
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 THE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
        

Photo: Information on how to preserve research and important documents is covered on Page 5 
 

 



Page 2 
www.rtfhs.org.au                                                                                                                                    June2020, THE CEDAR LOG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richmond-Tweed Family History Society Inc. 
 

(Incorporated in New South Wales) 
 

 

Location: Marie Hart Library, 6 Regatta Avenue, Ballina NSW Australia     Website:  

www.rtfhs.org.au 

All Correspondence to be forwarded to: Secretary, Richmond-Tweed Family History Society Inc., 

PO Box 817, Ballina NSW Australia 2478 

Or email: secretaryrtfhs@yahoo.com.au 

 Patron: Martyn Killion, BA, Grad. Dip App. Science (Information),Dip FHS. (Information),Dip FHS. 

Honorary Fellowships: Marie Hart; Audrey Chappell; Nola Rodey, Suzanne Warmerdam; 

Esme Smith; 

 Jean Cummins; Frank Harvey 

President:  Don Howell–66874279 (email: howell.donald@ozemail.com.au) 

Vice-President: Pos i t ion  Vacant              

Secretary: Kerrie Alexander email secretaryrtfhs@yahoo.com.au 

Treasurer:  Bonnie Bennett  

Publicity Officer:  Allan Ridgewell  

Membership Secretary:  Jan Ousby 

Social Events Organiser:  Gwen Clark 

Library Officer:  Richard Goss 

IT Manager: Jane Griffin 

IT Support: Carol Brown 

Research officer: Janine Thomson 

Web Master: Liz Marshall 

    Committee Members: 
Carol Brown; Carol Donaghey; Richard Goss;  

 Jane Griffin, Jan Ousby,  

Journal Editor:  Jane Griffin 0431 430 882 

(email: editorcedarlog@gmail.com) 

Assistant to Editor/Production: Christine Reeves 0409 201 417 

Assistant to Editor:  Judith Cosgrove 0457728505   

                           Societies Exchanging e-jou Societies Exchanging e-journals: 

 Email: richmondtweedfhs@yahoo.com.au   
 

  

http://www.rtfhs.org.au/
http://www.rtfhs.org.au/
mailto:secretaryrtfhs@yahoo.com.au
mailto:howell.donald@ozemail.com.au
mailto:secretaryrtfhs@yahoo.com.au


Page 3 
www.rtfhs.org.au                                                                                                                                    June2020, THE CEDAR LOG 

 CONTENTS 

  

       Editorial……………………………………………...Page 4 

       Bequest – Lawrence Mathers……………………......Page 5   

       Monthly Meetings…………………………………...Page 6 

       March Conference – Jason Reeve, Ancestry ………..Page 7 

       Preserving Your Past…………………………….…..Page 7 

       Members Information………………………..............Page 9 

       My First Family Member in Australia.…………….. Page 10 

A Remarkable Life…..................................................Page 13 

       Mother’s Day Poem……………………………..…..Page 16 

       Mother’s Day Poem- A Mean Mother…………....…Page 17 

       A Precious Tea Set ….……………………………... Page 18     

       The Cronin’s of Co Limerick…………..………..…...Page 19 

       The Lucas Girls……………………………….……..Page 22 

       Australian E-Journal…………………………….…..Page 25 

       Journal Gleanings………………………………’…..Page 27    

       Conference List 2020/2021…………………..……...Page 29 

       Notices………………………………………………Page 30 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rtfhs.org.au/


Page 4 
www.rtfhs.org.au                                                                                                                                    June2020, THE CEDAR LOG 

                            

 
 
 

 
Editor’s Message by Jane Griffin 

 

 

          Welcome to our June edition of the Cedar Log 2020. In this edition we will be 

celebrating the stories of our ancestral “women”. Our female ancestors were often the 

unsung heroes of our families. Enduring the hardship of raising large families and 

keeping house away from the support of family and friends in a new and often 

inhospitable country, so different from all they knew. The editorial team hope that you 

enjoy the stories contributed by Joan Fraser, Jan Connor and Jackie Chalmers.   

          

         Whilst this has been a difficult few months for all with the emergence of the COVID -

19 Pandemic,  isolation has given us the opportunity to explore many hobbies 

previously enjoyed, talking to friends and family more frequently by phone and for 

some devoting time to family history research. Perhaps some of you have been lucky 

enough to break down a brick wall in your research or discovering all that DNA has to 

offer.  

 

         I would also hope that you have taken the time to put pen to paper and write your 

account of this time in history for your future descendants. We all know the joy of 

having personalised accounts of our ancestors past lives so we must leave our legacy for 

those who follow.                                                                            

On a lighter note we would like to acknowledge our fathers stories or a significant male 

role model in our September issue for Father’s Day. We would appreciate submissions 

from the members and I’m sure that we will be surprised at the adventurous spirit and 

bravery of these men. 

 

 We hope that we will be able to gather together in the near future, enjoying the 

friendship of our monthly meetings. 

 

 Happy researching in 2020 

 Jane 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDITORIAL 
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             ––––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞–––––––– 

     

     By Don Howell and Kerrie Alexander 

In late February, we received 

notice that the Richmond-

Tweed Family History 

Society was the beneficiary of 

a bequest from the estate of 

the late Lawrence Victor 

Mathers who had joined the 

Society in 1985. Mr Mathers 

has left the Society $20,000. 

 This bequest from Mr. 

Mathers has no conditions 

attached to it and therefore 

the Society can use the money 

for its general use. The 

bequest will ensure the 

viability of the Society for a 

number of years and it will 

also enable the Society to 

undertake some necessary 

changes in the Marie Hart 

Library. 

I am sure that all members are very appreciative of the fact that Mr. Mathers thought so 

highly of our Society that he thought to leave us this very generous bequest. As President, I 

will ensure that this money is put to good use for all the members of our Society.  Don 

Howell, President. 

                         Biography 

      Lawrence Victor (Laurie) Mathers 1930-2019 Member # 124 

Laurie was born in 1930, the seventh of ten children of Henry and Elizabeth Mathers. He 

grew up on the family farm Newark in Wardell Road, Alstonville where he assisted his father 

and elder brothers with general farm work. He also worked on his grandmother’s nearby 

farm and other local farms until 1944. He then sought employment in a menswear shop in 

Lismore before moving on to Dunlop Tyres. It was while working here that Laurie 

commenced his love of trucks which was furthered when he became a truck driver for Caltex 

  BEQUEST Lawrence Mathers 

http://www.rtfhs.org.au/
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and later Ampol. In this capacity he lived and worked at Glen Innes, Moree and Narrabri 

before he moved to Sydney, later moving to Tamworth and then back to Alstonville where he 

lived for the remainder of his life.  

His passion for trucks never abated and he was employed as a driver for 30 years. Laurie met 

his future wife in 1979, they married and he was blessed with a step-daughter Leann with 

whom he shared a close and affectionate relationship until his death. He and his wife 

separated in 1992. Laurie’s extended family meant everything to him and he was a member 

of a close and loving family. Another of Laurie’s interests was family history and he spent 

many happy hours researching the story of his ancestors. He joined the Richmond Tweed 

Family History Society in 1985 just one year after it commenced activities and was still a 

member until shortly before his death in early 2019 having had a continuous membership of 

33 years. 

Laurie suffered from cancer and fought this awful disease for many years, but kept a very 

positive outlook on life with all its ups and downs. He died in hospital on World Cancer Day, 

fourth of February 2019, aged 88 years and was buried in Alstonville Cemetery. Laurie 

generously left bequests to six local charities and we are fortunate to be one of those that 

Laurie chose to remember in his will. 

 

    ––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞––––––––      

                          Monthly Meetings 

 

April 2020 cancelled, hopefully this presentation will occur later in the year. 

The guest speaker for our April meeting was to be John Rogers presenting, the 

“History of the Northern Rivers Region”. John’s presentation covers the period 1837-

1901 during which the Northern Rivers region of New South Wales was transformed 

from an undiscovered wilderness to a settled, based principally on its timber, beef, 

sugar and dairy industries.  

May 2020 cancelled. 

June 2020 cancelled. 

July 2020 cancelled.  

Christmas in July has been cancelled. 

Our next meeting will be held 1st of August 2020.  The AGM will be followed by a 

presentation by Robbie Braithwaite on Lismore’s CBD. 

The Society’s library will re-open on 15 June 2020 with certain limitations. 

          

    ––––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞–––––––– 

http://www.rtfhs.org.au/
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       March Conference 

Jason Reeve from Ancestry conducted a well attended seminar on DNA and how to achieve 

the most out of your research. Jason’s presentation covered the use of Card Catalogue, Ged 

Match, the use of Google – “Surname”, “Place”, “Date”, the importance of copying 

certificates to file and stick. Jason also, covered Ancestry Academy, uploading DNA data 

and Family Tree Maker. His presentation and knowledge was extensive, shared with many 

questions and helpful hints received.  

 

         

Preserving Your Past 

       By Judy Cosgrove. 

Most of us have collected our own personal documents and photographs and may be 

entrusted with items that contain information from past family generations. These items may 

have arrived in envelopes, file folders, rolled up with rubber bands around them or in an 

overflowing shoe box. 

As genealogists, we need to preserve this information. For those embarking on the journey in 

this field a variety of guidelines in relation to storing, handling, displaying and labelling 

items can maximise the long–term health of them.  

Due to the spate of recent natural disaster, preservation takes on greater urgency. Our time in 

isolation with the new catastrophe to hit the world may be a good time to do this. 

         Preserving Your Past 
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Storage: Firstly, lay documents flat. Remove them from envelopes, take off rubber bands 

and paperclips. Choose archival-quality folders and boxes that are acid and lignin free for 

storage. Pay attention to the temperature (25 degrees is optimal) and humidity (65%) of the 

storage area. This reduces the chance of slow decay, mould and insects eating the items. 

Spraying the area for pests like cockroaches and silverfish will minimise bug infestation. 

Store slides in their carousels in boxes to protect them from dust and light. 

Digitising: If you have access to a computer and internet service the optimum way to 

preserve items is to create digital copies of them. This provides a backup plan in case of 

flood, fire or other damage. It also helps you  to share information  easily. You can e-mail 

digital documents or attach them to an online Family Tree.  

One way is through Family Search’s Family Tree. Upload documents in the Memory section 

and store them in folders there to attach them to the relevant ancestors on your tree. There 

are great benefits in scanning and saving your photos to your computer. Digitising allows 

you to store and share photos.  

Specialist software like PhotoShop can help even out colouring, patch together torn sections 

and correct faded or dark spots. As with documents they can become part online family tree. 

One way to feature family photos is with Family Search’s Memories. Upload photos and 

attach them to your tree. Alternatively, download the Memories App to take new photos and 

add them directly to your tree from your phone. 

Handling: Minimal handling of items is recommended. If you need to handle them, ensure 

your hands and work space are clean. Do not eat, drink or allow smoke around family 

papers. If you must touch photos or slides wear gloves. 

Displaying Items: Can come at a cost, if documents are exposed to sunlight they will fade. 

Frame a copy and store the original.  

For photographs, keep them out of direct sunlight, use corners to mount them, use acid-free 

archival safe albums and books. 

Labelling Items: With photographs this is the best way to ensure that valuable information 

about people and places is not lost. Only write on the back in pencil or use and acid-free 

scrap booking pen. Digitally sharing the photos can help with naming people and places too.  

Unfortunately, not all items we receive are in good condition. They maybe mouldy or insect 

infested, brittle or water damaged. In this case, it may be necessary to evaluate the value of 

the document/photos and after obtaining all the information possible throw them away. 

References: 

1. Leslie Albrecht Huber; ‘How to Preserve Family Archives-Documents and 

Photographs’The National Archives, ‘How to Preserve Family Papers and 

Photographs’ and ‘Preserving Family Photos’ 

2.  Maureen Taylor; ‘Learn from the Photo Detective’ 

3. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, Church History Department, 

‘Preserving History’: Instructional Videos.              

http://www.rtfhs.org.au/
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 FamilySearch  

      By Don Howell 
 

There is an additional facility on FamilySearch. After logging into FamilySearch click on the 

dropdown search menu and it is longer than it has been in the past. There is a new category 

there called Images. Click on that and it will take you to a screen where you put in a very 

detailed place name: e.g. Henfield, Sussex, England, United Kingdom. That takes you to a 

collection of unindexed digital microfilms for types of documents that haven't been available 

online before. In the example above there are images of original Rate Books, Court Books, 

Poor Law records and more besides.  

There is a guidance note at: https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/explore-historical-images/  

But it will take a bit of time & practice to work out how to use this new facility efficiently.  

  

    ––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞–––––––– 

     

    State Library Message 
 

The State Library of New South Wales is requesting that you don’t throw out any brochures, 

posters, signs etc. that relate to COVID-19, as they would like them for their collection.          

Their announcement is as follows …  

We are collecting posters, flyers and mail-outs appearing in our local neighbourhoods in 

response to the COVID-19 pandemic. While many people will eventually discard this 

material, it provides invaluable information about this significant event impacting our 

community and nation. The State Library collects this ephemeral material, as well as online 

content including websites, digital ephemera and social media posts, to help tell our stories to 

future generations.  

We appreciate your help in preserving this material. Please put this material aside for the 

Library and we will send a ‘call out’ for you to mail or drop the material into the Library 

when we reopen.  

As mentioned above they are currently closed, but will advise everyone when they reopen, so 

you can then post or deliver your ephemera to them then. 

 

 
      ––––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞––––––– 

             Membership for 2020 

                                                          Membership Secretary Jan Ousby 

We would like to extend a warm welcome to our new member Carolyn Marks from 

Alstonville,  

                                           Carolyn is our 1,000 member. 

                                               ––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞––––––     

http://www.rtfhs.org.au/
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/explore-historical-images/


Page 10 
www.rtfhs.org.au                                                                                                                                    June2020, THE CEDAR LOG 

 

 

       

 

       By Jackie Chalmers 
 

 Initially, on asking myself “Who” was my first family member in Australia, my immediate 

thoughts turned to my Great-Great-Grandfather, the convict John DODD who had been 

sentenced to life for the crime of burglary. He arrived over 200 years ago on the 26th, June 

1819 aboard the “Baring”.  John married Isabella BIVETT at St Phillip’s, Sydney on 5th 

May 1823.On further inspection of this marriage, I wondered from where did his wife, 

Isabella, come and when did she arrive in Australia?  

 

Isabella’s mother was Mary BEVITT (BEVATT), known as Mary GAGER. Also a convict, 

she arrived in Australia aboard the Lord Melville in 1817, 2 years before John DODD had 

arrived. My Great-Great-Great-Grandmother, Mary GAGER, who arrived in 1817, John 

DODD’S, Mother-In-Law, was my first ancestor in Australia.  

 

Who was Mary GAGER?  

Born in 1760, in Lynn, Norfolk, England. Her calling was that of a servant and later a 

midwife. She married Joseph BEVITT in 1794 at St Martins in the Field, London. There 

were five children of this marriage: 4 girls and a boy, all baptised in England.  

 

Trial  

Mary GAGER or married name BEVITT (sometimes recorded as BEVERTON) was tried at 

the Middlesex Gaol on 20 April 1814 and sentenced to transportation for 14 years.  

 

Her first indictment was that:   

Mary, without lawful cause had in her custody and possession a certain bank note for the 

payment of 1£. To this indictment the prisoner pleaded GUILTY.  

  

Transported for Fourteen Years.  

Her second charge indicted her for feloniously forging a banknote for the payment of 1£ with 

the intention to defraud the Governor and the Company of the Bank of England.  

Because of a lack of evidence she was ACQUITTED of this second charge.  

 

Still in England …  

Mary spent more than 2 years in gaol before embarkation. At the time of embarkation on 

18th July 1816, the children’s ages were Sarah about 16, Mary Ann about 13, Isabella about 

10 and Joseph about 7.  

 

In the colony of New South Wales, convict women were a precious commodity. They were 

highly sought after as wives, mothers, and domestic servants.  

 
 

My First Family       

Member In Australia 

http://www.rtfhs.org.au/
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Due to a large imbalance of men, the government considered women a priority for the colony 

to grow and flourish. Prior to the Lord Melville’s arrival, only 3603 female convicts had 

been transported, compared with 12, 643 male convicts.  

 

Nearly 200 human lives depended on the Lord Melville making a safe journey. 

Mary GAGER, or Mary BEVATT, as we now call her, was the shortest woman on the ship. 

She stood just 4 feet 7 inches tall, with a ruddy but fair complexion, hazel eyes and grey hair. 

Also, at 56 years, she was the oldest of the female convicts. On the voyage out, there were 

two births. Of the first it was recorded that Daniel Macnamara attended the birth as surgeon, 

most likely assisted by Agnes Worthington, Martha Towns and perhaps Mary Bevatt. (Bevatt 

… who became a busy and devoted midwife in the colony literally until the day she died.)  

 

Arrival …  

 

After departing Gravesend on the morning of Thursday 29 August, 1816, the Lord Melville 

sailed via Rio de Janeiro, The Cape of Good Hope and Bass Strait to arrive in Sydney 180 

days later. The ship anchored on Monday 24 February 1817.  

 

The arrival of a convict transport was a significant event. The government swung into action 

to process the convicts and arrange for relatives to reunite; The Sydney Gazette reported 

events; businessmen, both on ship and shore, negotiated trade; and the townsfolk were 

excited and curious. After completing the formalities of arrival inspections and record-

keeping, the female convicts were at last able to leave the Lord Melville in their own dresses, 

and not in those provided for them by the Navy Board.  

 

They set foot on land for the first time in six months. Some were assigned to individuals in 

Sydney, others were permitted to join their husbands. The rest were sent by water to the 

factory at Parramatta. This disembarkation occurred three days after arrival, due to deluging 

rain!  

  

Sydney Town  

 

Just a little over three months after arrival, Mary was one of a group of women who obtained 

a ticket of leave. This may have been because she had skills as a nurse and midwife, despite 

being recorded as a servant on the convict indent.  

 

In 1822, Mary was recorded as single and living in Sydney, though her house at 34 York 

Street contained five lodgers:  

  

 iam Reynolds (From the Guilford, life)  

  

  

  

Seven pigs also snuffled around the backyard!  
 

http://www.rtfhs.org.au/
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In the years after she arrived, Mary delivered many babies, though not all the births were 

happy events. An Inquest was held on 17 April 1824 into the illegal burial of a female 

stillborn child in the Old Burying Ground. Mary Bevatt had been called to attend the wife of 

Edward Hutton, and in about ten minutes, Sarah Hutton was delivered of a stillborn female 

child. Mary after trying every means to know if life was in the child, found it to be still born, 

and she therefore wrapped it up in some linen and desired the father to get it buried.  

 

The hasty burial of a stillborn baby at night in the old burial grounds was not uncommon. 

Tradition and superstition dictated that the baby be buried quickly and quietly, and the less 

said about the death the better. For stillborns there were no names, no funerals, no notices in 

the newspapers, no official graves, no loving epitaphs, and if they were discovered it was by 

accident.  

 

In 1828, Mary, 67 years old, still worked as a midwife from her York Street home, four men 

lodged at her house. – one labourer and three shoemakers!  That same year, 1828, Mary 

received her ticket of freedom, which described a distinguishing feature as a “wart on her 

nose”. Her daughter, Mary, lived with her husband and child in Kent Street, just a stone’s 

throw from Mum. The daughter, Isabella, and her husband my Great-Great-Grandfather, 

John Dodd were “up the road and round the corner” at 6 O’Connell Street, Sydney.  

  

Old Mary died in the late evening of 8 January 1830 while going about her duty as one of the 

busy midwives of the colony. On the 13 January 1830, The Australian reported: An inquest 

was convened at The Flower Pot, York Street, on Saturday last, on the body of Mrs Bevitt, 

midwife, who died suddenly during the evening previously, after having got out of bed to 

attend a patient. Major Smeatham presiding, the jury returned a verdict of – “death by the 

visitation of God”.  

 

Mary’s children gave her several grandchildren – her daughter Isabella and John DODD had 

thirteen children. The youngest of these was Joseph, born in 1847 at Rylestone. Joseph was 

my great Grandfather. Joseph DODD had nineteen children, one of whom was Windsor 

Charles DODD,  my grandfather. Windsor Charles DODD had three children, one of whom 

was Ida DODD, my Mother!  

 

All I can say is Thankyou Mary Gager, Mary Bevatt!  

 

Reference:  

Kelly,R: “In the Wake of The Lord Melville” was used for my research on The Journey to 

Australia 

 

 

                                                  ––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞–––––––– 
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                                                                                               By Joan Fraser 

Recently, I found a cassette tape, recorded over 20 years ago on a Mother’s Day visit. Mum 

was able to “hold the floor’, so impossible for her on larger occasions. Although the sound 

quality was poor, it was wonderful to hear her voice and laughter as she related tales of her 

younger days.  

My grandparents, William and Janet McLintock, emigrated from Scotland in August 1911. 

William, became boiler man at a timber mill at White Swamp, in the Beautiful Border 

Ranges, NSW. His wife Janet, became Postmistress at Koreelah. Their children were Marian 

(Minnie), Agnes (Nancy) and William. Their daughter, Janet, was born in Killarney, 

Queensland, in June 1913. Aged two years, Janet contracted polio which left her with a 

paralysed and shortened left leg. A neighbour’s daughter, Dorothy McDougall, was also 

afflicted and as they grew up they became devoted friends and remained so throughout their 

lives. ( Dorothy’s wonderful poem explains all, 

at the end of story).   

Janet’s parents bought a dairy farm near 

Woodenbong, where she lived an active life. 

Janet played  the piano for the silent movies in 

Woodenbong and Urbenville Halls and other 

social occasions, riding a horse to do so! Here 

she met the love of her life, James E Bagshaw, a 

recent Dreadnought Boy, with whom she shared 

a love of music. They married in 1934.  

I was born on December 24, 1934, in 

Beaudesert, Queensland (the nearest hospital) 

followed by a son Reginald, who died at birth, 

then Evelyn and Robert in the next decade. 

Pregnancy must have been pushing the limits of 

her endurance.  

It has always amazed me how she coped, in a 

tiny sawmilling village with no power, water, telephone, bathroom or other modern 

amenities. Dad was fully occupied-five days at the Beaury Creek sawmill, weekends sleeper 

cutting for the Government railways, plus tending his bee hives. In 1946 Jim bought 

‘Avoca’, the McLintock farm near Urbenville and organised a new cottage for them in 

Urbenville as part of the deal. I was stocked by this-a beautiful new Queenslander home near 

town. However mum was to find nineteen steps into the four-bed-roomed home with a toilet 

twenty yards away, difficult.  

A Remarkable Life 
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The large vege- fruit orchard, plus front garden of English flowers, all of which she tended 

herself, was her pride and joy. She also loved the new, quiet pony Dad chose for her, he 

adapted the stirrup to support the paralysed leg.  

Eventually, it became necessary to re-open the dairy because the honey price dropped too 

low to sustain a living. Mum never went to the dairy, rarely visited the town, but she loved 

keeping in touch (now by telephone) with her sisters and brothers. She was also a prolific 

writer to many friends.  

Dad constructed a wire model of Mum’s torso who he laughingly named “Annie”, so she 

could make her clothes (and ours), on the Singer treadle machine. She was a fine 

embroiderer, knitted for us all and sometimes for the neighbours too.  

When Dad, died, aged 68years, she came to live with us at Eltham for twelve years. During 

this time she never complained, was sympathetic but never interfering. She loved a joke and 

chatting with Parents and Citizens. After a respite holiday in Lismore she transferred to 

Caroona Village, Goonellabah, where she made many new friends. Eventually, to her great 

joy, she learned to swim. Alas, not for long! She fell and broke her good hip.  

After this she transferred to Crowley Village, Ballina, where she was closer to us. She 

remained there several years as dementia increased and she could no longer walk. In 2001 

she passed away peacefully.  

So ended a life filled with love and care for others. No regrets, except the fact that she had 

never been able to dance with Dad. But in the dance of life she was a champion!  

Vale Jane Bagshaw- mother, grandmother, wife, sister and friend to all, who refused to allow 

her serious handicap to ruin her life.  

              

http://www.rtfhs.org.au/
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    WHY SHE’S GREAT 

     I asked my friends what makes their mum great, 

      They told me that she was their mate. 

     They asked me why my mum’s the best, 

      I gave them this list and told them “I’m blessed” 

 

                      Cooking dinner, cuddles, play, 

        Singing, dancing, music all day. 

         Driving, walking riding a bike, 

                                        Mum knows exactly what I like, 

 

               Homework, reading, computer fun, 

    Endless weekends watching me run, 

             Solving puzzles, block towers that sway, 

       Keeping up with me all day! 

 

                   Friends come over and she cooks us treats, 

                     We get stuck into all of her sweets, 

          Tucking me in with a book and a song, 

                     Even though her day was long, 

 

                         This is why Mum, I have to say, 

                                A very big “ Happy Mothers’ Day” 

 

   Author Unknown 

   Copied from Pinterest 

 

     Mother’s Day 

Poem       

http://www.rtfhs.org.au/
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                                              A MEAN MOTHER 

 

 A mean mother never allows candy or sweets to take the place of a  

        well – balanced meal. 

 

 A mean mother insists on knowing where her children are at all times, 

                                     who their friends are and what they do. 

 

 A mean mother breaks the Child Labour Law by making their children 

      work ~ 

 

 Washing dishes, making beds, learning to cook, and doing other  

      cruel  and unpleasant chores. 

 

 A mean mother makes life miserable for her offspring by insisting  

       that they always tell the truth. 

 

 A mean mother produces teenagers who are wiser and more sensible. 

 

A mean mother can smile with secret delight and pride when she  

hears her own grandchildren call their parents “mean”. 

 

What the world needs now are more Mean Mothers  and Fathers! 

 

 Author Unknown. 

 

 

 

   Mother’s Day Poem 
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                                                          By Jan Connor 

Recently my granddaughter  was visiting us in the holidays. She was showing interest in the 

contents of my crystal cabinet. The cabinet had been a 21st gift to my mother from her 

parents. I opened the cabinet and let her explore. She brought out a box, which contained a 

tea set. It had belonged to my Mother when she was a child. We played tea parties, then had 

a closer look at the box. In the lid were two dates, written in pen and nib writing. The first 

date said, 38 years old in Sept.’03. That was a puzzle for a while, until we realised it meant 

1903. My Mother was not alive then, so we had to rethink what we knew. That dated the tea 

set to 1865, which was too early for my grandmother.  My great grandmother, (Esther May 

Davis), was born in 1856, so she was a child of 9 when the box was dated. Esther was born 

in Melbourne to English parents. The next date also written in pen and ink was 24th of 

August 1927. My mother was 6 years old then. Her sister was born in June that year, and my 

best guess, is that Mum was given the tea set to play with while my grandmother was busy 

with her sister.  

The set has a fine flower pattern and is trimmed in gold. Although there are no makings on 

the pieces, I would guess it came from England, possibly from Esther’s grandparents. There 

are some pencil markings on the base of the box, but they are too faded to read. When 

someone dates an object, or records its origin, we in the present day are fortunate. It makes 

the object more interesting. The tea set has been handed down. Firstly to Lillian Fleming, 

then to Albertina Towns, before it became mine.  

 

          A PRESCIOUS TEA SET 
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                  By Carol Donaghey 

Ellen and Martin Cronin were my maternal great-great-grandparents who made the life 

changing decision to come to Australia in 1854 in the aftermath of the great potato famine. 

Ellen and Martin were simple country people from Co Limerick in Ireland and couldn’t have 

imagined the dangerous and treacherous journey they were undertaking. They boarded the 

Columbia in Liverpool, England, along with 150 other immigrants, arriving in Sydney on 20 

September. 

Ellen was pregnant with my grandfather, William, when she boarded the ship as William was 

born on the 12 November that same year. 

They were married in 1850 so it was unusual that there were no children before William but 

I put that down to possible miscarriages due to the famine and their difficult lifestyle. 

Even after the famine, hunger continued to be a major problem. English landlords raised the 

rents and carried out mass evictions from their estates in order to change the type of farming 

from crops to cattle. By 1854 the eviction process was almost completed and most families 

had gone from the land – died, migrated or were living in the workhouses. Ireland’s 

population decreased by two million during this crisis. 

This was the situation in Ireland when my great-great grandparents departed for Australia. 

Shipping records state that Ellen was 24, and Martin, 26, when they left Ireland. Their 

passage out was subsidised or paid for through an assisted immigration scheme. 

With no relatives in New South Wales they settled at Waterloo in the inner city of Sydney 

and lived there for 22 years they remained in the colony. Waterloo in the early 1800’s was 

mainly pastoral town with market gardens and dairy farms. 

There were a few employment options for Martin so as neither of them could read or write 

Martin worked as a labourer and Ellen may have at times worked as a domestic. 

William was followed by five more children, the last born in 1870. Ellen lost three boys and 

one girl in addition to the five living children. William’s birth wasn’t registered but john’s 

birth certificate in 1860 shows William as aged five and a half. 

There is a Sydney burial registration in January 1856 for a baby John Cronin, aged 14 

months. This indicates his birth was around November 1854 and raises the possibility that 

William and John may have been twins. Because the parents’ names are not stated however, 

there is no proof of this, despite the age, religion and residential area being the same. 

   The Cronin’s of Co Limerick 
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It seems that life presented problems for them even in Australia. 

On 5 June 1855 Martin and Ellen were among 16 persons charged with drunkenness in 

Sydney. The report in the Sydney Morning Herald reads:  

 “......Ellen Cronin, and Martin Cronin were found guilty of being drunk, and    

 creating a disturbance in the streets, and were each fined 20s.., or forty-eight         

 hours imprisonment; the man Cronin was fined an additional 20s for assaulting      

 the constable who took him into custody.” 

My immediate thoughts were for seven months old baby William (and possibly his twin 

John). Who was taking care of them while their parents were out carousing in the town ? 

Ellen and Martin died within one month of each other in 1876. Martin was only 41 and died 

of Pneumonia on 28 September. Forty year old Ellen died of Hepatitis and Anarsaca ( a 

general swelling in the body, probably caused by her Liver Disease) on 29 October. 

Probate after Martin’s death shows he was in debt to an Edward Sweeney, a Licensed 

Victualler (wine merchant), of  Botany Bay, Waterloo for the sum of twelve pounds eleven 

shillings – a great sum in those days. After Martin’s death Mr Sweeney applied to the 

Supreme Court of NSW for letters of Administration to the sell up Martin’s estate which 

they called ‘his goods, chattels, credits and effects’ estimated to be valued at one hundred 

and fifty pounds. Mr Sweeney’s application was granted the following year, which leaves me 

wondering what happened to the youngest children after their house and furniture was sold. 

At the time of their parents’ deaths William was 21, but Michael the youngest was only 6. 

The family story is that the three youngest were farmed out to local Irish Catholic families. 

Their daughter, also called Ellen, at the age of 13, became a serving maid at ‘Kenilworth’, 

the  Annandale house of Sir Henry Parkes, politician and recognised father of Federation. 

Later young Ellen started a business supplying wood for Sydney residents and made quite a 

sum of money. With these funds she was able to purchase properties around the city which 

she rented out. Using this income she set her sons up in their own furniture removalist 

business. I am sure her mother would have been proud of her daughter’s achievements. 

There is only one photograph available of Ellen Lahiff Cronin taken about four years before 

her death. She is a tiny stern looking woman surrounded by her children, standing outside 

her front gate. Most of the family remained in the Waterloo area and births, deaths and 

marriages were celebrated at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, where I also attended 

school for a few years. 

I believe Ellen showed strength of character during her short life. She lived through the worst 

famine in Irelands’ history and travelled to the other side of the world to start a new life 

knowing she would never see her homeland or family again. She bore nine children and lost t 

least four. She died young and didn’t see all her children grown or ever know her numerous 

grandchildren. Today she has countless descendants and I have discovered a cousin I met 
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through my research who has provided me with much valued information and family 

photographs.  

Note: Taken from a presentation by Carol on the First Family Member in Australia at our 

February 2020 meeting 

 

 

http://www.rtfhs.org.au/


Page 22 
www.rtfhs.org.au                                                                                                                                    June2020, THE CEDAR LOG 

    

   

 

                                                                     By Jan Connor 

 

When I was a child, my grandmother, Stella Sartori, made all my clothes. A box pleated 

school tunic, a Cockburn tartan kilt, Sunday School anniversary dresses and all my bloomers. 

What was special about my bloomers was, that they were made of very high quality fabric, 

off cuts from the Lucas Clothing factory in Ballarat.  

 

Eleanor Price’s first husband died in 1873 leaving her to support herself and her children. 

Donations from the local community,  provided her with enough to buy a small cottage in 

Ballarat and a sewing machine. This is where Eleanor began her small business, which 

would become the Lucas Clothing Factory.  Eleanor remarried in 1886, but William Lucas 

died two years later.  

 

Eleanor enlisted her two daughters into the business, and the company grew very fast with 

the demand for fine clothes. They moved Premises several times as the company grew, 

eventually becoming the Lucas Clothing Factory employing hundreds of women. In 1905 Ms 

Tilly Thompson was hired as Australia’s first travelling sales woman. Eleanor Lucas was 

known as a generous woman through her Church, to the community and the war effort. She 

died in1923 and her son took over management on the factory, installing electric machines, a 

first in Ballarat.  

 

       The Lucas Girls 
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The Lucas Girls.  

The hundreds of girls who worked at the factory had a special bond. During WW1 they 

donated a portion of their wage to the Soldiers Milk fund. In the local paper there was a war 

of word with the trade unions. The girls believed their money was better spent supporting the 

soldiers, their men. They ran a sock drive for soldiers. The girls were the driving force 

behind the establishment of the Avenue of Honour and the Arch of Victory in Ballarat. My 

Grandmother Stella Sartori and her two sisters worked at the Lucas Clothing Factory well 

before and during WW1.  

   

Alice.  

Alice worked there for 14 years. She was engaged to a return soldier, but he died two years 

after the war. She eventually married his older brother, but he also died, leaving her with two 

children to bring up on her own.  

 

Stella.  

Stella worked at Lucas for 11 years, while she waited and worried about Hector Cockburn, 

as he landed on Gallipoli, then fought in France and Belgium. Hector came home safely and 

they built a family together. Stella was a beautiful sewer, skills well learnt at Lucas.  

 

Sylvia.  

Sylvia spent all her working life at Lucas. She never married, but cared for elderly mother. 

She was a gentle, kind Aunt and great Aunt to all of us.  

 

George.  
The older brother of these three sisters also fought in France where he was gassed, he came 

home as an invalid. 
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The bond the Lucas Girls shared would have given them great strength, as they worked 

during the war, not knowing the fate of their men. They would have been pleased to be able 

to contribute to the war effort.  

In 1917 Tilly Thompson campaigned to create an Avenue of Honour and Arch of Victory, 

in honour of the men from Ballarat and surrounds, who fought for their country. Tilly and 

her girls raise 10,000 pounds towards the Arch. Over a two year period the 500 strong staff 

planted thousands of trees. One for each soldier. The Avenue was opened in 1920 by the 

Prince of Wales. My grandfather and four of my great uncles each have a tree. Stella and 

Alice would have been proud that they could honour their men.  

 

 
The Lucas Clothing Company was taken over in 1968 and finally closed in 2010, due to 

cheap  

imports. The Lucas Girls Association reunion was held in 2015, but in coming years the 

Lucas   

girls will all be gone. The legacy they leave will live in their families. I personally chose to 

study fashion and teach the next generation. The legacy lives on.  

                        

                         ––––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞––––––––  

             Articles required for SEPTEMBER 2020 CEDAR LOG 
As Father’s Day is in September we would like to give recognition to a “special” 

male in your family tree. What made them so special, we would love to know, please 

contribute with a short story or article.  

You can send your short stories to the Editor Jane Griffin. 

  

http://www.rtfhs.org.au/


Page 25 
www.rtfhs.org.au                                                                                                                                    June2020, THE CEDAR LOG 

                            Australian e-Journals 

                                                                             By Jackie Chalmers 

The following journals are now received as eJournals and may be read in the Marie Hart 

Library on the alpha computer. If they are from the area you are researching you may well 

find information that will not appear elsewhere, so do check them out. 

Australian G-Y 

Elgin PETRIE is our family’s special female member by Yvonne E. Cooper 

Genealogical Society Gladstone District Inc., Timeline, Nov 19 

Goulburn’s Homesteads by F. Walker, Goulburn Historical & Genealogical Society Inc.,  

 The Argyle Bulletin, Feb 20 

Why We Don’t Have a Convict on our Family Tree, Gympie FHS Inc., The Gympie Gazette, 

Nov 19 Shopping on the Hawkesbury River by Michelle Nichols, Hawkesbury FHS,  

The Hawkesbury Crier, Dec 19 

Lawrence May – More Than Just the Father of Irrigation in Australia by Marjorie J. Head 

Hawkesbury FHS, The Hawkesbury Crier, Mar 20 

The Sirius Letters (Part 1) by Rae Moore Hawkesbury-Nepean Fellowship of First Fleeters,   

Hawkesbury-Nepean Newsletter, Summer 19 

Ross Female Factory by Heather Threlfall Hawkesbury-Nepean Chapter Fellowship of First 

Fleeters,   Hawkesbury-Nepean Newsletter, Autumn 20 

BUTZ/BECKER/FISCHER Families by Dennis Ryan, Hill End & Tambaroora Gathering 

Group, Newsletter, Feb 20 

Dust If You Must by Rose Milligan, Hill End History, Newsletter, Mar 20 

Great-Great Grandfather’s Violin by Jane Wilson,  Hobart Town First Settlers Assoc. Inc.,  

Newsletter, Mar 20 

Wrecks Wollongong and Bellambi by Terry Bugg,  Illawarra FHG, Illawarra Branches, 

Sep 19 

Staggy Creek Sporting Clubs, Inverell FHG Inc., Voices From the Past, Dec 19 

Tales of Early Ipswich by Ern Patrick,  Ipswich GS Inc., Bremer Echoes, Nov 19 

The Experience of Convict Women in Early Colonial Australia by Eloise Sarginson 

 Lake Macquarie FHG, The Chronicle, Feb 20 

The Goodwin Family by Helen Taylor, Lithgow FHG, Lithgow Pioneer Press, Feb 20 

C J Greedy Pty Ltd by Maree Farrelly, Maitland and Beyond FH Inc., Tracks and Trails, 

Mar-Apr 20 

The Forgotten Works of Pixie O’HARRIS, Manning Wallamba FHS, The Figtree, Feb 20 
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Richmond River Cane Tug Leo, Mid-Richmond HS Inc., Newsletter, Nov 19 

To High School by Bus -1928, Mid-Richmond HS Inc., Newsletter, Feb 20 

School Days – Story by Christine Moss, Milton-Ulladulla FHS Inc., Pigeon House Tidings, 

Dec 19 

Coal and Communication by Elizabeth James, Newcastle FHS, Journal, Dec 19 

Rich History of the NT’s Mt Bundy Station GS of Northern Territory, Progenitor, Mar 20 

Up and Down a Family Tree by Miriam O’Donnell, Family History Association of North 

Queensland  Inc., Relatively Speaking, Mar 20 

Find and Connect Website funded by Australian Government, Orange FHG, Newsletter, 

Apr 20 

The GLOVER Family Jigsaw Puzzle by Denise Gaudion, Port Stephens FHS, Lemon Tree, 

Apr 20  

The Black Death in Queensland by Adrian Harrison Queensland FHS Inc., Queensland 

Family Historian, Feb 20 

Pioneers of Maleny by Lawrie Simpson, Redcliffe & District FHG Inc.,                             

The First Settlement City Gazette, Mar 2 

Gold and Silver Watch by Peter Godfrey FHS of Rockingham & District, Between the Lines, 

Mar 20 

Remembering Mr Morris by Alan Clark AM,Shoalhaven FHS, Time Traveller, Apr 20 

Pioneer Profile by William Irvine South Gippsland GS, Newsletter, Mar 20 

Member’s Profile Jocelyn Gould, Genealogy Sunshine Coast, Kin Tracer, Dec 19 

The Fettler and the Gatekeeper by Betty Schiffmann, Tenterfield FHG, Tenterfield 

Generations, Mar 20 

The Dickmans Build a Dam by Sue Margetts, Toowoomba & Darling Downs FHS,  

The Gazette, Nov 19 

On the Trail of by Jack Wilkinson, Whitsunday FHG, Branching Out, Mar 20  

The Last of the Last – Claude Stanley CHOULES 1901-2011 by Helen Johnson 

Wyong FHG Inc., Tree of Life, Feb 20 

The Alfred Patroni Story Continuation by John Hamblin, Young and District FHG Inc.,  

The Lambing Flat Leader, Feb 20 

 

––––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞–––––––– 
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Journal Gleanings 

 

ANCESTOR (Genealogy Society of Victoria) – March 2020, Page 26. A guide to 

researching  “Canberra” – Records in Canberra can provides some unique challenges, this is 

a guide to what and where you can find them.                                                                                                                                     

                                                                         

WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE (UK) – October 2019, Page 64 – Workhouse 

Records. In 1861 a survey recorded all workhouse inmates who had been resident for 5years 

or more.  

Page 70 – The Beast from  the East – If your ancestor went missing between 1889 and 1892,  

they may have been a victim of the Spanish Flu.  

Page 85 – Outlines to best practices and techniques to use when investigating your tree. 

 

          WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE (UK) – November 2019, Page 54 – Absent Voter 

Lists.  Although many service records have been lost, the absent Voter Lists can provide a 

snapshot of soldiers’ lives at the end of WW1. Give details of how it worked and some great 

website links.                                                                                                                                                  

Page 60 – How to download your Ancestor’s Will. This article will talk you step by step 

through locating and purchasing a digital copy of a British forebearer’s will. 

 

History - ROYAL AUSTRALIAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY – March 2020, Page 2 
“Not a Motley Throng” is the story of Australian miners in the Klondike goldfields of 1898.       

 

          Moruya & District Journal March 2020, Page 20  - Bush fires  also raged   through the 

          Moruya   District in 1884. This detailed report tells of the battles, victories and losses. 

 

          Traces – Edition 9, 2019 Page 6 – Provides a comprehensive overview of what’s new on 

          ALL major genealogical websites. 

          Page 10- “Recapturing Port Arthur” reports on how modern technology is uncovering more 

of its secrets. 

Page 58- “The Story of Cranky Bella” the rise of a Melbourne madam to it’s best known pick 

pocket in the late 1880’s. 

 

          Armidale Family History Group – Dust of Ages –Page 6 – Provides an extensive 

questionnaire that might be useful when interviewing family members. 

 

          The New Zealand Genealogist – February 2020 – Commonwealth War Graves – How 

          they were established and who looks after them. 

 

          Lancashire  FHS – February 2020, Page 13 – “Finding your Irish Family using Maps” 

shows you how to walk in your Irish ancestor’s footsteps using Google Maps. 

 

Sussex Family Historian – December 2019, Page 38 – “Breaking down a Wall with DNA”. 

          An English journal, but an Australian story of seemingly endless determination to solve a 

family mystery. 
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                A  Few interesting websites… 

 www.familylocket.com   - Research like a pro podcast 

  www.booth.lse.ac.uk  - Links to the maps of Charles Booth which record living conditions 

in individual London streets at the end of the 19th century. 

 www.workhouses.org.uk   

  www.childrenshomes.org.uk  - poor house and orphanage records 

  www.bbc.com/historyofthebbc/100-voices/ww2  - Documents and oral history of the BBC 

in WWII. 

  www.1915crewlists.rmg.co.uk   

 www.mun.ca/mha/1881/crews1881.php    

 www.crewlist.org.uk ….. some seaman records 

          www.findmypast.co.uk/articles/world-records/search-all-uk-records/special 

collections/theroyal-archives-collection/royal-household-staff-1526-1924   If an ancestor 

worked in one of the royal houses. 

    

         ––––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞–––––––– 

    Are you Financial ? 

 
A reminder to members that membership fees are now overdue – $35 single and $45 

joint. Unfortunately, if you are unfinancial after 31 March 2020 no further journals 

will be sent to you. If you have overlooked your renewal please make prompt 

payment so you can continue to read the news in The Cedar Log. 

Don’t forget to sign the Privacy Statement on the back of your renewal form before 

handing it in. This is now a requirement. 

 Payment options for renewal are as follows : 

  the next meeting,  

 the Marie Hart Library, 

  Direct Debit (see details on form and please include name)  

 post a cheque to: PO Box 817, Ballina NSW 2478. 

 

  ––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞–––––––– 
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 CONFERENCES 2020-2021 

Richmond-Tweed Family History Society Inc. 
Family History Seminar 2020 

Saturday 7 November: 9.30am to 4pm 

Registration $35 (including lunch) 

The Players Theatre, 24 Swift St, Ballina 

Guest Speaker Helen Smith 

   
 

Helen, who is well known to our RTFHS members, has written a number of books and 

spoken to a wide variety of audiences nationally and internationally including conferences, 

cruises, expos and societies on family history research. 

Seminar Topics 

• How to get the most out of Ancestry DNA website 

• DNA problem solving with Case Studies 

• Trove: not just newspapers 

• Where there’s a will there should be a genealogist 

Enquiries: Richard Goss (p) 0418 356 527 email: bpbb3282@bigpond.net.au 

                                                    ––––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞–––––––  

               Family History Down Under 2021     

    A major world-class conference in Australia www.familyhistorydownunder.com 

                    22-26 March 2021 at the Sunshine Coast Convention Centre 

                  ––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞–––––––– 
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Research Requests                                                                                     

          The Society is able to do small family history searches for a fee of $15 per hour. Please 

include a 22 x 11 cm SAE and research fees where applicable. 

 
––––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞–––––––– 

 

The Marie Hart Library 

The library holds numerous local records including the Local Schools Admission Registers, 

Cemetery Records, Burial Records and Honour and Memorial Rolls from many locations 

within the Northern Rivers.  

Over the years the library has expanded and now holds a wealth of information from 

across Australia including historical and pioneer records, war records, shipping lists, 

probate records, landholder returns, Colonial Secretary papers, cemetery  books 

etc. and journals including those from other English speaking countries. Access to 

Microfiche, CDs and a computer connected to the genealogical website Findmypast 

is also available. Contact Carol Brown on 02 6687 8443 if you need assistance. 

 

Opening hours Monday & Wednesday 10.00am to 4.00pm:  

The first Saturday of the month closed;  

Other Saturdays 10.00am to 4.00pm.  

Closed on all Public Holidays.  

 

 

––––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞–––––––– 

Society Meetings 

The Society meets at the Players Theatre, 24 Swift Street, Ballina – unless 

otherwise advised. Society meetings are held every month except January. The 

Society meets at 2.00 pm on the first Saturday of each month except for April and 

July when it meets at 1.pm. 

 

––––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞–––––––– 
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  The Richmond-Tweed Family History Society Inc. was established in 1983 to serve  

  the family history needs of researchers initially with a special interest in Northern  

  New South Wales, Australia in the area bounded by the Richmond and Tweed  

  Rivers, often referred to as the Northern Rivers 
 

      

    The 

 

   

 

 

 

 

         Journal of the Richmond-Tweed Family History Society Inc. 

Published March, June, September & December 

   The Editor, Jane Griffin, would be pleased to accept articles for inclusion in this  

   journal. Ideally they should be sent by email to Jane at 

    editorcedarlog@gmail.com  but typed hard copy is also welcomed. The format  

   preferred is Times New Roman font; 12 point; single spacing. 

 

  Please add your contact details as the Editor may need to discuss with you any 

   editing, abridgement or deferral to a future date of any material submitted for 

   publication. It is your responsibility to ensure that your article does not infringe  

  copyright. Items remain the copyright of the Richmond-Tweed Family History Society  

  and the author. 

    

   Your input is important and makes for interesting and diverse reading for our members  

   as well as to the other readers of our journal throughout Australia and overseas. We  

   would love to hear about how you broke down those brick walls or any interesting 

    information you have found out about an ancestor, so get those fingers typing. 

    

   The society does not accept responsibility for opinions and statements published by  

   individual contributors. Original material in this journal may be reproduced with written  

   permission from the society 
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  SOCIETY EVENTS 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

around
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