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Deborah Ellam:Trial to Transportation

Window Tax Records   1812 Riots in Macclesfield
My Dutton Cheshire Ancestors Help Wanted
Warburton Family History Day and more...

The Chester Group meets at
7.30pm on the last
Thursday of the month at
All Saints Church Hall, 2
Vicarage Road, Hoole,
Chester CH2 3HZ.

See page 65 for full details.

Future Chester Group Meetings

30th Mar Breach of Promise to Marry - Denise Bates
27th Apr Educating poor girls in 19th Century Liverpool & Birkenhead

- Judith Taylor
25th May The History of Nursing - Anne Naylor
29th Jun Getting Organised in Family history computing

- Geoff Johnson
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Cover picture: Chester Castle © Jeff Buck. The original castle was built in 1070 by Hugh Lupus,
the first Earl of Chester. However most of the structure seen today dates from the late 18th
century, with few remaining parts of the old castle. Photo licensed under the Creative Commons
Attribution-Share Alike 2.0 Generic Licence. www.geograph.org.uk/photo/4382223
See page 39 to read about Deborah Ellam, who was tried at Chester Castle in
1784, convicted of theft, and transported to Australia on the First Fleet; also
see page 35, where Jane Casmally traces her ancestors back to Hugh Lupus.

Cheshire Ancestor is published in March, June, September and December.
Please send items for possible publication to the editor by post or email (see next page).

The opinions expressed in this journal are those of individual authors and do not necessarily
represent the views of either the editor or the Society. Advertisements are commercial and not
indicative of any endorsement by the Society. The Society accepts no responsibility for any loss
suffered directly or indirectly by any reader or purchaser as a result of any advertisement or notice
published in this Journal. No part of this journal may be reproduced in any form whatsoever
without the  prior written permission of the editor and, where applicable, named authors.

Our society was founded in 1969—
one of the first family history societies
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by Rosie Rowley

As I was selecting articles to include in this edition of the
CHESHIRE ANCESTOR, I was again struck by a link between
two submissions which, at first glance, appeared to have
nothing in common. Deborah Ellam: Trial to Transportation
includes information about the history of Chester Castle,
originally built by Hugh Lupus, who is mentioned in the
article My Dutton Cheshire Ancestors.

We have several Help Wanted letters in this issue; I hope
members will have some answers. If you have submitted a

Help Wanted request, please let me know how you got on - and please always
include your memberhip number when you write.

The society also needs some help - a new Honorary Treasurer is needed (see
page 3), and I would be glad of an assistant to type up articles I receive by post,
and carry out some simple editing; distance is no problem as I can email the
documents to you. I received two articles last year and regretfully have not yet
had time to type them up so they can be published. Please consider whether
you may be able to help the society in either of these roles, or in any other way.

Editorial

ITEMS FOR THE CHESHIRE ANCESTOR
Final copy dates are the 15th day of January, April, July or October.
The earlier material is submitted, the more help it is to the editor.
Please include name and membership number or postal address of submitter.
Articles accepted digitally (preferably MS Word or Open Office format) on disk or by
email, or as typescript or manuscript. Suggested length 1000-2000 words.
Please email images as separate files in JPG format, preferably scanned at 300dpi. Please
do not post original photos. Unused items will be carried over to a later issue.
For advertising rates please see last page.

** STOP PRESS - TWILE - https://twile.com **
It has been announced that Twile is now free. What’s Twile, I hear you ask?
It’s a website where you can display your family tree (privately) as a historical
timeline. You can create your tree on the website or upload a GEDCOM file,
add photos, events and stories, then share the results with family members
who can add their own information. The Macclesfield Group will have a
demonstration of Twile by one of the founders, Kelly Marsden, in May - note
that booking is essential for this afternoon meeting - see page 66 for details.
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Chairman’s Jottings

by David Smetham

Welcome to the first Cheshire Ancestor of 2017. The year
has started with some significant changes for our society.
Alan Bennett, our webmaster, and Gay Oliver, web admin,
have been working hard and have delivered our revamped
website www.fhsc.org.uk. Members who have provided a
valid email address should have been advised; please do
visit the website and see what a great job has been done.

This quarter we have also been welcoming former members
of the North Cheshire Family History Society (NCFHS)

following the disbanding of their society. NCFHS has generously transferred
their resources to our society. As an introductory offer, we are providing copies
of the CHESHIRE ANCESTOR to the former members of NCFHS and encouraging
them to join the FHSC now for the cost of one year’s subscription, with renewal
not due until the end of June 2018. A Sale Group of FHSC was inaugurated in
January 2017 and will provide a convenient meeting location for former
NCFHS members and also for existing members of FHSC. Former members of
NCFHS who used to attend meetings in Hazel Grove may like to attend the
Bramhall meetings.

On a sad note, our Birkenhead Group has ceased to operate. Members
registered with this group are requested to register with another FHSC group. 

I wish you all a successful year with your family history research; our society
will continue to provide membership benefits to help you with your research.

Honorary Treasurer Wanted (- it could be you....!)

Victoria Doran’s term as Honorary Treasurer ends at the 2017 AGM, and a
new volunteer is needed.

Ideally we are looking for someone who could shadow the Treasurer through
the first 9 months of 2017 ready to take over at the 2017 AGM. The tasks are
not onerous - just a few hours per month, plus attendance at Executive
Committee meetings - and can be very interesting.

Contact Victoria (see inside front cover) to find out more.
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Research Centre News

Mobberley Research Centre
by Alan Jones

By the time you read this, you will probably be aware that
the North Cheshire FHS has been wound up.  Equipment
held by them, and their library collection, have been
donated to this Society. Our librarian is at present
cataloguing the books and we have been assessing the
other acquisitions. There are some good publications to
add to our existing collection of books about Cheshire and
South Lancashire towns and villages; well worth delving
into to find out about local events and how they affected
the lives of our ancestors.

It has been agreed that former NCFHS members will be treated as members of
FHSC until renewal time in summer 2017. We would be pleased to welcome
them at Mobberley and help them to make use of our combined resources.

Another addition to our facilities is an A2 scanner, gifted to us by Manchester
University, thanks to negotiations by Peter Davenport and Rosie Rowley. The
scanner will be used initially by the Macclesfield Group to digitise historic
broadsheet newspapers. Other groups may wish to consider whether this large
scanner could assist them with their projects.

Last December we said farewell to Sue Harlin, one of our regular duty
volunteers, who has stood down for personal reasons.  She leaves with our
thanks for all the help she has given to visiting members. Fortunately the
vacancy has been filled by the return of Sue Ritchie who was a volunteer when
we were based in Alderley Edge. 

Online information about the Research Centre, including our holdings, has
been transferred to the Society’s new website. If you cannot get to Mobberley,
remember that we offer a simple lookup service - for details see the next page.

Bank Holiday closing
Please note that the Mobberley Research Centre will be closed on Good Friday
and Bank Holiday Monday (14th and 17th April). We will also be closed on
both May Bank Holiday Mondays (1st and 29th May).

Information about our research centres can be found at the end of the journal.
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Crewe Family History Unit
by Margaret Spate

It is now one year since we relocated to the more spacious premises in the
Municipal Building. It has been a successful year in terms of numbers of
visitors and the donation of materials to help with research.
Visitors have found it useful to be able to access our resources and those of
Crewe and District Local Historical Association within the same suite of rooms.

Saturday opening
The dates for Saturday morning openings are on the website but we have very
few visitors; I am listing the dates here to encourage an increase in attendance.
We will be open 9.30am - 12.30pm on 18th March, 22nd April, and 20th May.

Bank Holiday closing
We will be closed at Easter on Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th April. We will
also be closed on both May Bank Holiday Mondays (1st and 29th May).

Members’ Research Lookup Service
What does the service provide? We will search our research resources at
Mobberley for specific information about one named person. For example: a
search for a baptism or burial record or a search for a memorial inscription.
We will also check other indexes we hold.
We cannot undertake in-depth family history research. Members wanting
that sort of service should seek the services of a professional genealogist.
There is a charge of £5.00 per name for this service, which includes any
copying and postal charges. The charge is not refundable if we are unable to
provide the information.
We will respond as quickly as possible but please remember that the
Research Centre is staffed by volunteers who have other duties to perform.
Requests can be submitted:

Online at www.fhsc.org.uk•
Using the ‘Shop’ on our website (available soon).
Payment can be made by PayPal, or by credit/debit card (credit/debit card
payments will be processed by PayPal but you do not need a PayPal account).
By post•
Please remember to include your membership number and contact details.
Payment should be by cheque payable to FHS of Cheshire. Cheques from
overseas members must be in sterling and drawn on a UK regulated bank.
Requests should be posted to:
Family History Society of Cheshire, Look up Service, Mobberley Family History
Research Centre, Rajar Building, Town Lane, Mobberley, Cheshire, WA16 7ER.
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by Alan Bennett

The long awaited revamp of the website has taken place - it has been live since
just before Christmas at the same website address as before:

www.fhsc.org.uk

We have used the new website to send out a number of email newsletters to
all members who have provided email addresses. Approximately 100 email
addresses were no longer valid and many more members have never provided
the society with email addresses. If you haven’t received a society newsletter
and you want to be able to use the website (e.g. to get access to the
electronic/digital version of CHESHIRE ANCESTOR), then please contact us as
soon as possible with your membership number, name, postcode and email
address at web.admin@fhsc.org.uk so we can update our records. We will then
send you a password reset email to confirm that your email address is correct,
and allow you to choose your own password for logging in to the website.

Newsletters
I know that some members have been wary of the newsletters but please read
the news items and frequently asked questions (FAQs) on the site to
understand how you can identify valid communications from FHSC. Some
newsletters are key to the smooth running of the society, e.g. registering to
receive the FHSC Digital Cheshire Ancestor Recipients newsletter is the only way
to find out that a new digital edition of the CHESHIRE ANCESTOR has been
published, without periodically visiting the site to check what’s available. FHSC
Membership Admin is a newsletter that we will use to contact you about
problems with the website or your membership, e.g. payment issues.

You can also receive newsletters from as many of the society’s groups as you
wish - simply log in to the website, go to  FHS of Cheshire on the menu, click on
the name of the group of interest, then click Add ---- to My Groups.

Log in to the website and check out My Newsletter Subscriptions (listed under
My Membership/My History) to see a list of newsletters you are eligible for and
whether you are subscribed or not. From here you can subscribe/unsubscribe
to each newsletter as you see fit.

Website News
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Members’ Interests
The website is proving popular and easy to use - over 400 people have already
logged in since the launch. These include over sixty new website users who
have registered with our site to make use of a new Cheshire Surnames facility.

Cheshire Surnames - an extension of the Members’ Interests facility - allows
non-members to add and search surname research interests and contact fellow
family historians with an interest in the same surname in Cheshire ONLY.
FHSC members can use the full Members’ Interests facility to perform all the
above for surnames located anywhere in the world.

Members’ Interests is self-managed by you when you log in - look under My
Membership for My Surnames (to add your surname interests) and Search
Surnames (to search for other members and registered website users researching
the same surnames).
The pages that are displayed fully explain how the system works.

Site Navigation
There are two main menus on the site:

A top menu on a dark green background for easy access to key facilities•
The main menu on a lighter green-grey background, with links to each•
group’s pages, news and, after logging in, access to My Membership

Please explore all of the menus to see what other features are available.
Key points are:

Remember you will need to reset your password the first time you go to•
the new website (see the news item called Login Issues for Existing Members
on the Public News page, listed under News on the main menu)
Links in the top menu are a replacement for the previously popular FHSC•
toolbar, with lots of useful links to other sites on the Internet. Let us know
of any we have missed.
Help can be found via the FAQ link on the top menu, or if you are really•
stuck or something isn’t working correctly, you can send a help request
ticket to the technical team using the Help Me link on the top menu.
There is an FHSC Forum (link in the top menu) where members can post•
feedback and suggestions for improvements to the site and its features. For
example, one member has already used it to suggest improvements for
partially sighted members (see below for an upcoming update on the site.)
We will use the new Newsletter feature on the site to keep you in touch with•
the latest news without having to visit the site to see what has changed.
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Family Membership users can now add every family member to the•
website with their own login so each family member can register their own
surname interests, comment on news items, buy from the shop, participate
in the forum, etc. See Manage Family Members on the My Membershipmenu.

Changing your contact details
Please note that you can now change any of your contact details online via My
Subscription on the My Membership menu. Any changes you make will update
the membership database immediately, and will also automatically notify our
membership team of the changes by email. No need for you to write, email or
phone our Renewals Officer (Maurice Stokes) any more - it’s all done for you
when you make the changes yourself.

More features - online shopping and payments coming soon!
More website improvements are in the pipeline - features that are due to
become available by the time you receive this issue of the CHESHIRE ANCESTOR
include:

Accessibility features to allow partially sighted members to adjust the•
contrast, font size and even get the site to read out highlighted text
An online shop where you will be able to buy downloadable copies of our•
publications previously only available on microfiche or CD
The ability to join and renew your society membership online using PayPal•
or credit/debit card payment
The ability to register and pay for a research request that can be actioned•
by the volunteers at the Mobberley Research Centre

All online payments will be processed by PayPal. You will be able to use your
own PayPal account or just pay with a debit or credit card.

If you decide to use the website to pay for your membership renewal, don’t
forget to cancel any previous payment methods, i.e. standing orders, to ensure
you don’t overpay.

Give it a try!
If you haven’t already done so, please try the new website (remember you will
need to reset your password the first time you go to the new website, as
mentioned above) - and watch out for more updates on the site’s features via
website news bulletins, emailed newsletters and articles in CHESHIRE ANCESTOR.

If you are a member of one of our groups and would like me to talk about the
new FHSC website at one of your meetings, please ask your committee to
arrange a visit.
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For Group meeting dates, see the Groups pages at the end of this issue.
For changes and up-to-date news check the website www.fhsc.org.uk

6th-8th Apr Who Do You Think You Are? Show, NEC, Birmingham.
The society will be represented at this show on the North West
Group of FHSs stand. See the Events pages for details.

15th Apr 2017 Final copy date for CHESHIRE ANCESTOR, June issue.
14th May 2017 FHSC Executive Committee Meeting, Mobberley Research

Centre, 2pm.
15th Jul 2017 Final copy date for CHESHIRE ANCESTOR, September issue.
3rd Sept 2017 FHSC Executive Committee Meeting, Little Budworth

Village Hall, 2pm.
15th Oct 2017 Final copy date for CHESHIRE ANCESTOR, December issue.
21st Oct 2017 Annual General Meeting, Mobberley Research Centre, 2pm.
15th Jan 2018 Final copy date for CHESHIRE ANCESTOR, March issue.
21st Jan 2018 FHSC Executive Committee Meeting, Little Budworth

Village Hall, 2pm.

Those members who do not have access to the Internet should contact their
local or affiliated Group for up-to-date information about meetings, etc.
Contact details for all Groups are inside the back cover.

Society Diary Dates

Proofreading and Copy-editing Services
Give yourself the edge!

Proofreading services at reasonable hourly rates.
Special rates for students.

Grammar, punctuation, ambiguity, clarity and accuracy all checked.
However long or short, be sure it is correct!

Contact me to discuss your project.
Suzie Woodward

Volunteer proof reader for the CHESHIRE ANCESTOR

Tel: 01856-831533;
or Email: vestlaybanks@btinternet.com
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Family History Events

For news of family history events, see the online calendar
http://geneva.weald.org.uk/

Who Do You Think You Are? Live
9.30am to 5.30pm, Thurs 6th - Sat 8th April 2017

The NEC, Birmingham
Workshop programme and tickets now available online

1 day admission £16 in advance, £22 on the door
www.whodoyouthinkyouarelive.com

1812 Macclesfield Potato Riot Re-enactment
Thursday 13th April 2017 in Macclesfield Town Centre

A street theatre expression of a riot that took place on 13th April 1812,
followed by a street feast (feast tickets £16.) Volunteer to be part of the re-
enactment or join the crowd on the day to watch (dressing up encouraged).
More information about the potato riot elsewhere in this issue. 
Contact John Hartshorn 07522 019454 - www.macclesfieldpotatoriot.com

Guild of One-Name Studies Yorkshire Regional Seminar
Topics incl. Early Asylum Records - Manorial Records - First Steps in DNA

10am to 4pm, Saturday 18th March 2017
St Swithuns Centre, Arncliffe Road, Wakefield WF1 4RR

Booking essential - open to non-members
http://one-name.org/events/

Guild of One-Name Studies “What’s My Line?” Seminar
9.30am to 4.45pm, Saturday 6th May 2017

Leasingham Village Hall, Chapel Lane, Sleaford NG34 8LB
This seminar will focus on a range of occupations, online occupation

datasets and a different approach to occupation research.
Booking essential - open to non-members

http://one-name.org/events/
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Yorkshire Family History Fair
10am to 4.30pm, Saturday 24th June 2017

The Knavesmire Exhibition Centre, The Racecourse, York, YO23 1EX
Admission: Adults £4.80, Children under 14 FREE

http://yorkshirefamilyhistoryfair.com/

Chesterfield & District FHS Family/Local History and Craft Fair
10am to 4pm, Saturday 3rd June 2017

The Proact Football Stadium, 1866 Sheffield Rd, Chesterfield, S41 8NZ
www.cadfhs.org/2017-family-history-local-history-craft-fair

Shropshire Family History Fair
10am to 4pm, Saturday 3rd June 2017 at The Shirehall, Shrewsbury

Speakers - Stands - Free Parking - Admission £3
www.sfhs.org.uk/events/shropshire-fhs-family-history-fair-2017

Poynton Area Great War Exhibition
10am to 5pm, Saturday 13th May 2017

Poynton Civic Hall, Park Lane, Poynton, SK12 1RB
(access through car park adjacent to Waitrose)

Free parking – Free Admission – Refreshments available
http://macclesfieldreflects.org.uk/2017/05/13/2017-poynton-exhibition

Society of Genealogists (SoG) Family History Getaway: Irish Ancestors
10.30am - 5pm Monday 5th - Friday 9th June 2017

SoG, 14 Charterhouse Buildings, Goswell Rd, London EC1M 7BA
Spend a whole week studying your Irish family history with the Society of
Genealogists. Cost £220.00 (SoG members £176.00) including all talks,
sandwich lunch, access to our library and personal consultations.

Lori Weinstein (Events co-ordinator) Tel: (020) 7553 3290
www.sog.org.uk/books-courses/events-courses/family-history-getaway-

irish-ancestors-irish-lives

Historical Association Annual Conference
Fri 12th - Sat 13th May 2017

The Mercure Hotel, Piccadilly Gardens, Manchester
Over 72 sessions of workshops, talks and visits - booking essential

www.history.org.uk/events/news/3155/ha-annual-conference-2017
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Family History News

Ancestry

To see a list of all record sets included on the Ancestry website, go to
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/search/cardcatalog.aspx. Click on Sort by > Date
Updated to see the latest additions. Click on the name of a record set for more
information, and to search just that record set.

To find out what’s new at Ancestry, go to www.ancestry.co.uk/cs/whats-new or
www.ancestry.co.uk/cs/recent-collections

Note that new additions to Ancestry increasingly require subscription to
their Fold 3 scheme which is at a higher level than the worldwide
subscription!  It is notable on the military records in particular.

Recent Additions
Newcastle upon Tyne England
- Electoral Registers, 1741-1974
Norfolk, England
- Register of Electors, 1813-1952
Oxfordshire, England
- Church of England Baptism, Marriages, and Burials, 1538-1812
British Army Lists
- 1882-1962 (NB the Army List only covers Officers)
Royal Hospital Chelsea Pensioner
- Soldier Service Records, 1760-1920
- Admissions and Discharges, 1715-1925

Updated
Surrey
- Electoral Registers, 1832-1962
1911 England Census
- see piece in Net That Serf
Warwickshire
- Church of England Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials, 1535-1812
Somerset, England
- Church of England Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials, 1531-1812
- Church of England Baptisms, 1813-1914
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Find My Past (FMP)

To see a list of all record sets included on the FindMyPast website, go to
http://search.findmypast.co.uk/historical-records 
Click on the name of a record set for more information and to search just
that record set.

To see what’s new at FindMyPast, go to www.findmypast.co.uk/whats-new
Here you will also be able to access the latest FindMyPast tutorials, helping
you to get the most from their records.

Another place to look for details of new records is the FindMyPast blog at
https://blog.findmypast.co.uk/fridays/

Recent Additions
New South Wales Passenger Lists
- covering the period from 1826 through to 1900.
Leicestershire
– a whole raft of Parish Registers, Marriage Licences, Wills and Probate,
Electoral Registers.

The Genealogist

To see a list of all record sets included on The Genealogist website, go to
www.thegenealogist.co.uk/coverage and click on the title of the record set to see
details of what is included. The Diamond symbol shows those record sets
which include data available exclusively to Diamond subscribers.

To find out what’s new, go to www.thegenealogist.co.uk/news/#latest

Recent Additions
Worcestershire Parish Record Transcripts
- over 60,000 baptism records have been added; transcriptions now cover
the years 1544-1891.
The Navy & Army Illustrated
- The Navy and Army Illustrated which covers over 280 issues from 1895 to
1901 giving approximately 6,700 pages of lavishly illustrated information on
all aspects of news relating to the fighting forces of Britain and its Empire.
Passenger Lists for 1910-1919
- over 4.1 Million new Passenger List records added. These contain the
historical records of passengers who left Britain by sea between 1909 - 1919.
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West Yorkshire Archive Service, Wakefield
The Wakefield branch of the West Yorkshire Archive Service (formerly
known as the Wakefield Registry of Deeds) reopened in February in new
premises. The new West Yorkshire History Centre is at 127 Kirkgate,
Wakefield, WF1 1JG, and holds more than 10 million records on three floors. 

The extensive archive includes the collections of the old West Yorkshire and
West Riding Councils, and the current Wakefield district council. The
archive also includes all the court proceedings of the former county of the
West Riding, which was the third largest and most populous county in
England, and a large collection of the National Coal Board's mining records.
Former miners are already helping to conserve, catalogue and care for the
coal mining archives. 

The files of the Stanley Royd Mental Health Hospital, where thousands of
local men, women and children received treatment between 1818 and 1991,
are also among the records to be stored at the new facility. This collection
has a pivotal role in the nation's history as it documents changes in the
treatment of mental illness and its international significance has been
recognised by UNESCO. 

The new building houses the West Riding Registry of Deeds, one of only
four Registries set up England, and the earliest and largest. The records
contain 12,763 volumes containing 7 million extracts or memorials of
property transactions dating from 1704 to 1970.

The Archives will be open on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and
the second Saturday of the month. Microfiche, deeds indexes, catalogues
and the reference library are available 9.30am-5pm. Access to all other
archive material is by appointment only, and all records apart from the West
Riding Registry of Deeds must be ordered in advance of your visit.

Contact: www.wyjs.org.uk/archive-services
Tel: 01924 305980

Family Search www.familysearch.org
FamilySearch have just added over 7.6 million new records online, including
new ones from Australia, New Zealand, and a big lot from The Netherlands.
And remember they are all FREE!
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Help Wanted and Offered

If you can help with any of these queries, please write to the Editor, or contact
the enquirer direct.
If you are puzzling over a family history problem relating to Cheshire or
elsewhere, why not send it to the Editor and see if other members can help?

Abbot’s Grange School, Chester
(Miss WAKEFIELD’s School)

I am working on a pamphlet about the
history of a small private 'dame's
school' in Chester locally known in its
day as Miss Wakefield's. Its official
name was Abbot's Grange School, and
it was located at the home of
headmistress Miss Cynthia
WAKEFIELD at 51 Abbot's Grange,
Chester. There were never more than
about 20 pupils at any one time, ages
4-8 years in 3 classes. It sent pupils on
to Chester Cathedral Choir School
and Needham House, among others.
My siblings and I attended this school
1949-1960. I have made some notes
which follow this letter.

I am hoping some of your members
may be able to give me more
information about the school, or
advice as to where I could look. I am
particularly interested in when the
school started and when it closed, and
the recollections of former pupils. It’s
possible that a reader may recognise
a name in my notes.

Andrew Randall
01732 452873
aorandall@btinternet.com

Notes on Miss Wakefield’s School.
Information last updated 19th
October 2015

Teachers
Cynthia Ellen Douglas WAKEFIELD,
headmistress, 1893-1981. Born in
Eccleshall, Staffs. A boarder at the
Girl’s High School, Green Lanes,
Palmers Green, north London in 1911.
By 1933 she had moved to Chester.
She had a sister Dorothy Backhouse
WAKEFIELD born 1896 who married
Ernest Walter MAYNARD in 1929,
and died in 1957. Miss WAKEFIELD
was large, with steel-grey hair in a
bun, dark brows, piercing eyes; had a
prominent mole or wart on her
cheek/chin, and a definite ‘presence’.
Miss STONE (lived with her mother
in Walpole Street)
Miss COOPER
Miss DOGGETT

Fees
1949: 9 guineas a term; 1951: 10
guineas; 1952: £14; 1952: winter term
£10; 1956: £11 a term going up to £14.

Lunches:
1954: winter term 4 guineas; 1955 2s
each; 1956 lunches in Quaintways 2s
3d each.
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Girls
Margaret DAVID
Judy WIGGLESWORTH
Elizabeth CLOWER
Marilyn HUTCHESON
Anthea & Eleanor ?
Frances RANDALL
June COATES
Gillian SCOTT
Heather KNEALE
Helen AIRD
Diana TEMPLE
Jean HIND?

Boys
Jeremy BURROWS
Robert DAVID
Andrew & Jonathan RANDALL
Fergus & Timothy VERNON-SMITH
John FRANKLAND (son of Colonel
FRANKLAND)
Jeremy UNDERWOOD (ex-Malaya)
Anthony HUTCHINSON (Mollington
Banastre? Father rowed him to SBH in
a pram dinghy)
Christopher & brother DAY (Rowton)
Gordon CLEMENCE
Richard BATES
RADCLIFFE brothers: Michael &
Peter?
Peter POWNALL?
John HIND
Rupert & Christopher LATHAM
Michael SCOTT

Activities and Memories
Prayers & hymns (All things bright &
beautiful…)
Friday storytelling to the whole school
by pupils chosen a week in advance;
very stressful! Some burst into tears
when it was their turn.

Crocodile to lunch at Delamere
restaurant in Liverpool Road (£2 15s
Xmas term 1949, £1 19s Spring term
1950); later at Quaintways. The
Delamere may have been before and
after the Quaintways fire which
destroyed much of the building.  If not
then we must have gone elsewhere.
Making things with raffia, cane, wool,
blanket stitch, for example a shopping
bag made out of hessian with a lining
sewn in, and decorative external
stitching in coloured wool.
Natural history montages and projects
(pressed flowers & leaves, 1st prize)
Mark cards: excellent, very good, fair?
Posted in classroom box, also used at
Christmas for Christmas cards
Games in the yard: PE teacher,
wearing coloured sashes, running
round, stormy, choppy etc
Music and movement in the
classrooms via radio
Reading and writing practice: first
printing letters, then joined-up.
Counting using cardboard coins also
something like buttons on a card.
‘Times tables’ chanted out loud.
3 classes incl kindergarten. 12-20 kids
in total?
Outside toilet for boys, inside upstairs
for girls
Pegs in hall and benches/shoe rack
underneath. Shoe-bags with draw-
strings. Smell of damp coats after rain.
Scullery beyond kitchen, exit to yard
French windows to yard from far
classroom. Sand-tray in front of
French windows. Beyond the
playground there was a strip of grass
and flower-beds we were forbidden to
go on; beyond that was a boundary of
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trees containing a rookery alongside
the railway track (steam trains).
Uniform: grey trousers, socks, shirt
and jersey for boys; brown dress for
girls. Panama hat?  
At Christmas we made coloured
paper chains.
We had to wear house shoes in the
building and doing them up involved
some gadget which was very difficult
to master – at least for me!  I seem to
remember being made to do it on my
own! (Robert David)
On one occasion a vase (in the hall on
the way out to the playground at the
back?) was broken and we were all
required to bring one shilling to pay
for it.
Corporal punishment: Andrew
remembers being slapped by Miss W
for failure to make adequate progress
with his craftwork, and getting a cut
lip. He was also given a stern lecture
after school one day by Miss W about
being a very silly boy. To this day he
has no recollection of anything he had
done to deserve this, and thinks it was
a case of mistaken identity!
Milk break: tables covered with blue
& white oilcloth. Biscuits brought in,
wrapped in grease-proof paper
Walking to school: Balmoral Park,
Cheyney Road (scuffing through the
autumn leaves on the pavement
alongside the high brick wall of
Chester College, topped with broken
glass, and once finding a 0.22 live
cartridge round), across Parkgate
Road (dangerous traffic), up Rocky
Lane, left into Liverpool Road and left
again into Abbot’s Grange. Seemed to
take about 20 mins

Painting on sheets of coarse grey
paper using powder ‘poster paints’
that you mixed with water from jam-
jars filled in the scullery. Did we wear
aprons? I have a faint memory of each
pupil having to bring their own 
Frances seems to remember there
were dustbins at the end of the
wooden shed and pupils were
forbidden from playing behind them,
presumably because out of sight they
would get up to no good
Friday was a half-day, finishing after
the story. Parents gathered on foot or
occasionally in cars outside the front
gate

COATHUPE,  Childer Thornton

I live in Melbourne, Australia and
believe that I am descended from the
COATHUPE family who lived in
Childer Thornton (and who later
moved to Redland and Westbury on
Trym near Bristol).

I am trying to confirm this and would
love to make contact with other
descendants of this family, especially
those who may be willing to
undertake DNA testing as part of the
confirmation process.

Any help will be greatly appreciated.

Ian Ashman
Melbourne, Australia
ianash@ozemail.com.au



CHESHIRE ANCESTOR March 201718

Hewetson’s (Macclesfield) 1912 Cup-Winning Football Team

This photo postcard was sent to the Macclesfield Reflects WWI research group
by a relative of James CLEAVER, who is pictured standing at the back on the
left (looking away from the camera). The photo is of Hewetson’s Football Club,
and shows the winning team and, presumably, trainers and other officials,
with Mr HEWETSON in the centre front behind the trophy and team medals.

Further information about the event, including players names, was found in a
match report printed in the Macclesfield Courier on 4th May 1912:

An immense amount of interest was centred in the match on the Moss Rose ground
on Monday evening, when teams representing Mr A W Hewetson’s and Messrs Josiah
Smale and Son’s employees met to contest the final game in the Workshop’s Knock-
out Competition, inaugurated by the Macclesfield Wednesday Football Club. A huge
number of people proceeded to the ground – many of them directly from their work –
with the result that there was a very large and enthusiastic assembly when the teams
lined up for the start.

The teams were as follows:
Hewetson’s (pictured): BARBER; CLEAVER and J W BROCKLEHURST;
SWINDELLS, FINDLOW and COSTELLO; H BROCKLEHURST, WORTH,
WARDLE, F BROCKLEHURST and CUNDIFF.
Smale’s: BRADBURY; POYNTON and BANNER; MOORES, CLOWES and
KELLET; HATTERSLEY, BARNETT, BAILEY, WHITTINGHAM, and UNWIN.
Mr J MOTTERSHEAD had charge of the game; linesmen were Messrs A J JACKSON
and T WOOD.

Councillor FROST, before making the presentation… said he wished to congratulate
the Hewetson team upon winning the cup… Hewetson’s team had created an unique
record by winning the first cricket knock-out competition and the first football knock-
out competition… He also said they had to thank Colonel BROCKLEHURST for
giving them such a splendid cup.

Hewetson’s won the match 1-0. The full report can be read on the Macclesfield
Reflects website at http://macclesfieldreflects.org.uk/1912/05/04/bygone-news-4-
may-1912-the-macclesfield-courier/

So far, only three men have been identified - James CLEAVER, Harry
BROCKLEHURST and Albert WORTH; can anyone help with names of the
remaining team members, or the other men in the photo? 

Rosie Rowley, Member no. 2119
macclesfieldreflects@gmail.com
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John TATEM, born 1710

In my dining room at home I have a
portrait of John TATEM.  It is in poor
condition and mounted in a rather
rickety wooden frame and, it has to be
said, is no great thing of beauty.  So why
do I keep it?  The answer is that he was
my first cousin seven times removed
and it is just about the only record I
have of him.

On the back of the frame is written:
“John TATEM, born 1710.  Drowned at
Chester while crossing a ford at the head
of his regiment.
Bequeathed to Mrs Thomas CURTIES,
widow, by her two aunts.”

I know all about Mrs Thomas CURTIES and her two aunts but John is a bit of
a mystery.  He was the son of Samuel TATEM and Elizabeth née HUXLEY who
were a prominent family living in Edmonton, Middlesex, in the late
seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries.  There is a family vault in
Edmonton church and inscribed plaques on the walls but sadly John’s date of
death isn’t recorded.

So, I have joined the FHSC in the hope that among the Society’s records or their
membership I may be able to answer my questions and fill in the gaps.  John
looks to me as if he was still a fairly young man when his portrait was painted
– maybe 25 to 30?  So he would still have been alive in 1735-40 but what about
the 1745 rebellion?  Could the regiment have been sent to Chester to oppose
Bonnie Prince Charlie on his march towards London?  How can I find which
regiment he served with?  Are there any records of military movements in or
around Chester at that time and if so where might I find them?  I understand
from Wikipedia that in those days a regiment consisted of up to 1,000 men and
was usually under the command of a colonel.  I imagine the death by drowning
of a colonel might have made some sort of local news although I realise this is
too early for newspapers. Perhaps a diary has survived? Can anyone help?

Richard Scott, Member no. 9262
richardascott@waitrose.com
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The Huxley family of Brindley

Some six months ago I was idly searching the Internet looking for information
on my early HUXLEY ancestors and in particular anything concerning George
HUXLEY (1540 – 1598).  I already knew there were extracts of printed pedigrees
on several websites but I was delighted to find that the Cheshire Archives and
Local Studies Service had a searchable index of wills and I found his will there.
I ordered it and found it was the best few pounds I had spent for a long time.

As well as his will that was several pages long and mentioned his wife Emma
and their five children, there was an inventory of his goods and possessions,
listed room by room.  This suggested he was reasonably well-to-do as his assets
amounted to £292 7s 3d – a far larger sum than most people had in 1598.  He
was said to be a gentleman and his property consisted of a house with fourteen
rooms and lofts as well as the usual range of farm animals, fodder, grain and
equipment.

The printed pedigrees I have found all suggest George disinherited his younger
son, another George, who had gone to London and become a successful
merchant.  However, there’s no mention of that in the will and young George
was given a ring and some trivial possessions.  Admittedly the bulk of the
estate was left to the other son, Rafe, but with young George already
established and wealthy in London there was perhaps no need to leave him
anything – indeed, George may already have been given a sizeable sum by his
father to set himself up in the first place.

The pedigrees extend the family back another couple of generations.  George’s
father and grandfather were both named Thomas (married to Maud BOULD
and Eva SPURSTOW respectively) but sadly there are no dates shown.  Nor
are there any sources quoted and I wonder whether any member can suggest
where I might find more about these two Thomas HUXLEYs and their wives
and also about the family home in Brindley.

I would be happy to pass a transcription of the will and inventory to any
interested member.

Richard Scott
Member no. 9262
richardascott@waitrose.com

Ed: Cheshire wills are available on FindMyPast, but I cannot find this one -
see http://search.findmypast.co.uk/search-world-Records/cheshire-wills-and-
probate
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Comments on the Dec 2016 issue
I had a computer malfunction and
have only just read my CHESHIRE
ANCESTOR - it was very interesting.
Some great articles. We live on Reades
Lane so the inclosure information was
fascinating. My husband thinks the
organist who stayed with Chester
Guttridge’s Aunt Gerty was probably
George Thalben BALL. On page 34 I
am sure everyone has already said the
words to bute are to boot, meaning also;
and hundret is hundred*.

I agree about RootsChat. What do
people think about Wikitree? I haven't
found Lost Cousins much use for
finding relatives, but Peter Calver's
emails are very good. Might we have
an article on DNA information, which
might encourage some people who
haven't thought of it yet.

Many thanks.
Marie Ball
Member no. 3447

* Ed.: Near the beginning of his article,
Chester Guttridge explains: From a
calculation based on the cost, there would
appear to be 52 hundrets in an imperial
ton, making a hundret just over 43
pounds in weight. 
However, is it possible that the
amount charged varied according to
the quantity purchased? This might
invalidate the calculations.

Meaning of to bute and hundret
Chester Guttridge asked readers
about the meanings of to bute and
hundret.

I believe that to bute is an auditory
version of to boot, meaning in addition,
boot having the old meaning of
reparation or compensation paid.
Chester suggests this meaning
himself, and I'm sure he is correct.

Hundret as a measure of weight is
more arcane. Chester suggests that it
was about 43 lbs.  It seems likely that
it was related to a hundredweight, but
that word itself can apparently mean
112 lbs, 100 lbs, or 110 lbs (50 kg).  It
was probably a locally-agreed
measurement understood by those
who used it!
Rosalind Couchman

The Sinking of the Lancastria
I wonder if this website about the
sinking of the Lancastria on 17th June
1940, as described in the recent Who
Do You Think You Are? (Amanda
Holden) TV programme, is of
interest? It gives details of several
thousand people who lost their lives.
www.lancastria.org.uk/victim-list
Margaret Hough

Letters Page
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by Jean Jones

This service enables members to share unwanted certificates that they have
purchased. Members can obtain a transcription of a certificate by sending your
name, membership number, and identifying the required certificate from the
published list: by email to lampreyjones@blueyonder.co.uk or by post (include a
stamped self-addressed envelope) to Jean Jones, 2 Lytham Rd., Ashton in
Makerfield, Wigan WN4 9RU.  Unwanted certificates should be sent to me at
the above address.
Please ensure you use the correct postage rate for the envelope size and weight.
If in doubt, please ask at your local Post Office.
Thank you for donating unwanted certificates to the FHSC.  Certificates will
be listed in the CHESHIRE ANCESTOR as soon as possible after receipt.
Certificate type: B= birth; M=marriage; D=death

Certificate Exchange

BEECH Mary D 1883 Mar 11 Age 84 yrs. Wid. Samuel Beech.
Present Mary Beech dau in law Crewe CHS.

CHADWICK Joseph B 1852 Aug 28 To Thomas & Eliza formerly
Ashton.

Ashton-under-
Lyne LAN

CHADWICK Sarah A. B 1869 Oct 9 To Robert & Sarah formerly
Gartside.

Crompton
LAN.

CHADWICK Sarah A. B 1840 Jul 1 To Charles & Mary formerly Hurst. RochdaleLAN.

CHADWICK Lucy B 1890 Sep 26 To Henry & Elizabeth L. formerly
Hurst. Bolton LAN.

CLEWES Margaret M 1902 Aug 20 To William Newton. d/o William
Clewes dec.

Northwich
CHS.

CLOWES Robert H. B 1877 Apr 2 To Joseph & Elizabeth formerly
Vyse.

Sandbach
CHS.

EPPLESTON George D 1864 Dec 26 Age 73 yrs. Present mark of
William Eppleston.

Altrincham
CHS.

FLEET Emma M 1897 Jun 7 To George Hough. d/o William
Fleet dec.

Northwich
CHS.

GARDNER Emma D 1906 Apr 24 Age 62 yrs. Wife of William
Gardner. 

E. Tottenham
MDX.

GARDNER Dorothy B 1908 Feb 15 To Walter & Emily formerly
Wolstenholme.

Altrincham
CHS.
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HEAPS William H. D 1901 Apr 6 Age 45 yrs. Hannah Heaps
widow present. Tranmere CHS.

HEAPS John C D 1898 Aug 12 Age 67 yrs. M. E. Heaps widow
of dec. present at death. Tranmere CHS.

HEAPS Thomas D 1899 Jan 14 Age 71 yrs. Joseph Heaps son
present. Nantwich CHS.

HINDLEY Cyril H. B 1928 May 17 To Edward H. & Gwendoline
formerly Capper. Wrexham DEN.

HINDLEY Sarah D 1911 Jul 26 Age 82 yrs. Wid. James Hindley.
W. T. Hindley son present. Birkenhead CHS.

HINDLEY Euphemia
J. D 1962 Apr 19 Age 74 yrs. Wid. Of Frank Hindley.

M. A. Martin dau, present.
Clatterbridge
CHS.

HINDLEY Mary E. B 1889 Oct 16 To Thomas & Mary Elizabeth
formerly Taylor. Birkenhead CHS.

HOUGH George M 1897 Jun 7 To Emma Fleet. s/o Richard
Hough dec. Northwich CHS

HUNT Catherine B 1869 Apr 25 To Edward & Ann M. formerly
Gadd. Manchester LAN.

JONES David S.
J. B 1904 Nov 17 To David & Susan Crosbie

formerly Wilson. Birkenhead CHS.

JONES Phyllis B 1902 Nov 10 To David & Susan Crosbie
formerly Wilson. Birkenhead CHS.

JONES Gladys B 1896 Aug 7 To David & Susan Crosbie
formerly Wilson. Birkenhead CHS.

JONES James E. B 1899 May 29 To David & Susan Crosbie
formerly Wilson. Birkenhead CHS.

JONES Eunice B 1901 May 22 To David & Susan Crosbie
formerly Wilson. Birkenhead CHS.

JONES Hannah
A. B 1890 Dec 1 To David & Susan Crosbie

formerly Wilson. Birkenhead CHS.

JONES Elizabeth
E. B 1907 Jul 19 To David & Susan Crosbie

formerly Wilson. Birkenhead CHS.

MOSS Mary A. D 1867 May 5 Age 22 yrs. Daughter of Joseph
Moss. Middlewich CHS.

NEWTON William M 1902 Aug 20 To Margaret Clewes. s/o Thomas
Newton dec. Northwich CHS

WILLIAMS Mary B 1888 Dec 30 To Evan & Ann J. formerly
Williams.

Llantrisaint
GLAM.

WILLIAMS Mary B 1889 Jan 19 To Evan & Ellen formerly Jones. Pontypridd
GLAM.
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Book and CD Reviews

by Lyn McCulloch
Newly published items are welcomed for review: they should be
on genealogical or Cheshire subjects. Please send to: Lyn
McCulloch, Barrymore, Marbury Road, Comberbach,
Northwich, CW9 6AU. After review, books are placed in the
Library at Mobberley Research Centre for use by members.
Where stated, books may be purchased from the FHSC
Bookstall. Please contact the Bookstall Manager, David
Johnson (address inside front cover).

Tracing Your House History – a Guide for Family Historians
by Gill Blanchard

A reminder for those of you who are lucky enough to
live in a ‘house with history’. This guide to researching
the history of your house is an excellent starting point.
Full of useful suggestions and information as to where
to find the appropriate documents, it will guide you in
the right direction. It is well illustrated throughout.
If you fancy a change from Family History have a go
at House History!

Published 2013 by Pen and Sword. 212pp. Paperback.
ISBN: 184884254-6.  Price: £14.99.
Available from our bookstall.

Somebody’s Cheshire Ancestors
In Memory of...
Ann wife of James DICKSON who died June 11 1856 aged 39 years
James DICKSON husband of the above died Sept 13 1868 aged 52
Gerald James VAUGHAN grandson of the above died Apr 9 1869 aged 7 months
Alfred VAUGHAN son of the late Dr VAUGHAN of Haslington, Cheshire

born Feb 23 1833 died April 10 1902 - in the midst of life we are in death
Mary McKee VAUGHAN widow of the above and eldest daughter of James

DICKSON died Dec 8 1914 aged 73 years buried in Sutton Coldfield cemetery
St George’s Church, Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire.
Submitted by Rob Carter, MIs co-ordinator for North Staffs FHS (BMSGH).
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by Ray Warburton

A Warburton Family History Day was held at the Altrincham Conservative
Club on 15th October 2016. The objective was to showcase my Warburton One-
Name Study, a project registered with the Guild of One-Name Studies, and to
give Warburtons, and those with Warburton ancestors, an opportunity to meet
cousins and fellow Warburtons, discuss matters of interest, and direct future
research.

It was a highly successful day. Eighty people attended at some time during
the day, including my helpers - my wife, sisters and brothers-in-law - and me.
The feedback I’ve had is that people enjoyed their time there.

The attendees included four people from Australia (two from Perth and two
from Sydney) who had organised their holidays to Europe around their
attendance. A group from Liverpool hired a minibus to join us. Also present
were Jill Groves from the Altrincham History Society and  Charles Foster, the
archivist at Arley Hall and brother-in-law of Viscount Ashbrook, who had
some of their books available for purchase.

I had prepared a large number of clan (extended family) trees, and had some
of them stuck on walls or on tables. I also had two computer stations, a
collection of books, and a table devoted to the DNA project. These all attracted
a lot of interest.

I was able to meet many people I have only previously communicated with
by email or phone, as well as a number of new people I hadn’t previously had
contact with. I was given lots of information which will be of great help as I
continue my research.

The event was free but I did have a ‘Tip Jar’ for voluntary contributions to the
cost of the room.

Below is the only photo of the day which includes me, by the window, wearing
glasses and with a checked shirt collar. It’s one of a number of photos taken
by David Hartland, and my wife Jan. You can see more on a new page devoted
to the event in the gallery of the project’s website at warburton.one-name.net .

Warburton Family History Day



CHESHIRE ANCESTOR March 201727

I am planning to repeat the event on Saturday 9th September 2017 at the same
venue. The day will be similar to last year’s event, though following some
suggestions I have some changes in mind. I intend to give a couple of short
20-30 minute talks at 11am and 2pm, with Q&A sessions: the first will probably
be about the Warburton Project (why am I doing it and what I want to achieve),
and the second about famous Warburtons, to support my plan to produce
exhibits on half a dozen or so famous (or infamous!) Warburtons of the past.

I will still have the computers, DNA materials, books etc. I had this year, and
I hope to improve the presentation of the family trees by having them printed
directly onto A0 size paper (or larger) so they should be easier to work with.

There will be an additional event at the Horizons drop-in Centre near Sloan
Square in London on Wednesday August 23rd 2017. I will be combining a
Warburton Daywith an Introduction to Family History for Horizons members. I
will have the usual materials available, and I will give two thirty-minute
presentations: Getting Started with Family History in the morning, and DNA and
Family History in the afternoon. These will aimed at the New Horizon members
but my examples will be Warburton ones.

For more information, or to leave comments and suggestions, please go to the
Warburton website at warburton.one-name.net.
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1812 Riots in Macclesfield

by Rosie Rowley

Macclesfield isn’t the sleepy little town that people might think - in 1812 there
was a riot, supposedly started by a protest about the price of potatoes!

This extract from the Chester Courant of 21st April 1812 describes the rioting
that took place in Macclesfield on Monday 13th April 1812: 

Yesterday week, Mr Daniel ROWSON, a factor of great business in
Macclesfield, received a letter from Stockport, threatening the immediate
destruction of his and his neighbours’ property. Already the rioters had begun
to assemble in the fields adjoining the town, and by noon, finding they had
sufficient force to carry their determination into effect, they entered the Market-
place. They proceeded to enquire how potatoes sold, and not approving the
price, began to throw them about the streets; five bags were thus disposed of,
when the foremost of them, leaving a blue ribbon in his hat, was taken into
custody and lodged in the common gaol by order of the Magistrates.

The word “rescue!” was given, the doors of the gaol broken, the man set at
liberty, and carried in triumph to the Market-place in an instant of time, the
mob bellowing and shouting. After a short deliberation, two, apparently the
ringleaders, held up a stick—the signal was answered by a universal huzza,
and the whole body set forward to the premises of Mr. ROWSON, in Mill-
street. Here they demolished all the windows, broke the door of the shop, and
rolled the cheeses and other articles through the streets.

When the destruction was complete, and another shout of triumph had
succeeded, they took the road through Pickford and Sunderland streets to the
shops of Messrs. John HOLLAND, Simon MALKIN, Rupert MALKIN, Samuel
CLOWES, Matthias MASON, and several others, some of which they
completely gutted, destroyed the windows and furniture, and were guilty of
greater excesses as they proceeded.

A company of the Royal Cumberland Militia were mustered by beat of drum
immediately when the riot began. They followed the men from street to street
without success, some time, but coming up with them in Mill-street, the riot
act was there read by W. AYTON, Esq., one of the Borough Magistrates. The
act was repeated in the Market-place, without any other effect than further to
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exasperate the populace. The magistrates, who had hoped to appease the
tumult by show of arms, now saw the necessity of employing force; but, still
reluctant to shed blood by the use of the musquet, they summoned the
Macclesfield Troop of Volunteer Cavalry.

The cavalry mustered at 4 p.m. under the command of their captain, J. S.
DAINTRY, Esq., and marched to the Waters, and from thence on a hand gallop
to the factory of Messrs. GOODAL and BIRCHENHALL, whither the mob had
proceeded. The rioters fled as the cavalry advanced, but were not dispersed
until they had broken the windows, doors, &c. of Mr. WOOD, threatening his
life. The fields having been cleared, the mob again entered the town, and
threatened a rescue of those who had been taken prisoners, but by the prompt
measures of the military and the magistrates, order was finally restored.

On the following morning three of the rioters, who had been secured, were
examined, and were, under a strong escort, brought to our county gaol on
Wednesday last, to take their trials at the next Spring Assizes. Their names are
Wm. STUBBS, John LIVESEY, and John JACKSON. The total number of rioters
at one period amounted to at least 5000, few of whom, it appears, were
residents of the town of Macclesfield.

Of the Macclesfield cavalry, two were severely hurt; Mr. HIGGINBOTHAM,
an alderman of the borough, had his arm broken; Mr GRIMSDITCH, solicitor,
received a severe contusion on the head: many others were struck violently,
but none dangerously wounded. Of the rioters, one person, a woman, was
unfortunately trampled upon, and had her arm broken; and the prisoner
STUBBS also received a deep gash in the head, when in the act of violently
assaulting Mr. GRIMSDITCH.

The Chester Chronicle of 5th June 1812 reported on the court proceedings at
Chester:

WILLIAM STUBBS
Aged 32, a cotton-spinner, from Macclesfield, for a riot there on the 13th of
April last, under the pretence of forcing people to sell their goods at reduced
prices.

The first witness stated, that the riot was chiefly commenced by boys, throwing
potatoes about, and breaking windows. In the market-place the people were
pelted. Witness was employed as a special constable, and saw the mob when
they were assembled in Beech-lane, a short distance from Macclesfield. Saw
Mr GRIMSDITCH there as one of the cavalry; he was coming up the lane with
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the guard and a prisoner... At the bottom of Cockshut-lane, the mob cried out
“Rescue, rescue”; at this time about 500 people were together. They began
throwing stones at Mr GRIMSDITCH, and witness particularly saw STUBBS,
who threw a stone at Mr GRIMSDITCH, which hit him violently on the nose -
saw another hit him on the back of the head, but cannot say where it came from.
Heard some of the mob shout, “Kill him, d---n him, kill him!”Much blood flowed
from the wound Mr GRIMSDITCH received in the face. Witness followed the
prisoner up the street, when a person said to him, “For shame! You’ll get yourself
in a hobble.” Witness and another then secured him; prisoner said he would
not be taken, and cried out to the mob, “Now, lads! stick to me,” kicking the
witness, when he was taking him into custody. He was given over to the guard,
and lodged in safety. In his pocket was found a smooth stone about the size of
an egg, like a paving stone.

Mr GRIMSDITCH was next examined. His evidence went more into detail than
that of the last... but was to the same purport. He stated the mob to have
consisted of 1000 at least; his evidence throughout was interesting and clear.
Verdict - Guilty.
The Chief Justice observed this was a most desperate offender.

John JACKSON, aged 19, a collier from Sutton, and Thomas LIVESLEY, aged
19, a collier from Macclesfield, for a riot at Macclesfield on the 13th April last.
The circumstances of this case were precisely similar to the last.
Some witnesses spoke to character.
Verdict - Both Guilty.

The sentencing of the Macclesfield rioters, and others, was reported in the
Lancaster Gazette of 6th June 1812:

At Chester Special Assizes, which ended on Saturday last, fourteen prisoners
received sentences of Death, viz.:
- Collin LINDON (aged 45), James WILSON alias ROACH (23), Foster ROACH
(18), James BENNET (21), Richard WOOD (27), and William THOMPSON (23)
for unlawfully assembling in Edge Etchels, and by numbers and intimidation,
feloniously obtaining from John PARKER, Esq. the sum of seven shillings
- Richard LOWNDES (40) James TORKINGTON (18) and John HENSHALL
(28) for a riot, and obtaining divers sums of money from several of the
inhabitants of Pownall, Fee and Styall
- William GREENHOUGH (48) for rioting at Tintwistle, and unlawfully
entering the shop of Elice BERRY, and taking away a quantity of flour
- Joseph THOMPSON (24) for stealing a silver soup ladle, a quantity of silver
spoons, and other articles, the property of John GOODAIR, of Edgely
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- John TEMPLES (27) for riotously assembling at Adlington, and stealing a
quantity of silver spoons and wearing apparel, the property of Samuel
WAGSTAFF
- James CROSSLAND (49) and John HEYWOOD (18) for breaking and
destroying machinery at Tintwistle
LOWNDES, THOMPSON, GREENHOUGH, TEMPLES and HEYWOOD are
left for execution.

John ELLIS, capitally convicted of destroying machinery at Tintwistle, sentence
respited.

John JACKSON, William STUBBS, and Thomas LIVESLEY, for rioting at
Macclesfield; JACKSON and STUBBS to be imprisoned three years, and
LIVESLEY one [year] in common gaol.

Charles HULME and John NIELD, for rioting at Cheadle Bulkeley, imprisoned
one year in common gaol.

John HAMLET, Thomas CHADWICK, William WOODALL, John GRAHAM,
Peter LEIGH, and William HANCOCK, for rioting at Baguley, pleaded guilty
and entered into recognizances* in 14l each, for keeping the peace for one year.

Samuel LEES, Thomas BURGESS, Thomas BRUNT alias ETCHELLS, and James
RADCLIFFE, for riotously assembling and entering the mill of Joseph CLAY,
at Bradbury, and taking away and destroying a quantity of flour; William
WALKER, for inciting the mob to acts of tumult and disorder, at Gee Cross;
and Edward REDFERN, for entering, with others, the corn mill of the
proprietors of the Huddersfield canal, at Staley Bridge, to be transported seven
years, and pay a fine of  [illegible].

Nancy HURST, for stealing flour at Staley Bridge, imprisoned one year in the
House of Correction.

Thomas WHITTAKER, for administering an unlawful oath, at Etchels, and John
BRADSHAW, for taking the same, to be transported for seven years.

James RENSHAW, indicted on two bills for rioting at Etchels, acquitted on one,
pleaded guilty to the other, and discharged on his own recognizance*.

William LOMAX, William MOLES, and Joseph SHOFIELD, for rioting at
Cheadle Bulkeley, entered into recognizance* for their appearance when called upon.

* Entered into recognizance is rather like the present-day released on bail.
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Wikipedia gives the following information about the Riot Act:
The Riot Act of 1714 was an Act of Parliament that created a mechanism for
certain local officials to make a proclamation ordering the dispersal of any
group of more than twelve people who were unlawfully, riotously, and
tumultuously assembled together. If the group failed to disperse within one
hour, then anyone remaining gathered was guilty of a felony without benefit
of clergy, punishable by death.

The proclamation could be made in an incorporated town or city by the mayor,
bailiff or other head officer, or a justice of the peace. Elsewhere it could be made
by a justice of the peace or the sheriff or under-sheriff. It had to be read out to
the gathering concerned, and had to follow precise wording detailed in the act;
several convictions were overturned because parts of the proclamation had
been omitted, in particular God save the King. The wording that had to be read
out to the assembled gathering was:

Our sovereign lord the King chargeth and commandeth all persons, being assembled,
immediately to disperse themselves, and peaceably to depart to their habitations, or to
their lawful business, upon the pains contained in the act made in the first year of King
George, for preventing tumults and riotous assemblies. God save the King.

If a group of people failed to disperse within one hour of the proclamation, the
act provided that the authorities could use force to disperse them. Anyone
assisting with the dispersal was specifically indemnified against any legal
consequences in the event of any of the crowd being injured or killed.

The act also made it a felony punishable by death for any persons unlawfully,
riotously and tumultuously assembled together to cause (or begin to cause)
serious damage to places of religious worship, houses, barns, and stables.

Ed.: This is the origin of the phrase “To read the Riot Act,” meaning to severely
reprimand. The Act was not repealed in the UK until 1973.

Sources
The Macclesfield Potato Riot website www.macclesfieldpotatoriot.com
The Riot Act page on Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riot_Act
The Chester Chronicle of 5th June 1812 from FindMyPast
The Lancaster Gazette of 6th June 1812 from FindMyPast

Somebody’s Cheshire Ancestors
WHEELOCK - SUDDEN DEATH. Denis Lovell, the two-year-old son of Mr
Thomas Lovell, was taken ill with diptheria last Tuesday and was removed
to the Isolation Hospital, where he died on Wednesday morning.
Macclesfield Advertiser, 23rd March 1917



CHESHIRE ANCESTOR March 201733

By Chester Guttridge

George WILLIAMSON, my mother's grandfather, was born c.1810. In his two
surviving diaries, he recorded mainly business activities and dealings while he
was a publican and carter at the White Swan in Milton Street, Chester, and later
at the Red Lion at Bickerton.

The 1853 diary is a Penny's London Diary and Almanack, 5½ x 3½ inch
paperback of 136 pages. Entries are written in ink in a neat script and are
recorded here exactly as written, except for a) names which I have transcribed
in capitals and b) money, which in the diaries is entered under the £.s.d.
notation, is here written alongside it in the conventional manner.
George seldom recorded family matters, and there are no punctuation marks.
My comments are italicized.
Tues. 5 July. Sold the Black pony for £11. 0. 0
Thurs.14 July. Sold Sourmalt to THELWELL for £4. 0. 0  'Sourmalt' may be a
misreading.
Tues. 19 July. We had the horse from THELWEL which is betwixt THELWELL
and me
Wed. 20 July. Mr JONES Bitch puped and we are going to rear one Charles
sent us A pup
Sat. 23 July. we turned our cows out to grafs we stopt having SCOTTS clover
Mon. 25 July. Bought of Mr JOHNSON of Egerton Hall two horses for £31. 0.
0
Wed. 27 July. Bought of Mr SALMON 42 Measures of Malt at 8/6 per Measure
£17. 17. 0
Thurs. 28 July. We Mashed 14 Measures and produced 9 half Barrels (of ale)
and 3 Barrels of Beer £11. 8. 0
Wed. 3 July. We Mashed 14 Measures and produced 9 half Barrels and A ¼
and 2 Barrels of Beer £11. 9. 0   
Tues. 9 Aug. My Uncle John bought A colt of Mr COOK of Kinderton for £12.
0. 0
Wed. 10 Aug. paid Mr SALMON for 90 Measures of Malt £37. 0. 0
Thurs. 11 Aug. Bought A Narrow wheeled cart of Thomas POTTS for £8. 0. 0

The Diaries of George Williamson
Part 3: July to September 1853
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Wed. 17 Aug. Cherry took the bull
Thurs. 18 Aug. Bought of Mr BODENHURST of Ellesmere 50 Measures of Malt
at 8/6 per Measure £21. 5. 0
Sun. 4 Sept. we turned our cows into DYSONS field and the mare.
Fri. 9 Sept. Laid two of our horses with Mr MADDOCK for £0. 10. 0
Sat. 10 Sept. bought 3 Pigs of Richard THELWELL for £2. 7. 6  Paid to Mr
BODENHURST for 50 Measures on Malt £21. 5. 0  May have been payment for
purchase on 18 August.
Thurs. 15 Sept. Charles came home again  He had been away since 14 May at 'his
place'. 
Sat. 17 Sept. paid to Charles £0. 2. 6
Mon 19 Sept. Sold the brown horse which come from Egerton Hall to Mrs
THORNIBEY of Stockport Wellington road South for £25. 0. 0
Tues. 20 Sept. Bought of Mr BODENHURST 50 Measures of Malt at 9s per
Measure £22. 10. 0
Wed. 21 Sept. Black face took the bull Unfortunately a second meeting was
necessary.
Sat. 24 Sept. Paid Mr BODENHURST for 50 Measures of Malt at 9s. per
Measure £22. 10. 0    Probably for Tuesday's purchase.
Thurs. 29 Sept. paid to Charles £0. 1. 1
Fri. 30 Sept.  Bought of Mr MORGAN 3 Meas of Beans 5/10  £0. 17. 6   4 Meas
of Old Oats 4/4  £0. 17. 4   £1. 14. 10 

Treasure at Mobberley Research Centre

How many of you have delved into the filing cabinets in the library room at
Mobberley? There is a wealth of information - who knows what you might
find? The documents, many of them wills, are indexed, but only by the name
of the testator. Only by browsing can you find other names, names of places,
addresses etc.  Each will also has witnesses' and solicitors' names.

From two documents concerning premises in Church Street, Frodsham, in
1826 and 1832 I extracted the following names: Thomas SAVAGE, Richard
MILLNER ( of Newton, Frodsham), Samuel SAVAGE, Mary SAVAGE, Josiah
GRACE, Samuel ASHLEY (Gent), Daniel ASHLEY (Gent), James PURCELL
(Clerk to Mr D. ASHLEY jun., solicitor), R.D. GORST (also clerk), John
MILLNER, Thomas MILLNER.

Submitted by Lyn McCulloch, Member no. 487
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by Jane Casmally
Member no. 8716

'Were they cousins then? Ugh! That's not very
nice, cousins marrying each other!' was more
or less what I used to say to my father about
his grandparents, Mary Emily DUTTON
and John DUTTON. Actually, as it turned
out, they weren't cousins, at least not in the
modern sense.

My father had been interested in genealogy
for some time and had had various family
stories handed down including one about a
Hugh LUPUS who was so fat he had to be
lifted on to his horse! Following his
retirement in 1975, my father had time to do
some research of his own. At that time, of
course, it meant doing it the hard way:
tramping around Welsh and Cheshire
villages and towns looking up old Parish
Registers as well as visiting Somerset House
in London. He succeeded in tracing Mary
Emily's DUTTONs back to 1730 and John's DUTTONs back to 1745 but was
then stuck.

Many years later, after his death and my own retirement, I decided to pick up
the trail again, largely because I was still curious to see how Mary Emily and
John might have been related. Of course, I had a much easier time with so much
information being online now. Mary Emily's ancestry turned out to be quite
easily accessible, though of course it always takes time. She was born 27th
November 1846 in Marple, Cheshire, the youngest of three children. Her
siblings were John Barwise DUTTON (1838-1882) and Elizabeth Wilkinson
DUTTON (1841-1855). Her father John Wright DUTTON, although from a
farming family, was an Inland Revenue Officer who died on 8th February 1853
in Hulme, Manchester at the age of 38; her mother, Elizabeth PEARSON
(daughter of Barwise PEARSON and Elizabeth WILKINSON), also died in

My Dutton Cheshire Ancestors

Mary Emily Dutton
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Hulme on 26th May 1854, aged 36. So in the space of two years Mary Emily
lost both parents and her only sister. At the age of fourteen she can be found
on the 1861 census as a boarding pupil at Overton House Ladies Boarding
School in Frodsham, and on the 1871 census she is a boarder and annuitant in
Eastgate Street, Chester. She might have been provided for by her father but
my guess is that her DUTTON grandmother supported her financially.

On 25th January 1872 Mary Emily married John DUTTON in Chester and they
went on to have eleven children: Kate Adeline (1872-1950), my grandfather
John Barwise (1874-1956), Henry Pearson (1875-1930), Emily Rebecca (1877-
1941), George Chesshyre (1878-1946), Robert Trafford (1879-1965), Charles
Wright (1881-1961), James Hubert (1882-1955), Edmund Huxley (1883-1901),
Marie Elizabeth (1885-1956) and Douglas Wilkinson (1887-1962). My father and
his siblings were largely brought up by their grandmother and aunts after their
mother died. My father always described his grandmother Mary Emily as a bit
of a dragonwhile his youngest sister remembered her as kind and affectionate!

John inherited some money and in about 1881 had a house built  in Barrow,
near Chester, called Greysfield. Unfortunately he died only eight or nine years
later, leaving Mary Emily with eleven children aged between two and sixteen;
she moved the family to Manchester. Income still did not seem to be a major
issue however, as on subsequent census returns she is described as living on
own means. Mary Emily died on 12th December 1929 in Manchester.

Mary Emily's father was John Wright DUTTON whose ancestry can be traced
directly back on the male line through the DUTTONs of Thornton le Moors
and Frodsham to the DUTTONs of Dutton, originating with Odard who came
to England from Avranche, Normandy at the time of the conquest - and thence
back through Finland and Norse mythology, if it can be believed! What is
certain is that Odard was given the land at Dutton by Hugh D'AVRANCHE,
otherwise known as Hugh LUPUS, and is mentioned in the Domesday Book.
So that left the ancestry of Mary Emily's husband John as the unknown
quantity.

My father had established that John's immediate ancestors were from Flintshire;
he was the last DUTTON to be born at Hope Hall, in Hope, where the family
had lived for several generations.  John was born on 29th December 1842 in
Hope Hall, the eldest of four children, but by the age of nine his family was
living at the Nags Head, Mickle Trafford. At the age of nineteen, on the 1861
census, he is described as a wine and spirit merchant at the Three Tuns Inn,
Frodsham Street, Chester and appears to have continued in the trade until his
death on 17th April 1889.
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John's parents were William
DUTTON and Rebecca HUXLEY
(daughter of Joseph HUXLEY and
Ann Harriet DUTTON) who
married on 31st July 1842 in
Gresford. William was born at
Hope Hall and baptised in Hope
on 6th April 1818. He was a
publican at the Nags Head, Mickle
Trafford and after his death at the
age of 37 on 20th March 1855 his
wife Rebecca continued in the
trade in Chester. He is buried in
Hope.

William's parents were John DUTTON and Sarah (or Sally) DONE of Handley
who married on 8th December 1817 in Chester. John was born in Hope on 30th
May 1787 and was a tenant farmer at Hope Hall until about 1842, when it
appears that he went bankrupt. He then became the Innkeeper at the Red Lion
in Hope where he died on 25th July 1861, aged 74. He was the youngest child
of George DUTTON and Frances HUMPHRIES (daughter of John and
Elizabeth HUMPHRIES) who married in Hope on 28th June 1774. George was
a tenant farmer at Hope Hall who died at the age of 86 and was buried in Hope
on 6th January 1831.

This is the point at which my father got stuck. I have established a tentative
line from here back to the DUTTONs of Hatton and thence to the DUTTONs
of Dutton but cannot be certain of its accuracy. If anyone can shed any further
light on my findings I would be very grateful. 

There were no DUTTONs recorded in the Parish Registers of Hope before 1758
when the marriages of a Margaret DUTTON and a Martha DUTTON were both
entered, so it seems George came from elsewhere. It seems very likely that
George's father was also George as there is a reference in a 1789 newspaper to
George DUTTON junior of  Hope. There is a George DUTTON buried in Hope
on 22nd April 1793 aged 82, and an Elizabeth DUTTON buried in Hope on 6th
January 1799 aged 83. Both described as 'of Hope Owen'. It therefore seems
probable these are George junior's parents.

The only baptism which fits the bill for George junior as the son of a George
and Elizabeth is that of George, son of George Dutton of Clotton and Elizabeth in
Tarvin on 20th October 1745. The likely marriage for these two is that of George

Hope Hall, Hope, Flintshire
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DUTTON and Elizabeth HITCHENS (the 'base' daughter of Mary HITCHENS
whose mother was also a DUTTON) both of Tattenhall. Their marriage bond,
dated 14th April 1744, states that George is a Yeoman of Tattenhall aged 32 and
Elizabeth a spinster aged 28. A possible spanner in the works should be noted
here though: a George DUTTON married an Elizabeth CROWFOOT in
Tattenhall in the same year. However, I chose to stick with the first pair because
their ages on the marriage bond roughly coincide with the ages given at death.
Similarly the most likely birth for George senior is in the Tattenhall baptism
register dated 28th January 1713 son of Matthew Dutton of Tattenhall.

Matthew DUTTON was married to Rachel WRIGHT (daughter of John
WRIGHT) on 8th January 1707 in Tattenhall and buried there on 13th March
1748. A Matthew was baptised in Tattenhall on 11th February 1672 the son of
Petter Dutton. This is where more uncertainty arises: firstly there were several
Peter DUTTONs around the area at the time, and secondly the most likely
couple to be Matthew's parents are Peter DUTTON and Mary MASSEY
(daughter of Hugh MASSEY). However, Mary DUTTON wife of Mr Peter Dutton
was buried in Tattenhall on 27th May 1672. So if she was Matthew's mother
she died the year he was born; furthermore this was before the calendar
changed so May would have come before February in the year. How likely it
is that the child would have been baptised some nine months after his mother's
burial I am not at all certain. Nevertheless, in the absence of any other Matthew
baptisms being found and of any child burial of Matthew son of Peter I decided
to stick with it until proved otherwise!

Peter who married Mary MASSEY was baptised on 30th September 1627 in
Waverton, son of George DUTTON and Mary HARRISON (daughter of
Richard HARRISON). From there, there is a direct male line back to the
DUTTONs of Hatton, i.e. Rowland, Ralph, Piers, Peter and Peter to John
DUTTON of Hatton and Margaret ATHERTON (daughter of William
ATHERTON) who married in about 1422 and who would then be the ancestors
in common of my great-grandparents John and Mary Emily DUTTON.
So it seems they were not really cousins after all - just (probably) descended
from the same couple who lived some 450 years earlier!

Somebody’s Cheshire Ancestors
WHEELOCK - Private Herbert ANTROBUS, wounded [while] in the Eastern
theatre of war in December, has been at home in Wheelock this week,
furlough being granted by the Stockport Military Hospital authorities.
Privates MARROW and E. EVANS have also been liberated from their Army
duties for one month to work on the land.
Macclesfield Advertiser, 23rd March 1917
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The Family History Society of Cheshire

Subscription Renewals and 
Methods of Payment

Registered Charity: 515168

Dear Member
The subscription year expires on 30th June in each year. To continue your
membership, please complete the enclosed renewal form and send it, with your
payment, to the Membership Renewals Officer. If you joined as a new member
since 1st April this year, no action is required. If you pay by standing order
please check that your standing order is correct for the current subscription
rates and types (see below). If you wish to set up or amend a standing order
for your subscription, a form is included, which must be completed in full and
DELIVERED TO YOUR BANK. Please consider this payment option as it eases
the work load on our volunteers. All members can pay by credit card using the
form here or online at www.fhsc.org.uk. Whichever method of payment you use,
please ensure you use your membership number as ID.
Those who have not renewed their subscriptions by 1st September will be
regarded as no longer being members and receive no further copies of the
CHESHIRE ANCESTOR, nor have access to the members only area of the Society’s
website.
We look forward to receiving your renewal subscription.
Maurice Stokes, FHSC Renewals & Gift Aid Officer

Subscription Rates 2017 – 2018
Subscription Rates and Types are detailed below.  
Please note ALL subscriptions become due on 1st July, except for new
members who have joined since 1st April this year.

UK Individual Members (please select from Option 1 or Option 2 below)
Option 1 - receiving PRINTED copies of CHESHIRE ANCESTOR

- £18.00 per individual
Option 2 -  receiving ELECTRONIC copies of CHESHIRE ANCESTOR

- £13.00 per individual
Family Group (all at same address)             - above rates plus £2.00 per family

All Overseas Members
Receiving ELECTRONIC copies of CHESHIRE ANCESTOR - £13.00 per membership

(individual or family)
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Membership Renewal Form
This section should be carefully completed and returned in all cases to

Maurice Stokes, 19 North Drive, High Legh, Knutsford WA16 6LX

Surname……………………………….…………….Title:Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr

First Name....………………………………Family Members………………..…....

Postal Address………………………………………………………………….……

…………………………………………………………………………………………

Post Code/Zip…………………………………….Tel No…………………………

FHSC Membership Number……….... from CHESHIRE ANCESTOR address label
SUBSCRIPTION TYPE -      please select one of the following options 
UK Individual Member with printed CHESHIRE ANCESTOR £18.00      �
UK Individual Member with electronic CHESHIRE ANCESTOR £13.00      �
EU & Overseas Member with electronic CHESHIRE ANCESTOR £13.00      �
UK Family Member with printed CHESHIRE ANCESTOR £20.00      �
UK Family Member with electronic CHESHIRE ANCESTOR £15.00      �

Email Address……………………………………………….......please print clearly

I do NOT wish to renew my Membership �

CHARITY GIFT AID DECLARATION - Multiple Donation
In order to add Gift Aid to your membership donation you must sign in the
space provided:
I am a UK taxpayer and want to GIFT AID my current donation and any
donations I make in the future or have made in the last 4 years to:

FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY OF CHESHIRE Registered Charity No 515168
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital
Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax
year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

Signed…………………………………….……………..Dated…………………
Please notify the Society if you:

� Wish to cancel this declaration
� Change your name or home address
� No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains.
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Standing Order Form (to be returned to your bank)
Use ONLY if you have a UK Bank Account

To (Insert the name of your Bank)…………………………………….....…….. PLC

Branch Address…………………………………………………………………......

………………………………………………………………………………………...

Bank Post Code………………………  Bank Sort Code……………………….…

Account Number............................... Account Name…………...…………....…..

Please pay to Santander Business Bank plc and credit the account of
The Family History Society of Cheshire, account number 22835506 sort code
09-01-51 the sum of £……………………….…on the 1st day of July 2017 and
annually thereafter on 1st day of July until further notice, and debit my account
accordingly.   (see page 2 for rates)

My Membership number is………………and MUST be used as payment ID

THIS INSTRUCTION CANCELS ALL PREVIOUS STANDING ORDERS
IN FAVOUR OF THE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY OF CHESHIRE

Signature…………………………………………….……Date……………………

This form should be completed in full and RETURNED TO YOUR BANK
in time for them to make the payment to us on or before 1st July.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Group Affiliation

All members are entitled to attend any of the meetings or events held by any
of the groups, regardless of their group affiliation. Simply quote your
membership number on arrival. Members wishing to change the group to
which they are affiliated may do so by advising either the group leader or any
society officer, or by logging in to the FHSC website. A list of Groups and
contact details is located on the back inside cover of all issues of CHESHIRE

ANCESTOR.

Please note Membership Cards are NOT re-issued annually. Access to all
members areas and activities is by quoting your MEMBERSHIP NUMBER
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Credit Card Form for Payment by Post
This section should be completed IN FULL using BLOCK CAPITALS, and returned

to Maurice Stokes, 19 North Drive, High Legh, Knutsford WA16 6LX

Name (as it appears on the card)…………………………....………………….……

FHSC Membership No………………………..Charge on this card £……….….

Card Billing Address………………………………………………………….……

………………………………………………………Post Code/Zip………………

**Members email address……………………………………………………….…

Credit Card No………………………………………………………………….…..

*AVC/Security No (see note below) …………………..Issue No (Switch)....……
Type of Credit Card (Delete as required)        VISA/MASTERCARD/SWITCH

Valid From………………….............   Expiry Date……………………………….

Signature………………………………………………  Date………………….......

*AVC/Security number is the last 3 digits on the reverse of your card.
**The information required on this form is for administration purposes only. We will
not pass your details to any third party.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Data Protection
In accordance with the principles of the Data Protection Act, your name and
address will remain strictly confidential with the exception of its use within
the Society and will not be used for any other purpose.  If you object to this
information being held on a computer please attach a signed note to that effect.

Gift Aid
Boost your donation/subscription by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate

Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for the current tax
year. Your address is needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer. If you
pay income tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the
additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your gift aid donations
on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask HMRC to adjust your tax code.



By Bruce Sumner
Member no. 9182

The Trial
On Monday morning, 30th
August 1784, Richard
ARDEN and Daines
BARRINGTON leave one of
the Arden family’s Chester
houses and take a short
carriage ride south through
Chester to arrive at the main
gates of Chester Castle. They
go through the decaying
outer gatehouse, turn left and
pass the stairs going down
into the cells of the county
gaol. They continue the short
distance across the courtyard of the outer bailey and climb the  steps to the
Great Hall, taking their positions on the judge’s bench. Chief Justice Richard
ARDEN and Second Justice Daines BARRINGTON have arrived for the first
day of sitting of the Chester Court of Great Sessions. The court will sit for six
days, finishing on the following Saturday.

The jurors are all in place, having been chosen the previous week from the
merchants and townsmen of Chester. The court officials have also arrived. After
swearing in the jurors, court business begins.

The gaoler brings up three prisoners from the adjacent gaol cells. One of the
first cases of this Monday court sitting is about to begin. Deborah ELLAM,
Elizabeth HEWITT and Alice HALTON are led to the defendant’s bench. The
plaintiffs Mary BYROM and Elizabeth JACKSON, who have brought the
charge against the three women, are already seated. The charge is read out:

Deborah Ellam singlewoman Elizabeth Hewitt singlewoman and Alice Halton
singlewoman for feloniously stealing taking and carrying away one Cotton Gown of
the value of ten shillings of the Goods and Chattels of Mary Byrom and one Gown made
of silk and worsted of the value of twenty shillings six yards of Cotton Cloth of the
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Deborah Ellam:
Trial to Transportation

Plan of Chester Castle before partial demolition in 1790. Note 9,
‘Gateway to Outer Bailey used as a Prison’ and the Great Hall
which served as the county court.
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value of twelve shillings and one Cotton Gown of the value of six shillings the goods
and chattels of one Elizabeth Jackson in the dwelling house of one Henry Byrom.1

Justice ARDEN asks the defendants how they plea. All three women plead not
guilty. Mary BYROM and Elizabeth JACKSON make their statements to the
court, after which Deborah, Elizabeth and Alice give their versions of the
alleged theft. The jurors then consider their verdict. On the weight of evidence
the jury finds in favour of the plaintiffs; the three women are found guilty.

Sentencing is swift, and after a short consultation the two justices agree that
Deborah ELLAM, probably because she is the eldest at 18 and the probable
ringleader, should receive the harshest sentence. Sentencing is imposed:

That the said Deborah Ellam be transported beyond the seas for the term of seven years.
And that the said Elizabeth Hewitt be committed to the house of correction at
Middlewich and there confined to hard labor for the term of twelve months and at the
expiration of that time to be publically whipped at the town of Macclesfield.  And that
the said Alice Halton be confined in the Castle of Chester for the term of six months
unless in the mean time she enter into a recognizance of £50 with one surety of £25
conditioned for her good behaviour for 12 months.2

After sentencing, Deborah ELLAM and Alice HALTON are taken back to the
underground cells of the gaol, Deborah to await transportation and Alice to
serve her six months sentence. Elizabeth HEWITT is sent to Middlewich gaol
to serve her time.

Chester County Gaol
Chester gaol had been located
in Chester Castle for several
hundred years,  in and under
the outer gatehouse.

Following their arrest in the
summer of 1784, Deborah
ELLAM, Elizabeth HEWITT
and Alice HALTON were held
in Chester gaol to await trial at
the summer sitting of the Court
of Great Sessions. This implies
that the alleged crime was
committed between May and
September 1784.

Chester Castle gatehouse immediately before demolition in
1790. The debtor’s prison is in the gatehouse, the felons prison
is below the disused kitchens between the gatehouse and the
Great Hall,  the building on the far left.
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John Howard, the prison reformer, visited Chester gaol on two occasions in the
late 1770s. He stated:

This Castle is the property of the King. The first room is a hall or chapel: there are two
staircases leading up from it to four rooms for master's side debtors. Down 18 steps is
a small court-yard, which was common to debtors and felons. It is lately divided, but
the high close pales which separate the two courts, now so very small, deprive both
debtors and felons of the benefit of fresh air. The former in their free ward, the Pope’s
Kitchen; the latter in their day-room, the King's Kitchen. Both these are 6 steps below
the court: each of them about 35 feet by 22. Near the former is the condemned room.

Under the King's Kitchen is the King's Cellar; quite useless. Under the Pope's Kitchen
is a dark room or passage 24 feet by 9: the descent to it is by 21 steps from the court.
No window: not a breath of fresh air: only an aperture with a grate in the ceiling of the
passage, into the Pope's Kitchen above. On one side of it are 6 cells (stalls) each about
8 feet by 3, with a barrack bedstead, and a small aperture over the door about 8 inches
by 4. In each of these are locked up at night, sometimes three or four felons. They pitch
these dungeons three or four times a year: when I was in one of them, I ordered the door
to be shut; and my situation brought to mind what I had heard of the Black Hole at
Calcutta. 3

Thomas Pennant, the naturalist and travel writer, gives the following
description of the prison in 1777:

Their day-confinement is in a little yard, surrounded on all sides by lofty buildings,
impervious to the air, excepting from above, and ever unvisited by the purifying rays
of the sun. Their nocturnal apartments are in cells, seven feet and a half by three and a
half; ranged on one side by a subterraneous dungeon; in each of which are often lodged
three or four persons. The whole is rendered more horrible by being pitched over three
or four times in the year. The scanty air of their streight prison-yard is to travel through
three passages to arrive at them through the window of an adjacent room; through a
grate in the floor of the said room, into the dungeon; and finally, from the dungeon,
through a little grate above the door of each of their kennels.4

Chester gaol had been located in Chester Castle from at least 1294, but by 1784
it was in a serious state of disrepair. In fact it was in such a bad state of decay
that during the sitting of the court at which Deborah ELLAM and her friends
were tried, it was recommended that the county gaol and the associated court
buildings be demolished and rebuilt.

Demolition of the buildings, including the outer gatehouse, began in 1789, and
by 1792 a new gaol and courthouse had been built.
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The Court of Great Sessions of Chester 
The Court of Great Sessions of Chester was the circuit court for the four
northern counties of Montgomeryshire, Denbighshire, Flintshire and Cheshire.
It was the main court for the prosecution of felonies and serious
misdemeanours in those counties. Its criminal jurisdiction was equivalent to
the English county assizes. 

Sittings of the court were held twice a year, in spring (April/May) and in
summer (August/September). 

As in the English assizes, the Chester judges toured the counties and held twice
yearly court sittings in four separate towns of four separate counties, namely
Montgomery in Montgomeryshire, Denbigh in Denbighshire, Mold in
Flintshire and lastly Chester in Cheshire. The sittings in each town normally
lasted five or six days.

Sittings of the Chester Great Sessions
were held in the Great Hall of Chester
Castle (as were the quarter sessions).
The Great Hall was also known as the
Shire Hall, and courts had been held in
this building for hundreds of years.
The court sitting of 1784 was one of the
last held in the Hall, as the authorities
realised that the courthouse and gaol
were unfit for further use and needed
to be replaced. By 1792 a new
courthouse and gaol were built, and
over the next thirty years the entire
outer bailey of the castle (and indeed

most of the castle, including the inner bailey) was demolished and rebuilt as it
is today. The gaol was located under what is now the car park of the current
County Court.

The Justices of Chester
In 1784 the Court of Great Sessions Chester circuit was presided over by two
judges: the Chief Justice of Chester, Richard Pepper ARDEN, and the Second
Justice of Chester, Daines BARRINGTON. ARDEN was forty years old and
BARRINGTON was fifty-seven. Both were London-based lawyers who
travelled to North Wales and Cheshire twice a year, each time for about one
month, to preside over the Chester Sessions.

The Great Hall inside Chester Castle as it was before
it was demolished in 1790. The small building to the
right is the exchequer.
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Richard Pepper ARDEN, the chief justice at Deborah’s trial, had only held this
position for six months. Deborah’s trial was only the second sitting of this court
over which Chief Justice ARDEN had presided, the previous being in
April/May of 1784. 

The ARDEN family was an extremely wealthy and influential family, holding
extensive land and properties in Cheshire, and later in Yorkshire. As well as
being chief justice of Cheshire,  Richard ARDEN was a Member of Parliament
and had recently been appointed Attorney General for England and Wales. In
later years he held senior positions in William Pitt’s government, and was
created Lord Alvaney in 1801. He died in 1804.

Cokayne, in The Complete Peerage, says: He was not a man of great oratorical powers,
but possessed the qualities of intelligence, readiness and wit... It would be vain to claim
any great distinction for Lord Alvaney. He was a learned lawyer and a successful
politician ... the few productions that remain from his pen evince refinement, taste and
facility of expression.

Daines BARRINGTON, second justice of Chester at Deborah’s trial in 1784, was
17 years older than Richard ARDEN, and had been second justice of Chester
since 1778, having previously been a judge of the Great Sessions of North
Wales. He resigned from all his legal offices in 1785, and devoted himself to
the study antiquities and natural history. He died in 1800. Jeremy BENTHAM
(1748-1832), a contemporary, opined; ‘He was a very indifferent judge; a quiet, good
sort of a man; not proud but liberal ... impartial in his judgment of men and things. He
was an English polyglot lawyer … He had a particular way of holding his hands before
him and twisting his thumbs. He never got higher than to be a Welch judge. He was
not intentionally a bad judge, though he was often a bad one’.

Henry and Mary Byrom and Elizabeth Jackson
A search of the eighteenth century parish registers of Cheshire finds two men
named Henry BYROM, either of whom could be the person from whose
residence Deborah ELLAM and her friends reputedly stole the gowns in 1784.
It seems impossible to determine which of the two is the correct person.

Henry BYROM from Moore was a maltster and probably quite a prosperous
businessman. In 1784 Henry and his wife Ellen had a large family of eight
children at home, aged from ten to twenty-five, including a daughter, Mary
BYROM, who was aged twenty-one.

The other Henry BYROM had a wife Mary BYROM aged 25, with a one-year-
old infant at home in 1784. This family lived in Higher Walton, which is less
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than a mile from Lower Walton, where research indicates Deborah ELLAM
lived with her family. But this Henry BYROM was only a labourer, so it seems
unlikely that his wife would have had an expensive gown. 

It is therefore possible that Mary BYROM was either the 25-year-old wife of
Henry BYROM from Higher Walton, or the 21-year-old daughter of Henry
BYROM from Moore. Both localities are within three kilometers of Lower
Walton, Deborah ELLAM’s inferred home. 

Regarding Elizabeth JACKSON, the Daresbury parish register lists a baptism
of an Elizabeth JACKSON in 1766; by 1784 she would have been 18 years old.
However, there is no indication of where she was living in 1784.

First Fleet preparations
Transportation of convicts had ceased in 1776, at the beginning of the American
War of Independence, when the Americans stopped the English sending
convicts to America. Subsequently the English authorities had been looking for
a solution to the ‘convict problem’. At first they implemented the hulks system,
where old decommissioned warships were made into floating prisons. These
were moored at Woolwich, Plymouth and Portsmouth and filled with
thousands of prisoners. The government also tried establishing convict
settlements on the African west coast, but these all failed.

Then, on 19th August 1786, the Pitt administration, meeting in Cabinet, made
the decision to send 750 male and female convicts to Botany Bay. A week later,
on 26th August 1786, the Treasury issued an order to the Navy Board:

...to take the necessary Measures for providing a proper Number of Vessels for the
Conveyance of 680 Male & 70 female Convicts to Botany Bay…5

After two years in gaol it appeared that Deborah’s sentence of transportation
beyond the seaswas finally going to happen. However, Deborah was not one of
the 70 female convicts chosen for the First Fleet. 

After much deliberation and surveying of potential vessels, the Navy Board
contracted eight merchant ships to transport the convicts and their supplies to
Botany Bay. The ships were refitted at Deptford naval dockyards and ready by
4th December 1876. Two navy vessels, Sirius and Supply, were also made ready.
The ten ships of the First Fleet could now start loading convicts and supplies. 

But on 11th December 1786 the administration suddenly decided that one
shipload of 70 female convicts (on the Lady Penryn) was not going to make a
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colony. The number was increased to 150
women. It was this decision that resulted in
Deborah ELLAM sailing with the First Fleet.

To transport the additional female convicts the
authorities had to hire another ship, the Prince
of Wales, which joined the other assembled
ships of the First Fleet at the Motherbank off the
Isle of Wight on 23rd February 1787. 

The female convicts for the Prince of Waleswere
chosen and delivered to the ship. Deborah
ELLAM and Ann DALEY were found at
Chester Gaol awaiting transportation. They
were the first two convicts boarded on the
Prince of Wales in mid-March 1787. In April ten
more female convicts from gaols in Lincoln,
Flint and Lancaster were brought down to
Portsmouth and delivered to the Prince of Wales; and on 3rd May 1787, the
largest group of 37 female convicts from Newgate prison were sent from
London to board the ship. 

Chester Gaol to Convict Transport
On the morning of Monday 12th March 1787, Deborah ELLAM and Ann
DALEY were led from their prison cell at Chester Castle for the next stage of
their incarceration. Deborah had been in Chester gaol for over two and a half
years, Ann for only a few months. Both women were loaded into a waiting
prison wagon.

The wagon trundled slowly southwards through the English countryside,
taking two days to travel the 378 miles to Portsmouth. Deborah and Ann were
taken from the wagon, transferred to a lighter, and were rowed out to the
waiting transport ship Prince of Wales, at anchor on the Motherbank off the Isle
of Wight with the other ten ships of the assembled First Fleet. 

Deborah had now left English soil forever, and was about to start the next
chapter of her life, travelling to Australia as a convict on the First Fleet. At four
o’clock in the morning on 13th May 1787, the ships of the First Fleet left the
Motherbank bound for Botany Bay.

Deborah ELLAM never saw England again.

Prince of Wales, by Frank Allen (detail)
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Sources
PRO County Palatine of Chester, Crown Books 1758-94 21/71
PRO County Palatine of Chester, Crown Books 1758-94 21/72
Howard, John. The State of Prisons in England and Wales. 2nd ed.3
Warrington: William Eyres, 1880.
Thomas Pennant, A Tour of Wales MDCCLXXIII, Vol. 1, Henry Hughes4
1778, p. 161.
NMM ADM OT/1, in letters on Transport to the Navy Board, 1783-1789,5
26 August 1786.

Ed.: More information
A short article mentioning Deborah ELLAM and Ann DALEY was published
in the CHESHIRE ANCESTOR in March 2002:

Cheshire Jailbirds off to Australia! By Ian Cameron
The loss of the American colonies put a temporary end to the transportation of
convicts, but 1787 saw the start of an extraordinary social experiment when a
small fleet of English ships set out to find the mouth of a river 14,000 miles
away in order to establish a new kind of penal colony, one that would have no
free settlers. The bay had been discovered only 17 years previously by Captain
James Cook, when he claimed the entire east coast of "New Holland" for the
Crown, and no-one had visited it since. The ships held the first consignment of
convicts to be transported to Botany Bay, New South Wales. In the account of
the voyage written shortly afterwards by Governor Phillip, two of the 736
prisoners were specifically identified as having a Cheshire connection:

Ann DALEY, wife of Gore DALEY, alias Ann WARBURTON, convicted at
Nether Knutsford on 3 October 1786, sentenced to 7 years.
Deborah ELLAM, convicted at Chester on 30 August 1786, sentenced to 7 years.

So keen was the State to empty the prison hulks moored in the Thames and rid
England of as many of its criminals as possible that the Second Fleet was
dispatched before anyone knew the fate of the first, though it had, after a
voyage of eight months, arrived safely. Some of the convicts had been on board
over a year, and 40 of them along with five of their children had died en route. 

Details of the offences of many of them were brought together by J Cobley in
his 1970 book The Crimes of the First Fleet Convicts. A stolen packet of snuff, for
example, secured one felon his place on board, whereas for another it was a
stolen book which sent him to the other side of the planet.

Useful websites:
http://gutenberg.net.au/first-fleet.html and http://firstfleet.uow.edu.au/
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What the Papers Said

Cheshire Observer, 2nd March 1867
FATAL FALL FROM A HORSE - On
Monday afternoon Mr T F CARTER
(late of the firm of Messrs Waugh and
Carter, sailmakers and ship
chandlers), was thrown from his
horse, near the village of Willaston,
and received such severe injuries as
terminated fatally before medical aid
could be got. The deceased gentleman
arrived at Hooton Station, on the
Birkenhead line, about five o’clock,
where a groom was in waiting with
his horse, which he mounted, and
proceeded to ride home to his
residence, Wood Park, Windle-Hill,
Neston, when he met with the
lamentable accident just stated.

NESTON - LOCAL GOVERNMENT
ACT - In consequence of the recent
severe visitation of cholera at Neston,
an attempt has recently been made to
adopt the Local Government Act in
the place, with the view of having
several townships in the locality,
including Little Neston, Parkgate, &c.,
throughly cleansed and sewered. For
the present, however, the promoters
...have been frustrated in their
praiseworthy object. A meeting... took
place at Neston on Thursday evening
week, to take into consideration a
proposition to adopt the Act.
Amongst those present were the Rev
R W GLEADOWE, Mr C BUSHELL,
Captain Duncan GRAHAM, Captain

DAGG, and other gentlemen. Capt
DAGG, agent to the Earl of
Shrewsbury, who is a large
landowner in the district, was
opposed to the proposition, and he
and his friends carried an amendment
by 59 to 15 that the Act be not
adopted. The matter is not yet
however settled, for a poll of the
several townships was demanded.

CHESTER CITY POLICE COURT -
SATURDAY 
James MORRIGAN, charged with
being drunk and incapable in Eastgate
Row at half-past twelve the previous
night, was dismissed with a caution.

Joseph TAYLOR, carter, was charged
by P.C.6 with being drunk in charge
of a cart and horse. The constable
stated that he saw a cart and horse
proceeding up Grosvenor-street on
Monday afternoon, without anyone
with it, and having stopped the horse
and inquired where the driver was he
learned that he was riding with
another man in a cart which had gone
on before. Prisoner, who had nothing
to say, was ordered to pay 2s 6d.

John DOUGLAS was charged by Mr
BLOOR, the Cottage Inn, Brook-street,
with being drunk and disorderly at
his house the previous night. The
complainant said that the prisoner
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came to his door drunk at half-past
one that morning, and because he was
refused admission, struck the
complainant. He had previously done
so several times. The prisoner in
defence said that he had been having
some drink at the ploughing match
yesterday, and had been in the
complainant’s house the same night
and [was] turned out. Prisoner also
said he saw two policemen in there
playing at bagatelle. PC26
corroborated the complainant’s
statement. Fined 5s and costs, or three
days. Prisoner’s wife: “How long must
he stop in gaol, sir?” Mr Fenwick:
“Until Monday” Prisoner’s wife: “Oh,
well, then, he shall go, sir” (Laughter.)

MONDAY
Mrs ROBERTS, Boughton, was bound
over in her own recognizances to keep
the peace, for using abusive language
to Elizabeth WRIGHT.

Margaret CLANCY, of Fosbrook-
street, was fined 5s and costs, for
using abusive language to Elizabeth
STARKEY, a neighbour.

TUESDAY
STEALING LEAD - John JOHNSON
was charged with stealing lead from
the roof of the Commercial Hall, in
which premises Mr Charles HUGHES
carries on the business of
coachmaking....

WEDNESDAY
STEALING A TEAPOT - Sarah
MORRIS, Handbridge, was charged
by Mrs GRIMES, a neighbour, with

stealing a pewter teapot, value 3s 3d.
Prosecutrix stated that she last saw
the teapot about 3 o’clock on Monday
afternoon; it was then upon the
mantlepiece. The prisoner, who lived
a few doors off, came in, and about an
hour after she had gone witness
missed it. Catherine BROWN,
furniture broker, Watergate-row,
stated that the prisoner offered the
teapot produced for sale at her shop
about 6 o’clock on Monday evening,
and witness gave her 1s for it.
Prisoner pleaded guilty, and was sent
to gaol for 14 days.

DRUNK - Mary HILL, charged with
creating a disturbance in Brook-street,
at 12 o’clock the previous night, was
fined 5s and costs, or three days’
imprisonment.

PLAYING AT PEGGY - Wm
CATHERALL, Handbridge, was
charged by Mrs Davies with breaking
a pane of glass in her house window,
by knocking a peggy* through it.
Defendant was ordered to pay the
damage.

*Ed: Peggy - A game involving a
small rectangular block with tapered
ends (the peggy) and a stick. The
peggy was placed within a chalked
square and hit down on the pointed
end; then, when it flew up, the player
tried to hit it with the stick. A player
had three attempts to hit the peggy
and any sort of hit meant the end of
the turn. Players competed to hit the
peggy the furthest total distance after
an agreed number of turns.
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From the Desktop

I started out with what I thought was rather a small
number of articles, but it seems to have turned into
something quite worthwhile.  Numerous members
have indicated their focus on NTS, and for this
reason I’ve extracted the NTS pages from the
electronic edition PDFs into a ‘library’.

The changes at the GRO have prompted a good
degree of activity from me and many other
members.  It ain’t perfect, but it does serve as yet
another tool in our armoury. I’d be very surprised

if there were no further developments.

I’ve added a little bit about the 1911 Census Summary Books which are
something I, for one, have somewhat neglected; the facility may well be useful.

The piece on Ultimate Backup ought to provide some food for thought for most
readers, and as Gordon suggests I’ve raised the prospect of Society help in the
matter at committee level.

There is yet another lengthy piece on Family Historian and I’m finding an ever-
increasing number of members are now using it.
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Net That Serf Compendium

I’ve just started extracting the NTS content from each CHESHIRE ANCESTOR,
creating a separate PDF, and then merging each PDF into a complete `set’ for
each year.  At the time of writing I’ve completed 2014, 2015 and 2016.
I’ve carefully bookmarked the relevant sections.  However, there is just one
negative factor, in that the page numbers at the bottom are still those of the
original complete printed ANCESTOR.  I suggest you use the bookmarks to find
things that you are interested in.

The easiest way to navigate to them is to go to the website, log in, navigate to
Computer Group, look for Computer Group Links on the top right-hand side,
and click on Net That Serf. You can also get there by clicking on CHESHIRE
ANCESTOR in the top line of the web page, and you’ll find Net That Serf at the
bottom of the Category list.

These PDF files are downloadable and should be fully searchable.  However,
they are a new assembly of data `codged up’ by extraction, re-amalgamation,
and completely reviewed bookmarks.  If there’s anything wrong, I’d like to
know please. More importantly, are they a help?

Apple Mac
By Victoria Doran, Treasurer

Just a few points from the user of a 15-inch MacBook Pro laptop.
You don't get much from us because we don't have the problems experienced
by Windows users - I know, as I was one until eighteen months ago!

I recently upgraded my operating system to MacOS Sierra.  I did wonder
whether to bother as it did not seem to offer much extra that I would use.
However, I am glad I did as my laptop now runs even faster than before - Apple
have rewritten some parts much more efficiently. The only other benefit I have
found so far is that Grab (the Apple equivalent of Windows Snip) now gives a
choice of formats to save to (default is JPEG), whereas before it very
aggravatingly only saved as TIFF.  It also gives one SIRI, but I haven't found
any great use for verbally asking my laptop questions as yet.

I use the Mac version of Family Tree Maker (FTM).  However, as I keep my trees
on Ancestry, I only use FTM for backup, any report printing, and to clean up
any addresses as Ancestry is not at all good for them.
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GRO – New Birth & Death Indexes
and the Trial of Cheaper `Uncertified’ Certificates

By Geoff Johnson

As noted in the Stop Press of the last CHESHIRE ANCESTOR, in November 2016
the General Register Office (GRO) released completely new online indexes for
births and deaths. The new index has been created from the records digitised
at GRO. Currently that includes births from 1837 to 1916 and deaths from 1837
to 1957, but not marriages, which have not been digitised.

All birth forenames are shown in full - there are no initials.  Most significant, I
feel, is that the mother's maiden name is now shown from 1837 onwards; which
will help us to identify illegitimate births, or births with a common surname.

The other big benefit is that the age at death is now shown from 1837 onward.
This can easily  narrow down search results - but be aware that ages for young
children, written on the certificate in hours, days, weeks or months, often
appear in the index as the same number shown as years.

On the birth index, beware of the mother's maiden name in respect of
unmarried mothers.  Take care, because if no father is declared, the new indexes
insert a dash/hyphen (-) in the mother's maiden name section of the index -
see the results of my search for Apenar Jane Wright below:

The mother’s full name, Elizabeth Wright, is shown on the certificate.
Searching for Apenar in the new index with Wright entered as the mother’s
maiden name gave zero results: I removed that and bingo!  However, if I
reinserted it and change the search options to Phonetically Similar Variations it
did work. Similar Sounding Variations or Exact Matches Only did not.  Work that
one out!

I still don’t know who the father was!  Does anyone have thoughts as to where
a name like Apenar comes from? This is the actual birth certificate:
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To use the indexes, first register as a GRO user, and then log in, on this website:
www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/default.asp

The index has been completely regenerated, and it is not based upon the
original indexes that we’ve see on microfiche, copied from the old St
Catherine’s/Somerset House binders.  The accuracy is, until now, untested,
and there are some reports of transcription errors.  Note that at the foot of the
search page is an option to report any errors that you do find.

However, the significant advantage is that these birth indexes carry the
mothers’ maiden names throughout.  This now gives us the opportunity to
locate specific births that we have been unable to isolate before.  I found the
new indexes particularly useful for finding the short-lived births I’ve identified
in the 1911 census as children born and no longer alive; I found three cases
where the child only lived for a matter of months.

The biggest difficulty is that you can only run each search for up to five years;
you have to specify a year, and there is a search limit of one or two years either
side. This means that if you know there's a birth somewhere within a number
of decades, you may have to go through the whole thing in five-year chunks.

Emailed PDF Trials
In connection with this release, the GRO also commenced Pilot phase 1 - a
three-week trial of supplying ‘certificates’ in PDF format by email for £6 instead
of paying £9.25 for a paper certificate.  The trial was conducted to enable the
GRO to assess the extent to which such a service might be used.  Obviously
that's particularly useful for us family historians, who are not concerned about
the use of the document as evidence, and only require the information printed
on it. I ordered a number of such certificates, very successfully, and what you
get is a straightforward PDF, with all the wording following the form structure
that would normally be printed onto a paper certificate ordered at full price.
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It was noticeable that, as the trial went on, the time taken to get certificates back
to me increased significantly.  There were indications that staff were working
overtime in order to keep up with the high demand.  Their problem comes
down simply to the fact that extracting the information for each certificate is
still a manual process - searching through a microfilm or fiche on their premises
in order to extract and scan the actual record that you have requested.  Here is
an example of what I received:

Notice that whilst they’re very readable, they’re not necessarily squarely
aligned, and can pick up bits of the adjacent records.  It definitely works, and
certainly satisfied my needs.

The GRO have now ended that trial, and it was followed by Pilot phase 2 - a
premium service supplying PDF copies of entries by email within three hours
at a cost of £45! Presumably this service is aimed at heir hunters and the like.

Commencement of the next trial, Pilot phase 3, will be announced on the GRO
website but may be completed by the time you read this. More information can
be found (after logging in to the GRO website) on the About the PDF Pilot page
at www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/PDF_most_customers_want_to_know.asp:

Pilot phase 3 (approx. four week duration)
PDF copies of those civil registration entries that are not held by GRO in a digital
format (i.e. birth records 1935 - 2006, death records 1958 - 2006, marriages 1837 -
2010). A GRO index reference is required with the application and copies will cost £8.

After this final trial no doubt they will then decide what they intend to do.
Meanwhile we’re told that the new indexes will continue to be available; but
note that marriages are still only findable by the existing methods.

It is good to see that the GRO are rethinking their processes.  However, now I
begin to understand more of how their process works, and realise the extent of
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manual effort involved, it is not surprising that it's likely to be a long time
before they can pull it into modern automation practices.

The new index has been created from data assembled by the DoVE (Digitisation
of Vital Events) project that was abandoned some 10 years ago, due to growing
costs and lack of government funding.

Don’t Forget UKBMD and CheshireBMD
In connection with this GRO initiative I've been asked by Ian Hartas to
emphasise the continuing importance of the UKBMD service, in which an
entirely different, and well proven index is based on local Register Office data.
This enables one to search in an entirely different way; find it at
www.ukbmd.org.uk. Speaking about the new GRO indexes, Ian told me, “It's
great to see these records coming online via the GRO - especially as they now have the
mother's maiden name - but they are based on a very new transcription of the GRO's
copy, so they are highly likely to introduce new transcription errors, and also will not
have the records that never made it to the GRO from the original local Registrar’s
records. Hence, the Local BMD Project websites such as Cheshire BMD will always be
recommended and of great use”.

Some members may recall that some local registrars vetoed the inclusion of
maiden names in the data that was extracted to construct UKBMD.  A particular
example was close to home, and Ian tells me, “I have contacted the Cheshire East
registrar to request that the transcriptions that we have with mother's maiden name
blanked out can now show this information”.

In respect of finding the full range of GRO indexes don’t forget good old
FreeBMD (www.freebmd.org.uk); and also that ancestry.co.uk offers free access to
their copy of the FreeBMD data.

1911 Census Data and Summary Books
By Geoff Johnson

In a recent See What’s New circular, Ancestry indicated that they had ‘updated’
the 1911 England Census.  I couldn’t establish what might be ‘updated’ - I’d
thought all 1911 was done-and-dusted.  I concluded that maybe they’d fixed a
stack of transcription corrections!

However, in checking the Ancestry site for 1911 I noticed, for the first time, that
there are Summary Books, which can be searched by street address alone:
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/search/db.aspx?dbid=1708. They describe the type of
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property.  In the cases I checked, one was private house, and another was over
stables.  I felt that this could possibly be helpful.  Maybe they were there all the
time!

I habitually tend to search census initially on FMP, and hadn’t recalled seeing
such ‘Summary Books’.  But I looked and found that they are there on FMP
too: you can get to them by either carrying out an address search for the street
in which you are interested, or from the census page of your ancestor itself.
Down in the bottom right-hand corner of the census image page you will see a
small notation Related Images.  If you click on that you’re given a list.  At the
top the Cover link takes you to the top of page for the piece.  The Address link
is the cover page for your ancestor’s census page.  This can sometimes be useful
to check the actual address.  Finally, at the bottom of the list is the heading
Enumerator's summary book imageswith five more links, as shown below:

List - the relevant Summary Book page.
Cover - the overall book’s cover.
Details - the enumerator’s summary-front page.
Description - the enumerator’s ‘walk’, describing the area to be enumerated.
Totals - totals of the people, houses et cetera in the enumeration district.

This further string to our bow has apparently been there all the time! 

The Ultimate Backup
By Gordon Tuff

In the Computer Club, we spend quite a lot of our thinking about how to
preserve our family history records against a computer crash.  But what will
happen when we ourselves grind to a halt? Perhaps you have an enthusiastic
son or daughter or grandchild, who eagerly follows your genealogical research,
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who knows exactly where you have got to, and who is ready to leap into your
shoes and continue with your searches.  No?  Well, nor have I.

I suspect that they probably think it's good for me to have a hobby and ward
off dementia by keeping my brain active!  But, when the time comes, I can well
imagine all the paper going into the dustbin - sorry, recycle bin - and the final
delete button pressed on my computer.

As a member of the Guild of One-Name Studies, I would hate to think that the
fruits of my labours might be lost forever, so I have made arrangements to
avoid that happening.  I think that these steps are just as relevant for all family
historians, who think there might be a gap between the point when they no
longer study their family history and the time when, hopefully, somebody else
takes up the baton.

The first thing to think about is the format in which you hope to pass on your
work.  If you commit everything to an established genealogical software
package such as Family Historian, it will surely remain accessible for a few
decades? Although, just think of the problems you would face today if you
discovered an intriguing package left in a dusty drawer by some deceased
ancestor, and opened it to find a reel of 5-hole punched tape, perhaps with the
holes on the leader punched out in alpha characters (remember that, some of
you?) labelling the tape as, for example, GORDON TUFF FAMILY HISTORY
PAF V1.  The Guild of One-Name Studies recommends storing one’s records
as plain text (TXT), RTF, or PDF files; JPG files are seen as reasonably future-
proof as well.

My next point is that you will give your records a better chance of long-term
survival if you can deposit them in a suitable archive or library.  The Guild has
set this up some time ago, and some Family History Societies are happy to take
on this role; I'm not sure what FHSC policy is on this - no doubt our Editor will
comment! (Ed: after Gordon raised the question, the FHSC is considering whether it
has the capability - and space - to store members’ records. An alternative repository for
members’ documents, certificates, wills, family trees, etc is the Society of Genealogists.)
On a more cheerful note, you may continue to explore your roots and make
further discoveries after you have deposited a set of records ‘for posterity’.
Clearly, you would like this newer material to be kept with your previous
deposit.  In this case, you need to agree with the recipient what process is to be
followed for this to happen reliably.

All this could yet be in vain, if nobody else knows that you have done it.  One
solution is to write a note explaining where your records are stored, and how
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they may be accessed: file it with your will; some people take a more formal
approach and create a legal codicil. This should explain what you wish to
happen to your records, including to whom the latest version should be sent.

Assuming somebody picks up your research in the future, consider what they
might need to know. They would probably like to know when you did your
research, which branches of the family your research covered and which areas
remain yet to be researched.  Obviously, it would be vital for them to know
what the sources of your information were.

One final thought: it would be good to get on and arrange your legacy now.
Don't wait until you have ‘finished’ your research, because for most of us, the
quest is never quite finished. Of course, we all aspire to trace our ancestors back
to a satisfying origin (Adam and Eve?), but surely if someone else picks up
where we leave off and continues into the future, that would be even more
satisfying?

Family History Programs

Family Tree Maker: Program Update
There is now an official update for Family Tree Maker from its new owners
mackiev.com.  I picked up the information from the useful Australian Gould
Genealogy at www.gouldgenealogy.com/2017/01/new-family-tree-maker-free-update.

As I understand it, the process should enable registered users of the FTM 2014
and Mac 3 versions to upgrade with the latest updates, and presumably have
support from the new owners.  At first I had a bit of difficulty establishing
where or how to upgrade, but then went directly to the mackiev.com site, clicked
on Support in the very top line of their homepage, and then on to the Family
Tree Maker icon. That led me to their article about the update, at
https://support.mackiev.com/380862-Free-updates-for-FTM-2014-and-Mac-3-users.
Note that they recommend taking a backup of your data first!

Family Book Creator – for FTM
I found this facility via a From the Inbox item, but thought it fitted better here.
Family Book Creator is a plugin for users of Family Tree Maker 2012 onwards. The
website says: The goal of the Family Book Creator plugin for Family Tree Maker is to
create a book document which allows you to publish a family book from data stored
inside your Family Tree Maker database more or less on the fly in just a few steps.
A limited free trial is available; the full license for private users costs $54.95.
More information at www.familybookcreator.com/en/menu-features-en



CHESHIRE ANCESTOR March 201758

Family Historian
Interesting discussions have taken place at Computer Club recently. The
following email from member Gordon Tuff started the ball rolling:

Hi Geoff, I think I have mentioned previously that all my family history is held
on spreadsheets. After several decades, I have finally become convinced that if
anybody else wanted to pick up my tree after I have moved on, a lot of people
would expect to be presented with a GEDCOM.  When I raised this at one of
our meetings, I think everybody said I needed to get hold of a family history
software package and copy data from my spreadsheets into the package and
get it to produce a GEDCOM file.  I have avoided doing this because it sounded
like too much work! However, I have now decided that I ought to at least try
the process to find out how time consuming the task really would be in practice
- perhaps working through 2 or 3 generations to begin with, and then deciding
whether it would be ‘do-able’ or not. 

Given that I only want a family history package to use as a one-off tool to
produce a GEDCOM, which package would you recommend?  My guess is that
PAF would be okay for my limited purposes, but I can't download it from
FamilySearch anymore.  (Should have done it 3 years ago!!!!)
As always, your advice would be very welcome.

I responded to Gordon in a lengthy phone call, suggesting that apart from PAF
the only program I was aware of that DIRECTLY manages its data in a
GEDCOM file is Family Historian.  I believe that all or most of the others will
export data to a GEDCOM, but it’s not their central repository. Some programs
produce non-standard GEDCOM files with additional event or source types,
and others do not recognise all the GEDCOM features, ignoring some records
when importing the GEDCOM file. For more information on GEDCOM files,
see the Wikipedia page https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/GEDCOM

I suggested that Gordon should download a 30-day free trial of Family Historian
(or indeed many other programs) and ‘have a dabble’. Soon afterwards I
received an email from a supplier offering the boxed-set option for Family
Historianwith a three-month free trial of The Genealogist included. I forwarded
this to Gordon.

He said: Thanks for that - I see I would also get a free subscription to The
Genealogist thrown in, so that sounds good.  I've had a look at the online Tour
and it all sounds very well engineered (speaking as an engineer).  I think that
will be the road I will go down.
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I realise that I shall need to do an awful lot of copy-and-pasting, but you are
right that having done that, there will probably be more benefit in addition to
just creating a GEDCOM file.  (Which was where I was originally heading with
PAF). Many thanks - it so often helps to talk ideas through with someone else.

Soon afterwards Gordon came back with: Hi Geoff, my wife has given me a
birthday present.....Family Historian 6 (following some strong hints from me !)
I must say that I am finding it a very ‘well-engineered’ piece of software - as
you said I would.  Extremely easy to get into and intuitive to use.  I have just
created the first bit of my tree (my parents, me and my wife, our children and
grandchildren - BMD dates and places plus citations) in just under 1 hour -
mainly copy and paste from my spreadsheets.  So, that's one down; forty-three
other family groups to go.

I think the well-structured Family Historian package will in fact save me time
in the long run, plus helping to check out the consistency of my existing data:
so thank you very much for pushing me in the right direction. I'm making the
citations as cross references to the data in my spreadsheets (which are lodged
with the Guild of One-Name Studies) - which seems to me a good way to integrate
the two systems.

Soon afterwards I circulated this same offer to Computer Club members,
observing Gordon’s interest (I normally do this for anything worth
considering). Computer Club Member David Sewell, from Ellesmere Port,
promptly responded saying “Cheers Geoff, I must admit that this is the
software I use - one of its plusses is its adaptability - and it sounds like someone
else has started to appreciate its usability!”

A few weeks later Gordon had obviously been a busy boy; he came to me with:
Hi Geoff, I have now used the Family Historian 6 package to enter eight
generations of my direct male ancestors, together with their spouses, dates and
places of birth, marriage and death: all back to 1672, having sorted out my
double-marriages etc.  Thanks.
My next step is going to be to work my way back down the tree, double
checking my sources and citations - then start the real work of adding-in all the
known relatives. But before I embark on that, I thought I would have a quick
peek at the GEDCOM so far.  I know that what I should do now is to really get
down to reading up all about Family Historian 6 in the help guides.  But I am
desperate to find the GEDCOM.

I am expecting to find a sequential string of individual names, qualified by
some sequential numbers which indicate how each record relates to the others,



CHESHIRE ANCESTOR March 201760

but so far, all I can find is statements that Family Historian is already written as
a GEDCOM, but what use would that be to anybody who does not have FH6?
You may feel that I am being lazy in not sorting this out for myself, but, as it's
Christmas, can you just tell me what aGEDCOM looks like?  And how I should
find it in the FH6 package?

In another phone call I explained to Gordon how to navigate to where the
central GEDCOM file is held within his FH Project Folder.  All such files are
named with whatever you’ve titled your research, but they all end in dot GED
e.g. Gordon.ged.  Gordon then seemed to want to look at the ‘internals’ of the
file.  He wanted to see what he described as the sequential string of individual
names in his email.

So, I played along, suggesting he should right-click on the file, select Open With
and then Notepad.  Once the file was open, I asked if he really understood what
he saw - and then pointed out that there’s an ideal piece of software to translate
the gobbledegook - it’s called FAMILY HISTORIAN.  QED - the GEDCOM file
holds the whole thing together!  If you double-click that xxxx.ged file it opens
up in Family Historian.

Comments on Previous Issues

A Warning about My Heritage
Jean Wearne of Alderley Edge tried out My Heritagewith a year’s subscription,
but after finding a few things decided that there was nothing more there of
interest.  Unfortunately, she fell into the Direct Debit trap:

Dear Geoff, I’ve just been re-reading my September ANCESTOR, and was
reminded of the article about this family history program. 



CHESHIRE ANCESTOR March 201761

Warning.  I took out an annual subscription without realising I was then on
Direct Debit.  Next I knew they emailed me to say that my next year's
subscription had been paid, and it was then too late for me to decide against
renewing.  I have now managed to cancel the direct debit so that the same thing
does not happen at the end of my current subscription year.

From the Inbox

Genealogy Program Reviews
I know that some of you like to experiment with programs that may (or may
not) become interesting.  There’s hours of fun for those of you who like playing
with new family history programs and innovations on this website:
www.gensoftreviews.com/?paged=4 

Evidentiawas one that I found, at https://evidentiasoftware.com/get-the-software
From the home page of the website:  Evidentia makes it easy to collect information,
analyze evidence, highlight missed connections and feel confident with your
conclusions.  Evidentia does not replace your current genealogy software, but instead
is meant to supplement and complement your research. If anyone tries this program
and has anything to report, I’d be pleased to hear of it.

Three Tips for Using Google for Genealogy
Have you ever wondered about how to restrict search patterns in Google? This
FamilySearch item at https://familysearch.org/blog/en/3-tips-google-genealogy/  seems
particularly useful. The demonstration page even uses my name! I recommend
that you add this link to your favourites/bookmarks because you’ll never
remember how to do it at a critical time.

Search Engine Alternatives
Following the above I know that some people are a bit anti- Google.  If you’re
one of them you might care to look at these alternatives:
https://blog.ashampoo.com/en/2016-11-29/4-great-google-alternatives
Or, why not try the search at www.everyclick.com/fhsc-macclesfield? Every ten
searches completed raises 5p for the Macclesfield Group of the FHSC.

Irish Catholic Registers
Tarporley Group Leader Jan Craig writes about Irish data and FindMyPast:
I’ve had another great success on FindMyPast - this time a marriage I’ve been
seeking for about 35 years.  3 x great-grandparents Michael Hanley and Hannah
Latham got married in a R.C. church in Dublin in 1797.  By 1800 they were in
Parkgate on the Wirral, getting their children baptised in a C. of E. church.
FindMyPast has definitely been more useful to me than Ancestry or The
Genealogist.
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Closing Snippet - a 107-Year-Old in 1939
Computer Club Secretary Peter Rowley found this lady in the 1939 register on
FindMyPast: Mary Davey, born on 3rd June 1832!  I can’t reproduce the register
page without a deal of copyright clearance, but she’s easy to find.

Peter went looking for the oldest person in the
register.  He just searched using the year of birth, and
worked backwards from 1837 until he got zero
results.  He found quite a few who turned out to be
transcription errors and reported these.

More Member Input Required
I need more stuff!  There’s too much of ‘me’ in here.
Let’s have your experiences with anything please;
good or bad.  – GJ

Ed.: While we are on the subject of Windows...

Window Tax Records

This tax was introduced in 1696 and consisted of two parts.  The first part
was a flat rate of 2 shillings for each property plus a variable tax based on
each window above the first ten in a house.  Properties with between ten and
twenty windows paid a total of 4 shillings, and those above twenty windows
paid 8 shillings.

As early as 1718 it was noted that there was a decline in revenue raised by
the tax due to windows being blocked up. It was also observed that new
houses were being built with fewer windows. The number of windows above
which tax was due was reduced to seven from 1766.

The term “daylight robbery” is believed to have resulted from the
introduction of the window tax.

The act was repealed in 1851.  Some records have survived and can be found
in local archives.

The Window Tax Rolls for Scotland (with some gaps) between 1748 (when
it was introduced in Scotland) and 1798 are available to view free of charge
at the ScotlandsPlaces website www.scotlandsplaces.gov.uk
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Group Events and Activities

For changes and up-to-date news check the website www.fhsc.org.uk

Alsager Group
by John Higgins

Future meetings:
10th Apr Medieval Salt-making in Cheshire - Tony Bostock

The early methods and rules in the three towns of Northwich,
Middlewich and Nantwich.

15th May The Art of Criminal Conversation - Claire Moores
Tales of divorce and where to find them – all with plenty of
interesting examples, many from Cheshire.

19th Jun Crewe Hall – Graham Dodd
The story of the hall from 1066 through the construction of the
Jacobean hall and rebuilding after the 1866 fire.

The Alsager Group meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of the month (except
August and December) at Wesley Place Methodist Church Hall, Lawton Road,
Alsager, ST7 2AF. Meetings commence at 7.30pm. Admission is £1 for members
and £2 for non-members. Refreshments are served after the talk, when there is
an opportunity to discuss family history with other members. There is a large
car park (free) opposite the church. Visitors are most welcome. 

Bebington Group
by Bob Wright

Future Meetings:
27th Mar. Parkgate, Port and Resort – Anthony Annakin-Smith
24th Apr Curiosity Corner – Jane Corner
22nd May Humorous Moments of a Probation Officer – Ray O’Brien
26th Jun Bromborough Then and Now – Judith Beastall

Meetings take place at 7.30pm on the 4th Monday of the month at Bebington
Civic Centre, Civic Way, CH63 7PN.

We hold a helpdesk at Bebington Library from 10am to 12pm on the 1st and
3rd Thursdays of the month, where we can give individual assistance to our
members and the general public.
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Birkenhead Group

The Birkenhead group is no longer active; members registered with this group
should please register with an alternative group (the nearest groups are
Bebington, Wallasey and West Wirral.) We apologise for any inconvenience.

Bramhall Group
by Susan Bickley

Future meetings:
9th Mar Born John Glave But Created Modern Day Lyme - Bryan Goodwin

How the son of a vicar’s parlourmaid became an international
adventurer, business entrepreneur and creator of modern-day
Lyme Park.

13th Apr Easter Folk - Brian Hallworth
The origins, customs and traditions of Easter from pre-Christian
times to today

11th May Getting Organised in Family History Computing - Geoff Johnson
8th Jun Researching the Adsheads of Stalybridge - Gordon Adshead

How a one-name study can really help.

Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the second Thursday of each month in the
United Reformed Church Hall, Bramhall, SK7 2PE (corner of Robins Lane and
Bramhall Lane South). Admission charge £2.00. All visitors are most welcome.

Chester Group
by Helen Elliott

PLEASE NOTE: Due to various problems we have been experiencing at our
previous venue, we have relocated to new accommodation from the beginning
of 2017 and reverted to meeting on the last Thursday of the month. Our new
venue is All Saints Church Hall, 2 Vicarage Road, Hoole, Chester CH2 3HZ.
The church is on the left-hand side of Hoole Road coming into Chester from
the M56 and A41. The entrance to the church hall and car parking area is behind
the church and access is immediately on the left off Vicarage Road.

Future meetings:
30th Mar Breach of Promise to Marry - Denise Bates
27th Apr Educating poor girls in 19th century Liverpool and Birkenhead

- Judith Taylor
25th May The History of Nursing - Anne Naylor
29th Jun Getting Organised in Family history computing - Geoff Johnson
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Meetings are held at 7.30pm on the last THURSDAY of the month at All Saints
Church Hall, 2 Vicarage Road, Hoole, Chester CH2 3HZ. There is ample
parking and a small admission charge. All members and visitors welcome.

Chester Group host a helpdesk on a Tuesday and Friday at Chester History
and Heritage Centre, St Michael's Church, Bridge Street, Chester from 10am to
12noon and 1pm to 4pm.
We also have a helpdesk at Chester Library from 10am to 12noon on Tuesdays.

Computer Group – The Society’s Computer Club
by Geoff Johnson

Meetings are open to all society members and take place at 7.30pm on the 2nd
Wednesday of the month at Hartford Methodist Church Hall, Beach Road,
Hartford, Northwich, CW8 3AD.  There is no charge - even the tea and biscuits
are free!

These informal meetings are there to help YOU. Please bring along any
problems that you’re having difficulty resolving. We don’t guarantee
immediate results but we’ll have a good try and at the very least we’ll provide
an advisory discussion.

Congleton Group
by David Smetham

Future meetings:
21st Mar 1914 – 1918 Years to Remember – Lyndon Murgatroyd
18th Apr 1939 – 1945 Traumatic Years to Remember - Lyndon Murgatroyd
17th May Maps and Mapmakers – Jonathan Pepler

Meetings take place at 7.30pm on the 3rd Tuesday of each month in Congleton
Library. There is ample parking and access to the Library is by the lower
entrance. Non-members are welcome. 

Crewe Group
by Margaret Spate

Future meetings:
14th Mar To the Ends of the Earth – Dr Diane Drummond

Tracing railway families abroad 1900-1980
11th Apr Authors of Crewe – Dorothy Flude.

Local authors and those who have used Crewe and District in their
writings.
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9th May The new FHSC website - Alan Bennett, FHSC webmaster.
13th Jun Love, Lust and Lost - Joy Bratherton

The story of a Victorian family living in genteel poverty; their lives
are transformed by a wealthy benefactor who had seriously
alternative motives.

Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month in studio 3, at Lifestyle
Centre, Moss Square, Crewe, CW12BB. Please check the Crewe pages on the
FHSC website for further information on meetings.

Crewe Family History Unit
We are open 10am – 4pm Monday and Tuesday at the Municipal Building
(second floor), Earle Street, Crewe, CW1 2BJ. Please sign in at main reception
first and then take the lift or stairs to the second floor.

Macclesfield Group
by Jean Laidlaw

Future Meetings:
28th Mar The 7th Battalion of the Cheshire Regiment - David Hill

The part the 7th Battalion (many of whom were recruited in
Macclesfield) played in WWI.

25th Apr Macclesfield’s Jews and World War Two: Life, Art and Enterprise
- Basil Jeuda

23rd May A demonstration of TWILE by Kelly Marsden, one of its founders
at 2pm N.B. This meeting starts at 2pm and BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL

With Twile you can create a visual timeline of your family history,
made up of events and photos, which all the family can explore
and add to. See https://twile.com

27th Jun Catherine Booth: ‘The Mother of the Salvation Army’
- Danny Wells

Catherine Booth was the co-founder of The Salvation Army, along
with her husband William Booth.

Unless otherwise stated, meetings are held on the 4th Tuesday of the month at
The Salvation Army Hall, Roe Street, Macclesfield, SK11 6UT.  Doors open at
7.15pm and meetings start at 7.30pm.  Entry is through the new main door
facing the Churchill Way car park, and we meet in the ground floor room.
Admission is £2 including refreshments and a ticket for the FHSC members -
only draw for a small gift. Visitors welcome.

For the latest news, please see our pages on the FHSC website www.fhsc.org.uk.
A monthly update and reminder about meetings is emailed to subscribers to
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our email list. If you would like to be added to our list, please send a request
to macclesfield@fhsc.org.uk.

Macclesfield Reflects WWI project
Macclesfield Reflects project members are researching the history of the
Macclesfield area during the early 1900s to discover the stories of those who
lived or died during the Great War - not just the servicemen - and ensure they
are not forgotten. If you have any information about anyone who lived in the
area during WWI or would like to help with research, transcribing old
newspaper articles or on the helpdesks, please contact Rosie Rowley on
macclesfieldreflects@gmail.com.
More information can be found on the website at www.macclesfieldreflects.org.uk.

Middlesex Group
by David Smetham (FHSC Chairman)

Is there a member in the London area who would like to take over the running
of this group? Support will be provided - the key activities will be to arrange a
venue and meeting topics.

If any member would like to attend a meeting in London please contact me -
chairman@fhsc.org.uk.

Nantwich Group
by Dave Higham

Future meetings:
21st Mar Divorce Records - Claire Martin
18th Apr An 'Ordinary' Woman who was greatly loved - Sylvia Baguette
16th May Poison: A woman's weapon! - Angela Brabin
20th June Medical Services in the Great War - Helen Carter

Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at the Nantwich Methodist
Church Centre, Hospital Street, Nantwich, CW5 5RP. Doors open at 7.15pm
for a 7.30pm start.
Admission is £2 for members and £3 for non-members, including refreshments.
There is ample parking nearby. Visitors are very welcome.

Family History workshops are held 2pm - 4pm on the last Monday of the
month except July and August at Nantwich Library (upstairs).
Please come along if you have a query or need help with your family history.
All are welcome.



CHESHIRE ANCESTOR March 201768

Northwich Group
by Dave Thomas

Future meetings:
13th Mar How We Used To Live: The 1950s - Barry Humphreys
10th Apr Workhouses - Friend or Foe - Matthew Garrett
8th May History of Middlewich and its Salt Production Trade

- Kerry Fletcher
12th Jun Topic to be confirmed - Tom Hughes

Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of the month at Hartford Methodist
Church Hall, Beach Road, Hartford, Northwich CW8 3AB. Doors open at 7pm
for a 7.30pm start. Admission is £1, and non-members are most welcome. Car
park available.

Runcorn Group
by Peter Johnson

Future meetings:
1st Mar The Trial of Dr Tomanzie - Angela Brabin
5th Apr The Liverpool Territorials in WWI – Paul Knight
3rd May Turning Genealogy into Family History – Sharon Hartas
7th Jun Divorce Records – Claire Moores

Meetings are at 7.30 pm on the 1st Wednesday of the month (except January)
at Churchill Hall, Cooper Street, Runcorn, WA7 1DH. All will be made very
welcome. For details of our helpdesks contact Maurice Littlemore on 01928 572303.

Sale Group
by David Johnson

A new group at Sale was inaugurated in January 2017. Attendance at the first
meeting was very good and several new members joined the society.

Future meetings:
8th Mar The Manchester Man - Anne Beswick
12th Apr Family History Brains Trust

A panel will try to answer family history questions from the floor
10th May To be announced
14th Jun To be announced

Meetings are at 7.30pm on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at Trinity
Methodist Church Hall, Trinity Road, Sale M33 3ED. Visitors are very welcome.
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Tameside Group
by Gay Oliver

Future Meetings:
8th Mar Getting Organised in Family History Computing – Geoff Johnson
12th Apr Women and Children in the Mines – Denise Bates
10th May Holy or Unholy Matrimony – Rita Greenwood
14th Jun Irish Family History or Dating Old Photographs – Gay Oliver

Please visit the FHSC website for up-to-date information.
Meetings are held in the Old Chapel Schoolrooms, Dukinfield - doors open at
7.00pm.  There is disabled access and both members and non-members are
welcome. Entrance fees are £2 for members and £2.50 for non members.

Why not come along to one of our helpdesk sessions in Tameside Local Studies
and Archives Centre on the first and third Tuesdays each month between
2.00pm and 4.00pm, where our team of experts can help you to break down
those brick walls or to get started from scratch.

Tarporley Group
By Jan Craig

Future meetings:
1st Mar To be arranged
5th Apr To be arranged
3rd May To be arranged
7th Jun To be arranged

Meetings are held at 7.30pm on the 1st Wednesday of the month at Little
Budworth Village Hall, Booth Avenue, Little Budworth, CW6 9BU.
Non-group members and visitors are very welcome to attend.

Wallasey Group
by Dave Beck

Future meetings:
21st Mar Ferries, Funfairs, Turrets and Towers: The Remarkable Story of

New Brighton - Ken Pye
The illustrated history of Merseyside’s own seaside resort, from its
Victorian founding to its modern renaissance; with stops via
Mother Redcap, underground munitions factories, and of course
The Tower, along the way!
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18th Apr Birkenhead Cenotaph - Judith Beastall and Peter Threlfall 
Peter has been researching the men on the cenotaph for quite a few
years, and Judith is now helping him. They will look at some of
the men named on there, and also include details of how to
research military ancestors.

16th May Members’ Evening
Members share their own research, which is of particular interest
to others when it involves something more unusual like using tithe
maps or finding out about British Home Children.

20th Jun How We Used To Live: The 1950s - Barry Humphreys
Do you remember? The rationing that had begun in the war finally
came to an end. Television arrived, walking, buses, trams and
bikes were how we got about, there was a shop on every corner,
you could be a “teenager” for the first time… We were all very
modern and had never had it so good!!
Barry has also scripted and narrated two documentaries about
New Brighton Baths and Lighthouse.

Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the 3rd Tuesday of the month except December
at Claremount Methodist Church, Claremount Road, Wallasey CH45 6UE.
Access via car park in Taunton Road. Visitors are always welcome.
We hold a helpdesk on the 2nd and 4th Friday of each month, from 10am to
1pm ,at the Wallasey Central Reference Library, Earlston Road, Wallasey CH45
5DX. At these helpdesks we are able to give individual help with family history
research. All members and non-members are welcome.

West Wirral Group
by David Callaghan

Future Meetings:
8th Mar Disasters in Court! - Angela Brabin

Angela will entertain us with a selection of anecdotes from her
former life as a solicitor.

12th Apr Heir hunting - an insider's view! - Alison Williams
An illustrated talk. Alison was a researcher and case manager for
over six years with a major probate genealogy company.

10th May Newspapers and where they can lead – Hilary Watmough
We all inherit newspaper cuttings relating to weddings, funerals,
etc. In this talk Hilary explains how to interpret these cuttings and
how to extract information from them so that we can relate them
to family members and extend our research into their background.
NB. This is not a talk about how to locate newspapers for use in
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family research. The talk is about how to use newspapers to
understand how our families lived, worked and played.

14th Jun What Was On The Telly? – Barry Humphreys
An illustrated talk in the form of a follow-on for those who enjoyed
the 1950s talk - a look at those golden early years of television.
What can you remember?

The group meets on the 2nd Wednesday of each month (excluding January,
August and December) at Westbourne Community Centre, Westbourne Road,
West Kirby, CH48 4DQ commencing at 2pm (helpdesk from 1.30pm).
Admission at the door is £1.50 for members and £2.00 for visitors.

Research advice with our helpdesk is available at the following libraries:
Heswall 1st  Monday of the month 10:00am  to 1:00pm
West Kirby 2nd Monday of the month 10:00am  to 1:00pm
Upton 2nd Tuesday of the month   9:30am  to 12:30pm

Cheshire History Journal
Volume 56 of  Cheshire History, the journal of  the Cheshire Local History
Association, is now on sale, and contains a number of  articles which may be of
interest to the county’s family historians.

Chief  among these is Select Documents for Local and Family Historians in the Cheshire
Quarter Sessions files for 1571 to 1603, by Paul Booth. This item contains the names
of  those who came to the attention of  the court, for judicial or administrative
reasons, along with the townships where they lived, and is thus an invaluable
source for the existence of  people who might otherwise have escaped the
historical record. Volume 56 actually deals with the Quarter Sessions files for
1590-96, earlier years being covered in the two previous volumes. The period
from 1596 to 1603 will feature in the next volume, to be published in October
2017.

Apart from this, the journal has articles on a ‘lost’ castle at Poulton, Cheshire’s
connections with Brasenose College Oxford, the experiences of  different
religious groups in post-Reformation Malpas, the early history of  Dee House
Chester, the Derby House estate on Wirral, the diaries of  George Williamson,
nineteenth-century carter and publican (by FHSC member Chester Guttridge), and
the politics of  poor relief  in west Cheshire under the New Poor Law of  1834.

The journal is available from Cheshire Local History Association, c/o Cheshire
Archives and Local Studies, Duke St, Chester, CH1 1RL. Send a cheque payable
to Cheshire Local History Association for £9.50 plus £2 P&P. See the website:

www.cheshirehistory.org.uk/cheshire-history-journal.html
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Please check the label on the mailing envelope. This
shows your membership number and subscription
renewal date. All subscriptions need to be aligned
to 1st July—please ensure your subscription
amount (see last page of journal) & renewal are
correct. The additional numbers are “sort
numbers” used by our mailing agency. If you
change your postal or email address, please advise
Maurice Stokes.

If you do not wish your address to be stored
on the Society’s computer database of
members’ interests, then please inform the
membership renewals officer (see inside front
cover).
The "M" Team
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BANK STANDING ORDERS
Do you pay your membership fees by standing order?

If so, PLEASE check your bank statement and ensure you are making one
payment only, for the correct amount (fees listed inside back cover).

We have found that some banks are not updating their standing order
instructions correctly, so the wrong amount is being paid.
In some cases the bank is not cancelling the old instruction, so you may
even be paying twice!

This results in a lot of extra work for our membership team, contacting
members who have underpaid to ask for another payment, or refunding
overpayments. We are unable to tell your bank to correct the errors - your
bank will only accept instructions from you. Please help us to help you.
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9280 UN Mrs Carol AVERY Cheshire

9281 NO Mr Alan MADDOCK Hampshire

9282 UN Dr J.P. CRITCHLEY Surrey

9283 WA Dr Jim HAROLD Glasgow

9284 CH Mr F. Roger KENNY Cheshire

9285 MC Mr Brian SAYER Canada

9286 UN Mr Richard IFFT USA

9287 CR Mrs Christine SHAW & Family Cheshire

9288 UN Mrs Josephine DERBYSHIRE Cheshire

9289 CR Mr George W. & Mrs Linda PRAGNALL Cheshire

9290 UN Mr Stuart & Mrs Elizabeth SMITH Cheshire

9291 UN Mr Paul EGERTON & Family Hampshire

9293 UN Mr Anthony MALONE Hampshire

9294 BR Margaret J. ADDERLEY Cheshire

9295 NO Mr Geoffrey Keith DUTTON & Family Cheshire

New Members

We welcome the following new members to our society and wish them success
in their research:

5123 UN Mrs V LAWSON Lancashire
3270 BR Mr P W GERRARD Cheshire

Recently Deceased Members
We announce, with regret, the deaths of the following members.
Our condolences to their families.
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Both locations offer free access to FindMyPast, The Genealogist and Ancestry
websites, and hold a large collection of microfilms, microfiche, books and
documents. Manned by experienced volunteers, visitors can obtain help and
advice on family and local history research. Do you have your own microfiche
but no reader? Bring them to us and view them using our fiche readers!

CREWE FAMILY HISTORY UNIT

2nd Floor, Municipal Building,
Earle Street, Crewe, CW1 2BJ
Tel 01270 685699

The Municipal Building is situated near
the market and opposite Memorial
Square and the old library (where  the
FHU was previously housed). Crewe

Register Office is in the same building.
All visitors must sign in and out at reception. You will be directed to the second
floor; a lift is available.

FREE access to FindMyPast, Ancestry and The Genealogist
Local parish registers on film - extensive library of books

Crewe and District and South East Cheshire local history archives
See the Crewe FHU Library Holdings lists on the FHSC website

Opening Hours: 10am-4pm Monday and Tuesday
one Saturday morning monthly (dates on FHSC website)

Please refer to the FHSC website www.fhsc.org.uk for holiday closure dates.

Non-members visiting for
the first time will be offered
(for a small donation) time
with a volunteer to explain
the facilities available and
advice on family history
research. Membership of
the Society is encouraged
for further visits.

The Society’s Family History 
Research Centres
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MOBBERLEY FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH CENTRE

Rajar Building, Town Lane,
Mobberley, WA16 7ER
Tel: 01565 872210

The Rajar Building is situated on the corner
of Town Lane (A5085) and Ilford Way. The
entrance is at the front of the building on
Town Lane, and the Research Centre is on
the first floor (access by stairs - no lift). 

FREE help and advice from our experienced duty volunteers

FREE access to FindMyPast, Ancestry and The Genealogist

Local parish registers on film (some of which are not available online)
Extensive library of books on all topics, covering many areas of the UK

Searchable digital archive of family history magazine back-issues and data
See the Mobberley Library Holdings lists on the FHSC website

Nominal charge for printing and photocopying
Large tree printing, fiche/film and A2 scanning available – please enquire.

Opening hours: Monday-Friday 10am-4pm; closed on bank holidays.
Please refer to the FHSC website www.fhsc.org.uk for holiday closure dates.

Bus stop (Bucklow Ave) just a few yards away for the half-hourly D&G Bus
number 88 service between Knutsford and Altrincham via Wilmslow Railway
Station and Bank Square; journey time from Knutsford 10 mins, and from
Wilmslow 22 mins.
Timetables at www.dgbus.co.uk/bus-times-in-cheshire.html

On-street parking available nearby.
Admission charges apply. 
Non-members welcome but preferably
should phone in advance. Non-member
entry fee £5, refundable on joining the Society
on day of visit.

FREE hot drinks. Sandwiches and snacks
may be purchased nearby.
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES
UK INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP with a printed CHESHIRE ANCESTOR - £18.00
UK INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP with an electronic CHESHIRE ANCESTOR -  £13.00 
UK FAMILY GROUP MEMBERSHIP (all at the same address)

Above rates plus £2.00 per family
OVERSEAS MEMBERSHIP with an electronic CHESHIRE ANCESTOR -     £13.00
Special arrangements will be made for overseas members who want a printed copy.
The Society year commences on 1st July.
Membership commences on the day of receipt of an application.

• New members joining between 1st July and the following 31st March
inclusive will receive all the four journals of that financial year;
renewal date is 1st July following joining date.
• New members joining between 1st April and 30th June will receive
a complimentary journal and their membership will extend until
30th June of the following year.

.

Cheques, etc., should be made payable to “FHS of Cheshire”.
Please ensure your renewal date is set to 1st July.

New member applications should be sent to Membership Enrolments:
Mrs Sue McNulty, 59 Cedarway, Bollington, Macclesfield SK10 5NR

Renewals, or changes of address, should be sent to Membership Renewals:
Maurice Stokes, 19 North Drive, High Legh, Knutsford WA16 6LX

ADVERTISING RATES
Advertisements are accepted for publication at the following rates:

10% discount when same copy is run in four consecutive issues
Full page:            £47
Half-page:           £25
Quarter-page:     £14

.Please send cheque payable to “FHS of Cheshire” to Hon. Treasurer
enclosing a stamped,self-addressed envelope if receipt is required.

Advertising copy to be emailed or sent by post to the Editor.
(addresses inside front cover)

Note: copy date for adverts is two months prior to publication date
i.e. 1st. January for the March issue and so on.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Maps: OS data © Crown copyright and database rights 2016.
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Macclesfield  SK11 8LW
macclesfield@fhsc.org.uk

MIDDLESEX GROUP
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David Higham
1 Heywoods Ridge
Audlem
CW3 0EF
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NORTHWICH GROUP
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Tel:01606 624215
northwich@fhsc.org.uk

GROUP CONTACTS
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GROUP FOCUS
Members may attend the meetings of any of the Society’s groups.
If travelling some distance to attend a particular talk, please check with
the FHSC website or the group leader in case of a last-minute change.

CHESTER GROUP

In this edition
Deborah Ellam:Trial to Transportation

Window Tax Records   1812 Riots in Macclesfield
My Dutton Cheshire Ancestors Help Wanted
Warburton Family History Day and more...

The Chester Group meets at
7.30pm on the last
Thursday of the month at
All Saints Church Hall, 2
Vicarage Road, Hoole,
Chester CH2 3HZ.

See page 65 for full details.

Future Chester Group Meetings

30th Mar Breach of Promise to Marry - Denise Bates
27th Apr Educating poor girls in 19th Century Liverpool & Birkenhead

- Judith Taylor
25th May The History of Nursing - Anne Naylor
29th Jun Getting Organised in Family history computing

- Geoff Johnson

CHESHIRE ANCESTOR printed by: Deanprint Ltd., Cheadle Heath Works, Stockport SK3 0PR

The Family History Society of Cheshire
www.fhsc.org.uk

Location of Groups
(see inside back cover for contact details)
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