders, being well mounted, escaped.

John CLOWRY, presumably as a result of this robbery, appeared as a witness 
on 1 February 1867 at the Commission of Enquiry into the State of Crime in the 
Braidwood District. This Commission was the equivalent of a Royal Commission 
today.

The CLARKE brothers were captured on 26 April 1867. They were convicted 
of various crimes (not murder) in a one day trial on 28 May and were hung on 
25 June 1867.

A ceremony was held in January 2017 to commemorate the 150th anniversary 
of the murder of the four special constables at Jingera, near Ballababa and 
Captains Flat, on 9 January 1867.

John and Ellen’s three children were born in the area between 1872 and 1876. 
My grandfather Frank CLOWRY’s birth certificate states that he was born on 
28 February 1876 at Wallace St, Braidwood. Sadly for the family Ellen died 
of consumption in 1878 when my grandfather was only two years old. He 
and his two older siblings, Katie and Phil, were then raised by their maternal 

John Clowry born Goulburn 1846 
and his wife Ellen (nee Kilmartin) 
born near Hall in 1848 with their 

daughter Katie, circa 1874.
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grandparents, John and Julia KILMARTIN, who had moved from the Hall area 
to the Major’s Creek goldfields near Braidwood in the 1850s.

Frank and Phil CLOWRY served carpentry 
apprenticeships at Major’s Creek and Captains Flat. 

Frank married Edith FFRENCH at Ballalaba, near 
Major’s Creek in 1910. Edith was a member of 
the large FFRENCH family who have lived in the 
Braidwood/Canberra area since 1842 when her 
grandparents Peter and Charlotte FFRENCH 
migrated from County Wexford, Ireland. Peter 
and Charlotte bought land at Ballalaba and raised 
a large family of eleven children. A twelfth child, 
Laurence, their first born, died on the journey to 
Australia in 1842.

Edith’s parents were Thomas FFRENCH, born 
Araluen in 1845, and Johanna HICKEY, born in 
Sydney in 1847. Johanna’s parents, John and 
Mary HICKEY (nee RYAN) migrated from County 
Tipperary, Ireland in 1839. Edith was the youngest 
of Thomas and Johanna’s nine children.

Frank and Edith CLOWRY were living in Sydney 
when their first four children were born. To escape the Spanish flu epidemic 
after World War I they moved back to the Major’s Creek area. Edith ran the 
Post Office and the party line exchange at Reidsdale until the family moved to 
Canberra in 1924. 

Frank was a foreman carpenter on the Parliament 
House building. Initially he lived in the Tradesman’s 
Camp and commuted between Reidsdale, near 
Braidwood, and Canberra. In March 1924 the family 
moved into House No. 16 Westlake. They were the 
first family to move into the ‘new’ suburb of Westlake. 
The whole family have been ‘Southsiders’ ever since.

Although I do not have a record of it, I am sure that the 
family would have attended the opening of Parliament 
House in May 1927. The family photo on the next page 
may have been taken on the day of the official opening. 

The caricature of Frank CLOWRY appeared in the 
Canberra Community News in 1926 and it shows 
him with his spirit level under his arm and wearing his 
characteristic three piece suit. I still use this spirit level.

There are many published references to Frank 
CLOWRY in the early days of Canberra’s development 

Frank Clowry, on the left, 
at the Parliament House 

construction site circa 1925.

as the national capital. He was a quiet man and very highly regarded for his 
work in the community, especially for the Catholic Church. The following are 
some of the references that mention Frank:

1. Monsignor A. J. McGilvray’s book 
‘The Hallowed High Adventure’ 
(published in 1973) states that 
Frank CLOWRY was mentioned 
in almost every issue of the local 
Catholic magazine ‘The Angelus’. 
Some of the references to Frank 
CLOWRY in Monsignor McGilvray’s 
book allude to the type of humble, 
quiet and community minded man 
that Frank CLOWRY was:

• Page 80. “The list of Printers’ 
Quarters men is as long as a 
litany: … Tom CLOWRY (son of the patriarch, “St Joseph” Frank) …”;

• Page 84 refers to a document dated 15 July 1926 dealing with the Canberra 
Altar society. “… Our thanks are due to Mr Frank CLOWRY who built our new 
altar as well as a solid Tabernacle …”;

• Page 104. “In a recent interview, an old gentleman who had lived at the 
Bachelors’ Quarters in the late ‘twenties, put his impressions in a nutshell: 
“In those days dear friend the Catholic Church was the Corkhills and the 
Clowrys - and Father HAYDON.”;

• Page 112 refers to an editorial in the December 1928 edition of The Angelus. 
“What is Canberra going to do when “the old gang” disappears? They were 
at the recent bazaar in all their glory ... Frank CLOWRY was there with his 
hammer and his nails - and his vow of perpetual silence, ...”.

2. There are a number of published references to Frank CLOWRY’s trips 
home to visit his family in Reidsdale (near Braidwood) before the family moved 
to Westlake in March 1924. He used to ride his bicycle about 60 miles (100 
kilometres) each way every second weekend (some say it was every weekend). 
The following three references again illustrate the type of man that he was:

(a). The following reference is taken from Ann Gugler’s internet information 
(http://canberracamps.webs.com/aspectsoflife.htm) about the early development 
of Canberra. Frank CLOWRY is mentioned on page six of chapter 1 - Aspects 
of Life 1909-1929 in the FCT (Federal Capital Territory):

Families were left behind in other states as many men came to the FCT 
to work. Many of these remained in single camps for years because of the 
lack of accommodation for married couples. One infamous case was that 
of Frank CLOWRY, a carpenter foreman at Parliament House. He used 

Frank and Edith Clowry, 2nd and 3rd back row, with 
members of the Clowry and Ffrench families. Paul 

Clowry at front, aged about four. Circa 1927.

http://canberracamps.webs.com/aspectsoflife.htm
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to ride his bicycle home to Reidsdale, near Braidwood, every second 
weekend. On one of his trips home, a man in a T-model Ford stopped 
to offer a lift. Frank thanked the man in his usual gentle manner, and 
declined the invitation because he, himself, was in a bit of a hurry! Frank 
CLOWRY was also known as St. Joseph, because of his carpentry work 
for St. Christopher’s Church.

(b). The Angelus, July 1928, had the following to say about Frank: 

“Frank CLOWRY, expert wielder of the carpenter’s hammer, must 
be thanked for the predella on which the beautiful Altar rests at St. 
Christopher’s Church, Canberra. It was the work of many hours duration, 
but a genuine labour of love to the most undemonstrative man “on 
the Federal”. Digoneses [sic] of old, stumbling along with his lanthorn, 
questioning in vain for an honest man, would have howled with glee had 
he happened upon Westlake’s tall and bashful carpenter.” 

(c). The following is taken from an article in the Canberra Times of Monday 
25 March 1946. The article titled ‘CANBERRA VETERANS TELL OF OTHER 
DAYS AT REUNION’ quoted a number of Canberra residents, interviewed at a 
function at the Canberra Services Club, who were involved in Canberra’s early 
development:

“Riding from Canberra to Reidsdale and return every week-end on a 
bicycle, a distance of 63 miles, was in the ordinary course of events for 
Mr. Frank CLOWRY, of Griffith.
“I used to leave Reidsdale about 9 p.m. on a Sunday and often arrived too 
early for work, so used to rest under a tree at Acton,” said Mr. CLOWRY.”

Frank CLOWRY died in Canberra in 1965 at the age of 89.

My Mother’s family in Canberra
My great grandfather, Bartholomew CARROLL, 
arrived in Canberra in 1880 when he migrated 
from County Waterford, Ireland. He had two 
siblings and a cousin who had migrated earlier 
and were already living at Majura. His brother 
Patrick migrated in 1877 and his sister Margaret 
and cousin, Ellen HENNESSY, migrated in 
1879.

Patrick CARROLL married Mary DARMODY 
in Queanbeyan in 1879 and Ellen HENNESSY 
married James DARMODY (Mary’s uncle) also 
in 1879. Margaret CARROLL married twice. 
Her first marriage was to Patrick BUCKLEY in 
Queanbeyan in 1883 and her second marriage 
was to Charles BURN in Queanbeyan in 1889. 
One of Margaret and Charles’ sons, Jack, Maggie Carroll. 

Born at Acton in 1893.

married Rose BLUNDELL, daughter of Isaac BLUNDELL. Another son, Charles, 
was killed in 1917 in France in WWI.

My great grandmother, Mary Ann HARTIGAN, migrated from County Limerick, 
Ireland in 1888. She arrived with her brother Thomas and two friends, Bridgie 
and Eileen BAKER. They worked for Arthur BRASSEY at Acton.

Bartholomew CARROLL was also working 
for BRASSEY when he met Mary. They were 
married in Sydney in 1890 and their first five 
children were born in Canberra between 1891 
and 1898. My grandmother, Maggie CARROLL, 
was the second child of the marriage born in 
1893. Their first child John, aged just 2 years, 
drowned in the Molonglo River in 1893 when he 
attempted to follow his father to work one day. 

Bartholomew and Mary CARROLL left the 
Canberra district in 1900 to take up farming 
in the Warri district (in the Riverina) and 
purchased a farm at Ardlethan when it was 
established a few years later (1908). Their sixth 
child John, aka Jack, was born in Narrandera in 
July 1900. In the mid 1970s Jack wrote a short 
history of his parents and in it explained that his 
parents were great friends of Mr and Mrs Bob 
CORKHILL and who were a source of great 
consolation to them following the drowning of 
their son. He explained that the two women remained good friends until their 
deaths in the 1940s.

The Corkhills and the Carrolls would have been friends across the Molonglo 
River. The Corkhills lived in a slab hut near where the National Library is now 
located while the Carrolls would have lived near where the National Museum is 
now. In 1913 the Corkhills moved to one of the houses owned by Campbell at 
Yarralumla and this became the CORKHILL dairy.

Ironically, my father was friends with a subsequent generation of Corkhills and 
after my parents were married in 1950 my father grew potatoes on a portion of 
the CORKHILL’s dairy farm near the present Water Police premises. My parents 
lived nearby in Banks Street Yarralumla.

My mother, Monica MCINERNEY, granddaughter of Bartholomew and Mary 
CARROLL, moved to Canberra in the 1940s and married my father, Paul 
CLOWRY, in 1950.

Frank and Edith Clowry’s children
My father was Frank and Edith CLOWRY’s fifth child. He attended St Christopher’s 
School for all his schooling, from kindergarten to the leaving certificate. Two of 

Bartholomew and Mary Carroll. 
Residents of Canberra in the 1880s and 
1890s. This photo was taken in 1918.
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his older siblings, Felix and Helen were enrolled at St Christopher’s School on 
the first day of the new school in 1928. They had previously attended Telopea 
Park School. Tom, the eldest went to St Pat’s at Goulburn to finish his schooling.

Tom and Felix were involved in the 
Canberra Aero Club in the early 
1930s. They probably developed 
their passion for flying after the 
visit to Canberra of Bert HINKLER 
in March 1928 – I am sure that they 
would have been in the crowd of 
5000 that witnessed HINKLER’s 
landing in the capital. The brothers 
joined the air force in WWII; Tom 
was shot down over Italy and spent 
three years as a Prisoner of War in 
Italy and Germany, while Felix was 
shot down and killed over Libya in 
1941. On 30 June 2016 the Last 
Post Ceremony at the Australian 
War Memorial commemorated 
Sergeant Felix Ffrench CLOWRY; it 
being 75 years since he was killed.

Helen CLOWRY was a teacher 
for a short time in Canberra in the 1930s before joining the Sisters of the 
Little Company of Mary in 1940. She was in the inaugural group of nuns who 
established the Calvary Hospital in Canberra in the 1980s. ‘The Clowry Ward’ at 
the hospital is named in recognition of her contribution.

The youngest child in the family was Patricia, born in Queanbeyan in 1926. She 
also attended St Christopher’s School for her entire schooling. She married 
Frank BOYLE in 1950 and was a well-known, much loved and highly respected 
member of the Canberra community throughout her long life. She died in 2011 
at the age of 85. A large number of Pat and Frank BOYLE’s seven children, 
twenty two grandchildren and growing number of great grandchildren continue 
her legacy in Canberra. 

Conclusion
I am proud of my family’s involvement in the development of Canberra from 
the earliest farming days along the Molonglo River, their involvement in the 
construction of national buildings like the first Parliament House and now the 
large extended family that continue to contribute through their involvement in 
various trades, professions, farming, public service, private business, academia 
and numerous sports. I look forward to my grandchildren and the other 
descendants of the family’s Canberra pioneers continuing to contribute to the 
development of this vibrant city.

Frank and Edith Clowry with four of their children 
and their daughter-in-law, left to right, Felix, Patricia, Paul, 

Dorothy (nee WOODWARD) and Thomas. 
This photo was taken in the front yard of their home in 
Canberra in 1940. Their daughter Helen was not in the 

photo because she had already joined the convent.

Baptisms and Burials in Iden, 1785
Peter Snowdon

In the olden days, i.e. BC: before computers, genealogical information was 
slowly gleaned by patient scanning of microfiche, microfilms, and specialised 
indexes and by contacting distant relatives and strangers by post (always 
including a SAE for the benefit of stamp collectors who never replied). This 
was followed by much research to confirm the information or to corroborate it. 
Post BC the indexes have become much easier to access and corroboration 
would seem to be easier. A few years ago when I noticed some research about 
a distant cousin’s family I offered to exchange information particularly about the 
descendants of Sarah BAKER.
Imagine my surprise when I was informed that Sarah BAKER had been buried 
on the day that she had been baptised. Where had I gone wrong? My information 
was consistent with family lore that we were related to the Methodist missionary 
Thomas BAKER, Sarah’s cousin, who had been eaten by cannibals in Fiji in 
1867. I checked the IGI indexes and they seemed to confirm baptism and death 
on the same day. Baptism is for the living as it represents the entry of a person 
into the community of the faithful. It is very unlikely that an infant should die 
shortly after baptism and so require burial.
Examination [February 2015] of the LDS microfilm of original records regarding 
the baptism and burial of Sarah BAKER revealed that three of the baptisms in 
Iden, Sussex, in 1785 were mistakenly recorded in the burial register. Those 
of us who were taught to write with a steel nibbed pen might remember that 
mistakes could be obliterated by tediously scratching out the mistake with a pin 
or other sharp object. This tends to destroy the surface of the underlying paper. 
In this manner two of the erroneous entries were completely obliterated except 
for the day/month. The entry for Sarah BAKER merely had a line drawn through it 
so that it remained legible. All three entries were later transferred to the baptism 
register. The entry for Enfield PHIPPS (2 September 1785) transferred between 
2 October and 9 October 1785 while those for Ann WRENN (22 May 1785) and 
Sarah BAKER (9 August 1785) were transferred to the baptism register between 
February and May 1786. Since there would have been no cross-referencing 
between baptismal and burial records by those who made the transcription 
this error would not have been apparent so both baptism and burial for Sarah 
BAKER were recorded for 9 August 1785. This example emphasises the need 
for meticulous care in verifying records and other information used in family 
history research.
Banns for the marriage of Sarah BAKER and John FREEMAN were published 
on 17 November, 24 November, and 11 December. John made his mark (X) 
while Sarah signed her name after the ceremony on 27 December 1803. Their 
son Spencer FREEMAN immigrated to Australia 1838 so continuing the family 
line below the equator. Spencer’s grandson was Cardinal Sir James D’Arcy 
FREEMAN. It would seem that faith in God was an important part of the lives of 
these families.
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The Benaud-Pratt Family
Joan Pratt

At Christmas time, I told my grandson, Harry Sebastian PRATT, that he was 
related to the late great Richie BENAUD, and he was keen to know the exact 
relationship. So I added a bit of information from one of the family books to 
my Roots Magic programme and printed out a relationship chart – Harry was 
Richie’s second cousin twice removed!

After the family had left and we had tidied up the food and drink and general 
infrastructure that go with Christmas, I had time to do a bit more research as 
I knew very little about the BENAUD family. So I talked to family members, 
and had a look at Ancestry and Trove and Google and found some helpful 
entries in Obituaries Australia – a site run by the ANU collecting obituaries from 
newspapers. The web also had some excerpts from books written by Richie.

The common ancestors were James SAVILLE and Martha Ann BARNARD who 
married in 1854 in Langley Village, Essex, UK, and came to Australia on the 
Euphrates arriving in Sydney in August 1855. They went straight to the Northern 
Rivers where James worked as a farm labourer for Edward OGILVIE at Yugilbar 
Station on the Clarence and later became head stockman at Gordonbrook 
Station north of Grafton. In 1870, they bought a farm at North Casino which they 
named “One Tree Farm”. James and Martha had 17 children including Henrietta 
born at Gordonbrook in 1866 and George born at Casino in 1873. 

Henrietta SAVILLE married Stephen PRATT in1885 and they too farmed at 
North Casino. Steve would go up the Richmond River cutting valuable red cedar 
which was logged to Casino and then floated down the river to Coraki or Ballina. 
Henrietta and Stephen had 12 children including Sebastian Stephen born in 1895. 

George SAVILLE married Eliza Matilda (Lilly) WHITE in 1902 and they also 
farmed at North Casino. George and Lilly SAVILLE had 7 children including 
Irene born in 1904. At first their children were home tutored but when George 
donated some land a school was built at One Tree Farm that all the children 
could attend. For some periods, the teacher boarded with George and Lilly. 

Meanwhile, a French merchant seaman named Jean Arthur Albert BENAUD who 
was born in Bordeaux, France, had arrived in Sydney on the Ville de Bordeaux 
in 1840. Jean had two great loves – sailing and horse riding. He worked for the 
Australian Steam Navigation Company sailing up the coast between Sydney, 
the Manning River and the Richmond River. The story goes that as soon as his 
boat docked at the ports of Taree on the Manning or Coraki on the Richmond, he 
would hire a horse and go off riding in the bush. This was eventually his undoing 
as in 1866 he had a bad fall in Taree and died on 3 July 1866.

Jean Arthur and his wife Esther Caroline had 4 children including Richard 
Grainger Napoleon born in Taree in 1861 and Louis Ferdinand Branxton born 
in 1863. After Captain Jean died, the family moved to Grafton and later Louis 

Ferdinand and Richard Grainger settled in Coraki. Louis started the Richmond 
River Herald and Richard became a watchmaker and jeweller. Both served on 
the Coraki Council for many years. Richard and his wife Nellie HILL later moved 
back to Grafton and then to Penrith. They had three children including Louis 
Richard (Lou) born in 1904 at Casino and he became the father of Richie.

Lou BENAUD started school at Coraki but did his Intermediate Certificate at 
Grafton. His uncle’s paper duly recorded that he had topped the school in his 
results. By 1923, Lou was playing grade cricket for Penrith and the Herald 
gleefully recorded the ”ex-Corakian’s remarkable feat” – he took all 10 wickets 
in both innings, a total of 20 wickets for 65 runs. The paper thought this must 
be a world record and added “His old school mates on the rivers will take a 
pardonable pride in his wonderful achievement.” Lou went to Sydney Teachers’ 
College and graduated in July 1925 at the age of 21. He was posted to One Tree 
Farm Primary School at an annual salary of 239 pounds 5 shillings and 2 pence 
and there was no deduction for a residence, i.e. he would have to arrange his 
own accommodation (but I don’t think that was at the SAVILLE residence).

On the weekends, Lou played cricket with the locals including Sebastian PRATT 
and tennis on the SAVILLE family court with Rene SAVILLE. In 1928 Rene and 
Lou were engaged and they married at Lismore in January 1930 and immediately 
caught the train south as Lou was posted to the school at Koorawatha near 
Cowra. Richie was born at Penrith in 
October 1930 and his brother John 
in Sydney in 1944. Richie married 
Marcia LAVENDER in 1952 and 
they had 2 children, Gregory and 
Jeffery. Richie and Marcia divorced 
in 1967 and Richie married Daphne 
SURFLEET. He died on 10 April 
2015. Lou BENAUD died in 1994 at 
the age of 90 and Rene died in 2008 
at the grand age of 104.

Richie BENAUD went on to become 
a test cricket all-rounder scoring 
over 2000 runs and taking over 
200 wickets in test matches and he 
captained Australia from 1958 to 
1964. He then studied journalism and 
became a respected commentator 
and advisor.

Harry PRATT is the great-grandson of Sebastian PRATT and the families are 
shown in the attached relationship chart. Harry is in his final year of schooling in 
Newcastle and is keen on soccer and surfing. He is yet to decide his future career.
References

Nesbitt, Robyn - Saville’s of ‘One Tree’ and Branches, 2000, published by the author.



26 27The Ancestral Searcher Vol. 40 No. 1 The Ancestral Searcher Vol. 40 No. 1

Convict Identikit Mugshots
Therese Lynch

No photo of your convict transported to Tasmania? Try building an identikit 
Mugshot. 

The Founders & Survivors website at http://www.founders-storylines.com/ is 
largely a composite database containing merged records of 69,669 Tasmanian 
convicts and is supported by the Tasmanian government’s Archives and Heritage 
Office (TAHO). Its companion website, Founders & Survivors’ Storylines at 
http://www.founders-storylines.com/mugsheets/ offers a unique feature to create 
what they claim is a realistic mugshot based on a convict’s detailed description. 

While the result is likely to cause some mirth, it is arguably better than nothing 
in the absence of an actual photo. It also provides an opportunity to interest 
children in their convict ancestors by getting them to make the mugshot online 
themselves. Instructions on building a convict’s mugshot are provided below.

The Founders & Survivors’ website’s main purpose is to record and study the 
founding population of men, 
women and children who were 
transported to Tasmania. It was 
developed through a partnership 
among historians, genealogists, 
demographers and population 
health researchers. You can 
search the database by name, 
police number, trade and crime. 
You can also filter the search 
using voyage data. Apart from 
the mugshot builder mentioned 
above, another useful aspect 
of the website is the location 
list of all known TAHO record 
references held for each 
individual convict. Many of these records have been digitized and are available 
online.

To Build a Convict’s Mugshot
• Go to http://www.founders-storylines.com/mugsheets/. 
• Click the Mugshots option.
• Enter your convict’s name in the Search box and hit <<Enter>>.

Founders and Servivors Mugsheet Sample Screen.

• Click your convict’s name and 
you will land on their database 
entry.

• Click the Make a Face button 
and the program will load (this 
may take a minute or two).

• The program has five options 
to choose from for the picture’s 
background.

• Make your selections based 
on your ancestor’s visual 
description and see the base 
image change.

• Click the Save and Finish button. 
(This can be a little temperamental so it is probably a good idea to use Microsoft’s 
Clipping Tool to save a copy of the image.)

If you don’t have a description already then check the convict’s gaol record 
in the country of transportation, if available, and also the Tasmanian convict’s 
Conduct record online at https://www.linc.tas.gov.au/archive-heritage. 

NB: Copyright for the mugshots is held by Roar Film 2012 – 17. According to 
the website “the material may be reproduced, communicated, published and 
adapted free of charge for non-commercial educational purposes.”

Founders and Survivors Mugsheet Sample Screen.

The Ancestral Searcher Vol 1 No. 1 April 1976
Members Queries
Does anyone know what happened to Joseph 
DAVIS, born probably 1809 Sydney (?). Married 
Christina SIMPSON by Catholic Priest at 
Rosebrook. Maneroo in 1842. Their children 
were born at Eden. Joseph would have died 
between 1848 and 1859.
-Pat FARR, 23 Darke St., Torrens, ACT 2607.

I have an ancestor whose father was a Church 
of England Minister in England around 1800 
but I have not been able to establish anything 
about the father’s career. How can I obtain 
such information? Does the Church have any 
records? I have checked Oxford and Cambridge 
Universities. I do not know where he carried out 
his ministry.
-C.R. THOM, 48 Derwent St., Lyons, ACT 2606

http://www.founders-storylines.com/
http://www.founders-storylines.com/mugsheets/
http://www.founders-storylines.com/mugsheets/
https://www.linc.tas.gov.au/archive-heritage
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Hot Sites
Cora Num FHGS

ww3.gloucestershire.gov.uk/genealogy/Search.aspx
Gloucestershire Archives - Genealogical Search covers: 

• Canal boat inspections

• Gaol registers from 1815 to 1879

• Inventories

• Non-conformist baptisms (child, 
father and mother) for some chapels 
in Gloucestershire

• Records of the Overseers of the Poor

• Wills proved at Gloucester from 1541 to 1858

www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/
General Register Office - New Historic Birth and Death Index Search. The General 
Register Office (GRO) is part of Her Majesty’s Passport Office and oversees civil 
registration in England and Wales. Use 
this site to order certificates online and 
search a free new version of the GRO 
historic birth and death indexes. The 
birth index covers 1837-1915 and is 
the only index to include the mother’s 
maiden  name 1837-1915 (previously 
only available from July 1911). The 
death index covers 1837-1957 and 
includes the age of death 1837-1957 
(previously only available from 1866). 
Search options are limited to a plus 
or minus 2 years and by gender. You 
need to register (free) and set up a 
password so that you can use this site.

TIP: Use the FreeBMD site to 
locate possible year entries of 
interest, across a range of years, and then use the new GRO indexes to 
obtain the extra information.
TIP: No maiden name shown indicates a likely illegitimate birth.

databases.dublincity.ie/dmgr/browse.php
Dublin City Libraries and Archive - 
Dublin Guild Merchant Roll, 1190-
1265. This is the earliest-known 
town record in Britain or Ireland. It 
contains the names of more than 
8,500 individuals admitted annually 
to the merchant guild of Dublin.

www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
This site is the official online source 
of parish register, civil registration, 
census and wills and testaments 
records for Scotland. The indexes 
are now free to search but a pay-
per-view fee applies to access the digital images of the original records. Current 
charges are listed on the site. Search results include links to view the image 
or order the certificate. The digital images of the original register pages are 
restricted to 100 years for births, 75 years for marriages and 50 years for deaths. 
This extensive site offers access to searchable indexes and images for: 

• Births (indexes 1538-current; images 1538-1916)

• Marriages (indexes 1538-current; images 1538-1941) 

• Deaths (indexes 1538-current; images 1538-1966) 

• Census records (indexes and images 1841-1891; 1901-1911). The 1881 
census index and transcript (no image) are free to view 

• Catholic parish baptism and birth 
records, 1703-1855 plus 1855-
1908 (incomplete)

• Land Valuation Rolls 1855, 1865, 
1875, 1885, 1895, 1905, 1915, 
1920, 1925 and 1930

• Deaths of Scottish seafarers from 
late Victorian times until 1974

• Deaths of Seamen Records 
1902-1905

• Coats of arms 1672-1916

• Wills and testaments index 1513-1925 

• Soldiers Wills - 26,000 from World War One, 5,000 from World War Two plus 
300 wills from pre-1914 conflicts.

http://ww3.gloucestershire.gov.uk/genealogy/Search.aspx
http://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/
http://databases.dublincity.ie/dmgr/browse.php
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
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www.scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/
ScotlandsPlaces offers placename searches across databases from Historic 
Environment Scotland, National Records of Scotland and National Library of 
Scotland. Enter a place name into the search box or select a county from the 
map or list. Some of the extensive resources available include: 

• Digital maps and plans of counties, parishes, cities, towns, villages, farms, 
roads, canals, harbours, churches, school, public buildings, private houses, 

mines and quarries

• Historical Tax Rolls - cart tax 1785-
1798, dog tax 1797-1798 and farm 
horse tax 1797-1798

• Ordnance Survey Name Books

• Burgh registers

• Official reports such as Medical 
Officer of Health Reports 1891 
and Land Ownership Commission 
Reports 1872-1873

• Published gazetteers and atlases

• Hydrographic Surveys

• Alexander Curle diaries 1908-
1953

Note all resources on ScotlandsPlaces are now available free of charge.

Hot Sources No. 136
Cora Num FHGS

COLES Haydon T, Out of Grey’s Shadow: The Story of John Coles, Soldier, 
Pioneer, and Explorer with Sir George Grey and Edward John Eyre, the 
author, Toowong, Queensland, 2016, 418p. Includes illustrations, maps and 

portraits. For more information about this book see 
corporalcoles.com/about-the-book/. 

Also see the Trove blog www.nla.gov.au/blogs/trove 
for the inspiring story of the Coles prosthetic hand. 
The original prosthetic hand design was rediscovered 
on Trove by artist and engineer Ivan Owen. He built 
a hand based on the design and made a YouTube 
video of his design which was seen by South African 
carpenter Richard van As who had lost fingers in an 
accident. They collaborated to produce 3D-printed 

hand prostheses. Using crowd-funding and support from a 3D printing company 
they shared their public domain design on an open source platform. As a result 
over 1,600 children worldwide have had access to a prosthetic hand that is 
cheap and easy to construct and as they grow new hands can be printed with 
ease.

GARNSEY Philippa, William Purcell: Carpenter H.M.S. Bounty, the author, 
Mosman NSW, 2015, 166 p. Includes illustrations, maps, facsimiles and 
genealogical tables. William Purcell was the carpenter 
on HMS Bounty at the time of the 1789 mutiny. 
Purcell chose to go in the Bounty launch with 18 other 
loyalists including Captain William Bligh. During the 
voyages of the Bounty and the Bounty launch, Purcell 
had had a difficult relationship with Bligh. On Purcell’s 
return to England, he was the only loyalist to be court-
martialled. After his court martial in 1790 Purcell 
remained in the Royal Navy as a ship’s carpenter 
and a shipwright. He had a family of nine children, 
six surviving to adulthood. Two of his children came 
to Australia in 1839 and 1841 and have numerous 
descendants. This book provides an evaluation of 
Purcell using the primary sources available which 
recount the voyages of the Bounty and the Bounty launch. 

HOBBINS Peter, FREDERICK Ursula K and CLARKE Anne, Stories from the 
Sandstone: Quarantine Inscriptions from Australia’s 
Immigrant Past, Arbon Publishing, Crows Nest 
NSW, 2016, 304p. This book combines intensive 
archaeological investigation and historical research 
to illuminate Australia’s past through often evocative 
quarantine inscriptions. The book draws upon 
historical records, diaries and other writings, to 
highlight the dramatic effects of diseases and discover 
where the authors of the inscriptions came from, why 
they left their homeland and what became of them.

MAYNARD John and HASKINS Victoria, Living 
with the Locals: Early Europeans’ Experience of 
Indigenous Life, NLA Publishing, Canberra, 2016, 
241p. This book tells the stories of 13 white men, boys 
and women who were taken in by East Australian 
Aboriginal people and Torres Strait Islanders and who 
lived in their communities between the 1790s and the 
1870s, from a few months to over 30 years.

http://www.scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/
http://corporalcoles.com/about-the-book/
http://www.nla.gov.au/blogs/trove%20
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HAGSOC Library – 
New Collection Items In Brief

compiled by Barbara Moore FHGSC
A selection of those items which have been received recently and are available for use in 
the Library. You can check out more details via the catalogue on the HAGSOC Internet 
site. If a society is the author or compiler of the work their name is not listed. Our thanks 
go to those members who have provided donations. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Collections in Perth: a guide to Commonwealth Government 

records – Midalia, Dan – AW5/05/04
NEW SOUTH WALES 
Wollondilly’s fallen: the men of Wollondilly who gave their 

lives in the Great War – AN5/70/06
ENGLISH COUNTIES
East Riding of Yorkshire – Alcock, George – NYo7/85/05
FAMILY HISTORIES
Richard Brooks : from convict ship captain to pillar of early 

colonial Australia – A4/BRO/01 (correction)
Hubert Murray – West, Francis – JMe4/MUR/01
Goodfellow, a Cornwall branch : Mylor to Melbourne – Klaiber, 

Karleen – N4/GOO/01
The Society holds over 650 family histories, the majority of 

them having been donated by the author or family member. 
The title of the book does not always indicate the name of 
the family thus Australian books are classified with the first 
tier being A4, the second tier the first three letters of the 
main family, the third tier being the sequential number of receipt e.g. a book 
about the Moore family is A4/MOO/04. Similarly books about English families 
would have N4 as the first tier.

Many authors have included details of other families connected to the main 
family as well as the history of the localities where the family lived so use 
the “keyword” or “subject” in advanced search to find names of families and 
localities. If you are contemplating writing your family history browse the 
family history section to look at formats that other authors have used to tell 
their story.

PRIMARY COLLECTION
The Society’s Primary Collection of manuscript material is held in the secure 

compactus. They range from small to large collections. Some have a brief 
description of contents but for a more complete list of families and places in 

each collection see the subject heading under full display in the catalogue 
entry. A select list of those available:

1913 Census - 1928 Electoral Roll Canberra – Gugler, Ann - Y4/AA5/01
Barnes – an Australian Agricultural Company family – Y4/AN4/01
Sheedy of Galbally : family tree of Patrick Sheedy and Johanna Connery – 

Quince, Harrie – Y4/AN4/04
Northampton (ship) arrived NSW 1815 – Tuff, Shirley – Y4/AN5/01
Memorial Gates at the Matong Public Hall, Matong, NSW – Jamieson, Lyndsey 

– Y4/AN5/04
Castlereagh register 1814-1831 with index: T D Mutch’s typescript with notes – 

Y4/AN5/05
Young cemetery, NSW, Church of England section: requests for graves to be 

dug 10 Oct 1950-31 Jul 1964 (by surname) – Y4.CR/AN5/01a-d
Tower Hill Cemetery – transcriptions of monumental inscriptions – Y4.MI/AV5/01
Sandra Harding collection – Y4/N5/BRI
The classification of the Australian local history book collection is unique in 

that the first tier of the call number is 8 plus the last three numbers of the 
postcode; thus books about the Mudgee district of New South Wales would 
have AN8.850, about the Ballarat district in Victoria would have AV8.350. 

The titles of some local history books do not always reflect the locality where the 
events took place and the list of subjects in the catalogue entry is sometimes 
selective; thus the call number gives a better indication. Some examples 
below show this:

Across the Plains of Yesterday – AV8.564/01/01 locality is Echuca
The Way It Was – AN8.484/01/01 locality is Murwillumbah
A similar system of classification has been used in the call 

numbers of New South Wales Monumental Inscriptions book 
collection to incorporate small cemeteries in the surrounding 
district. The second tier of the call number is 16 plus the 
last three numbers of the postcode; thus cemeteries in the 
Oberon area would have 16.787 which includes 27 small 
cemeteries in the surrounding district, not just the Oberon 
cemetery at AN5/16.787/17.

JOURNALS EXCHANGED WITH OTHER SOCIETIES
HAGSOC has been exchanging journals with about 200 family history and 

other societies for many years. The Society is now receiving journals from 
53 of these societies in electronic format only thus the latest issues of these 
journals are now only available on the computers in the overseas room. The 
catalogue entry indicates which are now eJournals. Some of the more popular 
journals now electronic are: Botany Bay FHS AN9/60/15, Newcastle FHS 
AN9/60/12, Queensland FHS AQ9/60/13, AIGS AV9/60/01, Nottinghamshire 
FHS NNot9/60/01, Central Scotland FHS PSti9/60/01.
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AUSTRALIA
• At the Paris Olympics in 1900 a George THORNE took part in the golf 

competition and finished sixth: “George who lived in Highbury Parade, 
Weston, was buried in Hutton Church yard in 1907. Although George 
THORNE was born in Australia his father was a Bristol merchant and mother 
was one of the BISDEE family of Hutton and Tasmania”. Buckets & Spades 
Nov 2016 n90 p14 (e-journal - consult index list).

ENGLAND
• William BROADHEAD and Oliver BROADHEAD migrated from Leicestershire 

to Nyabing in the Katanning area of WA. Their sister, Mary BROADHEAD, 
also migrated to Australia. Wakefield Kinsman Nov 2016 v20 n2 p25 
(NYo9/60/08).

• Shirley COLES is seeking information about Frederick COWLES, who was 
baptised in Kenninghall in 1828. Frederick arrived in NSW in 1856 with his 
wife Elizabeth of Wilby, and his son James, of Banham. Norfolk Ancestor 
Dec 2016, p45 (NNo9/60/01).

• William CRABTREE (the son of John CRABTREE) was born in Bradford 
Yorkshire in 1837. William married Grace RAWSON (the daughter of James 
RAWSON) in 1859. William and Grace migrated to NZ in 1862. David 
CRABTREE their great grandson was born in Melbourne in 1937. David 
is particularly interested in information about the period from 1850 to 1870 
when the Crabtree family were employed in chimney sweeping in Keighley, 
either as employees or in running a business. Keighley & District FHS J Nov 
2016 p.12 (e-journal - consult index list).

• S FAULKNER from Cheadle sent a postcard in 1905 to Hilda Clare MILES 
of Strahan in Tasmania, the daughter of Captain Edward Thomas MILES 
and Charlotte Eliza REYNOLDS. Hilda later married John Willian BARRETT. 
Wakefield Kinsman Nov 2016 v20 n2 p25 (NYo9/60/08).

From Our Contemporaries
Peter Kennedy & Pauline Bygraves

The items selected for this column are taken from many overseas journals received by 
the Society, and usually make mention of Australia in some form or may be of general 
interest to Australian researchers. The facts are as stated in the item concerned, and 
have not been separately checked. Comprehensive international coverage can be found 
in The Genealogists’ Magazine (N9/60/03), Family Tree (N9/60/07) and Your Family 
Tree (N9/60/14). Articles from these three journals are not necessarily extracted here, 
due to the number of articles they carry which are helpful for research. eJournals are 
accessible on the computers in the overseas room. From the Home Page on our website, 
click on the Index List to gain access to them. If you have any comments or suggestions 
please email editor@familyhistoryact.org.au. 

• David FISK was born in 1850, the son of James FISK, a Yarmouth policeman, 
and Mary FISK (who were cousins). David married Rebekah Elizebth [sic] 
BAYLEY in 1868. In 1874 David appears in Australia described as a widower. 
In 1880 David marries Sarah Anne POWELL in Happy Go Lucky in Victoria. 
Norfolk Ancestor Dec 2016 pp21 & 39 (NNo9/60/01).

GENERAL
• C Joy McCALLISTER: “Lessons Learned from Writing My Family History: 

Part 2: Writing & Sharing”. Nova Scotia Genealogist Fall 2015 vXXXIII/3 p69 
(e-journal - consult index list).

• Mary SKIPWORTH: “A final repository for my research - what are the 
options?” New Zealand Genealogist Dec 2016 v47 n362 p226 (K9/60/02).

IRELAND
• James G RYAN: “Chasing Your County Waterford Ancestors”. Irish Roots 

Fourth Qtr 2016 n100 p10 (R9/60/04).
• Nicola MORRIS: “100 ways to trace your Irish ancestors”. Irish Roots Fourth 

Qtr 2016 n100 p16 (R9/60/04).
ISLE of MAN
• John KERMODE of Shenvalla, Glen Maye was transported to Tasmania 

in 1825 for being a farmers’ leader in the potato riots of 1825. After being 
pardoned John became the only transportee to return to the Isle of Man, 
but he then went back to Tasmania where he died in 1848 “by the visitation 
of God, from apoplexy”. Fraueyn as Banglaneyn (IoM FHSJ) Nov 2016 
vXXXVIII n4 p154.

• Francoise Catherine LOCKETT, the daughter of Margt KEELY, was born on 
the Isle of Man, but was buried in Brighton, Victoria in 1922. Fraueyn as 
Banglaneyn (IoM FHSJ) Nov 2016 vXXXVIII n4 p184.

• William W STUART was born on the Isle of Man in 1857 and buried at 
Rookwood Cemetery in 1911. Fraueyn as Banglaneyn (IoM FHSJ) Nov 2016 
vXXXVIII n4 p184.

NEW ZEALAND
• Richard Frederick HERZ was an accomplished musician, composer, dancing 

master and photographer in New Zealand, where he married Louisa May 
Josephine MARTIN. He lived in Australia in the late 1850s/early 1860s, before 
departing Melbourne on the barque Anna bound for San Francisco in 1866 
accompanied by Annie HALL, a comic vocalist. New Zealand Genealogist 
Feb 2017 v48 n363 p6 (K9/60/02).

• Richard HOSKING married Annie THOMPSON in Christchurch in 1891. 
They moved to Sydney later that year, with Richard working as a groom at 
Anthony Horden and Sons stables in Redfern. Annie left the marriage shortly 
after they arrived, assuming the name Ivy MALCOLM. There was a tragic 

mailto:editor%40familyhistoryact.org.au?subject=


36 37The Ancestral Searcher Vol. 40 No. 1 The Ancestral Searcher Vol. 40 No. 1

ending with Richard shooting his wife and then himself in the head. He was 
buried in Rookwood Cemetery in Jun 1892. New Zealand Genealogist Feb 
2017 v48 n363 p8 (K9/60/02).

• Cathy VAUGHAN is looking for information on Ellen and Abraham STEVENS 
who migrated to NSW in 1877. Their daughter Mary Louisa married Simon 
EIFFE in 1890. Mary and Simon died in Wellington, New Zealand in 1955 
and 1938 respectively. New Zealand Genealogist Feb 2017 v48 n363 p43 
(K9/60/02).

SCOTLAND
• William BOYD, the third son of William BOYD and Dorothea SMITH, was the 

commander and master of the brig Mary Gray from about 1839. The Mary 
Gray carried cargo to Hobart in Feb 1841. On the return journey he drowned 
in the Hoogly River in Calcutta, India, leaving a widow Jane and son Charles 
Lawrance in Scotland. Aberdeen and North-East Scotland FHS Nov 2016 
n141 p9 (PAbd9/60/01).

• Walter F DAVIDSON from Ottawa, and Nick HIDE from London are asking 
people to contact them if they would be interested in a research project 
into the origins of a group of DAVIDSON families who are descended from 
James DAVIDSON and Margaret ELLIOT, whose marriage was registered 
in Canonbie in April 1769 - the families were found in the Canonbie and 
neighbouring parishes in Eastern Dumfriesshire. Margaret and James had 
11 children and the project has documented 850 direct descendants some 
of whom migrated to Australia and elsewhere. Dumfries and Galloway FHS 
Newsletter Nov 2016 n87 p18 (e-journal - consult index list).

• Adella DOUGLAS (born 1862) “left her comfortable existence as a vicar’s 
daughter in Kirriemuir” and travelled to Australia in 1890 to join her husband 
to be − her cousin Reginald STOCKDALE. They were married at Albion Park 
in 1891 and then moved to the mining settlement of Drake. Hillingdon FHSJ 
Dec 2016 no116 p12 (e-journal - consult index list).

• GORDONS: article entitled “Some GORDON families of Sutherland - research, 
sources, contacts and appeal”: “A recent DNA test on my correspondent 
David John Sutherland Gordon, a current descendant of the DALCHARN 
family living in Australia, has shown a close match with a current descendant 
of the Gordons of Carroll” (para 13). Highlands FHSJ Feb 2017 v35 n2 p04 
(e-journal - consult index list).

• W HOLLAND: “Parishes and other areas of administration in Scotland.” This 
article includes a list of Parishes & Towns in Dumfries & Galloway. Dumfries 
and Galloway FHS Newsletter Nov 2016 n87 p4 (e-journal - consult index list).

• Christine WOODCOCK: “Scottish Marriages and Wedding Customs”. Nova 
Scotia Genealogist 2016 vXXXIV p25 (e-journal - consult index list).

Society Education and Social Activities
April to June 2017

Unless otherwise stated, all activities are held in the HAGSOC Education Room at the 
Cook Community Hub. Bookings not required for Monthly meetings, Special Interest 
Group meetings (open only to members), or User Group meetings (open to non-
HAGSOC members).
Education Sessions—Bookings are required for all Education and Events. Courses, 
Workshops and Seminars are listed in the President’s Newsletter, in the Library, and on 
our webpage www.familyhistoryact.org.au. For courses requiring payment, please register 
and pay for these events on our webpage, or at the Library. For any last minute changes 
please check the Events and Courses pages on our website www.familyhistoryact.org.au. 
Write to registration@familyhistoryact.org.au for course or general queries.

APRIL 2017
2 Sun 2pm to 4.30pm: New Members Course - Education Session: Where 

do I Start? - beginning your family history with Brian Buckley and The 
HAGSOC Library with Barb Toohey. Venue is the HAGSOC Education Room 
for this members-only education event. There is no cost and afternoon tea is 
provided. Check the Courses page for details and registration.

4 Tue 8pm: Monthly Meeting. Speaker is Barb Toohey on “Footsteps in 
Flanders”. Starting with the 100 year centenary services at Fromelles and 
Pozieres in 1916 and expanding into a personal project based around the 
honour roll of an Australian country district, Barb gives her personal insight 
into the battlefields, cemeteries and memorials of the Western Front. The 
project aim was to photograph all the graves &/or memorials for WW1 
soldiers from the Mildura/Wentworth district of Victoria/NSW that died on 
the Western Front. This presentation will outline:
• the research sources used and preparation done before leaving
• some of the challenges finding graves in the cemeteries and names on 

memorials
• the understanding we now have of the significance and location of 

division memorials
• the impression of order, peace and beauty that is evident in these distant 

resting places.
It will include lots of photographs of the Commonwealth War Graves 
cemeteries and outline how this work will be published.

5 Wed 7.30pm to 9.30pm: The Master Genealogist (TMG) User Group 
(convenor Allyson Luders) meets on the first Wednesday of each even 
month. Contact Allyson at allysonluders@gmail.com.

6 Thu 7.30pm to 9.30pm: Scottish Special Interest Group (convenor Bob 
Forrester) meets on the first Thursday of every even month. All members 
welcome, especially those with Scottish ancestry.

http://www.familyhistoryact.org.au
www.familyhistoryact.org.au
mailto:registration%40familyhistoryact.org.au?subject=
mailto:allysonluders%40gmail.com?subject=
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6 Thu 7.30pm: East Anglia Special Interest Group - in the Library (convenor 
June Penny).

9 Sun 1-5pm: It’s here somewhere … - Education Session: A popular course 
from last year with new information. Presented by Barb Toohey and Gail 
Neumann on how to file, manage and find your family history information. 
Further details and bookings on our Courses page, and at the Library.

11 Tue 7.30pm to 9.30pm: Legacy Users Group (convenor Julie Hesse) meets 
in the Education Room on the second Tuesday of each month.

12 Wed 7.30pm to 9.30pm: Convict Special Interest Group (convenor Sue 
Fallon) meets on the second Wednesday of each even month.

13 Thu 10am to 12 noon: Family Tree Maker (FTM) Users Group (convenor 
Barbara Broad, co-convenor Mick Hanley) meets on second Thursday of 
each month except Jan. Contact Barbara jbjbroad@bigpond.com or come 
along to any meeting.

14 to 17: EASTER weekend (library is closed).

20 Thu 7.30pm: East Anglia Special Interest Group - in the Library (convenor 
June Penny).

20 Thu 8pm: Heraldry Special Interest Group (convenor Niel Gunson) meets 
on the third Thursday every even month except Dec. For details and venue, 
contact Niel on 6248 0971.

21 Fri 9.30am to 11.30am: Reunion & Mac Support Users Group (convenor 
Danny O’Neill) normally meets in the Education Room on the first Friday 
of every month except Jan, but this month is on the 21st. Contact Danny 
djjo@optusnet.com.au.

22 Sat 9.30am to 11.30am: Continental Special Interest Group (convenor 
Raoul Middelmann) meets in the Library on the fourth Saturday of every 
even-numbered month (except December). 

22 Sat 10am to 12.30pm: Writers Special Interest Group (convenor Gina 
Tooke). NOTE: This meeting has moved from 15th to 22nd April due to Easter. 
Topic is “Show and Tell”. What does your family history look like? There are 
many ways in which we can present our family history stories - a book, photo 
essay, poster, poem, letter, journal article to name just a few. Come along 
to the Writer’s SIG Show and Tell Day and share your projects with your 
fellow family historians. You may get some great ideas for a new project! 
This is also a chance to bring along your draft projects and stories for some 
feedback. All members welcome. For room set up purposes, please send 
Gina an email if you are attending – writers_sig@familyhistoryact.org.au

24 Mon 10am to 1pm: Practical Procedures in the Library – Education 
Session. Making best use of the HAGSOC Library with Jeanette Hahn. 
These sessions are not just for those new to the Library but for anyone 
wishing to improve their knowledge and make the most of our own really 

fabulous resource. Bookings are required. Four places available per session 
as we will be using the computers in each room. Register at HAGSOC 
Library- 6251 7004 in the designated folder.

25 Tue 10am to 12noon: Morning Tea Chats … at Pauline’s Parlour: Education 
Session. Having a problem with your research, or not sure where to start? 
Come along to our round table chats, over a cup of tea, to discuss your 
problem. You may also just like to come along and join in the discussions on 
various topics. We meet on the last Tuesday of each month. No bookings 
required. Contact Pauline paulineramage@netspace.net.au.

27 Thu 7.30pm to 9.30pm: London Special Interest Group (convenor 
Jeanette Hahn) meets on the fourth Thursday of each even-numbered 
month, except December. Our topic this month is “Publicans and Victuallers“ 
with Therese Lynch. For future presentations, check out our Events page at 
http://familyhistoryact.org.au/. Contact Jeanette 6288 8126..

29 Sat 1pm to 5pm: Care of Photographs – Education session. This 
Endangered Heritage run seminar is aimed at people sorting old photos 
and needing proper advice on storage and handling. Karen Holloway – 
a professional paper conservator with over 10 years experience caring 
for images and originals in the National Collection, will run the seminar. 
Karen will be joined by James Walters from Vivid Recollection. James can 
make old images appear new for reprint using digital modification. Digital 
enhancement can do things that conservation will not do. Together James 
and Karen will discuss the ethics and options individuals have, to make 
informed decisions about their images. Venue and registrations managed 
by HAGSOC. Bookings essential via our Courses page or ring the Library, 
on 6251 7004 during open hours.

MAY 2017
2 Tue 8pm: Monthly Meeting. Our speaker is David Palmer, a caseworker 

with Red Cross’s Tracing Service since 2014. His topic is “Restoring Family 
Links: The work of Red Cross’s International Tracing Service”. The Service 
works globally to help people re-connect with or establish the fate of family 
members separated as a result of war, conflict, disaster or migration, and 
has operated in Australia for over 100 years. Current clients include those 
affected by WW2 and immediate post-war migration, through to those 
affected by current conflicts in Africa and the Middle East. David will provide 
an overview of the origins and global operations of the Service, and reflect 
on experiences and insights gained from cases with which he has personally 
been involved. 

9 Tue 7.30pm to 9.30pm: Legacy Users Group (convenor Julie Hesse) meets 
in the Education Room on the second Tuesday of each month.

mailto:jbjbroad%40bigpond.com?subject=
mailto:djjo%40optusnet.com.au?subject=
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10 Wed 7.30pm to 9.30pm: South of England Special Interest Group 
(convenor Dick Stevens). meets on the second Wednesday of every odd 
month (except January).

11 Thu 10am to 12 noon: Family Tree Maker (FTM) Users Group (convenor 
Barbara Broad, co-convenor Mick Hanley) meets on second Thursday of 
each month except Jan. Contact Barbara jbjbroad@bigpond.com or come 
along to any meeting.

11 Thu 7.30pm to 9.30pm: North of England Special Interest Group 
(convenor Peter Procter & Tom Bellas) in Library: meets on the second 
Thursday in February, May, August and November. 

12 Fri 9.30am to 11.30am: Reunion & Mac Support Users Group (convenor 
Danny O’Neill) meets on the second Friday of every month except Jan. 
Contact Danny djjo@optusnet.com.au.

13 Sat 9.30am to 11.30am: Irish Special Interest Group (convenor Barbara 
Moore). The May topic is “Occupations and Education in Ireland”. There 
are six meetings per year, held on the first Saturday of February, then the 
second Saturday of March, May, July, September and November. Contact 
Barbara bmoore@netspeed.com.au

20 Sat 9.30am to 12.30pm: Writers Special Interest Group (convenor Gina 
Tooke) meets on the third Saturday of every month except January and 
December. Contact Gina at writers_sig@familyhistoryact.org.au.

22 Mon 10am to 1pm: Practical Procedures in the Library – Education 
Session. Making best use of the HAGSOC Library with Jeanette Hahn. 
These sessions are not just for those new to the Library but for anyone 
wishing to improve their knowledge and make the most of our own really 
fabulous resource. Bookings are required. Four places available per session 
as we will be using the computers in each room. Register at HAGSOC 
Library- 6251 7004 in the designated folder.

28 Sun 2pm to 4pm: Early Australia Special Interest Group (convenor 
Pauline Ramage) meets on the fourth Sunday of every odd month.

30 Tue 10am to 12noon: Morning Tea Chats … at Pauline’s Parlour: Education 
Session. Having a problem with your research, or not sure where to start? 
Come along to our round table chats, over a cup of tea, to discuss your 
problem. You may also just like to come along and join in the discussions on 
various topics. We meet on the last Tuesday of each month. No bookings 
required. Contact Pauline paulineramage@netspace.net.au.

JUNE 2017
1 Thu 7.30pm to 9.30pm: Scottish Special Interest Group (convenor Bob 

Forrester) meets on the first Thursday of every even month. All members 
welcome, especially those with Scottish ancestry.

2 Fri 9.30am to 11.30am: Reunion & Mac Support Users Group (convenor 
Danny O’Neill) meets on the first Friday of every month except Jan. Contact 
Danny djjo@optusnet.com.au.

6 Tue 8pm: Monthly Meeting. Speaker TBA.

7 Wed 7.30pm to 9.30pm: The Master Genealogist (TMG) User Group 
(convenor Allyson Luders) meets on the first Wednesday of each even 
month. Contact Allyson at allysonluders@gmail.com.

8 Thu 10am to 12 noon: Family Tree Maker (FTM) Users Group (convenor 
Barbara Broad, co-convenor Mick Hanley) meets on second Thursday of 
each month except Jan. Contact Barbara jbjbroad@bigpond.com or come 
along to any meeting.

13 Tue 7.30pm to 9.30pm: Legacy Users Group (convenor Julie Hesse) meets 
in the Education Room on the second Tuesday of each month.

14 Wed 7.30pm to 9.30pm: Convict Special Interest Group (convenor Sue 
Fallon) meets on the second Wednesday of each even month.

15 Thu 8pm: Heraldry Special Interest Group (convenor Niel Gunson) meets 
on the third Thursday every even month except Dec. For details and venue, 
contact Niel on 6248 0971.

17 Sat 9.30am to 12.30pm: Writers Special Interest Group (convenor Gina 
Tooke) meets on the third Saturday of every month except January and 
December. Contact Gina at writers_sig@familyhistoryact.org.au.

22 Thu 7.30pm to 9.30pm: London Special Interest Group (convenor 
Jeanette Hahn) meets on the fourth Thursday of each even-numbered 
month, except December. For future presentations, check out our Events 
page at http://familyhistoryact.org.au/. Or contact Jeanette 6288 8126.

24 Sat 9.30am to 11.30am: Continental Special Interest Group (convenor 
Raoul Middelmann) meets in the Library on the fourth Saturday of every 
even-numbered month (except December). 

26 Mon 10am to 1pm: Practical Procedures in the Library – Education 
Session. Making best use of the HAGSOC Library with Jeanette Hahn. 
These sessions are not just for those new to the Library but for anyone 
wishing to improve their knowledge and make the most of our own really 
fabulous resource. Bookings are required. Four places available per session 
as we will be using the computers in each room. Register at HAGSOC 
Library- 6251 7004 in the designated folder.

27 Tue 10am to 12noon: Morning Tea Chats … at Pauline’s Parlour: Education 
Session. Having a problem with your research, or not sure where to start? 
Come along to our round table chats, over a cup of tea, to discuss your 
problem. You may also just like to come along and join in the discussions on 
various topics. We meet on the last Tuesday of each month. No bookings 
required. Contact Pauline paulineramage@netspace.net.au.
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Photocopies
A4 25c 
A3 45c

Microform Prints
A4 45c 
A3 90c

GRO Certificate Service
$18 members
$23 non-members

Translation Service
$5 per 100 words translated.
Translations available for the following. 
languages:
Afrikaans, Czech, Dutch, 
English to Dutch, Flemish, French, 
Frisian, German, German Gothic, 
Icelandic, Italian, Japanese, Latin, 
Norwegian, Old English, Old Script c. 
1600–>, Russian, Spanish, Swedish, 
Welsh.
Further details in Library

LDS Film Hire
Films from the LDS may be ordered 
and viewed in our Library. Orders to 
be made in the Library and paid for on 
placement of order.
Further details in Library

Discounts
Financial members receive a 10% 
discount when purchasing HAGSOC 
publications.
Further details in Library

Research Advice
The Society’s Research Officer offers a 
free service to members, for those facing 
a “brick wall” in their research. This is a 
mail-only service. Please post or email 
your query to the secretary.
Research Service
The Research Officer undertakes 
research, using our Society's wide 
resources, for non-members and Society 
members who live away from Canberra. 
For an initial reply and assessment the 
fee is $11.00, to be sent with the written 
enquiry. Should the inquirer choose to 
continue the rate is $33.00 per hour. 
A full postal address is required for all 
inquiries.
Readers' queries
Members may submit queries for 
inclusion in The Ancestral Searcher free 
of charge. Non-members $27.50.
Contact: editor@familyhistoryact.org.au

Services for Members

Notice to Contributors
The copy deadline for contributions to The Ancestral Searcher is the 5th of the month 
prior to publication. The journal is published quarterly in March, June, September and 
December. The Editor welcomes articles, letters, news and items of interest on any 
subject pertaining to family and local history.
Digital text files in either MS Word or plain text are preferred. Article length should be no 
more than 2000 words, 600–1500 words, with one or two quality images is ideal. Digital 
images should be provided as greyscale 300 dpi tiff or jpeg images.
The Editor reserves the right, without exception, to edit all articles and include or omit 
images as appropriate. Authors can assist by providing contact details and your HAGSOC 
membership number; using spelling as accepted by The Macquarie Dictionary; formatting 
dates to ‘1 July 1899’; ship names should be italicised; and family names should be formatted 
as ALL CAPITALS. Submissions and questions to: editor@familyhistoryact.org.au. 

Copy	for	advertising	and	contributions	is	required	by	the	first	day	of	the	month	preceding	the	
month of publication.  Advertising in the journal:
 Full page for four consecutive issues $330; half page for four consecutive issues $175;
 Full page for one issue $110; half page for one issue $60.
Advertising in non-consecutive issues is charged at the single issue rate. 10% discount is available 
to advertisers who are members of the Society. 
Advertising	 in	 the	 form	 of	 flyers	 can	 be	 included	with	 the	 journal	 posting.	These	 are	 to	 be	
supplied by the advertiser folded to A5 or smaller in size, cost for A5 20c, A4 30c and A3 or 
larger 50c per insert.
Readers’ Queries up to 60 words: members, no charge; non-members $35.00.
 Payment is required at the time of submission. All prices include GST

© 2016 The Heraldry & Genealogy Society of Canberra Inc.

 Typographic design and layout: Rosemary McKenzie, Canberra ACT Printing: Bytes n Colours, Braddon ACT

Monthly general meetings are held beginning at 8.00pm in the Cook Community Hub Hall, 
Templeton	Street,	Cook,	ACT	on	the	first	Tuesday	of	each	month,	except	 January.	The	Annual	
General	 Meeting	 is	 held	 on	 the	 first	 Tuesday	 of	 November.	 Notices	 of	 special	 meetings,	
and social gatherings are advertised in this journal as appropriate.

Unit 7, 41 Templeton Street, Cook  — 02 6251 7004

 Opening hours:  Tuesday 11.00 am  —  2.00 pm
    4.30 pm *  —  7.45 pm
   Wednesday 10.00 am  —  3.30 pm
   Thursday 11.00 am  —  2.00 pm
   Saturday 2.00 pm  —  5.00  pm
   Sunday 2.00 pm  —   5.00  pm 

* Only on the first Tuesday of the month (except January) before the General meeting.

The Library is CLOSED on all Public Holidays
Reader's Access Ticket for non-members: $10 for one day, $20 one week, $30 one month.

The Ancestral Searcher	is	the	official	journal	of	the	Heraldry	&	Genealogy	Society	of		Canberra	Inc.	
The	journal	is	published	quarterly	and	available	without	charge	to	financial	members	of	the	Society	
and	affiliated	bodies.	Kindred	Societies	can	receive	the	journal	on	an	exchange	basis.	Back	copies	are	
available for current year and previous two years $10.00 each. Earlier issues are $5.00 each or $10.00 
for a yearly bundle of 4 issues (price includes postage within Australia).
Reproduction without permission is not permitted. The views expressed in the items in the journal 
are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the Society, and the Society cannot vouch for the 
authenticity of advertisements appearing in the journal.

LIBRARY

SOCIETY MEETINGS

Membership begins from the date the member joins and will expire either one or two years later 
at the end of the month in which the member joined. New members, or members who have 
lapsed for more than 12 months, are required to pay a joining fee.  Joint membership is available 
for additional members at the same address. The Pensioner concession is available to Australian 
residents who hold a current CRN or DVA card. Amounts are shown for one year.
 Individual $ 75.00 Joining Fee $ 20.00
 Joint $ 110.00 Journal Only – Australia $ 35.00
 Individual – Pensioner $ 70.00 Journal Only – Overseas $ 45.00
 Joint – Pensioner $ 100.00  All prices include GST
Membership forms are available on the website, at the HAGSOC Library or can be posted on request.
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